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   A different Town meeting in 2021! 
Town Meeting 2021 is going to be different, due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the uncertainty of 

knowing what guidelines and restrictions for public gatherings may be in place in early March 

2021. Usually, we would be planning for our community to gather on Monday evening, March 1st 

for our traditional potluck dinner followed by Town Meeting, which includes voting on several 

warned articles “from the floor,” (voice vote/show of hands) including the town budget.  Town 

Meeting on Monday night would be followed by “Australian ballot” (our usual paper ballot 

process) voting at Smilie School on Tuesday March 2nd, including the election of candidates and 

voting on the conservation fund. 

This year, in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the VT Legislature passed Act 162, which 

allows a legislative body (in Bolton, this is the Select Board) to vote to use Australian ballot for 

everything to be voted on at Town Meeting in 2021. In order to be proactive and not reactive, the 

Select Board unanimously voted to use this option at their November 16, 2020 meeting. 

This temporary law allows municipalities that normally “vote from the     floor,” as we do in 

Bolton on Town Meeting Day, to instead use the Australian ballot voting FOR ALL WARNED 

ARTICLES.  

What does this mean? 

1. There will not be an in-person Town Meeting or potluck dinner held on Monday, 

March 1, 2021. Per Act 162, this is only for 2021 (hopefully COVID-19 will not impact 

Town Meeting 2022!). 

2. There will be in-person voting for all warned articles by Australian Ballot (our usual 

paper ballot process) at Smilie School on Tuesday, March 2, 2021. 

3. The town will hold a required VIRTUAL PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING on 

Monday, February 22, 2021 at 6 p.m.  There will be NO VOTING at this public 

informational hearing.  If you need any special accommodation in order to attend this 

virtual public informational hearing, please call the Town Office. 

4. Be on the lookout for more information on the VIRTUAL PUBLIC 

INFORMATIONAL HEARING in early January 2021. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/Docs/ACTS/ACT162/ACT162%20As%20Enacted.pdf
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 CLerk’s Corner ConTinued page 8 

   

 

Phoebe looks for ice in  

ridley brook!           

phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

Well, my swimming season is just about over, and 

that means winter is on its way!  It’s really fun 

when the brooks start to freeze and I can go 

“mining” for ice on the edges, and chew it up!  It’s 

so delicious and crunchy!  I know you already 

learned a lot about the brook names here in Bolton, 

and this one is just over the Bolton boundary line 

in Waterbury and is called “Ridley Brook.”  Do 

you know where this brook got its name? (There 

may be a clue in this issue!) Find out in next 

month’s issue! 

WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer:  Any guesses of the 

something that used to be close (we think) to where 

we were?  It was pretty big – and it was a lodge on 

the Long Trail called “Dunsmore Lodge!” It had 

“cooking utensils, a woodstove, good water, and 

bunks for 12!” My humans and I wonder if 

someday, some folks will search for and find the 

exact spot and some traces of the lodge.  See a map 

and a picture of the view of Camel’s Hump from 

Dunsmore Lodge on page 14!  

 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Seeking a Representative to 
the CSWD & thank you! 

The Town of Bolton is seeking a Chittenden Solid 

Waste District Representative to serve as Bolton's 

volunteer representative on that board.  Meetings 

are held the 4th Wednesday (currently virtually) of 

the month. The Board of Commissioners is the 

governing body of the CSWD and sets policy on 

solid waste management for the member 

communities. For more information about 

representing Bolton on the CSWD Board, please 

contact the CSWD at 872-8100. The Town wants 

to extend our thanks and appreciation to Duncan 

Galbraith who served as our representative for 

many years, and only resigned due to moving from 

Bolton. Thank you, Duncan! 
 

Condolences 
Our heartfelt condolences and sympathy to our 

Assessor, Ted Nelson, and family on the passing of 

his wife, Betsy. 

 

Our heartfelt condolences and sympathy to our 

Town Constable, Jonathan Dennis, and family on 

the passing of his wife, Amanda. 

