
Bolton Traffic Ordinance – August 2020 Amendments - Community Input 

  

I recently received the notice of the Amendment of the Traffic Ordinance which affects Stage Rd 

and Duxbury Road.  As I live at 3840 Stage and our land abuts the PPCA, my wife and I walk on 

the trails daily and often use the trailhead at 3638 Stage Rd for ingress or egress.  I think one of 

the biggest values of land is the fact we abut the PPCA and I understand why so many people 

want to use it for recreation.  I understand some of our neighbors are upset at people parking on 

the side of the road in order to park and access the trails, but with the Streeter ROW to access, 

there is only room for a single car to be parked OR two cars if a group arrives and can double 

park themselves tip to toe.  Having the beauty of the PPCA which brings people from all over, 

and not providing ample parking is really the issue here.  I have seen a taped off area in the 

parking zone recently which suggests to me someone has been thinking about expanding the 

parking area.  I would highly support this, to provide parking for up to 4 (or more) vehicles at a 

time.  

 

If there is any opportunity to discuss this with my neighbors or the select board, please let me 

know about it/. I think it's a shame that we have such a jewel we all use daily, and then we 

complain when others come to enjoy it.  I understand the parking is more ample of the Notch 

Road side, but feel it should be increased on the Stage Rd side as well/  

 

If you have any questions, I'd be happy to discuss. Thanks for listening ;-D 

Andrew Sepic 

3840 Stage Rd.

 

In regards to parking on Stage Road, I am of the belief that there should not be parking .25 miles 

north or south of the Preston Pond trailhead access. The speed of cars travelling on Stage Road 

has increased greatly during the last few years and it is very difficult to safely maneuver around 

cars parked on the road. It is also difficult to see oncoming traffic in the area where the road 

inclines. The road is unsafe with cars parked everywhere. I feel that the Notch Road parking lot 

should be improved to allow for additional parking and that this should be the primary access 

point.  

 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.  

 

Nancy Mazel-Tiffany  

 

The Selectboard recently passed an ordinance that prevents parking alongside Stage Road for a 

quarter mile on either side of the Preston Pond trail access. I object to this ordinance for several 

reasons: 

1. The parking ban is inconsistent with the intent and commitment made by Selectboard back in 

1998 to preserving public access. I was on the CC when the land was protected with private 

funds that all required that public access be protected. 



2. Having lived next to property for almost 25 years, I believe the safety risks are over-blown. 

Narrowing of road and vehicles parked along the side have the effect of slowing traffic. This 

likely improves safety all along the road because drivers slow down.  

3. Parking along the road is common along most of Bolton’s dirt roads. During hunting season, 

hunters routinely park along the side of the road up and down all of Bolton’s dirt roads. 

Restricting parking in just this area where there is a hiking trail seems unfair.  

4. As a landowner whose property is within this parking ban, I view the Town's action as a 

taking that limits my use of this property. Specifically, this ordinance makes it hard for me to 

have friends over for a visit even though there are plenty of spots alongside our property where it 

is possible to park along the road and fully off the travelled section.  

Alternative solutions I would support: 

1.       Create a small parking area that could accommodate 4-5 cars—we have looked at 

this and believe it would be feasible with modest expenditure. A small parking area 

would shift 95% of Preston Pond parking off the road and leave only a small number of 

days where cars might still park on the road 

2.       Designate parking on only one or the other sides of the road so that cars did not 

park on both sides of the road in the same section of road. 

3.       Lower the speed limit on the road or at least in this section of the road.  

Thank you for considering this concern. 

Tom Longstreth 

3590 Stage Road 

 

  I am a member of the Bolton Select Board that voted to add parking restrictions on Stage Road 

in West Bolton in the vicinity of the Preston Pond Conservation Area (PPCA) access point on 

Stage Road.  I also live less than 100 yards north of the access point and have for over 40 years.  

In that time, I’ve seen a large increase in traffic on this part of the road.  I probably see as many 

cars pass my home in a day now as I used to see in a week. 

  When the town of Bolton acquired the land that is now the PPCA, I recall that the land was 

intended to be preserved for traditional uses.  At the time that included hunting, logging, and the 

VAST snowmobile trail.  Since then hiking trails have been added to the mix, though I don’t 

recall that being a town decision. 

  In recent years there has been a marked increase in use of these trails, including both people 

coming from some distance within Vermont and those from out of the state.  While I don’t 

begrudge people coming to Bolton to enjoy what it has to offer, I would like to see this carried 

out safely. 



