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honoring boLTon’s veTerans 

“A hero is someone who has given his or her life 

to something bigger than oneself.” – Joseph 

Campbell 

Although Memorial Day 2021 has come and 

gone, we wanted to pause for a moment to honor 

and remember all of the Bolton men and women 

who died while serving in the U.S. Military. 

It was wonderful to have Smilie School students 

and their teacher Steven Menz, resume their 

tradition (paused last year due to COVID-19) of 

visiting the East Bolton Cemetery to place new 

flags at the graves of Bolton’s Veterans this 

year.  

With thanks to Cemetery Commissioner Betty 

Wheelock for providing the new flags for the 

cemetery and monuments, and to whomever 

placed the two beautiful pots of geraniums at the 

monuments at the Town Office. Thanks also to 

our Highway Department team member Dan 

O’Shaughnessy, for cleaning the 

monuments.
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Out and About in Beautiful Bolton 

An early spring trip (on foot or by vehicle – you 

choose!) along Honey Hollow Road never disappoints 

with stunning scenery, the rushing waters of Preston 

Brook, and whispers from Bolton’s past. 

 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property taxes 
Thank you to the property owners who have 

completed payment of their 20-21 property taxes.  

Your prompt payment allows the town to meet its 

financial obligations AKA, pay our bills! The 8% 

penalty and 1% interest have been applied to 

outstanding principal, and notices sent, along with 

information on Bolton’s Delinquent Tax Collection 

Policy. Please note: it is the taxpayer’s 

responsibility to contact the town office to address 

their delinquent taxes. If not addressed within 30 

days of notice, the process moves towards a tax 

sale or small claims court, per policy. 

 

At the close of the FY 20-21 tax year there was 

nearly $55,000 outstanding in unpaid property 

taxes, which is generally about the same “as usual.” 

To put this number in perspective, that $55,000 

would fund more than 12 weeks of Bolton’s 

employee payroll.  

 

We recognize that these continue to be challenging 

times for many, and financially challenging times 

for some. Every taxpayer has the right to request 

“tax abatement” (taxes waived) from the Board of 

Tax Abatement.  Please contact the Town Office 

for more information on abatement. 

 

Still Volunteer opportunities! 
There are still several volunteer opportunities 

unfilled ~ give back to your community, help build 

your resume, or increase your knowledge base in a 

particular area! We are seeking a second Animal 

Control Officer ($250 annual stipend), a 

representative to the CSW, alternate to the 

Development Review Board, and a Planning 

Commission member. Interested? Hope so! Just 

contact the Town Office. 

 
 

 



 
mmuusd news  

 
MMUUSD Superintendent, John Alberghini, sent a heartfelt message to all 

educators within the MMUUSD community, thanking them for their service: 

I cannot remember a time when it is more important to honor and express my 

respect for our educators here at MMUUSD. This year has been full of change and 

challenges. Without exception, our teachers have risen to the occasion. I am grateful 

to work with professionals who care deeply about the wellbeing and success of 

students, families, and one another. Their laser focus on health, safety, and keeping our schools 

open in this pandemic has been nothing short of extraordinary. I hope you join me in thanking 

them for all their hard work, commitment, and kindness throughout this school year. It has made 

all the difference. I also want to thank all of our community members who are educators outside 

of MMUUSD. I appreciate all you do for the health and wellbeing of the students you serve. 

I thank you all for your tireless service, and I say this with immense gratitude, 

John 

 

MMUUSD Summer 2021 Food Service 

We are happy to announce that we will be handing out weekly meal kits for all children 18 and 

under during summer break. We require you to sign up in advance for the first week. To learn 

more and to sign up go to http://bit.do/Summer2021Food 

Summer P-EBT Benefits 

The State of Vermont will be issuing Pandemic-Electronic Benefit Transfer (P-EBT) cards to 

help with students' food costs over the summer months. The Summer P-EBT benefit will be 

issued in late July 2021. To learn more, go to SUMMER P-EBT BENEFIT 

Summer School and Extended School Year (ESY) 

MMUUSD will be offering Summer School and ESY for eligible students based on capacity. 

This opportunity will help students to connect again with their peers as well as participate in an 

enriching camp experience with academic tutoring. 

 

We recognize the pandemic has been not only an unprecedented event placing challenges upon 

families’ well-being and mental health but also on many children’s academic achievement. 

