
 

April 2021            Email: boltongazette@gmavt.net        Volume #9 Issue #4 

THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 
3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

Vermont’S unofficial “fifTh season” is here…messy mud season  

 
 

 

“I was so 

excited for 

spring… 

and then I 

remembered.  

Mud season.” 

April changes her sweet mind 

Every other second. 

With her many moods and minds, 

Noting can be reckoned. 

 

                                         ~ Lenore Hetrick 

See tips and guidelines for hiking in 

mud season from the VT Department 

of Forests, Parks, and Recreation and 

partners on pages 12 – 13! 



 

 

 
Town office operations – COVID-19 

It’s hard to believe it has been well over a year 

since the COVID-19 pandemic impacted our 

lives, bringing a huge assortment of challenges 

with it.  Here at the Bolton Town Office, we will 

continue to assess our operations as the official 

guidelines and recommendations from the VT 

Department of Health and the CDC evolve, and 

continue to encourage everyone to follow those 

recommendations. 

Remember: it has NEVER been EASIER to 

attend any of Bolton’s numerous board/committee 

meetings!  All meetings continue to be virtual and 

access information is always provided on 

individual agendas, AND on that particular 

board/committee’s webpage on the town website. 

Just click on “Boards and Minutes” on the top tab 

at: http://boltonvt.com/  

So, sit back, relax, login, and see what Bolton’s 

board and committees are up to from the comfort 

of your home! 

Reminder: we are still here to help you, give us a 

call or email! Tax payments, dog license 

renewals, zoning applications and other payments 

and applications can be mailed, left in the drop 

box, or emailed, if applicable.  

Contact information: http://boltonvt.com/contact-

us/  
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       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Have you registered your dog? 
If you have registered your dog, thank you!  If you 

have not, this is your reminder that Vermont law 

requires that dogs be licensed annually by April 1st.   

Our records show that 109 dogs have yet to be 

licensed. See more information on registering your 

dog, including the 2021 fee schedule at: 

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/ 

 

Out & about in beautiful Bolton 
 
The first crocuses were blooming down in the 

valley, while on the “uphill travel route” on 

Twice As Nice at Bolton Valley, skiers were 

taking to the sky! 

http://boltonvt.com/
http://boltonvt.com/contact-us/
http://boltonvt.com/contact-us/
http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/
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MMUUSD News 
FY 22 Budget Approved By Voters! 

The MMUUSD School District would like to thank stakeholders for supporting the 2021-

2022 budget. We are grateful for your investment in our youth and schools. Your 

commitment to students and quality education make our school system and towns special 

and strong. 

 

The MMUUSD School District Budget was approved by the voters on March 2, 2021. 

We are grateful for the investment and support of preK-12 students in the midst of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The electorate also approved the District borrowing money to 

cover expenses as we wait for revenue from the Education Fund and elected Dave Clark 

as District Moderator and Treasurer and Pat Straughan as the District Clerk. 

 

The budget development process is an extensive team effort. We want to extend our 

sincere appreciation to administrators, the Finance Committee, Board members and 

Business Office personnel for their work in preparing and communicating the 2021-22 

budget proposal. 

 

Vaccinations for School Staff 

The Governor announced at a press briefing on Tuesday, March 2nd, that school staff 

would be able to sign up for a COVID-19 vaccine the week starting March 8th. This is 

significant news for preK-12 schools. Fully vaccinating school staff may prompt 

modifications to the state’s Strong and Healthy Start guidelines and could influence 

educational programming, school logistics and social distancing in our District and 

throughout Vermont. Vaccinations will start the week of March 8, 2021 and last through 

the week of April 12, 2021. This is a huge undertaking and one that will require effort, 

coordination and good communication. The District submitted a count of staff who meet 

the eligibility criteria to the Agency of 

Education (AOE) on Thursday, March 4th. The District is working with state agencies to 

get all eligible school staff vaccinated as soon as possible. A substantial amount of 

centralized administration and staff time must be committed to this effort. 