 

Our heartfelt condolences and sympathy to our 

Highway Foreman, Eric Andrews, and family on 

the passing of his father, Rodney. 
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November 3, 2020 General Election Wrap Up! 
  

We saw an all-time record voter turnout here in Bolton for the November 3, 

2020 General/Presidential Election with 797 voters casting their ballots out 

of 1025 registered voters: 77.75%.  If we look at the percentage in relation 

to ACTIVE, registered voters (878), that percentage climbs to 90.7%. Either 

way, an all-time record.  Thank you to every voter who cast their ballot. For 

those voters who came to the polls, thank you for your kindness, patience, 

and respect, and for following the COVID-19 guidance measures that were in place. 

 

A huge thank you goes to our election officials, poll workers, and ballot counters for their help and 

support in making this a successful and accurate election.  Their help was deeply appreciated, given 

that they still were willing to help in the middle of a pandemic. THANK YOU: Carol, John and 

Kathryn Devlin, Paula and Andrew Gervia, Brenda McKeown, Deb Shelby, Lia Chien & Lyressa 

Osgood, Don & Ann Whitman, Leslie Pelch & Peter Schoen, Mica and Gina Cassara & Vicky 

Congdon, Wendy Hoffman & Tim Farrell, Rich & Mary-Ellen Seaver Reid, Chrissy Keating, Jen 

Dudley-Gaillard, Mike & Mo McIntyre, Katerina Lisaius & Josh Coffee, Lynda DesLauriers, Lisa 

Stanton, John Devine, Rita Kelly, Virginia Haviland, Andrew Pond, Alison Smith, Cindy Walker, 

Karen Torrey, Lela McCaffrey, Steve Barner, Hilary & Joss Besse, and Tim Grover.  It takes a 

village to run an election!  We are also incredibly grateful that the State provided us with more than 

ample PPE and hand sanitizer to help keep our voters and workers safe. 

  

Thanks to Smilie School for hosting the election and to Principal Barbara Tomasi-Gay and custodian 

Deb Andrews for making sure we had everything we needed for the election - including a plowed 

parking lot and salted sidewalks. 

 

We appreciated that our representatives Theresa Wood and Tom Stevens took time to stop by the 

polls, and our congratulations to them both on their re-election. 

 

If you are wondering how Bolton voted, here are some highlights (not all candidates included): 
President: 

Joe Biden 537 

Donald Trump 218 

Bernie Sanders 4 

Chuck Norris 1 

Kanye West 1 

Mitt Romney 1 

 

Congress: 

Peter Welch 534 

Miriam Berry 186 

 

Governor: 

Phil Scott 553 

David Zuckerman 209 

 

Lt. Governor: 

Molly Gray 423 

Scott Milne 300 

 

Treasurer: 

Beth Pearce 448 

Carolyn Brangan 210 

 

Secretary of State: 

Jim Condos 505 

H. Brook Paige 181 

 

Auditor: 

Doug Hoffer 611 

Cris Ericson 85 

 

Attorney General: 

T.J. Donovan 536 

H. Brooke Paige 173 

 

 

State Senator: 

Thomas Chittenden 430 

Ginny Lyons 416 

Michael Sirotkin 381 

Kesha Ram 377 

Phil Baruth 373 

Christopher Pearson 302 

Susan Bowen 227 

Tom Chastenay 210 

Erica Redic 199 

Dean Rolland 198 

Kase Long 190 

Kylie Hollingsworth 180 

James Ehlers 137 

 

Locally received write-in votes: 

Todd Kiel for both Lt. Governor (1) 

and High Bailiff (2) 

Aiden Woods for High Bailiff (3)  

Dominque Ayer for Governor (1) 

Curtis Hunter for Auditor (2) 

Michael Boutin for State Senator (1) 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 



december 2020                                                                                                page 4 
MMUUSD district happenings  

Gratitude 

With the upcoming holiday season, when we traditionally take time 

to give thanks, we want to express our gratitude for the many 

individuals who make MMUUSD a special community to be a part 

of. We know how difficult this year has been, and we want you to 

know that your effort, hard work, and sacrifice has not gone 

unnoticed. To our students who come to school either in-person or 

virtually, thank you for being ready to learn and grow, even in these 

challenging times. You inspire us. To our teachers, principals, 

nurses, bus drivers, food service staff, custodians, coaches, and the 

many support staff, thank you for your dedication to each and every MMUUSD student. 