MMUUSD is excited to be offering both ESY and Summer School for ALL eligible students 

based on our capacity. If you received a letter notifying you that your child was eligible for these 

programs, we encourage you to consider this opportunity. Not only will students be participating 

in daily tutoring sessions to support them in the areas of ELA and Math but we are partnering 

with many exciting camps to offer an enriching summer camp experience. Vermont Afterschool 

has been working since 2009 to increase access to afterschool and summer programs for all 

Vermont’s children and youth. You can also visit Summer Matters to 

find other opportunities across Vermont. If you have any question 

regarding our ESY or Summer School Program, please reach out to the 

coordinators below: 

Traci Barrows: Summer School Coordinator traci.barrows@mmuusd.org 

Galen Perkins: ESY Coordinator galen.perkins@mmuusd.org  
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Smilie School’s newest additions are waiting 

for their feathers to grow!  Mama Phoebe kept 

a very close eye on the photographer. 

https://t.co/IY2ERClhiC?amp=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1AdcjcFfLxB5iLVy1yXYw8c2-6LrMjltxyyi5a6ecTa8/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:traci.barrows@mmuusd.org
mailto:galen.perkins@mmuusd.org
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 

Managing Forests for Pollinators 

 

 

In recent years, there has been an increase in 

interest in managing our yards and meadows 

for pollinators. Simply put, pollinators are 

the creatures that help our flowering plants 

reproduce by carrying pollen between 

flowers. 60-80% of Vermont’s plants, 

including many of our food crops, require 

the assistance of pollinators. While many 

people think of pollinators as critters of 

wildflower meadows, most require healthy 

forests to thrive. 

  

Many different species pollinate plants – 

bats are a pollinator of bananas, for instance 

– but when we talk about pollinators we’re 

usually talking about bugs. In scientific 

terms, “bugs” are invertebrates, animals 

without spines, a category that includes 

everything from crayfish to spiders, insects 

and snails. About 90-97% of all the species 

on earth are invertebrates; 1.25 million 

known invertebrate species (as many as 30 

million may actually exist), compared to 

60,000 species of vertebrates (what most of 

us would call “animals”). Vermont is home 

to about 21,000 species of invertebrates, 

compared to 58 species of mammals; “bugs” 

represent a massive share of our local and 

global biodiversity.  

  

While perhaps our most-celebrated 

pollinator, the Eurasian honeybee, is not 

native to North America, Vermont is home 

to about 300 species of native bees, many of 

which are important pollinators of both wild 

and domestic plants. Vermont’s bees and 

butterflies get the lion’s share of the credit, 

but equally important pollinators are flies, 

beetles, slugs and moths.  

  

In fields and yards, we can improve 

pollinator habitat by encouraging a diversity 

of plant species; mowing less and planting 

or encouraging native annual and perennial 

plants. We can introduce more complexity 

by planting native shrubs like dogwoods and 

Viburnums, which provide habitat for 

pollinators in addition to other wildlife 

species like songbirds. Excellent resources 

about managing for pollinators in open areas 

abound, but a good place to start is with the 

Xerces Society (xerces.org). 

 

In focusing on yards and meadows, 

most people don’t realize the profound 

importance that forests play in maintaining 

pollinators on our landscape. While some 

pollinators, like the monarch butterfly, 

spend most of their life in the open, most of 

Vermont’s pollinators are completely reliant 

on, and adapted to, forests. These pollinators 

may visit your yard, but they live in the 

woods. Many species of bees, for instance, 

nest in tree cavities, rotten wood and in leaf 

litter, and a huge number of moths and 

butterflies rely on native trees to complete 

various parts of their life cycle. Forests also 

need bugs; in addition to helping plants 

reproduce, pollinators perform other critical 

ecosystem roles like acting as decomposers 

and feeding larger species like songbirds. 

 
To protect and enhance pollinator habitat in 

the woods, the answer is a mix of good 

forest stewardship and addressing 

biodiversity threats. Vermont’s dynamic 

forests support a wide variety of trees, 

shrubs and herbaceous plants that occur on 

different sites at different stages in forest 

development. Managing Vermont’s 

relatively young, simple forests to be more 

diverse and complex provide

Continued next page 
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opportunities for a wider range of 

flora to thrive, in turn providing a more 

diverse array of niches and habitat 

opportunities for pollinators. We need to 

recognize the importance of tree mortality in 

providing growing space for diverse plant 

and shrub communities, in addition to 

creating features like dead wood, critical 

habitat for pollinators like our wood-boring 

bees. Managing forests for complexity can 

also help make them more adaptive and 

resilient in a changing climate, ensuring that 

there is habitat for pollinators into the future.  