 
 

Access additional MMUUSD information at: https://www.mmuusd.org/   

 

 

 

                               

https://www.mmuusd.org/
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bolton up and down town club senior dinner  
Dinner: Being able to gather together is continuing to be on 

“pause” due to COVID-19, and will continue to be paused until 

conditions and restrictions allow. Our thanks to our Senior Meal 

Coordinator, Doris Wheelock, for continuing to provide home 

delivery of the monthly senior meal. Questions?  

Contact Doris @ 434-3769  

 

reminder for the  
Wheeler trust scholarship 

The Wheeler Trust Scholarship application deadline is April 

30th. Overseen by the Board of Civil Authority, the Wheeler 

Trust Scholarship annually awards scholarship funds to two – 

five full time college students from Bolton.  For the last 

several years, the number of applicants has often exceeded 

the number of scholarships available, and awarding the 

scholarships has been very challenging given the large 

number of highly qualified and deserving applicants.  Unfortunately, the BCA is bound by 

the rules of the Wheeler Trust, and cannot award more than five scholarships, making the 

process very competitive.  See the town website or call the Town Office for the full 

guidelines on applying. 

  

Are you the owner of unclaimed property?  
It’s that time of year when Vermont State Treasurer, Beth Pearce, 

sends out her annual reminder that the State of Vermont is acting as 

the custodian of unclaimed property to safeguard that property until 

the assets can be claimed by the rightful owners or heirs.   

 

What is unclaimed property?  Unclaimed property can take many forms such as forgotten 

bank accounts, uncashed pay checks, and unclaimed security deposits. It's most often in the 

form of money, but it can also be stocks, mutual funds, and the contents of safe deposit 

boxes. The property comes from many sources--called holders--such as banks, credit unions, 

corporations, utilities, insurance agencies, retailers, and governmental agencies throughout 

the United States.  

 

This year there are still nearly 300 names on the unclaimed property list from Bolton - 

is your name, the name of a family member, or a friend’s name on the list? Find out at: 

https://www.vermonttreasurer.gov/content/unclaimed-property  

 

P.S. I just checked the list for fun, and low and behold, my name was on it! I am in the 

process of claiming my $! Amy G. 
 

 

 

 
 

                                                                 

https://www.vermonttreasurer.gov/content/unclaimed-property


April 2021                                                                                                           page 5 
 

Into the woods by ethan tapper 

Death in the Forest:  

The Profound Process of Tree Mortality  

 

To understand how to take care of 

forests, we first need to understand what they 

are and how they work. While most peoples’ 

understanding of them starts and ends with 

trees, forests are complex, dynamic 

communities comprised of many different 

organisms and the processes that affect them. 

While forests function as systems in many 

ways, they are not utopias. Organisms 

compete with one other, parasitize each other, 

eat and destroy each other. Within forests, one 

of the incredible processes that make forests 

work – and one that we need to learn to accept 

– is tree death.   

When trees die it may seem startling or 

sad; the end of a decades or centuries-long 

life, the loss of a once-beautiful and healthy 

living thing. To the forest, however, the death 

of a tree is something much more profound; 

supporting critical ecological functions and 

processes and providing habitat for many 

native organisms. I think of a tree as having a 

“biological life,” (when it is “alive” in a 

traditional sense) and also an “ecological life” 

(the tree’s overall influence on forest ecology, 

which can persist for decades or centuries 

after it dies).  

The death of a tree can happen in a 

moment – like when they are snapped or 

uprooted in a windstorm—but it usually 

happens over time, the product of numerous 

interrelated factors called “stacking stressors.” 

For instance, a tree’s branch is broken by 

heavy ice and snow. This wound is colonized 

by fungi, which breaks down and softens the 

tree’s wood, paving the way for wood-boring 

beetles and other arthropods (bugs). Searching 

for these bugs and their larvae, woodpeckers 

excavate “cavities” (holes) in the tree. Cavities 

create still more opportunities for fungi, 

bacteria and arthropods to colonize the tree. 

As these stressors compound on one another, 

the stress eventually becomes too much and 

the tree dies.  

