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November 3, 2020 Election – how to vote in a pandemic 

 
The upcoming November 3, 2020 General/Presidential election is going to be 

DIFFERENT! The Secretary of State’s Office will be mailing a ballot to every 

active voter on the statewide checklist starting September 21, 2020, mailed from 

a central location. 
 

What does this mean for Bolton voters?  This means that if you are an active voter on Bolton’s checklist as 

of August 31, 2020, you will receive a general election ballot in the mail whether you have requested one or 

not! 

 

Why is the state mailing ballots to all active voters? This is in response to the changing nature of the 

COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on public health and safety during the 2020 election. Think of this as 

“contactless” voting! 

 

Where do I send my ballot?  As always, return your ballot to the Town of Bolton, either by mail (postage will 

be prepaid) or leave it in the secure drop box at the Town Office, available 24/7. 

 

When should I return my voted ballot?  PLEASE make sure that you follow the directions for returning your 

voted ballot – including signing the certificate envelope, then return your voted ballot to the town as soon as 

possible.  Why?  Because we want EVERY VOTE TO COUNT (a ballot returned after the election will not 

count, nor will a ballot returned in an unsigned certificate envelope), and because all ballots have been issued 

by mail, this requires that EVERY BALLOT be checked back in to the online VT Election Management 

System when received, a process which takes several steps for each and every ballot, and is very time 

consuming. 

 

                               Important information on voting continued on page 10! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community thank yous 
Our thanks, and kudos to… 

 

Our Town Constable Jonathan Dennis for his 

time, energy, and low-cost innovative solutions 

addressing multiple parking issues in multiple 

areas of town this summer. The residents in those 

areas are especially appreciative! 

 

Bolton Valley resident Jeff Downs for single 

handedly re-greening up the entire Bolton Valley 

Access Road, many hours and many bags of 

roadside trash! 

 

Sarah Holbrook Parcel Stewards Pamela Gude 

and Sharon Murray for their attentiveness to the 

significantly used SHP this summer, including 

neighbor check-ins, providing board updates, and 

trash cleanup on the parcel and across Route 2 in 

the Long Trail parking area. 

 

Senior Meal Coordinator Doris Wheelock for 

continuing to provide Bolton’s monthly senior 

meal by delivery to the “Up and Downtown 

Senior Dinner” group. 

 

Alex Macdonald of Snoworks Property 

Management for the fantastic job maintaining the 

town’s building’s lawns this summer. 
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Phoebe off in the woods after a 

walk on route 2! 

          Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

You know how much my humans and I like to 

walk and hike, especially in the woods!  But 

sometimes we need to walk on Route 2 a bit to get 

into the woods, or if we are taking just a short 

walk around our neighborhood, we do some 

walking on Route 2, like lots of other folks do 

(like John Devlin!).  Hmmm….do you think that 

Route 2 has always been called Route 2?  That 

seems like a boring name, doesn’t it? Find out the 

answer in next month’s issue!  WOOF! Woof!! 

Last month’s answer: Did you figure out how to tell 

which song is which between our State Bird the 

Hermit Thrush and a Wood Thrush?  My humans 

looked it up in a book and then we all went and 

listened n the woods! The Hermit Thrush starts off 

with a long note and then sings 3 or 4 different 

pitches, up or down.  The Wood Thrush sings “ee-

o-lay!” Go listen in the woods to see if you can hear 

them and tell them apart before they fly south for 

the winter!  

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

 



 
MMUUSD News 

Hybrid Schedule Information 
 

MMUUSD, along with several other regional districts, opted to start the 

2020-2021 school year with a hybrid schedule in order to safety reenter 

schools and make adjustments before returning to full in-person learning. 
 

Similar to how Governor Phil Scott transitioned Vermonters back into work after 

the Spring, we have opted for a phased entry into the school year which includes 

starting the year in a hybrid model. Our administrative team devoted a significant amount of time 

examining the advantages and disadvantages of an AACBB schedule vs an ABCAB schedule. The 

key factors in our decision making are as follows: 

• The ABCAB schedule provides less time between in-person and virtual instruction. This is 

particularly important for our most vulnerable and at-risk students. In an AACBB schedule, you 

have a greater span of time when students may not have access to in-person instruction and 

supports. 