 

Providing habitat for pollinators 

involves much more than the flowers in your 

yard; any threat to forests is an existential 

threat to pollinators. Protecting forests from 

fragmentation and development is critical to 

pollinators, not to mention to forests’ ability 

to clean our air and our water, provide 

habitat for wildlife, and to sequester and 

store carbon. When we think about 

protecting pollinators, we need to expand 

our efforts to include things like controlling 

the invasive exotic plants and addressing 

deer overpopulations, both of which can 

have a massive negative influence on 

diversity in our forests.  

 

In providing habitat for pollinators, 

as with many other things, forests are behind 

the scenes, subtly and unpretentiously 

making the world work. They are what 

allow us to enjoy beautiful native 

wildflowers and the food in our gardens and 

farmer’s markets. To protect pollinators, we 

need to think beyond the meadow. 

  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov or at (802)-585-9099. 

 

 
 
Peregrine falcon update from Audubon vt 
Vermont biologists and community scientists have been braving 

the elements to continue monitoring nesting cliffs, and there are 

more than 50 cliffs that appear to be occupied by these majestic 

falcons.  We have documented at least one new territory this 

year.  If successful, most peregrine pairs will hatch young mid/late May. Several cliffs have been 

closed either to rock climbing or hiking so as to minimize disturbance to the birds during this 

critical time of the breeding season.  These areas will remain closed until August 1, unless 

biologists determine the risk to nesting peregrines has passed. In Bolton that includes Upper 

Upper West cliff, access from the PPCA trailhead on Notch Road, and Bone Mountain cliffs.  For 

more information, visit http://vt.audubon.org/conservation/peregrine-falcon-recovery-project  

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
http://vt.audubon.org/conservation/peregrine-falcon-recovery-project 
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
Hurray!!! At long last we’re finally back to being able to gather together at the 

Fire Station for our monthly meals!  Whoo-hoo!! 

Stayed tuned for updates on upcoming meal gatherings – information will be 

posted on the Town of Bolton website. 

Questions? Give Doris Wheelock a call at 434-3769.  

AGE WELL GRAB AND GO MEAL: Fire station, Wednesday, June 9th 

11 a.m. – 12 noon, no delivery.  You must pre-register by June 4th – please 

call Donna @ 434-3155. 

 

Wheeler Trust Scholarship Recipients 
Congratulations to the 2021Wheeler Trust Scholarships recipients: Julian 

Cohen, Layla Drinkwater, and Carly Hansen.  We wish you all much success 

and in your future academic endeavors!  

 
Congratulations to all of our  

Bolton graduates!  
May and June are traditional graduation months, and although things are still a 

bit “different” due to COVID-19, we all are grateful to have a return to some 

more traditional graduation rites of passage, events, and celebrations. So, this 

year, after a full school year like no other, we especially want to congratulate 

and recognize all of our Bolton students…Smilie School 4th graders, CHMS 8th 

graders, MMU High School and Technical Center seniors, and college and 

graduate school students; congratulations on your graduation!  Our hats off to 

you all, your families, your teachers, and professors for meeting and conquering all of the 

challenges that COVID-19 has brought, and we wish you all well.  Here’s to your continued 

academic success, or your celebration of the completion of your academic career! 

 
Thank you  

Thanks once again to our “garden angel,” Jill Drinkwater, for donating her time and 

energy to spruce up and mulch the Town Office gardens this spring! 

 
boLTon’s grand LisT  

Bolton’s Assessor Ted Nelson has “lodged” Bolton’s Grand List (the 

list of individual property owners and the properties’ assessed values as of April 1, 

2021) on May 20th.  Property owners whose properties had a change of value have 

been mailed a written notice of change.  If a property value did not change, no 

notice was sent. The window for grieving (disagreeing with) a property’s assessed 

value has opened, and grievance hearings will be held on Wednesday, June 9, 

2021, in person, beginning at 10 a.m. at the Town Office. Appointments are 

required and are scheduled sequentially. Grievance is open to every property owner, whether the 

property value has changed or not, and the process has a very specific timeline per state statue.  

