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Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Virtual Meeting Minutes 

June 7, 2021 

 

All participants were present virtually. 

Board members present:  Mica Cassara, Henry Corse, Lynda DesLauriers, Kyle Guyette (6:18 

p.m.), Janet Metz  

Board members absent: none. 

Also present: Mike Gervia, Mischa Tourin, Andrea and Stephen Charest, Allison Smith, Craig 

Deyo, Matt Mead, Deb Shelby, Sharon Murray, Ernest Levesque, Ed and Sue Sinnamon, Pamela 

Gude, Virginia Haviland, John Westie, Adam Miller, Louie Lafreniere 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. Call to order:   The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara 

with a quorum of 4 members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

Additions: None. 

Deletions: None. 

3. Public Comment:  

1. Mischa Tourin provided public comment regarding parking along the east side of Notch 

Road in the vicinity of the Duck Brook Trail (old Long Trail) and noted concerns about 

upcoming town ditching limiting parking for climbers and hikers, and requested to be 

placed on the June 24th BSB agenda.  Brief discussion on location (prior to Duck Brook 

Circle), 6 – 7 spots on east side of the road, ditching eliminating those spots, pushing 

recreational users to the PPCA parking lot. Deb Shelby noted there are numerous 

parking/use/trash challenges in that area and noted the dichotomy of more parking that 

would bring more users, and less parking that would put more vehicles parking in the 

road. Mica Cassara noted the broader town concerns regarding parking and recreational 

access, that the subcommittee is reviewing this parking area, with plans to loop in 

CRAGVT. Andrea Charest noted CRAGVT’s goal is not to add more parking but to 

maintain a small amount of parking in legal and safe way, their desire to educate 

climbers, that they were seeking potential to move ditches 2’ on to neighboring property 

and/or increasing the PPCA parking area as a central location, and to keep the 

conversation going and to include more voices into the possible solutions.  

4. Communications:  

• VLCT Site Visit: A site visit report for all three town buildings was provided by VLCT 

Loss Control Supervisor, Jim Carrien. Copies were provided to the Fire Chief and 

Highway Superintendent.  The two issues noted in the Town Office section of the report 

have been corrected. 

• Home Health & Hospice: Thank you received addressed to the town and community for 

supporting HHH in the approved FY 21-22 budget.   
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5. Recurring Business: 

• Minutes May 17, 2021:    Henry Corse made the motion “to approve the minutes of May 

17, 2021 as presented.”    Mica Cassara seconded.  There was no further discussion. 

Three were in favor (Janet Metz’s call was briefly dropped) the motion passed (3-0).  

• Warrants: Reviewed for signature by Mica Cassara. 

6. Business and Action Items: 

• MMUUSD Project Grad 2021 – Request to Waive Fireworks $250 Permit Fee:  As the 

fireworks are open to the community, MMU requested the town waive the $250 permit 

fee.   Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to approve waiving the MMU Project Grad 

$250 Fireworks Display Permit fee.”    Henry Corse seconded.  There was no further 

discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Economic Resource Committee – Request for Appointments: Tammy McGurriman Two 

Year Term, Zachary Main Three Year Term: Ernest Levesque reviewed the potential 

members experience, noting they would both be assets to the ERC.  Lynda DesLauriers 

made the motion “to appoint Tammy McGurriman to a two-year term and Zachary Main 

to a three-year term on the Economic Resource Committee.”   Henry Corse seconded.  

There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Review & Award 2021-2022 Excavator Bid: Two bids received: Spence Excavating, and 

Stromme Property Management.   Henry Corse made the motion, in order for the two 

bids to be fully reviewed by the Highway Department “to delegate the authority to award 

the 2021-2022 Excavator Bid to the Highway Superintendent, Craig Deyo.”    Mica 

Cascara seconded.  There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion 

passed (5-0).  

• Review & Award BVFD Quick Response Rescue Truck Bid. Two bids received: 

1. New England Fire Equipment & Apparatus Equipment: 

• Ford F-550 Gas Chassis $174,485. 

• Dodge 5500, Diesel Chassis $187,225. 

• Dodge 5500, Gas Chassis $184,400. 

2. Danko Emergency Equipment: 

• Dodge Ram 550,0 Crew Cab, Diesel Chassis $149,085. 

