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VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING 

                  & NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF TOWN REPORTS 

                  *NO IN-PERSON TOWN MEETING 2021*  
VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING FEBRUARY 22, 2021 AT 6 P.M. 

1. Due to COVID-19, there will NOT be an in-person Town Meeting or potluck dinner held on 

Monday, March 1, 2021. 

2. There will be in-person voting for all warned articles by Australian Ballot (our usual paper 

ballot process) at Smilie School on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 (Town Meeting Day) from 7 a.m. – 

7 p.m. Absentee/early voter ballots can be requested as usual, either online through My Voter 

Page: https://mvp.vermont.gov/,  or by contacting the Town Office. 

3. The Town of Bolton will hold a VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING on all 

warned articles on Monday, February 22, 2021 at 6 p.m., as required by Vermont state law, 17 

V.S.A. § 2680. 

4. There will be NO VOTING at this VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING. 

5. To ensure we have sufficient virtual platform capacity for all that want to attend this VIRTUAL 

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING, please let us know by February 15, 2021 at: 

www.boltonvt.com/vpih  

6. A recorded version of this hearing will be available online February 23, 2021 at the above URL.  

A printed copy of the hearing minutes will be available in the Town Office Little Library 

(BOLL). 

7. If you need any special accommodation in order to attend this VIRTUAL PUBLIC 

INFORMATIONAL HEARING, please call the Town Office at 434-5075. 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF TOWN REPORTS 

Printed copies of the Town Report will be available beginning Monday, February 15, 2021 at the 

Town Office Little Library (BOLL), at Smilie School, and online on the Town of Bolton website: 

www.boltonvt.com  Questions?  Call the Town Office at 434-5075. 

 

Please see page 8 for important information on the Election of Officers 2021, 

and how to have your name placed on the ballot to run for an office. 
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       CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Phoebe inspects her new  

2021 dog tag! 

          Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

I am so excited; I have my new 2021 dog tag! I know 

having a tag helps to keep me safe - humans know 

that I have been vaccinated against rabies (a terrible, 

contagious disease!), and if I get lost, someone that 

finds me can help me get home again.  Be sure to help 

your furry four-legged family members be safe too, 

and get their 2021 dog license and tag by April 1st! 

Now on to my question!   I love sniffing all kinds of 

tracks in the snow, and my humans always like to see 

what animals have been out and about.  Do you know 

something cool about canine tracks (canine is a fancy 

word for the dog family!)?  Hint – it has something to 

do with a letter! 

Find out in next month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!!  

Did you find out how Ridley Brook got its name?  It 

was in Bryan Farnsworth’s article last month– it was 

named for Samuel Ridley who had a hotel/boarding 

house at the base of Camel’s Hump Road. Ridley 

Brook is right next to this road, which is in Duxbury! 

A crate full of thanks! 
Many thanks to Anne Clegg and Leslie Pelch for 

all of their time, energy and hard work to continue 

the Holiday Crates of Cheer tradition in Bolton, 

especially this year during the COVID-19 

pandemic. Our sincere thanks to all of the generous 

donors and volunteers for helping to make the 2020 

Crates of Cheers such a success in this pandemic 

year: 

 
Over $1600 was collected in monetary donations! 

Over 20 households provided volunteers! 

Over 80 crocheted items were donated! 

40 crates were donated! 

40 jars of honey were donated! 

 
From Leslie Pelch: 

“Thank you for living the concept that we really are 

all in this together.  

 

If you have ideas for activities the Bolton 

Community Network could be pursuing in 2021 - 

send them my way! We'll start planning for the 

year ahead in March.” lesliepelch@gmail.com  

 

 
   And dare we say “good riddance 2020?”  

                       Here’s to 2021!  
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MMUUSD news 
MMUUSD Families and Community, 

In a challenging year that has kept many of us apart, we have all worked together in 

unprecedented ways. This crisis has forced us to think about all aspects of our work 

differently. Nothing will ever take away the need for, and the value of, the personal  

connections that are so vital to the work we do. However, the innovative practices  

and positive relationships that are being developed among the current in-person  

learning model, the hybrid model, and remote learning continue to impress and 

inspire us. 