• We are confident that school staff can effectively clean classrooms and high traffic areas daily. 

Students will not be co-mingled, thus deep classroom cleaning will address any cross-

contamination. Additionally, according to the CDC and VDH, solid touch surfaces have a low 

COVID-19 transmission rate. 

• Wednesday offers much needed planning and training for staff as well as opportunities for 

additional in-person instruction and support for a small number of students whose plans and 

programs indicate this need. Further, Wednesday provides additional time for deep cleaning and 

necessary maintenance. 

 
Last week, we published a phased entry into schools which explained a strategy which would 

allow us to minimize risk and develop new and important practices. The sequence for a phased 

reopening plan could progress as follows: 

• Preschool to fourth-grade students are back for full in-person instruction. 

• Fifth to eighth-grade students are back for full in-person instruction. 

• Ninth to twelfth-grade students are back for full in-person instruction. 

 
Additionally, it affords us time to closely examine COVID-19 infection rates as college students 

return to our county and local PreK-12 schools reopen. This phased plan will only be attainable if 

the spread of the virus remains contained and the guidance from the Agency of Education (AOE) 

and the Vermont Department of Health (VDH) does not change. Essential benchmarks for a 

phased return to full in-person instruction: 

•Sufficient staffing levels to follow health/safety procedures and meet the needs of students. 

•No or low COVID-19 activity in our communities. 

•Ability to maintain compliance with the guidance from VDH/AOE. 

•New routines are efficient, effective, assessed and adjusted to meet the needs. 

•Vermont Department of Health guidance and data supports an increase to full in-person instruction. 

 

We greatly appreciate the patience, support and positivity of our school community. Taking a 

measured, careful and informed approach to reopening schools provides us with the best path to full 

in-person instruction for our students. 
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The 4 W’s for MMUUSD 

In preparation for the upcoming school year, consider making the 4 W's commonspeak in 

your household. The 4 W's are: 

‣ Wash your hands. 

‣ Wear your mask. 

‣ Watch your distance when possible. 

‣ When sick stay home. 

This will help prepare your child for a Strong and Healthy Start for themselves and their 

community.  
 
Access weekly MMUUSD information and updates at https://www.mmuusd.org/news 

 
 

Food scrap drop off at CSWD  

Beginning Thursday, August 27, the CSWD Drop-off Center (DOC) located at 339 Pine Street in 

Burlington will open for drop-off of food scraps only from the general public.   

 

Why Food Scraps?   

• We are prioritizing food scraps because of the July 1 mandate for all Vermonters to manage 

food scraps separately from trash.  

• This drop-off location provides a convenient and economical option for Burlington residents 

and businesses that generate small amounts of food scraps.   

• In addition to hauler pick-up and backyard composting, the drop-off site adds another food 

scrap management option for the community.  

• Food scraps must be managed frequently compared to other materials.   

 

Why is CSWD limiting materials at this site?  

The site’s size limitations and the safety concerns to our staff and our customers were the main 

reasons for this change. Safety concerns were present before the COVID-19 pandemic but have 

become more acute with new physical distancing and safety protocols.   

 

Is this change permanent?  

Though CSWD will be continually evaluating site operations, we expect this change to be for the 

long term. The CSWD Drop-Off Center located at 87 Landfill Rd. in South Burlington is open to the 

public and accepts trash and recycling and other materials.   

 

Fees:  $1 per 5 gallons with a limit of 30 gallons per day.  

Example: 30 gallons of food scraps will cost $6.  

 

Hours:  

Thursdays: 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Saturdays 8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.  

Visit the CSWD Drop-Off Center page to read the CSWD COVID-19 Facilities Reopening Plan, 

which outlines the many considerations informing our reopening process.  
 

