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                                Town meeting 2021 Wrap-up & thank you! 
Who would have thought one year ago, that Town Meeting 2021 would be so different from Town 

Meeting 2020? We all have had to adjust to the changes and challenges that the COVID-19 pandemic 

has brought to us.  For the town that meant no in-person Town Meeting, no community potluck, our first 

ever Virtual Public Informational Hearing, and our third election held with COVID-19 protocols in 

place.  Our thanks to all the voters who participated in our different 2021 Town Meeting and helped to 

keep our poll workers and community members safe by following COVID-19 protocols while casting 

their ballots at Smilie School on March 2, 2021.  Let’s hope that this third election during the COVID-

19 pandemic will be our last, that we will be able say goodbye to putting COVID-19 protocols in place 

for elections, and that we’ll return to our in-person Town Meeting and community potluck dinner in 

2022! 

 

Thank you to…Smilie School for hosting our meeting, custodian Debbie Andrews for making sure we 

had everything we needed, Andrew Gervia, pizza deliverer, and especially our poll workers, ballot 

counters, and election officials (many of whom have continued to assist with elections through all three 

“COVID-19 elections”); Paula Gervia, Brenda McKeown, Carol & John Devlin, Tim Grover, Wendy 

Hoffman, Mica Cassara, Janet Metz, Tony Barbagallo, John Devine, Jen Dudley-Gaillard,  Rich Reid & 

Mary Ellen Seaver-Reid, Lisa Stanton, Chrissy Keating, Vicky Congdon, Gina Cassara, Kat Lisaius, and 

Josh Coffee. 

 

Many thanks to all of the 2021 candidates for office who stepped forward to run for office.  Elected or 

not, your commitment to stepping forward to serve our community is greatly appreciated: Leslie Pelch, 

Cheryl Mendicino, Andrew Pond, Henry Corse, Dominic Ayer, & Kyle Guyette.   

See more information on town meeting 2021 on page 3 and 15 – 16! 
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CLerk’s Corner continued on Page 7                             

 

                                                             

Out and about in beautiful Bolton! 

 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Reminder – Dog licenses are 
 due by April 1st!  

Have you registered your dog? See page 7 for 

more information! 

        
Wheeler trust scholarship 

The annual Wheeler Trust Scholarship 

application deadline is April 30th.  Overseen by 

the Board of Civil Authority, this Scholarship 

annually awards scholarship funds to up to 5 

full time college students from Bolton.  See the 

town website or call the town office for the full 

guidelines on applying. 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/01/Wheeler-Trust-

Guidelines-Updated-2019.pdf  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The 

McIntyres’ 

snowman is all 

ready to take a 

few runs at 

Bolton Valley! 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Wheeler-Trust-Guidelines-Updated-2019.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Wheeler-Trust-Guidelines-Updated-2019.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Wheeler-Trust-Guidelines-Updated-2019.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/114751118647/photos/pcb.10156332450608648/10156332449438648/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/114751118647/photos/pcb.10156332450608648/10156332449438648/?type=3
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 2021 town meeting wrap up 
With no in-person Town Meeting in 2021, all warned articles were voted by Australian 

ballot.   This is a one-year temporary measure, allowed by the state due to the COVID-19 

pandemic.   

 

Please note: Even although they were not able to join us as usual for Town Meeting, 

please feel free to contact our representatives, Tom Stevens and Theresa Wood at any 

time with your questions or concerns; Theresa: twood@leg.state.vt.us   and Tom: 

tstevens@leg.state.vt.us    

 
Many thanks to Allison and Doug Smith, Deb Shelby, Paula Gervia, Brenda McKeown, 

Mica Cassara, and Leslie Pelch for ensuring that the Virtual Public Informational 

Hearing held on February 22nd went smoothly! There was a lot of planning, practicing, 

and behind the scenes support and collaboration involved which all contributed to a 

successful first-time (& hopefully last time?) virtual hearing. 