Thank you to our parents and guardians for supporting MMUUSD and for sending us 

your wonderful children, and for your commitment to ensuring their success and our 

success. Thank you to our community partners. Your support for our district and our 

schools enriches our students learning. 

 

Positive COVID-19 Communication 

Based on the increase in cases of COVID-19 across Vermont and staff surveillance 

testing taking place in all preK-12 Vermont schools, it is highly likely MMUUSD will 

have more students and employees who contract and test positive for COVID-19. 

Therefore, moving forward, the District will not be sending district-wide communication 

when we learn of a positive case at a school. Parents/caregivers/guardians, personnel, 

community members, and students who want to know the COVID-19 case counts in 

MMUUSD schools can link to this state-level dashboard. We will continue to inform 

specific school communities when we learn of a positive COVID-19 case at a school, as 

well as any changes to learning 

plans. For questions or to report information regarding COVID-19 please call 802-858-

6316 or email covid@mmuusd.org. 

 

K – 8 Virtual Academy 

The K-8 Virtual Academy is approaching its second semester which is slated to start on 

January 18th. The VTVLC allows school districts to enroll students during the open 

enrollment period just prior to the second semester, so we are gathering interest from 

families. The VTVLC has not let us know the number of spaces we will have available, 

but we are certain we will be able to offer this to families interested in joining the K-8 

Virtual Academy. The spaces for the Virtual Academy are based on the capacity within 

the VTVLC systems and they will not have an accurate number until the first weeks of 

December. The K-8 Virtual Academy has been a wonderful opportunity for students and 

families seeking an alternate educational experience from the traditional in-person 

learning model. If you are interested in learning more about the K-8 Virtual Academy, 

you can reach out to our Director of Virtual Learning, Ben White, or visit our website 

https://www.mmuusd.org/  

 

For more on “District Happenings” visit https://www.mmuusd.org/  

mailto:covid@mmuusd.org
https://www.mmuusd.org/
https://www.mmuusd.org/
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 

The Benefits of Diversity 

 

I often talk about encouraging 

“diversity” in our forests. The reaction 

of most people is that they want their 

forest to be diverse, but they might not 

know what that actually means or why 

it’s important.  

 

In an ecological context, diversity means 

several different things. The term is 

usually used to describe species 

diversity, the number of different species 

of trees in a forest. In this sense, a forest 

with a lot of different species of trees is 

“very diverse.”  

 

A lesser-known type of diversity is 

structural diversity, which I think of as 

the way that the forest is growing. 

Structural diversity can be defined as the 

arrangement of different ages and sizes 

of trees in a forest; a forest with patches 

of young trees, old trees and middle-

aged trees – and all ages and sizes of 

trees growing together – is “structurally 

diverse”. 

 

“Structural diversity” can also refer to 

the presence of different types of dead 

trees; dead-standing trees (“snags”) and 

dead wood on the forest floor of all 

different shapes and sizes.  While it may 

 

 

 

seem counter-intuitive, dead wood in the 

forest is incredibly important (arguably 

as important as living trees) for a ton of 

different ecological functions.  These 

range from providing habitat for 

everything from birds and mammals to 

the tiny bugs and fungi that make our 

forests work, to influencing forest 

hydrology and forming rich soils for 

future generations of trees.  

 

Readers of this column know that I 

advocate for both species diversity and 

structural diversity constantly. I do this 

because diversity supports everything 

that we want to manage forests for. 

Diverse forests store more carbon, and 

we expect them to be better-suited to a 

changing climate. They provide habitat 

for a wide range of Vermont’s wildlife. 

Studying old growth forests also shows 

us that species and structural diversity 

are important parts of how forests 

naturally grow and develop, which we 

want to emulate in any management that 

we do. 

