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                                                                           Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

  Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Remote Meeting Minutes 

August 3, 2020 

 

Board members present remotely:  Tony Barbagallo, Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers, Wendy Hoffman, 

Janet Metz 

Board members absent: None 

Also present remotely: Doug Smith, Virginia Haviland, Larry Lewack, Spencer Nowak 

Clerk remote: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara with a quorum of 5 

members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda:  

Additions: none. 

Deletions: none. 

3. Public Comment: Doug Smith noted that he attended to provide comment on Joiner Brook nudity.  

Amy Grover noted that public nudity was not against state law, she was unsure how an anti-nudity 

ordinance could be enforced in general given the lack of the town’s enforcement/PD resources, or how 

it could be enforced on private property. Doug Smith stated that he agreed, and that he felt there were 

probably other issues that he would rather see the town spending time and energy on other than nudity 

along Joiner Brook.   

4. Recurring Business: 

• Minutes July 20, 2020: Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the minutes of July 20, 2020.”   

Lynda DesLauriers seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed (5-0).  

• Warrants: reviewed and approved for signature by Mica Cassara. 

5. Communications: 

• Animal Control Officer – Sartelle notice reviewed and August 7, 2020 deadline noted for the 

Sartelles to vaccinate (rabies) and register their dog with the town.  Kudos and thanks expressed to 

ACO Rob Mullen for a well written letter, and dog welfare follow up.  

6. Appointments: 

• 6:20 p.m. – Larry Lewack, PC BLUDRs Update, BSB Review for Approval.  Larry Lewack gave 

an overview of the pending amendments and process. Discussion included: 

➢ BLUDRs now formally turned over to the BSB from the PC; 120 days to hold a public hearing, 

September tentatively earmarked for the hearing month, additional amendments are already in 

the PC pipeline. 

➢ A September hearing timeframe will give the new PZA Jon Ignatowski time to get up to speed, 

provide input, and help to manage the hearing process.  

➢ Review of changes which were vetted by the PC, CCRPC, and the town attorney. Noted: there 

were some objections to the district changes at the PC level which were subsequently rolled 

back. Larry Lewack to contact CCRPC to provide the link to view the map changes 

simultaneously.  

➢ How to promote the BSB public hearing for input – usual platforms, potential for a mailing. 

Larry Lewack noted he would be spending some time training with Jon Ignatowski, with thanks to 

Larry expressed by the BSB. 
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7. Business & Action Items: 

• Set and Approve FY 20-21 Tax Rate.  The board reviewed the FY 20-21 tax rate worksheet and 

accompanying documentation, including review of potential additional revenue.  Noted: FY 20-21 

finances maybe challenging due to COVID-19, decreased revenues, and the town’s share of costs 

for FEMA DR4474 repairs.  Consensus to remain fiscally restrained and limited in adding any 

additional revenue to be applied to the FY 20-21 tax rate.  Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to 

set the FY 20-21 municipal tax rate at .6886.”   Janet Metz seconded. There was no further 

discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Alternate Appointment to the DRB – Spencer Nowak 1 Year Term: Spence Nowak noted that he 

had joined the last few DRB meetings, it was a good fit, and he wanted to contribute to the town. 

Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to appoint Spencer Nowak to a one-year term as DRB 

Alternate.”   Wendy Hoffman seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and 

the motion passed (5-0).  

• Highway Superintendent Position Application Review – Hiring Committee:  Consensus for Janet 

Metz and Mica Cassara to act as the hiring team, and to review 6 applications received to date for 

follow up. 

• No Parking Amendments to the Traffic Ordinance/Guardrail Installation - Duxbury Road/Stage 

Road. Discussion included: 

➢ Tony Barbagallo met with Homer Parizo, spoke with Louie Lafreniere, and observed action at 

the GMC footbridge, which is as it has been reported – an ongoing party. 

➢ Consensus to install “No parking vehicles will be towed at owner’s expense” signs, on both 

sides of the road, ASAP, from the drainage ditch east of 895 Duxbury Road, Kilpecks’, to 200’ 

beyond 1184 Duxbury Road, Louie Lafreniere’s. Amy Grover to follow up with Eric Andrews 

on signs. 

➢ Guardrails on the GMC property – do not leave an opening for emergency vehicles.  GMC has 

noted no discretionary funds, funding undetermined at this time, installation on hold.. 

➢ Noted: GMC is considering installing some type of “tunnel” over the bridge to eliminate the 

jumping factor. Brief discussion on town and GMC liability.  

• Joiner Brook Resident Concerns – Nudity: Noted previously under public comment - nudity is not 

against state law, the town would have no resources for enforcement of an anti-nudity ordinance, 

and it is questionable if an ordinance can be enforced on private property. Consensus for no action 

to be taken by the town. Concerned residents are encouraged to contact the state police for 

individuals disrobing and/or lewd behavior.  Noted: the Joiner Brook area around the “S curve” has 

a long standing reputation as a “nudity area.”  Amy Grover to follow up with resident. 

• Reynolds Property – executive session:   

➢ Janet Metz made the motion “to enter executive session under 1 V.S.A. §313 (a)(1)(E) pending 

or probable civil litigation.”   Tony Barbagallo seconded. There was no further discussion.  All 

were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 7:00 p.m.  

➢ Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to exit executive session.”   Janet Metz seconded. There 

was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 7:28 p.m.  No 

motion required for action. The town will continue follow up with appropriate parties. 

8.  Adjournment:   Janet Metz made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”  Wendy Hoffman seconded. 

There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 7:29 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on: 

________________________ 