 

In case you missed Mica Cassara's Select Board report in the Annual Town Report - 

many thanks to outgoing Select Board members Wendy Hoffman and Tony Barbagallo: 

 

"It is with sadness though that I bid adieu to two of our esteemed members.  Wendy 

Hoffman and Tony Barbagallo have decided to step down from the Board now that their 

terms have expired.  It has been my great pleasure to have worked with these two talented 

individuals for the past years.   

 

Tony is an adept negotiator and has 

been a financial watchdog during 

his time on the Board.  His many 

years of experience in the private 

sector, and service on other boards 

have been of great benefit to us.   

 

Wendy is always thoughtful and 

articulate, and as a lawyer has been 

very helpful when we have had to 

navigate through legal documents.  

She has been a calming influence on 

the Board and has the ability to see 

both sides of an issue.  The Town of 

Bolton thanks you for your service.  

Janet Metz, Lynda DesLauriers, our 

new Board members, and I will soldier on without Wendy and Tony, however the 

trenches will be all the muddier without them." 
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Leslie pelch – Good Citizen of the Year 2021 
By Amy Grover 

 

It is that time of year when the Board of Civil Authority selects a 

Bolton resident to receive the honor of being proclaimed as 

Bolton’s Good Citizen of the Year. A good citizen is someone 

who sees a need, volunteers to help, and often repeats that process 

over and over, without being asked, simply because that is who 

they are.  We are truly fortunate that in Bolton we have many 

good citizens who are invested in and support our community.  

 

When the Board of Civil Authority discussed this year’s recipient, 

there was very little discussion, and unanimous consent to honor 

Leslie Pelch as Bolton’s 2021 Good Citizen of the Year. 

 

Leslie moved to Bolton in 1998, was joined by Peter in 2001, and together they welcomed 

their daughter Willa in 2005. Since she moved to Bolton, Leslie has quietly been supporting 

Bolton residents and volunteering in our community in nearly countless ways.  The 

compilation of her efforts to support our town and residents is amazing and extensive! 

 

Leslie served as the Smile School Community Association (parent group) Chair, helped to 

organize the Smilie Spring plant sale, weeded gardens, developed connections between the 

Smilie students and our Seniors, with the students making cards and singing for the Seniors at 

their Senior dinners.  Leslie was always willing to jump in to help, whenever help was 

needed. 

 

When Bolton celebrated its 250th “birthday” in 2013, Leslie was the super volunteer, 

instigator, and timeline/map coordinator, part of a team of other super volunteers who 

took an idea and transformed it into a wonderful community celebration.  The creation of a 

timeline chart which she spearheaded is proudly posted in the Town Office and is frequently 

commented upon as people see the interesting facts about Bolton. 

 

Continued next page 
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When Bolton’s Own Little Libraries were created, Leslie was there, adopting the “BOLL” in 

her neighborhood, and volunteering her mapping skills to the BOLL effort, creating a map so 

that folks could easily find the BOLL nearest to them. 

 

On the more “formal” side, Leslie served as Bolton’s representative to the Chittenden County 

Regional Planning Commission from 2004 – 2013, and as an alternate from 2013 – 2015. She 

has served as our elected Town Moderator since 2017, and of course volunteered to help host 

and moderate this hearing tonight. She has helped run elections by working the polls, and by 

counting ballots. She was the driving force behind the creation of the “Bolton Community 

Network” in 2017, facilitating and encouraging the BCN’s mission to “build neighborhood 

connections through activities and outreach,” supporting the Economic Resource 

Committee’s Community Fair, and working to support Bolton families and connecting those 

in need with volunteers. 

 

When the COVID-19 pandemic arrived with all of its challenges, Leslie was there, as part of 

Bolton’s COVID response team, continuing her support of those who were in need, and by 

making masks for our community, lots and lots of masks! Leslie also made certain that 

Bolton’s traditional Crates of Cheer continued in 2020, despite the pandemic, delivering 

cheery Crates to 40 families in December, an effort that she took on in 2018 and has 

continued. 