 

Think about the importance of diversity 

as a forest having “more tools in its 

toolkit.” Forests with a lot of species and 

structural diversity are more resilient – 

able to remain healthy and productive 

amidst great stress and change – and 

adaptive – able to respond differently to 

the varied forms that disturbance and 

stressors take. Diversity protects forests 

from stressors that target a single species 

of tree – like the emerald ash borer – or a 

single size of tree – like a windstorm that 

 
 
Continued next page  
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wipes out a forest’s overstory but leaves 

the understory intact. These qualities are 

important to any forest, but are 

especially crucial in a changing climate, 

when we expect natural disturbances to 

increase in intensity and frequency and 

for climatic changes to impact different 

tree species differently.  

 

We want to cultivate diversity both 

within our forests and across the 

landscape. When managing for diverse 

forests, most people encourage Alpha 

diversity, the sheer number of different 

species and conditions in their forest. 

Looking solely at Alpha diversity, 

“edges” – where forests meet non-

forested areas – are some of our most 

diverse habitats, used by huge numbers 

of tree, plant and animal species.  

 

If you managed a forest for maximum 

Alpha diversity by creating a ton of 

“edges”, you would help some wildlife 

species but neglect those that need 

something different, like wildlife that 

require large, unbroken forest blocks. 

You might create great foraging habitat 

for a species, but nowhere for them to 

breed, nest, or rear their young. You 

would also be encouraging a habitat type 

that we already have in abundance – as 

our landscape becomes more developed 

and fragmented, there are plenty of 

edges and comparatively little unbroken 

“interior” forest. For these reasons, in 

addition to Alpha diversity you should 

consider Beta Diversity – the 

“uniqueness” of a site. While a forest or 

habitat may not support a lot of different 

species, it might provide something 

unique – a critical habitat for a few 

species – and so be worth protecting. 

  

When species diversity, structural 

diversity, Alpha diversity and Beta 

diversity combine, they form complex, 

resilient and ecologically-functional 

landscapes. These are landscapes which 

are beautiful – supporting our quality of 

life and the character of our communities 

– functional – providing clean air, clean 

water, and many other benefits that 

make our world work – and productive – 

producing local renewable resources and 

other economic and cultural 

opportunities like forest-based recreation 

– into the indefinite future.   

 

 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County 

Forester for the Vermont Department of 

Forests, Parks and Recreation. He can be 

reached at his office at 111 West Street,  

Essex Junction, at (802)-585-9099, or at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov  

 

  
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club 
Senior Dinner: Being able to gather together is continuing to be on 

“pause” due to COVID-19, and will continue to be paused until conditions 

and restrictions allow.  Our thanks to our Senior Meal Coordinator, Doris 

Wheelock, for continuing to provide home delivery of the monthly senior 

meal.  Doris will be delivering holiday cheer along with meals on 

December 5th, earlier than the usual 4th Thursday of the month due to the 

holidays. Questions?  Contact Doris @ 434-3769   

 

 Holiday crates of cheer reminder 
We are continuing to accept monetary donations for the 2020 Holiday Crates of 

Cheer at the Town Office up to and beyond December 10th, as any funds that 

are not used this year will be saved for next year’s Crates of Cheer. Reminder: 

While we will continue to recognize and thank our senior residents with crates, 

we want to support other members of our community who may be facing 

challenging circumstances. Please contact the Town Office if you would like to 

“nominate” a resident who would benefit from a cheery crate.  

  
 Property Taxes  

Thank you to all of the Bolton property owners who paid the 

November installment of property taxes on time, who wrote checks 

legibly, with a blue or black pen (yes, some checks written in sparkly 

pink or red ink did arrive - sadly, the bank scanner cannot read them), 

and identified their parcel ID number. Just FYI – do you know that the 

town processes over 3,500 tax payments in a year? Any assistance 

from the property owners in helping to make that process go smoothly is very much appreciated. 