To grieve the assessed value of your property, the grievance must be received in writing, and 

either brought with you to your scheduled grievance hearing, or submitted to the Town Office by 

June 9, 2021.  Postmarks are not accepted.  Grievance forms are available on the town website, 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/ or by calling the Town Office.  

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition. To receive the Bolton 

Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net 
 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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CSC Grant Award Provides No-Cost Laptop Computers to Seniors 
 

Thanks to a grant awarded by the Vermont Department of Health to the Community Senior 

Center of Bolton, Huntington and Richmond, laptop computers are now available free of charge 

to area seniors who do not have access to a working computer.  

 

Designated Chromebook Connect, the initiative follows the CSC's mission to provide its on-line 

wellness, learning and social programs and activities to all seniors, including those who cannot 

travel regularly to physical venues. It also affords seniors the opportunity for more frequent 

contact with friends and family, and access to many on-line resources such as video medical visits 

and informative programs offered by other support organizations.  

 

RiseVT! supported the CSC in developing the grant request. Its purpose is to help seniors avoid 

the stress and harmful effects of social isolation. In the three-month pilot program, 25 area seniors 

took advantage of the Chromebook Connect and the CSC’s volunteer training with very positive 

results. 

 

Sylvia Peet of Richmond, one of the recipients, had this to report: “I’m not completely 

comfortable with it yet, but I'm beginning to see how nice it is to use email to connect with my 

family, and to stay in touch with my church through email and watching services online.  I have 

many grandchildren and great grands.  Because of Covid, I am not able to get or give hugs, and 

that is what I miss most.  Now I can at least see them and how they are growing.   Also, it is 

easier to keep in touch with friends and my only sibling in Florida. Thanks again.”  

 

Several dozen of the small, lightweight units are available on a first-come-first served basis to 

seniors of Bolton, Huntington and Richmond who do not have a functioning laptop or tablet, with 

priority given to those 65 and up. To help or update seniors unfamiliar with the new computers or 

internet access, CSC volunteers also provide instruction by phone, or in person when health 

guidelines allow.  

 

For more information, seniors or their family members can contact Chromebook Connect 

Program Coordinator Nancy Mead (802) 434-2048; nmead@cscvt.org; or CSC Development 

Director Martha Nye (802) 503-8155;  martha@cscvt.org. 

 

 
Sylvia Peet connects on-line with friends, family and 

church on one of the Chromebook laptops now 

available to seniors through the Community Senior 

Center. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:nmead@cscvt.org
mailto:martha@cscvt.org
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Waterbury Reservoir Remote 
Campsites Can Now Be  
Reserved in Advance 

  
Waterbury, VT - Each year, more than 75,000 

visitors enjoy the natural and recreational 

opportunities offered at Vermont’s 863-acre 

Waterbury Reservoir. Little River State Park, 

Waterbury Center State Park, and the 

surrounding Mt. Mansfield State Forest land 

offer access to boating, swimming, paddling, 

fishing, camping, hiking, and mountain biking. The recently improved boat launches at the 

Waterbury Dam, Blush Hill, and Moscow Paddlers’ access areas have allowed easier access for 

boaters and remote campers. 

  

The 27 popular remote campsites along the reservoir perimeter can be reserved in advance online 

at www.vtstateparks.com, or through the parks reservation call center at 1-888-409-7579. While 

there is no fee for the campsite itself this year, there will be an $8 reservation transaction fee to 

cover the costs of reservation processing.  Since 2012, Vermont State Parks has worked on 

managing use, developing remote campsites in appropriate locations, and adding needed 

amenities, such as composting toilets, fire rings, and tent platforms.  

  

“With the increasing popularity of Waterbury Reservoir over the last ten years, and specifically in 

2020 with the COVID pandemic, the remote campsites have seen unprecedented use and some 

misuse,” said Parks Regional Manager Susan Bulmer. “Accepting advance reservations will 

improve the visitors’ experience by guaranteeing a site is available for them and it will allow 

managers to better steward these resources.” 

 

Campers should reserve a site prior to traveling to the reservoir. To make a reservation for a 

remote campsite at Waterbury Reservoir, visit www.vtstateparks.com or call the Reservation Call 

Center at (888) 409-7579. Campsites can be reserved from May 21 – October 24, 2021. There 

will be a reservation fee of $8.00 per site. No camping fees will be collected in 2021. 