 
 

https://www.mmuusd.org/news
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sxE7SENi6ifCGC_PD-4St1YIJRSwYN73ayK8iQIAsHttgfMCbSfSOc2qoA6E62NbRXA4D_ftZoSViRPBLMK-kYTMhtXFe84m3aF4tP8PBremWOhmwngTMbHrsWXPmq4CUraxp43kom5_15iexOejpA__qPtsdn12u_jx9p7UchhExdrUvvt-9Vrmah1E25lhzMn8QYLL5luEx4pShV7H0_NgfoJdZUOF&c=U6XZgpPTScfhpt99-jhBxIcsjviG74BnkjatgGDHr2WaCMFqTTzkkw==&ch=l18R7rhoUnu58YC-DDc3wMWsGMEhE5I60FTN6CAUFuABF5-cX503-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001sxE7SENi6ifCGC_PD-4St1YIJRSwYN73ayK8iQIAsHttgfMCbSfSOc2qoA6E62NbRXA4D_ftZoSViRPBLMK-kYTMhtXFe84m3aF4tP8PBremWOhmwngTMbHrsWXPmq4CUraxp43kom5_15iexOejpA__qPtsdn12u_jx9p7UchhExdrUvvt-9Vrmah1E25lhzMn8QYLL5luEx4pShV7H0_NgfoJdZUOF&c=U6XZgpPTScfhpt99-jhBxIcsjviG74BnkjatgGDHr2WaCMFqTTzkkw==&ch=l18R7rhoUnu58YC-DDc3wMWsGMEhE5I60FTN6CAUFuABF5-cX503-w==
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CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner   
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2020 

Although we probably still won’t be gathering together as a 

group due to COVID-19, Doris Wheelock plans to continue to 

deliver the senior meal until we can get together!  

Questions? Contact Doris at 434-3769  

 

 property tax reminder 
The first installment of property taxes is due on Tuesday, 

September 15, 2020.  Payments must be received at the town 

office by 4 p.m. on the 15th, or have a federal postmark of the 

15th to be considered on time. Late payments incur a 1% 

interest penalty each month, and as you all know, there is no 

grace period. Due to COVID-19 and the closure of the Town 

Office to the public, we are highly encouraging tax payers to 

submit payment by check or money order when mailing payments or leaving payments in the 

drop box. If you would like a receipt, we are happy to provide one to you in your SASE 

envelope.  Didn’t receive your property tax bill? Please contact the town office- as always, 

we have had numerous bills that were returned by the USPS as undeliverable. 

 

Notch road tunnel project update 
The project is complete with the exception of the tunnel lighting 

system, which is anticipated to be completed on or near 

September 18, 2020.  And, we might all be thinking it, so we’re 

saying it – we wonder how long that beautiful blank white canvas 

in the tunnel will remain blank? ☺ 

 

Camp ethan allen training site 
 operation bullseye 

On September 19th & 20th, CEATS is again hosting Operation Bullseye, 

a free event: “Our goal is to facilitate a safe environment for people to 

sight in their firearms. There will also be the opportunity to really reach 

out and test both the capabilities of your weapon, as well as your abilities 

as a marksman. Please wear a mask and socially distance.”   

                                      Pre-Registration Link: https://forms.gle/tXVr4E19pJrfLnVFA 

   
 Bolton gazette information 

Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s 

edition.  We welcome all submissions in any format: stories, news, art, photographs!  For 

submission or to OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 

town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

https://forms.gle/tXVr4E19pJrfLnVFA?fbclid=IwAR1agAdLmJ_wWRzKR_CCk_TiHRjJVGUGb1bmthzrPLfdfDFUpDuZ_kH-hzc
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 
Private Forests, Public Benefits 

 

Whether you 

realize it or not, 

the lives of 

Vermonters are 

massively enriched by forests, both 

aesthetically (we are the Green 

Mountain State, after all, and the “green” 

on the mountains are forests), 

economically and culturally (through our 

working landscape and our forest-based 

recreation industry), and physically; 

through the clean air, water and other 

fundamental resources that forests 

produce which support the life of every 

living thing.  

  

I call Vermont’s land ownership model 

an “experiment” – of the 75% of our 

state that is forested, about 80% of our 

forests are privately-owned. If you, like 

me, own some forested land, you know 

what a joy it is, from being able to tromp 

around in your woods to being able to 

cut a little ultra-local firewood for your 

woodstove. 