The 1% interest has been calculated, and late notices have been sent. Currently there is $59,197 in 

outstanding principal past due for September and November. The town relies on the prompt 

payment of property taxes in order to meet our financial obligations.  The current outstanding 

amount that is past due would cover 12 weeks of payroll. Reminder: any property owner facing 

financial challenges can request tax abatement. Please contact the Town Office for more 

information. 

There always seems to be some confusion around tax payments.  Can you pay more than what is 

due?  Absolutely!  Can you pay in advance of due dates?  Sure!  Can you pay your whole balance 

at any time?  Of course! Can you pay $100 now towards your February 2021 installment? Yes! 

Can we let you know what your balance is at any time?  Certainly! What the town cannot do is 

mail you a receipt without your SASE, or become your own personal accountant; figuring out 

payment plans, and how much needs to be paid and when so that installments are paid in full and 

on time. The property owner needs to take ownership of that, with thanks for your understanding. 

  

December 2019                                                                                                  page 9 
BioBlitz at Camels Hump Middle School 

 

 
 

 
 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition.  Your 

submissions of any type and in any format are more than welcome!!! To OPT IN to receive the Bolton 

Gazette electronically and in color email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 

mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Our Unsung Heroes of Democracy 
By Vermont Secretary of State Jim Condos 

  
As Vermonters we should be proud. The November General Election saw Vermonters voting in record 

numbers, exercising our civic duty both safely and securely during circumstances that are anything but 

ordinary. 

  

Much of the conversation nationally is focused on the results of the election. I think it’s equally important to 

discuss the hard work done by local election officials administering our democratic process. 

  

The elections process is different across all 50 states. How votes are received, and when they are counted, 

may be dissimilar across county or state lines. However, every state in the nation shares one common 

underpinning: hardworking election officials focused on the integrity and security of our elections. 

  

In Vermont, these heroes of democracy are the Town and City Clerks. While my office and the Legislature 

get much of the credit for big picture policy setting, none of that would matter were it not for the diligent, 

steadfast work of the Clerks. From Town Meeting Day to the Presidential Election, the Clerks keep the front 

door open to democracy for Vermont voters, working long days and late hours before, on, and after Election 

Day. 

  

Their list of responsibilities is a lengthy one, from assisting local voters with the registration process, to 

recruiting election officials and processing early/absentee ballots. Across every acre of this state, the Town 

and City Clerks conduct these tasks with excellence. The same is true of local Boards of Civil Authority 

members and election workers who assist the Clerks in this work. 

  

This year was no exception, despite the significant challenges that the COVID-19 health crisis has posed to 

our normal elections process. In response, the Clerks went above and beyond. They worked in advance with 

my office to put measures in place to make the elections process as safe as possible for every voter, ensuring 

that no Vermonter eligible to vote would have to choose between their health and their right to vote. They 

processed the enormous influx of early ballots to ensure that every vote cast by an eligible voter was 

counted. They designed safe polling place layouts, so that in-person voting on Election Day could be done as 

safely as possible at the polls. After all that, they were still able to tabulate and provide unofficial election 

night results for over 98% of Vermont precincts by midnight that night. In the ensuing days they carefully 

reviewed and certified results, in a deliberative process that ensures accuracy in the count. 

  

When I hear rhetoric, conspiracy theories, and baseless claims denigrating the security and integrity of our 

elections process, one of the things that bothers me most is complete dismissal of the hard work done by 

these sworn officials who care deeply about the integrity of the process, and the sanctity of democracy. 

Every election cycle, and even more so this year, I am grateful for the diligence and dutifulness of Vermont’s 

Town and City Clerks. I hope that you will join me in thanking our local heroes of democracy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ann & Don Whitman, Paula Gervia, & John Devlin masked up and ready to assist voters 11/3/20. 
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Winter is here and we need your help!  
Even although the calendar still says fall, winter will soon be 

upon us and that means snow and plowing! Please be 

considerate of our hard-working highway staff and the very 

long hours they spend plowing our roads by keeping the town 

right of way and traveled portion of all town highways clear of 

all items: your parked vehicles, garbage cans, and recycling 

totes.  Our highway staff simply CAN NOT stop a fully 

loaded, 45,000-pound vehicle, with a wing plow, on a slippery 

road, often in very hilly terrain to move your cans and totes out of the right of way.  The 

town also does not have the resources to maintain a “bare roads” policy our 20+ miles of 

town roads. 