Tree death is often a biological 

process; the product of a rich assemblage of 

organisms taking advantage of their natural 

habitat. While it’s tempting to vilify fungi, 

bacteria and bugs for “killing our trees,” a 

more holistic understanding of forests reveals 

that these organisms are actually critical parts 

of ecosystems. They help break-down and 

recycle dead trees and plants, enriching soils 

and feeding future generations of trees. In 

facilitating tree death, they create “snags,” 

(“dead-standing” trees) and “cavity trees,” 

both of which are used by a huge number of 

animals as nesting and denning habitat. Once 

the tree falls, “dead” wood on the forest floor 

stores carbon, improves the forest’s ability to 

absorb water, provides a place for trees like 

yellow birch and hemlock to take root, and  

 

 

 

 

                                                                                             Continued next page  
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provides habitat for underground 

mycorrhizal fungal networks critical our 

forests’ ability to function. Dead wood is 

critical habitat for salamanders, the 

“apex predator of the forest floor,” 

which account for the most biomass of 

any vertebrate predator in the northern 

forest (meaning that if you weighed all 

the coyotes and all the salamanders in 

the forest, the salamanders would weigh 

more).  Dead trees are such a rich habitat 

that they can contain as much as four 

times as much living biomass as living 

trees. 

Tree death also provides 

opportunities for forests to become 

diverse and complex. Openings in the 

forest canopy are soon filled by 

“regeneration,” the abundant growth of 

young trees and plants. Over time, this 

cycle of death and regeneration creates 

forests with a rich mosaic of different 

sizes, ages and species of trees. Forests 

like this supporting a diversity of bird 

and wildlife species, store more carbon 

and are more resilient and adaptive in a 

changing climate.  

As a forester, my main concern is 

keeping the forest, as a system, healthy. 

To this end, tree death, just like tree life, 

is something to be celebrated, not 

avoided. It can even be something that 

we use as a tool in our stewardship of 

forests; using the cutting of trees to 

create a more diverse, complex, and 

resilient forest, one that is full of life in a 

more holistic sense.   

While it might make us 

uncomfortable, understanding the 

profound and important role that tree 

death plays in forests is a critical part of 

learning how to take care of them. We 

should strive not to keep every tree alive, 

but rather to keep the forest vibrant and 

whole. Healthy forests not only tolerate 

death – they require it.  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County 

Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov,  

(802)-585-9099  

or at his office at  

111 West Street, Essex Junction.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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iT’s peregrine falcon  
nesting season  

 Vermont Fish and Wildlife is closing cliff sites 

across the state to protect nesting Peregrine 

Falcons.  While biologists and community 

scientists are still identifying which sites have 

nesting Peregrines, these cliffs in Bolton are 

already closed: the “Upper Upper West” cliff 

(adjacent to Notch Road, and accessible from the 

Preston Pond Trail), and Bone Mountain. 

 

March through July is the typical period that 

Peregrine Falcons are most sensitive to human 

disturbance, so as in the past, cliff closure signs have or will be placed in the area, and monitoring 

will continue throughout the breeding season. If you see nesting Peregrines, you can report your 

sightings to Margaret Fowle at margaret.fowle@audubon.org  

 

Access the full list of cliff closures at: https://vtfishandwildlife.com/newsroom/some-cliff-tops-

and-overlooks-closed-to-protect-nesting-peregrines-1  

 

Learn more about Vermont’s Peregrine Falcons at: https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-

more/vermont-critters/birds/peregrine-

falcon#:~:text=Peregrine%20Falcons%20are%20cliff%20nesters,with%20two%20to%20five%2

0eggs.  

 

Thank you in advance for respecting and obeying the closure areas and supporting these efforts to 

look after the wellbeing of Vermont’s Peregrine Falcons. 

 

Bear alert!  
Bears are waking up from their winter hibernation and are on 

the move searching for food! We always seem to have 

numerous hungry bears on the prowl here in Bolton in the 

spring (after all, Bolton is the “Land of Boulders and 

Bears!”) and numerous complaints from residents about 

bears getting into their trash. The VT Fish and Wildlife 

Department is advising residents (by April 1st) to: take down 

birdfeeders (bears love suet and sunflower seeds) secure 

your outdoor; grills, trash, and pet food, AND to keep chicks 

and honey bees secure with an electric fence or other bear 

proof enclosure. Please help to avoid creating “nuisance bears” and avoid attracting bears to your 

property by taking these steps.  