Mike Gervia reviewed the bids with the group. Janet Metz made the motion “to award 

the Quick Response Rescue Truck bid to Danko Emergency Equipment for $149, 085 as 

presented.”    Kyle Guyette seconded.  There was no further discussion. All were in favor 

and the motion passed (5-0).  

• RFP Demolition FEMA Buyout 64 Boulder Wood Lane. Approval and Process Update: 

➢ The multiple encumbrances on the property will not all be able to be solved with quit 

claim deeds to create the FEMA required clear title.  The town is waiting for more 

information from FEMA on encumbrance allowance, or if the town will need/be able 

to pursue buyout through ARPA.   

➢ Amy Grover noted she wanted to move forward with approval of the RFP Demolition 

Bid so that it was ready to be posted immediately when needed.  Lynda DesLauriers 

made the motion “to approve the RFB for Demolition of the FEMA buyout property 

at 64 Boulder Wood Lane as presented.”   Kyle Guyette seconded.  There was no 

further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Constable Stipend: Amy Grover noted that she strongly felt that the budgeted $250 

Constable stipend did not adequately compensate the Constable, Jonathan Dennis for his 
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gas costs and time, given the numerous challenges that he responds to, and requested that 

the BSB transfer $750 in budgeted funds from Cemetery Care line item to the Constable 

Stipend line item to pay the Constable a $1,000 stipend.  The BSB all agreed, with thanks 

to Jon Dennis for all that he does for our community. Janet Metz made the motion “to 

approve transferring $750 in budgeted funds from the Cemetery Care line item to the 

budgeted Constable Stipend line item to pay the Town Constable a total stipend of $1,000 

for FY 20-21.”    Henry Corse seconded.  There was no further discussion. All were in 

favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Timeline to Return to In-Person Meetings: Brief discussion on current CDC/State 

guidance and requirements, desire to keep a component of virtual meetings going 

forward, anticipated lifting of the Governor’s emergency order, lifting of Open Meeting 

Law COVID-19 accommodations, which would require returning to the required public 

meeting space to allow for public comment.  BSB consensus that once the Governor’s 

emergency order is lifted, town board and committee meetings will return to meeting in-

person, with CDC guidance followed.  Brief discussion on how to manage a hybrid 

meeting, noting current access will not work well for an in-person group meeting. Henry 

Corse volunteered to follow up on virtual options. 

• Executive Session: Recusal Request Board Member. Kyle Guyette made the motion “to 

enter executive session under 1 V.S.A. §313 (a) (3).”    Janet Metz seconded.  There was 

no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 7:53 p.m.  Henry 

Corse made the motion “to exit executive session.”    Janet Metz seconded.  There was no 

further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 8:05 p.m.  Consensus 

to send an informational email to all Bolton boards and committees.  

7. Appointments: 

1. 6:30 p.m. Deb Shelby – Broadband in Bolton.   

• Deb Shelby noted: 

➢ She had provided broadband information to the BSB. 

➢ Review of the ERC’s involvement, experience working with providers. 

➢ Review of CUDs, and the recommendation to not join a CUD, to work with 

Waitsfield Champlain Valley Telecom. 

➢ Funds are to be available through ARPA, and the ERC would like to see the 

town designate those funds for implementing fiber throughout town. 

• Henry Corse noted his agreement with Deb Shelby’s assessment after attending 

meetings, and that joining a CUD would not be a benefit to the town.  

• The BSB expressed their appreciation to the ERC for their continued efforts and 

success in already bringing broadband to portions Bolton. 

• The ERC will continue to work with WCVT. 

2. 6:45 p.m. Adam Miller, John Westie, Friends of Wheeler Field – Approval of Letter 

of Town Support for Grant Funding. 

• Adam Miller noted:  

➢ FOWF had provided a draft letter for BSB review, and were seeking approval. 

• Amy Grover noted that there had not been a formal and public process to support 

the donation of the land to the town. 

• Brief group discussion on why the town would want to accept the donation of the 

parcel, the FOWF’s perceived benefits of conservation of the parcel as a resource/ 

public space, consistency with the Bolton Town Plan, future maintenance and 
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development costs, town ownership cementing the future of the property should 

FOWF disband.   