 

Vehicles left parked/abandoned in the traveled portion of town highways are always a 

safety concern for all involved. Choosing to leave a vehicle parked in such manner risks 

causing an accident, that vehicle being hit, being completely plowed in, or BEING 

TOWED per Bolton’s Traffic Ordinance. Thank you in advance for your help with this.  

 

You can access the town’s “Winter Operations Plan” (which provides information on 

plowing/maintaining our town highways in the winter) at: http://boltonvt.com/wp-

content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf 

 

Winter driving calls for extra caution and preparation – are you ready to tackle winter 

driving this year? See safe winter driving tips from the Vermont State Police: 

https://vsp.vermont.gov/trafficsafety/winter 
 

Elected Town officers 2021 
One thing that has not changed for Town Meeting 2021 is that there will still be town 

officer positions       open for election/re-election.  Act 162 has also addressed this 

process by lifting the requirement that a person running for office needs to collect voter 

signatures on a petition to have his or her name placed on a ballot as a candidate. For 

2021 only, a person running for office only needs to submit a consent of candidate form 

to the Town Office.  The following elected town offices are open for election/re-election 

in 2021: 

Select Board 2 year term 

Select Board 3 year term 

Town Moderator 1 year term 

Town Constable 1 year term  

Town Agent 1 year term 

Grand Juror 1 year term 

Cemetery Commissioner 3 

year term 

 

If you are interested in running for office and serving our community, 

please contact the Town Office. 

 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf
https://vsp.vermont.gov/trafficsafety/winter
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The jewells of honey hollow by bryan Farnsworth - history group 
Jesse Jewell born February 4, 1776 in Dudley Massachusetts during the early colonization and the 

most defying time in this land's history, our fight for independence. The town of Dudley 

Massachusetts was only established as a settlement in 1732. Dudley lies just north of the 

Connecticut border.  Jesse was just a few months old when the Declaration of Independence was 

signed. His parents must have felt an insurmountable burden raising a young child in a new world 

of so many unknowns. It is unknown when Jesse came to Vermont and with whom. 

 

Sally Smith was born in North Salem New York on August 30, 1781 to Abraham and Sally 

(Crane) Smith. Sally met Jesse in the beginning of the 1800’s. They married in Richmond 

Vermont on September 5, 1803 and settled in Bolton in an area known as “Honey Hollow.” The 

start to their life together in the wilderness of Vermont was a struggle as the new colonies were 

still being populated and there was no shortage of work to be done. They lost their first daughter 

little Sally in May 1804, she only lived a few days.  

 

The Honey Hollow district of Bolton was being settled by those that dared to start a life in the 

rocky hills of Bolton. Noah Preston settled at the base of Honey Hollow in the 1790’s. The 

Prestons would be neighbors to the Jewells. Other notable names in the Honey Hollow area at 

that time included the Stockwells, Lewis, Bennetts, and Algers. The picturesque falls and other 

bountiful resources surely enticed Jesse and Sally to settle in the area. Their home was near the 

base of the lower falls but they also acquired plots of land further up the falls for purposes of 

farming. Jesse began clearing and working the land as he and Sally started a family. 

  

During the War of 1812, Jesse left Sally and their 5 children in Bolton and joined up with the 

Volunteers of the Green Mountains. Many men from Bolton left their families to fight for final 

independence from Britain. With the young children to raise, Sally had to have been a strong 

woman watching her husband go off to war, not knowing what the outcome would be. It is likely 

that nearby families, including her own parents, helped provide support and comfort during this 

time. As an Acting Officer in the Volunteers, Jesse was present in 1814 at the Battle of 

Plattsburgh where he took part in the American victory before returning home to his family.  