 

As a landowner I am also sometimes 

struck by the absurdity of private 

landownership – I wonder: “can I own 

that cliff?” “Can I own that brook?” 

“Can I own that boulder?” I chuckle at 

how we draw a line through the forest 

and pretend that my land is separate 

from my neighbor’s. We increasingly 

understand that forests are massively 

complex, interconnected systems and to 

pretend that a property boundary has any 

real meaning in an ecological sense is 

silly. Whether I like it or not, my forest 

is impacted by the management 

decisions of those around me, and my 

management decisions have implications 

that extend far beyond my boundaries.  

 

Private lands produce public benefits. 

“My” forest produces the oxygen we 

breathe while absorbing atmospheric 

carbon dioxide, mitigating its effects on 

our climate. “My” forest cleans, shades 

and protects two small brooks, which 

contribute clean, cold water into the 

Winooski River on its way to Lake 

Champlain. “My” forest provides habitat 

for wildlife – from white-tailed deer to 

neotropical songbirds – that my 

neighbors and my community value. 

“My” forest produces firewood and 

lumber – local, renewable resources that 

help keep Vermont’s iconic working 

landscape working and provides 

economic opportunity for my neighbors 

and my community. “My” forest is even 

a piece of the beautiful Green 

Mountains, which anyone can see and 

enjoy for free from the top of Camels 

Hump or while you drive down I-89 on 

your way to work.  

 

While you can go to the Town Clerk and 

find a deed with my name on it, I think 

that we could all agree that these 

benefits, produced by “my” forest, 

belong to all of us. They enrich the lives 

of my neighbors, my community, my 

State and my world. While I love 

 

 

 

 
Continued next page 
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the feeling of isolation when I’m alone 

in my woods, I think that one of the 

great joys of land ownership is knowing 

that the sweat and energy that I put into 

keeping my forest healthy contributes to 

healthier communities and a healthier 

world. I will gladly pay my property 

taxes every year just to know that I’m 

doing that.  

 

In the book Braiding 

Sweetgrass, author 

Robin Wall 

Kimmerer talks 

about how, when we 

purchase land, we 

purchase a “bundle 

of rights.” The 

American idea of 

“freedom” is largely 

based on the idea 

that we can do 

whatever we want 

on our land, within the law and these 

rights. Weirdly, these rights also include 

the right to destroy the forest, 

subdividing or developing it, 

fragmenting it with roads and houses. 

While it seems ridiculous that one 

person, in a moment, for individual 

profit, could destroy a forest that could 

benefit everyone for thousands of years, 

this is one of their rights.  

 

 Kimmerer suggests a more robust 

interpretation of landownership, that 

perhaps when we purchase land, we also 

receive a “bundle of responsibilities” – 

some obligation to our land, to keeping it 

healthy and caring for these public 

benefits that affect the lives and the 

quality of life of our neighbors. 

Accepting these responsibilities may 

mean not exercising some of your 

individual rights to do something that is 

good not just for you, but good in the 

broader sense.  

  

Being willing to forgo individual rights 

to keep forests healthy, protect our 

communities and make our world better 

is perhaps the most radical way to 

exercise our freedom as landowners. We 

can make hard choices to accept the 

responsibility, joy and privilege being 

stewards of Vermont’s amazing forests, 

both for ourselves and on behalf of our 

neighbors, our communities, our world, 

and future generations.  

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County 

Forester. 

He can be reached at  

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov or (802) 585-

9099.  

 

  

 

 
    

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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Trail improvements in the ppca 

By Virginia Haviland, Bolton Conservation Commission 

 

            If you were out and about on Notch Rd this July, you may 

have seen “sign” of Vermont Youth Conservation Corps 

(VYCC) working in the Preston Pond Conservation Area 

(PPCA). But did you actually catch sight of them?  

