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                                                                           Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

  Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Remote Meeting Minutes 

 November 9, 2020 

 

Board members present remotely:  Tony Barbagallo, Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers (6:10 p.m.), Wendy 

Hoffman, Janet Metz 

Board members absent: none 

Also present remotely: Doris Wheelock, Lindsay DesLauriers, Regina Mahony, Sai Sarepelli, Larry St. Peter 

Clerk remote: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara with a quorum of 4 

members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda:  

Additions: none. 

Deletions: Financial reports – not available. 

3. Public Comment: none. 

4. Communications: 

1. Resignation of Duncan Galbraith, Bolton’s CSWD Representative due to move from Bolton. Amy 

Grover will post notice accordingly, BSB will reach out to neighbors/community members.  

2. PZA Jon Ignatowski provided a PZA report in addition to emails with status updates for the 

Reynolds property. 

5. Recurring Business: 

➢ Minutes October 19 & October 26, 2020: Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the minutes of 

October 19 and October 26, 2020 as presented.”  Wendy Hoffman seconded. There was no further 

discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0). 

• Warrants; Reviewed for signature by Mica Cassara. 

• Financial Reports: see #2 above. 

6. Business & Action Items: 

• Town Meeting 2021 - Amy Grover noted that the BSB needs to consider how to address Town 

Meeting 2021 under a pandemic, including: 

➢ Decisions regarding a virtual/remote Town Meeting or virtual Informational Meeting must 

made in sufficient time to be included in the Town Report and warning (generally due mid 

to late January). 

➢ ACT 162 accommodations in place allows a legislative body to vote to use Australian ballot 

for any town meeting in 2021 and lifts the requirement for signed petitions for a candidate 

for local elections. 

➢ Towns which plan to continue a floor meeting must do so in compliance with the relevant 

health and safety guidance from all applicable offices. It would not appear that there is 

sufficient space in the Smilie School Gym to allow for a floor meeting and meet current 

requirements, with the unknown factor of requirements which may be in effect on March 2, 

2021. 

➢ Potluck dinner and childcare will be suspended in 2021. 

       Discussion included: 
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➢ Potential for a hybrid meeting with reservations required, lack of accessibility for both (in 

person and virtual), potential for increased and unbudgeted election costs especially with 

respect to absentee ballots. 

➢ Mica Cassara to connect with Deb Shelby on IT insight. 

➢ Decision on Town Meeting plan needed by December 14, 2020. 

• Review/Approval – Bourne’s Propane Contract: Brief discussion on pricing, pricing of other 

suppliers. Lynda DesLauriers to contact Bourne’s on pricing, Amy Grover to provide contact 

information. 

• Review/Approval - Community Bank Line of Credit FEMA Repairs Notch Road Slide: Tony 

Barbagallo  made the motion “to approve the Community Bank Line of Credit of $400K for the 

Notch Road Slide repairs as presented and to authorize Mica Cassara to sign on behalf of the 

town.”  Janet Metz seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed (5-0).   

• Review/Approval - 2021 Mowing Contract Summit Property Management: Tony Barbagallo made 

the motion “to approve the 2021 Mowing Contract with Summit Property Management for $3K.”  

Wendy Hoffman seconded. Tony Barbagallo noted there was an typo in the contract cost, $3K, not 

$30K. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0), with Amy 

Grover to correct the typo. 

7. Appointments: 

1. 6:30 p.m.  Doris Wheelock – Request to resume Senior December Dinner in person at the Fire 

Station.  

➢ Doris Wheelock noted that Fire Chief Mike Gervia gave approval for use of the Fire 

Station, their plan would be to use one of the bays with several tables for distancing, no 

open food served, 10-14 people.  

➢ Board members noted their concerns of the vulnerable group, that current gathering 

guidelines are now 10 people or less, they are sympathetic to the isolation of seniors, are 

grateful to Doris for what she does for the community, and that it is very difficult to say no. 

Decision: for safety’s sake, the seniors need to continue to postpone in person gatherings 

until the spring or until COVID-19 guidelines allow. 

2. 6:40 p.m. - Lindsay DesLauriers, CRPC Representatives, Review/Potential Approval of CDBG 

Grant and Subgrant Agreements, all Additional Documents, and Grant Agreement Resolution 

Form: 

• Regina Mahoney noted: 

➢ Grant conditions have been successfully met, they are requesting that the BSB accepts 

the grant agreement from the state, and that Mica Cassara be authorized to sign on 

behalf of the Town of Bolton.   