 

On a more personal note, we know that Leslie helped to organize a recent Mealtrain for a 

friend facing upcoming cancer surgery, helped to spread the word about a Go Fund Me effort 

for a Bolton family that will be displaced from their home from a FEMA buyout, has been a 

faithful member of a West Bolton Sunday morning running group, has engaged in historical 

re-enactments throughout VT and NY, and as a friend noted,  has “lived in an 

intentional/sustainable/environmentally friendly way since before that was hip.” 

 

It is truly remarkable to see what a sustained, positive impact one person has 

on our community. Thank you, Leslie, and congratulations. 
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PPCA Map news from the Bolton conservation commission 
 

Thanks very much to our Chittenden 

County Forester, Ethan Tapper, and to our 

own resident computer technology expert 

Deb Shelby, for their help in updating our 

map of Bolton’s Town Forest, the Preston 

Pond Conservation Area (PPCA).  Ethan 

drafted the map, and Deb posted the map 

on the Town website in exactly the right 

spot to have the QR code work!  If you are 

interested in checking out the new map on 

the website see: http://boltonvt.com/wp-

content/uploads/2019/11/PPCA-Trail-

Map-111119.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Age Well Vermont - March for Meals 
The town of Bolton will be hosting an Age Well meal on St. 

Patrick’s Day, Wednesday, March 17th, for seniors age 60 

and over. The theme is “A Touch of Ireland!” Be sure to 

pre-register by March 10th by calling Donna Lewis at  

434-3155. Pick up will be at the Bolton Fire Station,  

3107 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, from 2-3 p.m. on the 

17th.  Access more information about Age Well at https://www.agewellvt.org/about  

 
Mmuusd news 

The MMUUSD “District Happenings” has shifted to once a 

month, the first Friday of the month.  That means you can catch 

up on the newest edition of “District Happenings” (and lots of 

other news and district information!) on Friday, March 5th: 

https://www.mmuusd.org/  

 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/PPCA-Trail-Map-111119.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/PPCA-Trail-Map-111119.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/PPCA-Trail-Map-111119.pdf
https://www.agewellvt.org/about
https://www.mmuusd.org/


March 2021                                                                                                         page 7 

RABIES CLINIC 
A rabies clinic providing low cost rabies vaccinations will be 

held March 27, 2021 at the Huntington Fire Station from 9 a.m. 

– 12 noon. The cost is $20.00 (cash) per animal & please bring 

proof of previous rabies vaccinations.  

Online registration for the clinic will be available through the Huntington Town Clerk’s 

Office closer to the clinic date. Please note: all animals must be leashed or crated. Thank 

you. 

Tractor Supply Stores are holding monthly clinics.  Call 1-800-427-7973 for their 

schedule or access the schedule here: rabies clinics schedule 

 

bolton up and down town club senior dinner  
Dinner: Being able to gather together is continuing to be on 

“pause” due to COVID-19, and will continue to be paused 

until conditions and restrictions allow. Our thanks to our 

Senior Meal Coordinator, Doris Wheelock, for continuing to 

provide home delivery of the monthly senior meal. 

Questions? Contact Doris @ 434-3769  

 
       VT LAW REQUIRES THAT ALL DOGS BE  
       REGISTERED BY APRIL 1st, ANNUALLY! 
Our records indicate that 127 dogs living in Bolton have yet to 

be registered.  Is your dog one of them?   If so, please register 

him or her.  Re-registration is easy!  All you need is a current 

rabies certificate (if one is already on file and still current, you 

don't need to send another copy) and the fee (see chart below). 

Register via mail or the secure drop box (to the right of the 

Town Office door!), and we will send you your 2021 dog tag 

and license by mail.  

 

If you have a new dog or a new rabies certificate, instructions 

and the form are available on the town’s website under Forms & 

Documents; http://boltonvt.com/documents/ and can be mailed 

to the Town Office or put in the drop box.  

 

All dogs registered by April 1st will be entered into a drawing for a free 2022 dog license, 

with the winner drawn in April. If you no longer have a dog that was previously 

registered, please let us know. We feel terrible calling to remind you to register your dog 

only to find out that your dog has passed away.  