 

VYCC held 4 youth trail building workshops on 

Thursdays in July to begin the reroute of the 

popular Libby’s Look Trail. The groups worked 

on a central portion of the new trail in order to 

keep visitors off the unfinished reroute. Local 

youth (14-17) came out and worked side by side 

with VYCC staff during the work days. The 

days were a mix of education and work. The 

youth learned about the history of trails, why 

people build trails, and how to build a 

sustainable trail. After learning how to build a 

trail, they put that knowledge to use. They 

cleared the trail corridor using saws and loppers. After that, they started building trail 

tread by digging into the hillside, clearing the organic soil until they reached mineral soil, 

and shaping a slightly out-sloped trail tread to ensure water sheds off the trail. They used 

pick-mattocks, cutter-mattocks, McLeods and shovels to build the trail tread. At the end 

of the day, the volunteers left tired but proud of their progress. They left with new skills 

and the knowledge and confidence to continue working on trails in the future!  

 

                The Bolton Conservation Commission is dedicated to 

finishing this project and eventually putting to rest the 

old overused logging access that has been the most 

popular route up to and down from Libby’s Look. It will 

be replaced by a more gradual approach from the 

southeast through some lovely mature maple and beech 

forest before turning westerly for the final approach. 

This new approach ascends along the dry stable slope 

below the red pine Environmental Protection Zone of 

Resin Ridge. Look for future work days or other ways to 

help get this trail built!  For more information contact 

Virginia Haviland, Bolton Conservation Commissioner, 

vehinvt@gmail.com, or Keith Warner, Conservation Program Coordinator, Vermont 

Youth Conservation Corps, Keith.Warner@vycc.org  
                                                                                        

 

mailto:vehinvt@gmail.com
mailto:Keith.Warner@vycc.org
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Fiscal Year 2020-2021 tax information 

The FY 20-21 tax bills were mailed on Friday, August 7, 2020, 

with the first installment due date of September 15, 2020.   

The FY 20-21 municipal tax rate set by the Select Board was 

.6861, which when added to the voter approved .0025 (quarter 

cent) for the Conservation Fund, totals .6886.  The State set the 

homestead education tax rate at 1.5698, and the non-homestead 

education tax rate at 1.7369.  This brings the TOTAL FY 20-21 

tax rates to $2.2584 for homestead and $2.4255 for non-homestead.  This means that per 

every $100K of assessed value, taxpayers will pay $2,258.40 and $2,425.50 per year 

respectively.  Compared to last year, FY 19-20, this is an increase of $52.50 per year/per 

100K assessed value for homestead, and $106.70 per year/per $100K of assessed value 

for non-homestead.  Proportionally, approximately 70%- 72% (homestead/non 

homestead) of your taxes are education, the remainder, 28% - 30%, municipal. 

 

As previously noted in the Clerk’s Corner, since the town office is still closed due to the 

public due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we encourage taxpayers to use checks or money 

orders when leaving tax payments in the drop box or mailing payments.  We are happy to 

provide a receipt, given you provide the SASE per the Town’s Tax Payment Policy. 

Thank you. 

 
 

From census 2020 
Have you completed your Census 

questionnaire? 

 

Filling out the questionnaire allows you to 

influence the amount of money that comes to 

Vermont for many essential programs that 

benefit our health and safety, and pays for our 

roads, local government, schools, hospitals, and 

so much more. 

 

It is quick and easy!  

You can complete the Census by going 

to my2020census.gov  

or by calling toll free: 844-330-2020 
 

 

 

http://my2020census.gov/
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Voting in a pandemic – continued from the cover page 
 
What if I lose or recycle that ballot by mistake? You will need to contact the Town Office, and 

sign an affidavit form that you have lost or never received the ballot in order to request that we 

issue you a second ballot. 

 

Will the polls still be open at Smilie School on November 3rd? Yes, polls will be open from 7 

a.m. – 7 p.m. in order to accommodate same day voter registration, voters who want to drop off 

their ballot (which still will require that the ballot be checked in to the online VT Election 

Management System), or voters who did not receive a ballot. HOWEVER, the use of Smilie 

School could be subject to change depending on the state of COVID-19 later this fall – this is an 

unknown for us all. Therefore, the State and the Town are HIGHLY ENCOURAGING all 

voters to take advantage of the “contactless” voting option (remember, you do not even have to 

pay for the postage to mail your ballot back), for the health and safety of our poll workers and 

our voters. 