  The PPCA access point on Stage Road is located less than 50 yards north of a curve in the road.  

This curve also coincides with a high point in the road.  Combined, these conditions create a 

blind corner near the access point.  Between the PPCA access point and this corner, I have seen 

cars parked on both sides of the road on numerous occasions.  Because of drainage ditches on 

both sides of the road in this area, there is no place for cars to park without being in the traveled 

portion of the road, except for the limited parking spaces at the access point. 

  There have been occasions when I have seen cars parked on both sides of the road at the PPCA 

access and people getting out of their vehicles on the roadside.  At times children and/or pets also 

emerge from the cars.  With cars parked on both sides of the road in that area, there is just 

enough room for a car to pass in between.  And I have also seen people driving along this stretch 

of road in excess of the speed limit on many occasions. 

  While I don’t want to discourage people from coming to Bolton for recreation, I also don’t want 

to see an accident in the area around the PPCA access.  And I think it behooves the Town to do 

all in its power to prevent accidents from occurring.  Therefore, I am fully in favor of the parking 

restrictions the Select Board has voted to put in place. 

Sincerely, 

Mica Cassara 

 

Hello, 

 

Thank you for taking public comment on the recently enacted parking ordinance. As a resident 

who lives near the Preston Pond Conservation Area access on Stage Rd., I would like to offer 

some observations. 

  

The parking area for the PPCA trail head is just north of a slight curving rise on Stage Rd. and is 

located on a section of the road that cannot be seen until you are at the top of the rise. Cars 

passing through the neighborhood frequently do not observe the posted speed limit. Because of 

roadside ditches, people parking along the road to access the PPCA are not able to pull their cars 

completely off the traveled portion of the road on either side and many do not even attempt to 

pull off the road at all. I see the parking ordinance as an effort to address these potential safety 

concerns. 

  

I can attest to the fact that since the ordinance was enacted and the no-parking signs were posted 

along the road, it has had little effect on hikers’ parking habits. Cars continue to be frequently 

parked on both sides of the road. It is possible that the placement of the sign south of the access 

is so far from the actual parking area that it is not clear to people that the restriction applies to the 

area right around the trail head; I think that is clearly the case with the town sign that is north of 

the access. At any rate, the concerns recently expressed that the ordinance would prevent access 

to the trails, seem unfriendly, or cause people to not use the trails appear to be unfounded. I’ve 

attached three photos taken October 4 and 5 at the trail head. It is not unusual to see cars on both 

sides of the road (photo 1), only leaving space for one car to pass through in the middle. 



  

A town official I spoke with indicated that simply because the ordinance is in effect, it does not 

mean the town will be monitoring the parking situation there in any way or that a tow truck will 

be patrolling the area, nor would residents expect that. To begin the process of having a car 

actually towed, a resident must call the town to register a complaint. I feel the ordinance simply 

provides nearby residents with a recourse to address safety concerns if and when they arise – 

such as one or more cars parked completely in the traveled portion of the road, on private 

property, blocking a mailbox or driveway, or causing the town plow to turn around because it 

could not get through (all of which have occurred), and for that reason, I would hope to see the 

ordinance stay in effect. 

  

Thank you, 

Vicky Congdon 

3699 Stage Rd. 

 

 
 

 

Thank you, Select Board members, for your service to the town and for thinking through this 

matter of parking in detail. I recognize that Preston Pond is a well-loved area by many 

townspeople and that love also comes with a lot of opinions. 

 

At first glance, I do not agree with limiting parking on Stage Rd. I would like to learn more 

about how this decision was made and the reasoning behind it. I'm also curious if the town is 

allowed to limit access to the Preston Pond area as I understand that the original purchase was 

supported by grants.  

 

As an avid user of the both the Wolfe Run trails and the Preston Pond trails, I am concerned that 

as a tax payer of the town of Bolton, I will no longer have easy access to these areas if I am not 

allowed to park on the road. I am sure others share this concern. I choose to live in this town due 

in large part to trail access.  

 



I will be attending the October 19th meeting, and in the meantime, I will be doing 

more homework to seek to understand the reasoning. If there is anyone you recommend that I 

reach out to before the meeting to gain more clarity on the situation, I would appreciate it. 

 

Thank you, 

Kaelyn Modrak 

Bolton Resident, Nashville Rd.  

 

 

 