Elle O’Casey | Director of Communications  

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 

 

State Launches Wetland Mapping Project,  
Invites Public to Participate 

Montpelier – The Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) invites people to 

take part in a new statewide community mapping project to improve state maps of where 

wetlands occur. People can submit observations of the wetland species they find by using the 

free iNaturalist website or phone app and upload these observations to the iNaturalist Vermont 

Wetland Mapping Project. Managing wetlands properly is integral to achieving water quality 

protection goals through their natural filtration of sediments and nutrients from water. The 

mapping project is part of a larger effort to improve the state’s wetlands maps some of which are 

more than 50 years old.   https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/WetlandProjects/default.html  

 
 

http://www.vtstateparks.com/
http://www.vtstateparks.com/
https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/vermont-wetland-mapping
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/vermont-wetland-mapping
https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/WetlandProjects/default.html
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Green Up Day Was a Great Success! 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in Green Up Day 2021 and helped to make 

Bolton a little greener and even more beautiful. The two 30 yards dumpsters at the town 

garage were filled to their brims with litter and tires weighing in at 2.77 tons of litter, and 

1.61 tons of tires, or about 154 tires! 

 

A special shout out and thanks to Mischa Tourin of the Climbing Access Resource Group 

of VT (CRAGVT) for reaching out to the town to volunteer and quickly mobilizing a 

whole team of CRAGVT “greener uppers” whose enthusiasm and “productivity” was 

amazing (you “rock” CRAGVT!), the Boy Scouts of Troop #23 for tackling Route 2, the 

Green Up Day “transporters” – Doug & Allison Smith, Spencer Nowak, Mica Cassara, 

and the Lafreniere/Farnsworth Clan, Pamela “Flask” Gude for the pre-green-up-day 

reconnaissance and serving as the green up bag valet/deliverer, and Sarah Ludwin-Peery, 

our Green Up Day coordinator. Thanks again everyone! 
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highway department update 
Staff: Bolton was very pleased to welcome our new Highway Superintendent, Craig 

Deyo, and our new “third man,” Dan O’Shaughnessy to the Highway Department team 

on May 10th (you may recognize Craig from behind the counter at the Bolton Store)!   

Welcome aboard Craig and Dan!  We are now back to a team of full 3 full time and 1 part 

time staff. 

 

Projects: The repairs to the Notch Road landslide, the 

majority of which occurred on October 31/November 1, 

2019, part of the FEMA declared Halloween storm event, 

are fully underway.  If you ever stopped to peer over the 

“Jersey Barriers” at the site of the slide, you would 

recognize how lucky Bolton was to not have lost the entire 

road in that area. G.W. Tatro is the project contractor, and 

the repair has required closure of Notch Road which will 

hopefully re-open, fully repaired, by June 23rd.  

 

Paving: The town is waiting for official notification regarding a state paving grant for 

paving on Duxbury Road. We believe that we will receive the funding, and recognize that 

it is already late in the construction season to go out to bid for paving to be completed 

prior to the end of the calendar year. Paving in Spring 2022? 

 
Changes to parking at smilie school  

The MMUUSD has established additional regulations with respect to parking in the 

Smilie School parking lot.  These changes come as a result of multiple issues and safety 

concerns from non-school business use of the parking lot. The Town has signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding with the MMUUSD which allows towing of vehicles 

which: 

 

1. Block a firelane. 

2. Block the dry hydrant located behind the school. 

3. Impede other vehicles. 

AND NEW IN 2021: 

4. Are not on school related business and are present from 7 a.m. – 

3:30 p.m., Monday –   Friday when school/in-service is in session. 

5. Are not on school related business and are in the parking lot from 

dusk to dawn, annually from May 1 – October 31. 

 

Thank you for helping to mitigate issues and safety concerns by abiding by all of the 

parking regulations.   
 

Speaking of overnight parking – please be aware overnight camping on town 

owned property is prohibited.  This includes the east side of the Bolton 

Potholes, the property at the rear of Smilie School, and the Sara Holbrook 

parcel (adjacent to Route 2, bordering the Winooski River where the GMC 

Long Trail crosses the Winooski River). 19 V.S.A. 1106. 