 

I always vote in person; can I still vote in person on November 3rd? Yes, but if you come to the 

polls, and our records indicate that you were mailed a ballot, you will need to bring that ballot 

with you to vote, or sign an affidavit form that you have lost or never received the ballot in order 

to receive a second ballot. Again, the State and the Town are HIGHLY ENCOURAGING all 

voters to take advantage of the “contactless” voting option for the health and safety of our poll 

workers and our voters. 

 

I just registered to vote, after August 31, 2020, how do I request a ballot? You can go to “My 

Voter Page” https://mvp.vermont.gov/ and request your ballot online, or contact the Town Office 

to request a ballot. 

 

Remind me…what do I need to do to vote in the November 3, 2020 

Election?  It’s SIMPLE! Be on the lookout for your ballot in the mail after 

September 21st, vote, follow the directions on how to correctly return your 

voted ballot, and then PLEASE return your voted ballot to the Town via 

mail or drop box, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://mvp.vermont.gov/
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Still Seeking…aPPoinTed stipend position and Volunteers! 
 

We have several holes in the fabric of Bolton that need mending!  Can you help?   

 

Please consider stepping forward – it takes a village to 

run our town. 

 

Stipend position: A second Animal Control Officer. 

 

Volunteers: One alternate to the Development Review 

Board (DRB), and to the Chittenden Solid Waste District 

(CSWD), members of the Planning Commission, 

Conservation Commission, Energy Committee, and Green Up Day Coordinator. 

Please see the town website for more information, and/or contact the Town Office for more 

information if you are interested in serving! THANK YOU! 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/  

 
 

weLCome To boLTon’s new PLanning and zoning adminisTraTor 
and Assessor 

Bolton is thrilled to welcome our new Planning and Zoning Administrator, Jon Ignatowski, 

and new Assessor, Ted Nelson, aboard.  You can reach Jon in the office on Mondays from 8 

a.m. – 4 p.m. at X #225 and via email at za@boltonvt.com.  You can reach Ted on 

Wednesdays from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at X #223 and via email at assessor@boltonvt.com  

 

Vermont state police – gathering input  

The Bolton Select Board received a letter from Lt. Robert 

Lucas of the Vermont State Police letting their community 

partners know about their ongoing efforts to ensure that all 

people in our communities are treated fairly, equally, and with 

dignity and respect, and to invite participation in shaping their 

approach to policing across Vermont and in our community. 

As you know, Bolton is one of 200 towns in Vermont where 

the Vermont State Police provide the primary law enforcement. The Vermont State 

Police would like to begin/continue a discussion about how police services can and 

should evolve to meet the demands of 21st century policing. 

The Select Board would like to gather input from our community around this - what do 

you think? Please email your thoughts to clerkbolton@gmavt.net with “VSP” in the 

subject line. The Select Board will gather input until September 15, 2020, and then share 

that with the Vermont State Police. Thank you. 

Learn more at https://vsp.vermont.gov/communityaffairs 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
mailto:za@boltonvt.com
mailto:assessor@boltonvt.com
https://vsp.vermont.gov/communityaffairs?fbclid=IwAR1kQjWmAW4mzhQaqcS52K8lPat6oD-Y6GwDuPiv5DmibLTBAUpW4oRICtc


September 2020                                                                                              page 12 
 

VT State Primary  
Election Wrap Up! 

The August 11th VT State Primary Election saw 

a record numbers of voters cast their ballots by 

mail or in person here in Bolton; 393 votes were 

cast, 262 of those were early voter ballots (304 

ballots were requested, 42 were not returned or 

returned after the election), for a record 39.2% 

voter participation.  By comparison, Bolton saw 

285 Primary Election voters in 2016, and 213 in 

2018. Voter turnout was huge across the state, 

seeing 157K+ voters.  Prior to 2020 the next two 

largest Primary voter turnouts were 120K+ in 

2016, and 122K+ in 2000.  Access more specific 

information on how Bolton voted at 

https://sos.vermont.gov/elections/  - click on 

“Election Results.”  You may have also heard 

that June Heston, a Chittenden County Senate 

candidate filed for a recount after coming 46 

votes shy of winning a Democratic nomination 

for one of the district's six seats, and that recount 

is currently underway. 