➢ The sub agreements for the sub loan for hotel renovations and sub grant for water 

system improvements will be finalized and executed shortly. 

➢ Once the documents are executed, the requisition process can begin, and that she will 

confirm that requisitions for the hotel project can move forward. 

• Tony Barbagallo noted that the Hometown Appreciation Day document was missing. 

➢ Sai Sarepelli stated that was an oversight and was sending the document then via email. 

• Sai Sarepelli stated that there needed to be a change in the security for the subgrant 

agreement, ensuring appropriate collateral, as it was not a mortgage deed. 

• Group discussion on the water system: 

➢ Permits are not yet in place, funds cannot be requisitioned until permits are in place.  

➢ Lindsay DesLauriers noted that plans have shifted due to lack of water flow in area of 

current infrastructure, and they are exploring moving the treatment plant to Timberline, 
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building another snowmaking pond at the snowmaking intake site for which there is an 

easement,  expanding the water storage capacity to be shared between snowmaking and 

drinking water while being able to use much of the same infrastructure. 

➢ Tony Barbagallo questioned the timeline for that major change and allowing time for 

BSB review. 

➢ Lindsay DesLauriers noted the change was recent, the plan is still under discussion with 

the state, they have not yet spoken with the department that oversees snowmaking, and 

that details will take time to finalize. 

• Tony Barbagallo stated that an email from Town Attorney Bob Fletcher indicated approval 

for moving the process forward, with the town signing the documents when necessary 

amendments have been made. 

➢ Mica Cassara stated that he would like town attorney approval stating all documents 

were in order. 

➢ Regina Mahony stated the grant requires a specific written opinion from the town 

attorney, and that the legal opinion cannot be finalized until the subgrant agreements are 

in order, and that the Select Board should proceed with the approval motion tonight. 

➢ Lindsay DesLauriers stated she was imploring the BSB to move forward with making 

the motion for approval, as the company shouldered the hotel renovation costs and 

needed to submit a requisition for reimbursement, and that the company would follow 

all state guidelines and recommendations. 

• Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to accept the terms and conditions as furnished in the 

CDBG agreement #07110-IG-2018-Bolton-16 as described in the resolution and PM-1 

form; to authorize execution of the Sub-Grant agreement, and associated documents, and 

the Loan and Security Agreement, and associated documents, with minor edits made 

between now and the date of closing; and to authorize Michael (Mica) Cassara to execute 

all documents associated with the CDBG agreement on behalf of the Town of Bolton.”  

Janet Metz seconded. There was no further discussion.  Four were in favor and the motion 

passed (4-0), Tony Barbagallo abstained. Lindsay DesLauriers expressed her appreciation.  

Regina Mahony stated CCRCP would be in touch regarding the closing. 

3. 7 p.m. Larry St. Peter - FY 21-22 Highway Budget, Employee Review Executive Session as 

Needed: 

• Budget review discussion included increases and reductions, material needs, maintenance 

needs, shifts in operations, reduction suggestions made by the BSB. The BSB noted they 

recognized current uncertainties, pricing in flux due to the pandemic, Larry St .Peter being 

new to his position, and that they appreciated his approach for providing a sound budget, 

and to keep up the good work. 

• Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to enter executive session under 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a) (1) 

(B) labor relation agreements with employees and to invite Larry St. Peter to join.”  Janet 

Metz seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed 

(5-0) at 7:42 p.m. Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to exit executive session.”  Tony 

Barbagallo seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed (5-0) at 8:23 p.m.  

• Mica Cassara made the motion “to increase Eric Andrew’s hourly and OT wages and 

provide compensation for summer 2020 challenging work conditions, effective 

immediately.”  Janet Metz seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed (5-0). 
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• Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to increase Cody Quenneville’s hourly and OT 

wages effective immediately.”  Janet Metz seconded. There was no further discussion.  All 

were in favor and the motion passed (5-0). 

• Brief group discussion on condition of Duxbury and Bolton Valley Access Roads, emerald 

ash borer impacting ash trees in the town ROW and where power lines may be vulnerable, 

revamping time in/out system to indicate work completed through codes, lunch breaks, tree 

removal at Gleason Brook and Joiner Brook Lane, completion of grant work, completion of 

emergency safety measures on Notch Road, equipment maintenance needs. 

8. Adjournment:   Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”  Janet Metz seconded. 

There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 8:44 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on: 

 