 

Beginning January 4, 2021 MMUUSD will transition back all 5th and 6th grade students to in-

person learning  

 

BRMS and CHMS are excited to welcome 5th and 6th graders back to full in-person instruction on 

January 4, 2021 and follow the same weekly schedule as preK-4 students. The following factors and 

considerations influenced our decision not to alter the 5th and 6th grade plan we shared with the school 

community on November 13th: 

• BRMS and CHMS have the routines, protocols and staffing in place to implement all of Vermont’s 

COVID-19 health and safety guidelines. 

• School staff are prepared for this transition. 

• The health science supports returning 5th and 6th grade students back for full in-person instruction. This 

week we contacted decision makers from the Vermont Agency of Education (AOE) and Vermont 

Department of Health (VDH) to inquire if the conditions support bringing back 5th and 6th grade 

students. These representatives shared that if MMUUSD is able to follow the necessary health and safety 

precautions, there are no health science reasons to delay. They added that the increase of cases in 

Vermont are nominal compared to other states where schools have remained open, COVID-19 

cases in VT have leveled off, VDH data indicates VT is not experiencing an increase in cases due to 

Thanksgiving and full in-person instruction far outweighs the current health risks. 

• The VDH reported no positive COVID-19 cases of students or staff while infectious at school after the 

Thanksgiving break at BRMS or CHMS. 

• A strong majority of 5th and 6th grade families support the return to full in-person instruction. 

• January 4th is a natural transition. 

• Full in-person instruction is better for the social, emotional and academic well-being of students. 

 

We understand that this transition may concern some families due to the holiday season and we want to 

ensure the school community that we are utilizing and following the most up-to-date and reliable health 

science information available. It is important to note that if COVID-19 conditions change in our region or 

state or our middle schools are unable to implement state level health and safety procedures due to 

staffing shortages, CHMS and BRMS may need to return to the hybrid model or full remote learning. 
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Sincerely, 

John Alberghini, Superintendent 

Kevin Hamilton, BRMS Principal 

Rebecca Marsh, BRMS Assistant Principal 

Mark Carbone, CHMS Principal 

Wilhelmina Picard, CHMS Assistant Principal 

 
December 22, 2020 PRESS RELEASE  

The Mount Mansfield Unified Union School District is pleased to 

welcome Gretchen Muller as the Principal for Camels Hump Middle 

School and Darik Williams as the Principal for Jericho Elementary 

School beginning on July 1, 2021. 

 

Gretchen Muller has a Master of Science in Education from Mount 

Saint Mary College and a Bachelor of Science from Plymouth State College. Gretchen 

also has a Certificate of Advanced Graduate Studies in School Leadership from Saint 

Michael's College. She is currently the Principal at Stowe High School where she has 

worked for the last 1.5 years. Prior to this position, she was a Rowland Fellow, Co-

Coordinator of the YES Program and Teacher-Leader and Science Educator with the 

Burlington School District. 

 

Darik Williams has a Doctor of Education from Northwest Nazarene University, a Master 

of Education from University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and a Bachelor of Science 

in Elementary Education from Southern Illinois University of Carbondale. Darik is 

currently the Lower School Principal at the American School of Brasilia where he has 

worked for the past 2.5 years. Prior to this position, he was the Principal at Greenwood 

Elementary School in Greenwood Village, Colorado and the Assistant Principal at Laredo 

Middle School and Wilmette Junior High School. 

 

Please join us in welcoming Gretchen and Darik to our community.  
 

Emergency Closure (AKA Snowday)  

At this time, providing effective full virtual instruction and learning during 

emergency closure days is much more complex than it appears at first glance. 