  

Unfortunately, several early voter ballots that 

were returned were not able to be counted as 

they either were received AFTER the election, or 

were judged “defective.”  In all “defective” 

instances, the voter either did NOT return the 

two unvoted ballots as required, or did NOT sign 

the certificate envelope which contained the 

voted ballot as required.  With the November 3rd 

General Election just around the corner, and the 

current State of Vermont plan to MAIL an early 

voter ballot to every ACTIVE voter in the state 

(whether the ballot was requested, or not), this is 

the first of many appeals to PLEASE make sure 

your vote will count by: returning your voted 

ballot ASAP by mail or by drop box, and to 

carefully follow all the directions to correctly 

return your voted ballot. 

 

A special thank you to our poll workers Carol 

Devlin, Paula Gervia, and Brenda McKeown for 

a VERY long day staffing the polls, and a huge 

thank you to all of our ballot counters: Carol, 

John, and Kat Devlin, Paula Gervia, Brenda 

McKeown, Deb Shelby, Chrissy Keating, Jen 

Dudley-Gaillard, Andrew Pond, Peter Schoen, 

Rich and Mary Ellen Seaver Reid, Kat Lisaius, 

Mica Cassara, and Tim Grover. We so 

appreciated your willingness to mask up, wash 

your hands, and jump in to help make for a 

successful election in the middle of a pandemic.  

We also greatly appreciated our in-person voters 

who were kind, patient and followed the safety 

guidelines without question.  Sadly, that wasn’t 

always the case in some other towns in our state. 

 

More thanks to our pizza deliverer, Andrew 

Gervia, Smilie School custodian Deb Andrews 

for her help setting up, and checking on us 

during the day, and to the State of Vermont for 

providing PPE and hand sanitizer for the 

election. 

 

We’ll be looking for assistance in counting 

ballots on November 3rd - it’s sure to be another 

record turnout! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sos.vermont.gov/elections/
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election statistic 
Here’s an interesting election statistic from Chris Winters of the Secretary of State’s 

office: “Vermont is ranked #3 on the MIT elections performance index.”  #1 North 

Dakota, #2 – Minnesota.  #50? California.   

 

Bolton traffic ordinance amended 
On August 17, 2020 the Select Board voted to amend the “Bolton Traffic Ordinance” to 

add the following language under Article VII: Parking Regulations, Section 1. 

Prohibition, with respect to Town Highway #1, Duxbury Road, and Town Highway #3, 

Stage Road. 
Article VII: Parking Regulations 
Section 1. Prohibition 

i. On T.H. #1 (Duxbury Road), on either side of T.H. #1 (Duxbury Road, ) from .9 

miles east of the intersection of T.H. #1 (Duxbury Road) and Cochran Road, for 

.325 miles east measured along T.H. #1 (Duxbury Road, the vicinity of the GMC 

Winooski River pedestrian bridge ), and from three (3.0) miles east of the 

intersection of T.H. #1 (Duxbury Road) and Cochran Road, for .25 miles east 

measured along T.H. #1 (Duxbury Road, the vicinity of the GMC Long Trail 

parking lot). 

ii. On T.H. #3 (Stage Road) on either side of T.H. #3 (Stage Road) for .25 miles 

north of the Preston Pond Conservation Area trailhead at 3638 Stage Road, and 

.25 miles south of the Preston Pond Conservation Area trailhead at 3638 Stage 

Road.  

The Conservation Commission has formally requested through a motion made at their 

August 24, 2020 meeting that the Select Board “suspend* and review the ordinance to 

gather community feedback, especially from neighbors on Stage Road and Notch Road, 

regarding the parking directive on Stage Road recently enacted, with acknowledgement 

that the Conservation Commission is in support of parking prohibition in front of 

driveways, mailboxes and abutting landowner houses just directly in front of that area” 

(the PPCA Trailhead on Stage Road). 