“A FED BEAR IS A DEAD BEAR.” Find out more:  

https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-wildlife/living-with-black-bears  

                    
 
 
 
 

mailto:margaret.fowle@audubon.org
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/newsroom/some-cliff-tops-and-overlooks-closed-to-protect-nesting-peregrines-1
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/newsroom/some-cliff-tops-and-overlooks-closed-to-protect-nesting-peregrines-1
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/vermont-critters/birds/peregrine-falcon#:~:text=Peregrine%20Falcons%20are%20cliff%20nesters,with%20two%20to%20five%20eggs
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/vermont-critters/birds/peregrine-falcon#:~:text=Peregrine%20Falcons%20are%20cliff%20nesters,with%20two%20to%20five%20eggs
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/vermont-critters/birds/peregrine-falcon#:~:text=Peregrine%20Falcons%20are%20cliff%20nesters,with%20two%20to%20five%20eggs
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/vermont-critters/birds/peregrine-falcon#:~:text=Peregrine%20Falcons%20are%20cliff%20nesters,with%20two%20to%20five%20eggs
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-wildlife/living-with-black-bears
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Green Up Day 2021 
 

                                                                      GREEN UP DAY 2021   

                                                                      Saturday, May 1st 

                                                                      From Green Up Vermont: 

 

“Green Up Day will be held on Saturday, 

May 1st, 2021. Join us for this much-loved, 

spring clean-up tradition that activates 

thousands of Vermonters to get involved 

in their communities in picking up roadside 

litter.  Last year, together, we picked up 421 

tons of trash and over 9,000 tires! Keeping 

our environment clean is good for our health, 

good for businesses, and good for our 

property values. Together we build pride in 

our cities and towns and teach our youth 

about powerful civic engagement that affects 

climate change. Year-round we work to build 

awareness, generate stewardship and share the 

positive environmental actions of our 

partners. Get involved today! 
Mark your calendars for Green Up Day 2021 on May 1st!  51 Years Strong!” 

Watch for notification on Front Porch Forum and the Town’s Facebook page that Green 

Up Day Bags are available.  Bags will be available 24/7 at the Town Office in a plastic 

bin at the front door.  On Green Up day, filled bags should be taken to the Town Garage, 

or left beside town roads for pick up by our Highway Department on Monday. 5/3/21. 

Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, Bolton’s traditional Green -Up Day celebration will be 

paused again this year.  Let’s hope we can gather and celebrate in 2022. 

 
              Eagle scout project fundraising 
My name is Julian Cohen, I am currently a senior at MMU and 

I live here in Bolton. I am a Boy Scout in Troop 23 and I am 

working on my Eagle Scout rank. I am planning to build a privy 

at Cowles Cove on the GMC Long Trail as my Eagle Scout 

project, and I have finally reached the stage in which I am able 

to start fundraising. One of my strategies for fundraising is a 

bottle drive.  You can help support my project by dropping your 

returnable bottles at my home, 1339 Notch Road, or email me 

and I’d be happy to come pick up your returnable bottles: 

Jujuc@gmavt.net   Thank you! 

 
 
 
 

Overall 2021 Poster Contest winner:  

Jiya S. Grade 3,  

Union Elementary School 

mailto:Jujuc@gmavt.net
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THANk you!  

Thank you to… 

Jeff Downs, who, for the 3rd (4th?) year, 

has already gotten a huge jump on 

“Greening Up” the Bolton Valley 

Access Road by filling up multiple bags 

with roadside litter. Thank you, Jeff! 

 

Deb Shelby and Curt Hunter, who have stepped down from the Economic Resource 

Committee (ERC), for their many years serving our community through the ERC and the 

ERC’s projects: the fabulous Bolton Community Fairs, and especially the efforts (and 

continuing efforts) of bringing MORE broadband to Bolton!   

Amy Ludwin, who has stepped down as Conservation Commission (CC) Chair (but is 

continuing serve as a CC member) for her many years of leadership and commitment to 

advancing the CC’s mission. 

And although not volunteers, we want to thank Bolton Valley Resort for trying once 

again to host Hometown Appreciation Day for Bolton residents to ski and ride for free!  