• Henry Corse made the motion “to approve signing the letter of Town support for 

Friends of Wheeler Field grant application.”    Kyle Guyette seconded. There 

was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

3. 7 p.m. Sharon Murray, Pamela Gude, Virginia Haviland - Sara Holbrook Parcel. 

• Sharon Murray provided extensive comment including: 

➢ Her concerns regarding the no camping signs aesthetics, placement, and lack 

of SHP/CC approval, traffic & pedestrian hazards, parking at the south end of 

the bridge, the placement of current concrete blocks & bollard, the installation 

of guardrails, enforcement, jurisdiction of the river bank/beach area, loss of 

historical parking spots, lack of identification of town property, enforcement 

and that it was not the stewards’ job to provide enforcement. 

➢ Her review of SHP history, GMC bridge history, ADA history and with 

respect to parking, required federal ADA bridge accessibility, fishing history, 

the DRB conditions of approval for the bridge and the Long Tail relocation. 

➢ Her experience as SHP steward; there is little evidence of camping, there are 

after hours parties, a small amount of litter, and drafting on a dawn to dusk 

use ordinance. 

o Louie Lafreniere stated camping was taking place, the area is now 

hardly used by fishermen due to the volume of people, he supported 

the guardrails, and he might consider providing parking for emergency 

vehicles only in his field. 

o Amy Grover noted a gap was to be left in the guardrails to provide 

ADA and emergency vehicle parking. 

• Mica Cascara asked what was being requested. 

➢ Sharon Murray stated the removal of no camping signs from the south end 

bollard and tree. 

• Pamela Gude noted the need for a larger management strategy and addressing 

ADA on the south end of the bridge, suggested the installation of sign boards at 

each access point to consolidate signage/seasonal information there, reducing the 

visual pollution in the natural area, while recognizing this is not the largest 

problem on the parcel.  

➢ Henry Corse noted his agreement with the installation of sign boards and 

consolidation of signage. 

➢ Mica Cascara noted the town could work toward installation of sign boards on 

each access end.  

➢ Sharon Murray stated she had forwarded the BSB grant information. 

• Virginia Haviland noted the CC had been working on “rule signs” for entrance 

points at the PPCA, and working toward that at the SHP.  

➢ Lynda DesLauriers asked what rules were being referenced. 

➢ Sharon Murray stated no camping, “traditional policies,” overharvesting of 

fiddleheads. 

• Lynda DesLauriers asked what the biggest problem was on the SHP. 
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➢ Louie Lafreniere stated the loud music and rowdiness late into the night, the 

bridge jumpers, the use of his driveway, the overall negative impact on his 

family. 

➢ Pamela Gude noted it was unfortunate the town can’t utilize signs that say 

please don’t be a jerk (laughter), there was a need for actual guidelines that 

may need to be tinkered with. 

• Kyle Guyette noted that it made sense for all town stewards to draft a proposal; an 

ordinance and/or general rules for each area to present to the BSB as there were 

two common denominators: parking and camping. 

➢ Janet Metz noted there was an effort underway to address parking issues.   

➢ Virginia Haviland stated there was a management plan for the PPCA and 

perhaps one was needed for the SHP, the CC had approached the BSB with 

the recreation issues and were told that would be folded into the BSB effort, 

and that it made sense for the management to be town wide as much as 

possible.  

• Pamela Gude noted it was important to not refer to camping which entails staying 

overnight, which may not address problems that are happening.   

➢ Louie Lafreniere noted camping was a problem, and he recently saw three 

vanloads of kids being dropped off on Duxbury Road. 

➢ Pamela Gude noted the need to focus language on problem behaviors.   

➢ Sharon Murray asked Louie Lafreniere to show her where camping was 

occurring, that the bridge was private property under the GMC, the town 

could limit access with prohibiting access through a dusk to dawn ordinance, 

and to not take on the liability of trying to regulate bridge jumping, that was 

the GMC’s responsibility. 

➢ Mica Cascara noted the following to be addressed and to move on from there: 

consolidation of signage, attention to sign language, installation of signboards, a gap 

left in the guardrails for emergency access and ADA parking.  

3. Adjournment:    Henry Corse made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”    Janet 

Metz seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion 

passed (5-0) at 8:07 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Select Board on: 

 