Avoid the late fees, register by April 1st! 

Prior to April 1ST: NEUTERED $9.00, UN-NEUTERED $13.00 

After April 1ST:  NEUTERED $11.00, UN-NEUTERED $17.00 

 
 

CLerk’s Corner ConTinued from page 2 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Rabies-Clinics.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/documents/
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into the woods by ethan tapper 
 

The Science of Snow 

While we now have more snow than we know what to do with, 

this winter started slowly. If you’ve been following our forest 

management project at the Andrews Community Forest in Richmond, 

you’ll know that we struggled with warm weather and soils that didn’t 

freeze until far later than usual.  

 For loggers, the wintertime is like the summertime for farmers, 

or the spring for sugarmakers – a short period of time when they make a 

disproportionate amount of their yearly income. As forest managers, this 

is when some of our best work gets done; when we can manage our forests to be more 

diverse, resilient and complex while produce local renewable resources (wood) with 

minimal impacts to soils. When, like this year, we have warm, wet weather into January, 

it challenges our ability to do this important work. 

Forest management is certainly not the only activity that benefits from colder, 

snowier winters. Most of us in Vermont rely on skiing, snowboarding, skating, sledding 

and other winter spots to combat the “winter blues.” When we can’t do these things it 

diminishes both our quality of life (fun) and the jobs and economic activity supported by 

these winter recreational activities.  

There is an overwhelming body of research showing that our winters are 

becoming milder, that our snowpack is decreasing, and that these trends will continue as 

our climate changes. While this is certainly an economic problem and a quality-of-life 

problem, it also is having a number of negative effects on forest ecology.  

Research by Dr. Pamela Templer (and others) has illustrated the many ways that 

having less snow harms forests. For trees, one main issue is the loss of the insulation that 

snow provides. This causes freezing to penetrate more deeply into the soil, damaging tree 

roots and diminishing trees’ ability to take up nutrients and forests’ ability to store 

carbon. It is also linked to substantially slower growth in a number of tree species – most 

notably sugar maple. The melting snow pack also helps rehydrate trees as they emerge 

from dormancy in the spring.  

Decreasing snow depth also impacts a variety of our native critters. The 

“subnivean zone” is the habitat within the snowpack, where small mammals like mice, 

voles, shrews and ermine live out the winter, protected from extreme winter 

temperatures. Small mammals support many important functions in forest ecology, 

including (but certainly not limited to) feeding animals like owls, foxes and bobcats.  

Lower snow depths are not a problem for all wildlife; white-tailed deer, whose 

populations are limited by winter severity, benefit from warmer winters with less snow. 

Unfortunately, as most other New England states have already realized, deer 

overpopulations are a massive biodiversity threat. By selectively browsing young trees 

and plants, they lower diversity and encouraging non-native invasive plants. 

                     
                                                                               Continued next page  
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Aside from addressing the root causes of 

climate change (which stretches far outside the forestry 

realm), what can we do? From a quantitative 

perspective, we can manage our forests to sequester 

and store lots of carbon. By far the most important 

thing we can do in this respect is to keep forests as 

forests, protecting them from conversion, development 

and fragmentation. We can also manage forests for 

carbon sequestration and storage by leaving some big 

trees in the woods, leaving lots of dead wood on the 

forest floor, avoiding large-scale disturbances and 

leaving some areas unmanaged. 

We also need to protect our forests’ ability to be healthy, to provide amazing 

wildlife habitat for species under tremendous stress, and to sequester and store carbon by 

encouraging resilient, adaptive forests, forests which are able to stay healthy amidst the 

many stressors of a changing climate. We can do this actively, using forest management 

to help our relatively young, simple forests become more diverse and complex, and 

addressing threats to forest health and diversity like deer overpopulation and invasive 

exotic plants.  