There are equity, parental support, utility, staffing and logistical issues that 

need to be carefully studied and addressed before MMUUSD will be prepared 

to offer full remote learning when schools must be closed due to weather conditions or 

other emergency situations. In addition, a recent survey indicates a solid majority (over 

60%) of families do not support this change. Therefore, MMUUSD will not offer 

educational programming when school is canceled because of dangerous roads or other 

short-term emergency circumstances. These days will be made up at the end of the school 

year. Our investments in outdoor learning resources this past summer and fall will 

support in making this learning time rich and productive. 

 

Additional district information is always available at https://www.mmuusd.org/ 
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Into the woods – by ethan tapper 

 
Rubus: A Profile 

 

Whether you 

know them for 

their delicious 

berries or as a 

painful 

obstacle in the 

woods, 

everyone 

probably has 

some 

relationship to raspberries and 

blackberries. These incredible plants are 

often referred to by foresters and 

ecologists collectively as Rubus, which 

is the genus they belong to.  

 

While there are many species of Rubus 

in Vermont, I separate them into 

raspberries, blackberries, and purple-

flowering raspberry (Rubus odoratus). 

This last one is the oddball of the group; 

it lacks thorns, and has golden, shreddy 

bark, maple-like leaves and large, pink 

flowers. Also called “thimbleberry,” it 

produces raspberry-esque fruit which 

(ironically) is much flatter and less 

thimble-shaped than raspberry or 

blackberry. The berries are edible, with a 

“felty” texture.  

 

Both raspberries and blackberries can be 

identified by their distinctive berries and 

thorny canes. You can tell them apart by 

the color of their berries (although there 

are black raspberries), their leaves, or  

 

 

their canes. While both species have 

thorns, blackberry canes are ridged –a 

cross-section would reveal that it is 

angular, not round. Raspberry canes are 

round in cross-section and smooth (in 

between the thorns), often with 

“glaucous bloom” – a bluish waxy 

coating.  

 

The leaves of both raspberries and 

blackberries are “compound,” meaning 

that the “leaf” is made up of several 

“leaflets,” each of which looks like a 

separate leaf. Blackberry leaves are 

“palmately-compound,” meaning that 

the base of each leaflet attaches at a 

common point (like a fan), whereas 

raspberry leaves are “pinnately-

compound” – pairs of leaflets attach 

opposite one another at different points 

(like a fern).  

 

Rubus are everywhere, but especially 

common in “disturbed” areas where 

trees have been cut or otherwise died. 

They have two main strategies for 

reproduction. The first is “layering” – 

creating new plants by sprouting from 

their root system, sprouting from the 

base of an existing plant or by 

establishing “adventitious” roots where 

the tip of a cane touches the ground. If 

you’ve ever battled Rubus in your yard, 

you know that their knack for layering 

makes them very resilient.  

 
Continued next page  
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The second and more incredible method 

that Rubus uses to reproduce is their 

seeds. It seems like every animal in the 

woods, from birds to bears, gorges 

themselves on raspberries and 

blackberries. The seeds pass through 

their digestive systems and (some time 

later) are deposited throughout the 

woods, wherever that critter happens to 

be. It’s a  

great seed dispersal strategy – essentially 

hitching a ride on a bird or other animal.  

 

If Rubus seeds end up in a suitable place 

– maybe somewhere with “scuffed-up” 

soils and plenty of light – they can 

germinate right away. However, most 

Rubus seeds get dropped in places that 

aren’t ideal spots. When this happens, 

they become part of the “seed bank” – 

the seeds that wait in the soil, remaining 

viable but ungerminated. Rubus seeds 

can remain in the seed bank for 20-40 

years, and in some cases up to 100 years. 

When opportunity knocks – in the form 

of a windstorm, logging, a forest fire – 

they sprout.  

 

What this means is that, for the most 

part, Rubus that appear after forest 

management or a natural disturbance 

aren’t arriving at that site. They’ve been 

in the soil under your feet, maybe for 

decades, waiting for their opportunity to 

grow.  

 

Rubus was once disliked by the forestry 

community, mostly because of how it 

springs up following forest management. 