Unfortunately, Mother Nature scuttled this year’s plans on Sunday, March 28th when the 

resort delayed opening and then had to close for the day due to the high winds and wild 

weather!  Last year, it was COVID-19 that scuttled the plans, so we are 0-2 on 

Hometown Appreciation Day.  Here’s to 2022, and trying again! 

Looking ahead to summer at Bolton Valley: “From disc golf, mountain biking, and 

hiking to summer camps for the kids as well as a monster list of events for adults and 

families alike, BV is the place to be. Come discover Summer at Bolton Valley!” 

https://www.boltonvalley.com/summer/  

THE FINAL INSTALLMENT OF PROPERTY TAXES 
IS DUE ON MONDAY, MAY 17, 2021 

Reminder: late payments of the final installment of property taxes incur an 

immediate 8% delinquent penalty + 1% interest. There is no grace period.  

Federal postmarks of May 17, 2021, not metered postmarks, are accepted 

as on time.  

 

                       Age Well Meal for Seniors 
On April 14th there will be an Age Well meal available for 

pick-up at the Huntington Community Church between 2 & 

3 PM.  The meal will consist of ham with raisin sauce, 

mashed sweet potatoes, broccoli, roll with butter, milk and 

apple pie with cream.   To request a meal, please contact 

Donna Lewis by email at bellyacr@gmavt.net  or by phone 

at 434-3155 or cell phone 238-2320 (text or call). 

The final date to reserve a meal is April 8th.  

Access more information about Age Well at https://www.agewellvt.org/about 

https://www.boltonvalley.com/summer/
mailto:bellyacr@gmavt.net
https://www.agewellvt.org/about
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                                    News from the community senior center 

The Community Senior Center has announced the level of funding it needs from donors 

in 2021 to support in-person activities and programs once they can be resumed safely.  Its fund- 

raising drive begins this month. 

 

Last year the CSC formed committees to coordinate its growing list of wellness, learning 

and social opportunities for seniors, and to define the financial goals to make them possible.  Its 

2021 budget calls for just over $17,000 that must be raised from individual donations. The non-

profit relies on personal contributions and does not request support from the towns’ tax revenues. 

 

 The CSC’s regular programming serves a wide range of abilities and interests. “In pre-

COVID times, hundreds of seniors from Bolton, Huntington and Richmond participated in our 25 

or so different activities each week,” according to Martha Nye, CSC Development Director. 

“Nearly 2,900 volunteer hours over the course of a year made it possible. Our seniors look 

forward to getting back to it all, and we have to raise the money to be ready when health 

guidelines allow it.” 

 

 Nearly 75% of the CSC’s budget goes directly to activities and programs. Among them 

are Bone Builders, pickle ball, conversational French, memoir writing, coffee hours, travelogues, 

and a variety of other indoor and outdoor activities that help seniors connect with others, learn 

new things and stay well. 

 

All in-person activities have been on hold since February of last year. Also, the CSC did 

not conduct a 2020 fund-raising drive due to economic constraints for area families. Its Board of 

Directors hopes to resume regular activities this summer, contingent on meeting health 

guidelines. 

 

During COVID self-isolation, the CSC switched to an on-line platform. It continues to 

offer 15-20 opportunities each week for seniors to meet on-line for health and wellness activities 

learning programs, travelogues, group discussions and a cooking group. 

 

“We are delighted with the diverse on-line sessions we offer our seniors, thanks to the 

creative energy of our volunteers,” said Jane Vossler, CSC Board Chair. “Many seniors have 

internet access and the on-line format caught on quickly. Volunteers also help coach those 

unfamiliar with linking up by computer,” she added. “But we’re all looking forward to joining 

our friends for our regular outdoor and indoor activities as soon as we can do so safely.”  