 

In the National Standard Newspaper published February 28, 1816, Jesse Jewell is listed in the 

Tax section having 71 acres of land in lot no. 146 as well as 50 acres of lot 175 and 111 which 

included a house and building. 

 

The Jewells made their home in Honey Hollow for decades. The land and brook provided a hard-

earned income from a sawmill built for processing lumber from the mountains that surrounded 

them. Jesse and Sally raised 8 children in Bolton after they lost their first daughter. Sally gave 

birth to 5 boys and 3 girls, the last being George in 1822.Their children's names were Johnathan, 

Anna, Mary, Jesse Jr, Abram, Sarah, Isaac, and George. Jesse Jr. served the town of Bolton as 

town representative in the state legislature in 1843. 

 

As the family grew, most of the children remained near Jesse and Sally's homestead. The 1850 

census in Bolton lists Jesse now age 71 and Sally age 68 living near Noah Preston. Listed with 

them is son Isaac age 31, Isaac's wife Ruby, and their children, as well as Jesse and Sally’s 

daughter Sarah Pierce and her son Abram, all living in the same dwelling. 
 
 

CONTINUED NEXT TWO PAGES 
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Sarah's husband Solomon (Saul) is not found in an 1850 census from my research. The Jewells 

2nd youngest son George and his family along with their daughter Anna Colby and her children 

are also listed in close proximity on the census.  Anna Colby's husband Arnold died in 1846, 

cause of death unknown. Anna who never remarried was left to raise 6 children. The closeness of 

family seems to have mattered greatly to the Jewells and their children.  

 

The hills of Bolton provided a place for the Jewell’s to raise their family into adulthood. As the 

children got older, the discovery of gold out west; the widely publicized “Gold Rush” enticed the 

younger Jewell boys. The California Gold Rush (1848–1855) was a gold rush that began on 

January 24, 1848, when gold was found by James W. Marshall at Sutter's Mill in Coloma, 

California. The news of gold brought approximately 300,000 people to California from the rest of 

the United States and abroad. 

 

In the early 1850s Saul Pierce and George Jewell left their families in Bolton and began a trek 

across unknown lands, riding mules through the Isthmus of Panama enroute to California in 

hopes of finding success in the mining operations of the Sierra. They would stay there several 

years. They met a young man in the mines they befriended named T.M. Chapman.  

 

Mining in the Sierra region was extremely risky but if gold was found, it would make those hard 

days worthwhile. It was quite the different world from small town Bolton, Vermont. Growing 

tired of mining and having already collected a considerable amount of money, George Jewell, 

Saul Pierce, and T.M. Chapman went to Sonoma county in California. Saul bought a ranch in the 

west corner of Petaluma. George Jewell bought a smaller adjoining ranch and T.M. Chapman 

bought another place about 3 miles away.  

 

In 1854 George Jewell went back to Vermont and brought his wife, Polly and Mrs. Saul (Sarah) 

Pierce with her son Abram. The women talked to Mr. Chapman of their niece Mary Colby in 

Vermont and so interested him that, after carrying on a correspondence with her for some time.  

He returned to Vermont in 1858 and within two weeks, on March 1st, he married Miss Mary 

Colby and brought her to California via Panama. 

 

The land in Sonoma was good for dairy and cattle farming. Having his eye on a much larger 

property in Tomales Point of Marin County, Saul wrote his brother-in-law Isaac Jewell in 

Vermont to come out and take the ranch while he went to his new ranch. Isaac, wife Ruby 

(Ridley) and their children made the trek out west to live.  

 

Ruby Ridley is the daughter of Duxbury Vermont’s prominent businessman, Samuel Ridley. 