 In a broader sense, we can mitigate climate change by thinking critically about 

where our resources come from. Forest management can’t solve all our problems, but, 

done well, wood is an example of a resource we can be proud of; one that can be 

produced while encouraging the health and resilience of our ecosystems. Using local 

renewable resources rather than non-local, non-renewables is a powerful way to take 

charge of our climate impacts, lowering our effects on peoples, critters and ecosystems 

across the globe – and protecting our beautiful snow.   

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County 

Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, or (802) 585-

9099. Stay tuned to what Ethan’s up to at: 

https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester
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Hayden and huntleys of bolton 

By Bryan Farnsworth ~ Bolton History Group 

Martin Van Buren Hayden was born in Duxbury Vermont, 1842 to Alonzo and Sarah Hayden. 

Duxbury at the time was in the midst of the state wide lumber boom which saw increased growth 

of people settling the area. North Duxbury saw the completion of the Central Vermont Railroad 

which allowed for lumber and other products from farms and sawmills to be brought to the 

nearby station and transported to cities like Burlington, Montpelier, and St. Albans for trade.  

 

1863 in the midst of a Civil War, The Emancipation Proclamation was issued by 

Abraham Lincoln January 1st of that year, The Union were successful at the Battle of 

Chancellorsville and had been in heavy battle at Vicksburg where the Union soldiers claimed 

victory. Just months before the storied ‘Battle of Gettysburg’ Martin, age 21 along with cousin 

Stephan and neighbor Eber Huntley were drafted into the war.  

  

Returning home to Duxbury in 1865, Martin married North Duxbury resident Melissa A. Preston, 

the daughter of Daniel and Esther Preston. They would purchase a home along the main 

stagecoach road in Bolton. The house sat on a slight knoll just before the Walter White Farm. It 

was here, they would raise a family and reside for 35 years before moving back to Melissa’s 

childhood home where they would eventually live their remaining years. 

  

The Hayden’s home in Bolton is where they raised 5 children who attended school at the District 

1 schoolhouse located halfway between their 

home and Pinneo Brook. If that school had no 

teacher staffed, the children would go to the 

Station school in the village. District 1 

schoolhouse, also known as the Pinneo 

Schoolhouse stood until the devastating flood of 

1927 washed it down the valley.  

 

 

 

  

 

Youngest daughter Etta would grow up as an 

impactful resident of Bolton. Although there was a 

19-year age difference, she married Alton “Alta” Huntley from Duxbury on September 30, 1891. 

They would take up residence near the base of Joiner Brook and Alta went to work for C.P. & 

G.W. Stevens lumber operation along the base of the same brook in the East Bolton Village. Etta 

and Alta would have no children but they cherished their nieces and nephews just the same as 

they would have done their own and remained close to them through adulthood. Etta who  

 
 

Hayden Family: Left - Right Standing Lucy, Daniel, 

Esther, Caroline. Etta sitting on the left with parents 

Martin and Melissa Hayden 
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received schooling at Pinneo schoolhouse as a child would go on to teach school across the river 

at the schoolhouse in North Duxbury and in 1896 her school children presented their cherished 

teacher with a nice writing desk for her successful teachings. 

 The Huntley residence along Joiner brook provided boarding for those who were 

traveling through town or in town for business dealings. Many people utilizing the Green 

Mountain Trail (Long Trail) would stop in for a nice warm meal and stay the night before 

venturing on their way the next day, headed either over Bolton Mountain toward Stowe or south 

across the Winooski River toward Camels Hump Mountain.  

 Etta was also the ‘Local Editor’ and the source of Bolton “happenings” as she would 

submit information to the local and state newspapers about what was going on around town. Alta 

died after a brief illness in 1923 at his home in Bolton. Etta continued to run the boarding house 

until October of 1925 when she boarded up her house for winter and headed west to Los Angeles 

California where she stayed with friends. Etta fell in love with California as well as a man 

Jefferson Bruce. Bruce, a lumber businessman was a widower himself who had children from his 

previous marriage. He and Etta married on February 8, 1926 and in March Etta sent 

correspondences to the Waterbury Record back home in Vermont informing those in the area she 

had married Jefferson Bruce and they would spend the remainder of their time in Santa Rosa, 

California before returning sometime in 1926 so Etta could “dispose of her goods.” 