 

Tax-deductible contributions can be made by check sent to The Community Senior 

Center, P.O. Box 508, Richmond, Vermont 505477.  Donors can also contribute through the 

website’s Donate tab at cscvt.org. 
                                                                    Csc news continued next page 
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Special On-Line Event Thursday April 29, 1:30 PM 
Into the Wild -- with Paint Brush, Oils and Palette 

 
When Rob Mullen packed the maps, food and 

gear for his 273-mile trek of Vermont’s Long Trail, he 

included some items not usually found in a hiker’s 

backpack. His goal was to capture the autumn beauty of 

the trail in his artwork. That meant taking along 

brushes, oils, his palette and blank boards from his Bolton, Vermont studio. That also 

meant starting out with a 60-pound load strapped to his shoulders. 

 

The internationally recognized wildlife and wilderness artist and writer presents 

insights into his month-long journey as well as his life and his work in an on-line 

program hosted by the Community Senior Center on Thursday, April 29, at 1:30 PM. 

While the early days of the hike posed a physical challenge, Mullen reports that 

he was able to adapt and lighten his load along the way. Also, he says completing the trek 

put him at the best level of cardio-fitness he’s achieved in 30 years.  

The Bolton artist completed several paintings that captured autumn foliage and 

terrain from the Canadian border to southernmost Vermont. He sold originals and images 

of the works to raise funds for The Green Mountain Club which manages the Long Trail, 

and The Vermont Wildlife Coalition of which he is a 

board member.  

 Mullen’s career path started with his drawings 

of lab specimens that drew the attention of his biology 

teachers at the University of Vermont. He later worked 

in advertising in New York City for 16 years. In 1994 

he returned to Vermont, and plans to continue to hike 

and paint its scenery and wildlife. "Painting on-site 

makes you feel a little more 

connected to a place,” he says. 

“And I think walking it on 

your own two feet does the same."  

For the internet link to this on-line program contact 

Martha Nye: martha@cscvt.org.  Those new to joining on-line 

events can request phone support from a CSC volunteer coach.  

 
 

 

Rob Mullen (left) often invites fellow artists 

along to explore and paint the wilderness. 

 

Snow Squall – Painting by Rob Mullen  

Bolton Community Coffee Time 

pre COVID-19 

mailto:martha@cscvt.org
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Mud Season Trail Closures Begin 
  

MONTPELIER, VT – The Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation (FPR) 
and its partners remind hikers of mud season at this time of year and ask for the public’s 
help protecting Vermont’s trails. This year, COVID-19 is still a dominant concern, even 
with more people vaccinated. FPR and partners are asking for the public’s assistance 
with making smart choices to protect both public health and trails during this vulnerable 
time. 
  
Vermonters should be aware that mud season conditions have begun and will persist 
in many places until Memorial Day or later: trail closures may be in effect for several 
weeks. 
The Green Mountain Club and other trail organizations are working hard to get the trails 
ready and opened in time for the traditional kick-off of the season on Memorial Day 
weekend. Please exercise patience and help in stewarding the trails. While mud season 
conditions persist, here are some tips to keep you and our trails healthy. 
  
Plan Ahead and Prepare: 
The wet soils on and around hiking trails are very susceptible to erosion. To protect 
fragile soil and surrounding vegetation, some trails may be temporarily closed by the 
land manager.  Please respect the trail closure signage you see. 
Visit www.trailfinder.info before you head to the trails. Trailfinder can help you can find 
trails close to home and learn whether they are open or not. Staff will be updating trail 
conditions on Agency of Natural Resources lands on a weekly basis, so check back 
frequently. 
  
Hikers walking on saturated soils or on the sides of trails cause damage to surrounding 
vegetation, widen trails, and inhibit natural drainage of our beloved hiking trails. If a trail 
is muddy, even if it is not officially closed, please find an alternative, less vulnerable area 
to hike in. If you want to help take care of the trails, contact the trail manager and 
consider volunteering. 
  
“We are all excited to be outside after a long winter of social distancing and virtual 
meetings. Unfortunately, the mountains aren’t quite ready for hikers yet, so it is best 
that we all do our part and hike on lower elevation trails and backroads. Giving the 
higher elevation trails time to dry out will help protect the trails and make for a better 
hiking season for all of us later in the year,” says Mike DeBonis, Green Mountain Club 
Executive Director. 
  
 
 
 

http://www.trailfinder.info/
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Check out a list of hikes better suited for mud season 
at https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/mud-season or  
 
visit www.trailfinder.info or www.greenmountainclub.org. If a parking lot is full, please 
find an alternative place to recreate. 
  
