
Town of Bolton  

Conservation Commission Minutes 

September 28, 2020  

 

Board Members Present: Tucker Andrews, Amy Ludwin, Virginia Haviland, Steve 

McLeod 

Board Members Absent: Jerry Mullen, Rob Mullen 

Guests: Amy Grover 

Clerk: Paula Gervia 

 

1. Call to Order  

Meeting was called to order by Amy at 6:07 pm.  

 

2. Additions or Deletions to the agenda and Conflict of Interest 

None.  

 

3. Public Comment 

None. 

 

4. Approval of Past Meeting Minutes 

Steve made the motion to approve minutes of 08-24-2020, Tucker seconded, motion 

was approved (4-0). 

 

5. General Business 

● Fall Meeting Dates - reschedule training with WNRDC  

○ Rescheduled for November meeting.  

● PPCA (parking, trail work, traffic ordinance) 

○ A small group of interested neighbors met at the trail head on Stage Road 

to discuss the road and parking ordinance. Some are not in favor of 

current ordinance as written. Some are in favor. Discussed many 

concerns; how many people seem to be accessing PPCA, parking on 

roads, history of public access, safety concerns, quality of life concerns, 

etc. Discussion also on public input toward parking ordinances in town - 

while it was a warned item on SelectBoard agendas for at least three 

meetings - some local residents, and abutting landowners, were unaware 

of this, and so were unable to give input into the SelectBoard discussion 

on the ordinance before it was voted on. As a follow up, post creation of 

the ordinance, our Town Clerk did reach out via snail mail to all residents 

of Stage and Notch Road to notify residents, and direct them on how to 

give timely input to the SelectBoard should they wish to. Noted that higher 



volume of traffic during a few weekends during peak seasons (e.g. 

foliage). Also concerns about even greater amount of excess parking on 

the Notch Road PPCA access area side as well, and all of the risks and 

concerns that go with that. Many of the concerns for this are similar to 

other high interest recreational spots in town (potholes, Green Mtn Club 

bridge, Duxbury Road).  

○ One resident offered to mow along eastern side of the road as a way to 

invite cars to park there, although need to be aware of ditch or draining 

issues before offering that.  

○ Amy made the motion to make a proposal to the SelectBoard to expand 

current two car Stage Road parking site to the 40x20 area marked off by 

boundary tape to allow for possibly two-three more cars (this expansion 

would have to meet all permits/requirements, including consulting and 

directing town highway to perform necessary work and accessing 

conservation funds to fund project), and allow parking on the east side of 

road only with tow zones around specific resident property, Tucker 

seconded, motion passed (4-0). Discussion around the motion included 

the following details: meeting all permits/requirements for project; requiring 

SelectBoard approval for consulting and directing town highway to perform 

necessary work, as they had done with the Notch Road parking lot 

expansion in the past, with fill being added by the road crew as they 

worked on ditching, and the purchase of gravel for drainage; including 

SelectBoard approval for an application to the conservation reserve funds 

to fund this parking lot expansion; as for amendment to ordinance, to allow 

parking on the east side of road, within that ½ mile area, with the tow zone 

around and along the boundaries of specific resident property belonging to 

S. Streeter on the eastern side of Stage Road.  

○ SelectBoard may need to make an amendment to the ordinance to allow 

Highway Superintendent to have rights to enforce towing.  

○ Conservation of safety signage, Town was advised by an attorney years 

ago to remove all “safety” signs (children at play, horses in road, trailhead 

crossing, etc.) for liability concerns. 

○ Need to problem solve the ability to maintain public access to public lands 

with reasonable consideration of concerns for local residents.  

○ Uncertainty around 20-21 grant work with VYCC. REI may also be an 

avenue to access grant money. AVCC (Assoc of VT Conservation 

Commissions) also has mini grants.  

● Sara Holbrook (end of year review) 

○ Co-stewards were not able to make it to the meeting tonight. Can discuss 

this again when they attend next. Some ideas from stewards around 



kiosks, questioning of retaining the property/or not, renaming the property, 

identifying more projects related to the property, etc. If someone is 

interested in name change, need to also check to see if there is any 

stipulation in the deed when the parcel was originally gifted to town. Amy 

Grover volunteered to look this up for us.  

● Eagle Scout Project 

○ Amy made contact with the people involved in this request, but hadn’t 

heard back prior to this meeting.  

● Budget FY 21-22  

○ Amy made the motion to ask SelectBoard for an annual budget of 

$700.00, Steve seconded, and motion passed (4-0).  

 

6. Other Business 

● Next board meeting scheduled for: October 26, 2020 

● Items for next agenda: PPCA (parking/traffic ordinance, trail work), Sara 

Holbrook (end of year review), summary from DRB discussion (trails, steep 

slopes), Eagle Scout Project, appointment with Alyssa Bennett (7:00) about 

North American Bat Monitoring Program at PPCA 

● Other communications: None.  

 

8. Adjournment 

Steve made the motion “to close the meeting”, Virginia seconded, motion approved (4-

0) at 8:00 pm.  

 

Attest: Paula Gervia, clerk 

Minutes are unofficial until approved. 

 

These minutes were read and accepted by a quorum of the Conservation Commission 

on November 23, 2020. 