Samuel was an entrepreneur with a hotel at the base of the Camel’s Hump Road. He may have 

taken the entrepreneurial spirit a little too far when he announced to the world that he had 

discovered gold on one of his trips up Camel’s Hump. He prospered quite well when the people 

on the gold rush would stay at his boarding house and rent his wagons to make the trek up the 

mountain. After weeks of digging and paying board, the prospectors finally gave up the pursuit 

and returned home. It was later discovered that the only gold that was ever on the mountain was 

the gold that was loaded into Ridley’s gun and shot into the bedrock for all to see.” 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_rush
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_W._Marshall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sutter%27s_Mill
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coloma,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coloma,_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California
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The former North Duxbury railroad station was named Ridley Station and Ridley Brook that runs 

parallel to Camels Hump Road was also named after Samuel Ridley. 

 

The Jewell family sold their home in Bolton in 1859 and made the decision to join their children 

out west in Sonoma, California. Phoebe S. Colby, granddaughter to Jesse and Sally recalls the 

long trip to California via Panama. Cited from the Jewell family bible “she remembers well the 

long slow ride along the Chagres river on the little narrow-gauge railroad principally because she 

was interested in the numerous alligators sunning themselves along the banks of the river. At the 

Pacific side the passengers, nearly twelve hundred in number, made themselves as comfortable as 

possible on the beach and awaited their turn to be barged out a mile or so to the big steamer (the 

John L. Stevens).” 

 

John Stevens was an engineer and inventor who was one of the earliest U.S. experimenters with 

steamboats. He built his career on promoting better transportation, not only with steamboats but 

also with railroads. Stevens built the first steam-powered locomotive in the United States. The 

John L. Stevens steamboat carried them to San Francisco. The John L. Stevens built in 1852 in 

New York, was brought to Sacramento California and first operated in 1853. The steamboat ran 

between San Francisco and Panama for the Pacific Mail Steamship Company until October 1860. 

 

Accompanying Phoebe was her mother, Anna Colby, her grandmother and grandfather, Jesse and 

Sally Jewell well in their 70s, Edgar and Abbie Needham (he nineteen and she sixteen). Miss 

Colby and Mrs. Anna Colby went to the ranch of T. M. Chapman in Two Rock, Sonoma County 

and the Needhams to George Jewell’s ranch, and Jesse and Sally Jewell to Isaac R. Jewell’s ranch 

in Sonoma Valley.” 

 

The patriarch of the family Jesse Jewell passed away at age 84 in 1863, two months after the 

passing of son George, while the country was in the midst of the Civil War. Sally lost her 

eyesight a number of years earlier, one eye went blind due to a cataract and another due to 

inflammation. In 1869 Sally had cataract surgery to correct vision in the one eye. It was a success 

and in August of that year she celebrated her 88th birthday surrounded by her large family which 

included 12 grandchildren, 13 great grandchildren, 3 daughters and 1 son. Some of the 

grandchildren Sally had never been able to see because of her vision until that day. It was a 

wonderful celebration according to newspaper reports. Sally passed April 12, 1872 at age 90. The 

Jewell family descendants are spread throughout the country,  

 

Family information obtained from the Jewell Family Bible owned by Ciera Oxner who descends 

from Isaac’s family line. Also, letter typed by Grace Cummings on stationary of Ben H. 

Cummings re: Colbys, Chapmans, Jewells, Pierces, Needhams (info from Ciera Oxner) 

Duxbury Historical Society: 

https://www.maritimeheritage.org/ships/Steamships_H-to-M.html#SSJohnLStephens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.maritimeheritage.org/ships/Steamships_H-to-M.html#SSJohnLStephens
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Thank you! 
A shout out and thanks to Bolton Valley resident Jeff Downs who recently completed his 

SECOND full Green Up of the Bolton Valley Access Road. Litter, cans, bottles and tires 

have no chance of staying roadside with Jeff on the case! 

 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Bolton residents Hollie Dolan and Alan 

McManus and their goldendoodle puppy “Bernie,” for 

winning the “Best Buddy Shot;” kayaking on Willoughby 

Lake, and also winning the “Overall Grand Prize Winner” in 

the Vermont Sports Adventure Dog Contest! Photo credit 

Alan McManus and Vermont Sports. 

 

Circa 1920 Long Trail 

map showing 

Dunsmore Lodge. 

 

 

The view of Camel’s 

Hump from Dunsmore 

Lodge.  