Etta and Jefferson returned to Bolton in April 1926 and a serenade party was held by 

family and friends to congratulate them on their marriage. They were greeted with candy and 

cigars. The newlyweds would settle in the small town Occidental, California which had already 

seen its hay day from the lumber boom. The 1930 Census lists Etta and Jefferson both employed 

as Janitor and Janitress in Berkeley City. Etta 

lived to be 80 years old, dying on September 6, 

1946 in Occidental, Sonoma county California. 

Jefferson survived her until 1961 and died in 

Santa Clara, California. 

 
 

 
Note: Alton Huntley and Eber Huntley were 

brothers. 

 
photos continue next page 

 
 
 

Etta and Atla Huntley’s boarding house near 

Joiner Brook in East Bolton 

Occidental, California circa 1920 
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Gathering at nephew Rufus Preston farm in Duxbury 1920. Martin and Melissa with ✔ above 

their heads. 

 
Martin and Melissa Hayden at Duxbury "Preston Homestead" 
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TOWN OF BOLTON ANNUAL TOWN MEETING RESULTS 2021 

 

March 2, 2021 Australian Ballot 

187 Voters participated out of 958 – 19.5% 

NOTE: if vote totals do not equal 187 votes, that is due to blank ballots and/or overvotes 

 

ARTICLE 01.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton vote a budget of $1,110,774 to 

meet the 

expenses and liabilities of the town? 

PASSED: 164 yes, 23 no 

 

ARTICLE 02.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton vote to pay the real and personal 

property 

taxes to the Town Treasurer in four (4) installments with due dates of September 15, 

2021; 

November 15, 2021; February 15, 2022; and May 16, 2022? 

PASSED  182 yes, 4 no 

 

ARTICLE 03.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize the Select Board to add 

a one 

quarter cent (1/4¢) addition to the tax rate to support the Conservation Fund? 

PASSED 122 yes, 63 no 

 

ARTICLE 04.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize the purchase or lease of 

a 

“Rescue Vehicle” (for the transport of rescue equipment) for the Bolton Fire Department, 

price 

not to exceed $150,000 to be financed over a period not to exceed ten years? 

PASSED 141 yes, 44 no 

 

ARTICLE 05.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize the purchase or lease of 

a 

Tandem Dump Truck for the Bolton Highway Department, price not to exceed $150,000, 

to be 

financed over a period not to exceed ten years? 

PASSED 157 yes, 26 no 

 

ARTICLE 06.    To elect all town officers as required by law: 

One Cemetery Commissioner for a term of three (3) years 

Cheryl Mendicino, incumbent, unopposed 175 votes 

 One Select Board member for a term of two (2) years 

Kyle Guyette, unopposed 160 votes 
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One Select Board member for a term of three (3) years 

Contested race: Henry Corse 100 votes, Dominic Ayer 47 votes 

One Town Moderator for a term of one (1) year 

Leslie Pelch, incumbent, unopposed 178 votes 

 One Town Constable for a term of one (1) year 

No Candidate, multiple write in votes, no write in votes sufficient to be elected. 

Tony Barbagallo 1 vote 

John Devine 1 vote 

Phil Graff 1 vote 

William Torrey 1 vote 

Felix Streeter Sr. 1 vote 

John Locher 1 vote 

Dan Champney 2 votes 

Jon Dennis 2 votes 

Lisa Stanton 1 vote 

Ross Thompson 1 vote 

Eric Andrews 1 vote 

Todd Kiel 1 vote 

Phil Harrington 1 vote 

Chuck Rooney 1 vote 

                         Tyler Bernadine 2 votes 

  One School Board Director for a term of three (3) years 

  Andrew Pond, incumbent, unopposed, 171 votes  

 
 

                   

 

 

 
 

 

One must have a mind of 

winter 

 

To regard the frost and 

the boughs 

 

Of the pine-trees crusted 

with snow  

 

- Author: Wallace Stevens 