Foresters wanted to grow trees, not 

bushes, and so they considered Rubus to 

be “interfering vegetation,” taking up 

growing space that could be growing 

trees; Rubus was sometimes cut and 

sprayed with herbicide just to get it out 

of the way. However, science has 

revealed that Rubus doesn’t interfere 

with the ability of trees to grow. On the 

contrary, it is an integral part of an 

ephemeral stage in forest development. 

Rubus provides valuable nutrient-cycling 

and some seedling protection – shielding 

young trees from herbivory with their 

thorny canes. They are also an incredibly 

important food source for all manner of 

wildlife, from neo-tropical songbirds 

stocking up for migration to black bears 

building up fat reserves for hibernation.  

 

Like many things in forests and forestry, 

understanding the role of Rubus requires 

us to be patient and to “zoom out”.  The 

briars, brambles and prickers that scrape 

your legs will give way to young forests, 

and someday to old forests. Instead of 

cursing these prickly plants, enjoy this 

“moment in time,” and marvel at their 

patience and persistence.  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County 

Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov or  

(802) 585-9099.  
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CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club   
Senior Dinner  

Senior Dinner: Being able to gather together is continuing to be on 

“pause” due to COVID-19, and will continue to be paused until 

conditions and restrictions allow.  Our thanks to our Senior Meal 

Coordinator, Doris Wheelock, for continuing to provide home 

delivery of the monthly senior meal.  Questions?  Contact Doris @ 

434-3769   

 

get your dog’s 2021 Dog license and be entered for a chance  
to win a free 2022 dog license! 

 

The 2021 gold paw dog tags (voted in by the Smilie School students!) 

are here and we are ready to license your dog by April 1st per VT law.   

All dogs registered by April 1st will be entered into the drawing to win a 

free 2022 dog license, with the winner announced in April 2021! A 

current rabies certificate is required for a license, and the 2021 fees are 

as follows: 

 

 

Prior to April 1st: neutered/spayed $9,  

un-neutered/spayed $13 

After April 1st: neutered/spayed $11,  

un-neutered/spayed $17 

We are happy to issue dog licenses by mail.  Please contact 

the Town Office if you need more information.  You can 

access the license form (under Animal Control on the Forms 

and Documents page) from the town website: 

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/                     

 

Property taxes  

The third installment of property taxes is due on Monday, February 

15, 2021.  However, as that date is a USPS Postal holiday, 

postmarks of February 16th and payments deposited at the Town 

Office by 4 p.m. on February 16th will be accepted as on time. 

 

Bolton gazette information 
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition.  

Your submissions of any type and in any format are more than welcome!!! To OPT IN to 

receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and 

postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Election of Officers 2021  
 

Although we will not be holding an in-

person Town Meeting in 2021, we will 

still be electing our officers by 

Australian Ballot (voting by paper 

ballot) on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 – 

that process will be exactly the same as 

prior years! Polls will be open 7 a.m. –  

7 p.m. at Smilie School. 

 

These are the offices currently open for election/re-election.  Both incumbents on the 

Select Board have indicated that they will not be seeking re-election in 2021.  

 

• Cemetery Commissioner – 3-year term  

• Grand Juror and Town Agent – I-year terms - legal necessity being researched 

• Town Constable – 1-year term 

• Town Moderator – 1-year term 

• Select Board – 2-year term  

• Select Board – 3-year term  

 

Please note:  Due to COVID-19, ACT 162 has made the following accommodations for 

Town Meeting 2021: 

 

• No signatures are required to be collected by candidates for local 

office.  Those candidates are only required to file a Consent of Candidate 

form no later than the sixth Monday before the election, January 25, 2021. 

 

In short: candidates do NOT NEED TO COLLECT SIGNATURES ON A PETITON to 

run for office. The only requirement is to complete the consent of candidate form, 

available by contacting the Town Office, and return it by the deadline of January 25, 

2021.   

Please contact the Town Office if you have any questions: 434-5075. 

 

 
 

 

 