* As this is a statutory process, suspending the process is not an option. 

 

ALL RESIDENTS and COMMUNITY MEMBERS are welcome to provide their 

feedback until October 5, 2020, on the addition of no parking areas to the Bolton 

Traffic Ordinance via email to clerkbolton@gmavt.net (please put PARKING in the 

subject line), or via the USPS to the Town Office.  The Select Board will consider 

feedback with respect to making further amendments to the Bolton Traffic Ordinance 60 

days from the date of adoption.  The full Notice of Adoption and full text of the 

ordinance as amended may be reviewed on the town website www.boltonvt.com, or made 

available by contacting the Town Office. 
 
 
 

 

mailto:clerkbolton@gmavt.net
http://www.boltonvt.com/
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Broadband in Bolton, Fiber and Wireless on the way! 
 
It is with great pleasure that the Economic Resource Committee (ERC) can confirm there will be 

at least 2 new updates to broadband in Bolton by December 31, 2020.  The state has awarded 

Waitsfield Telecom with Federal funding for COVID-19 broadband expansion, the necessary 

money to install fiber along Duxbury Road.  This would not have been possible without the 

survey responses from everyone in town, the amazing mapping by Joe Grossman, the help of 

Waitsfield Telecom, letters of support from the Chittenden County Regional Planning 

Commission, and lots of phone calls and emails to various state resources. 

 

We understand there will be new wireless broadband services that are also expected in Bolton, 

unfortunately we do not have any details on this yet.  However, we have created an email list for 

those who would like to be kept informed as we learn new information.  For those who 

participated in the surveys, your email has already been added and you should have received an 

email from the ERC last weekend.  If you would like to get these email updates, please send your 

email address and name to:  erc@boltonvt.com.  You can remove your email at any time using 

the unsubscribe link in our emails. 

 

We also post updates to Front Porch Forum in hopes of keeping folks informed as this 

information is changing very quickly since all work using federal COVID-19 funding must be 

completed by December 31, 2020. 

 

For those who may not be aware of the work the ERC has done this summer, there are 3 web 

pages on the town web site: 

• http://boltonvt.com/broadband/ 

• http://boltonvt.com/internet-options-in-bolton/ 

• http://boltonvt.com/bb-funding/ 

This last link is the one we will continue to post updates on as a resource for understanding how 

to get funding, what has been funded, and if you are eligible for the new services for the wireless 

broadband that is coming to town. 

 

For those of you on Duxbury Road, there are several things that must be addressed such as getting 

all the required permits and tree trimming before any installation can happen.  We will keep you 

posted so Waitsfield Telecom can focus on all the other critical details of the installation process.  

Do not hesitate to contact us at erc@boltonvt.com and we will do our best to promptly respond 

to your questions. 

 

The state has prioritized those with no service or very limited service as top priorities.  We know 

based on your feedback that there are many parts of town that will benefit from better service.  

While we did not reach everyone with this round of funding, we are hopeful that there will be 

more funding for broadband services.   

                                                                                         Continued next page          

 

 

 

 

mailto:erc@boltonvt.com
http://boltonvt.com/broadband/
http://boltonvt.com/internet-options-in-bolton/
http://boltonvt.com/bb-funding/
mailto:erc@boltonvt.com
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Over the last 4 years there has been no state-wide effort to establish a plan to make fiber a 

priority.   We are hopeful that in the next 2 years this will be at the top of the list, especially since 

so many people around the state have been impacted by COVID-19 requirements for high speed 

internet.  If you are passionate about this issue, we urge you to contact the people who you plan to 

vote for and let them know this is critical and can no longer wait for a plan.  We need action now! 

 

The ERC will continue to work with Waitsfield Telecom and the new wireless provider as well as 

other state resources to keep moving forward with broadband in Bolton.  We know this is needed, 

let’s make it happen! 

 

The Bolton Economic Resource Committee 

 
 

 
 

So long summer 

“What good is the 
warmth of summer, 
without the cold of 

winter to give it 
sweetness.” 

– John Steinbeck 

Thanks for the photos,  

Amy Ludwin! 