Take It Easy 

The period of snowmelt and muddy trails varies considerably throughout Vermont 
depending on elevation, solar orientation, depth of snowpack, and amount of spring 
rainfall.  Even as it warms up in town, our mountains still hold cold, wet, snowy, and icy 
conditions that may persist deep into spring. Hikers who find themselves at high 
elevations will need better traction and warmer clothes than the valley may suggest.  
  
If you encounter conditions you are not prepared for, please turn around. Especially 
right now, our emergency responders and medical providers do not need the additional 
burden and risk of a search and rescue operation or to treat a hiking-related injury. 
  
Respect COVID-19 Guidelines 

As Vermont continues its work to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, FPR and its 
partners will continue to provide advice based on the Governor’s Executive Order and 
Department of Health/CDC guidance: COVID-19 guidelines may change but will still 
apply. For the latest information, please 
visit https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/outdoor-recreation-and-covid-19  
  
The Green Mountain Club, the Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation and the 
Green Mountain National Forest thank hikers for their cooperation in helping to 
maintain Vermont’s outstanding hiking trails. For information on mud season and trail 
closures, please visit https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/mud-season, call the Green 
Mountain Club visitor center at 802-244-7037, or email gmc@greenmountainclub.org. 
  
The GMC is dedicated to maintaining, managing, and protecting Vermont’s historic Long 
Trail, Appalachian Trail, and Northeast Kingdom lands. For more information 
visit www.greenmountainclub.org 

  
The Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation (FPR) is responsible for the 
conservation and management of Vermont’s forests, the operation and maintenance of 
the State Park system, and the promotion and support of outdoor recreation for 
Vermonters and our visitors.  www.fpr.vermont.gov 

  
The Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF) encompasses more than 400,000 acres in 
southwestern and central Vermont. For more information, 
visit https://www.fs.usda.gov/gmfl 

https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/mud-season
http://www.trailfinder.info/
http://www.greenmountainclub.org/
https://governor.vermont.gov/sites/scott/files/documents/ADDENDUM%208%20TO%20AMENDED%20AND%20RESTATED%20EXECUTIVE%20ORDER%2001-20.pdf
https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/outdoor-recreation-and-covid-19
https://fpr.vermont.gov/recreation/mud-season
mailto:gmc@greenmountainclub.org
http://www.greenmountainclub.org/
http://www.fpr.vermont.gov/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/gmfl
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Vermont State Parks Offers Virtual Job Fair  
Tuesday, April 6, 2021, 6 – 7 PM 

  

MONTPELIER, VT - If you have ever been curious about 

what working in one of Vermont’s State Parks is like, now 

you have your chance to find out, virtually. On Tuesday, 

April 6, from 6:00 – 7:00 PM, Vermont State Parks hiring 

managers will give an online presentation on job 

opportunities in Vermont State Parks this summer. Additionally, State Parks staff 

will provide insights, discuss specific job openings, and answer any questions 

you may have. Of course, you will also learn how to apply for positions and how 

the hiring process works. 

  

“Vermont has a world class state park system and we’re searching for world 

class staff to facilitate meaningful and fun experiences in Vermont’s outdoors”, 

says Forests, Parks, and Recreation Commissioner Michael Snyder. He adds, 

“Working in a Vermont state park gives staff valuable and diverse work 

experience and is perfect for those who love the outdoors and are interested in 

pursuing a career in outdoor recreation.” 

  

Vermont State Parks is recruiting for a variety of positions in 55 state parks 

located throughout Vermont. Park seasons typical run May – Labor Day or May 

– Indigenous Peoples’ Day, although there is some flexibility on duration and 

schedule. Both part-time and full-time positions are available. 

  

The Virtual Job Fair will be held on the Microsoft Teams platform and pre-

registration is not required. To learn more about the Virtual Job Fair and 

employment opportunities visit vtstateparks.com/jobs. 

 
 

Bolton gazette information 
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition.  

Your submissions of any type and in any format are more than welcome! To OPT IN to 

receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and 

postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  
 

https://vtstateparks.com/jobs/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net

