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IT’s back To schooL TIme! 

The first day of school for the MMUUSD will be Wednesday, August 26th. Please see page 7 

for more information on the “hybrid instruction model” under which our MMUUSD schools 

will be reopening. Safety reminder: please remember that the safety of our school bus riding 

students trumps the “this-school-bus-is-going-to-make-me-late” factor every time. State law 

requires that motorists stop for school buses in both directions (on a typical two-lane roadway) 

when the bus lights are flashing. Failing to stop or illegally passing a stopped school bus with 

flashing lights can result in fines and/or traffic violation points against the driver, and risks 

injuries to everyone involved. Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe by obeying the law. 

 

smILIe schooL’s 
newest additions! 
The top of the Smilie 

school bell was the 

perfect place for this 

nest full of baby birds – 

we THINK we counted 

5 beaks! And, we 

THINK they are 

Eastern Phoebes, based 

on the female Phoebe 

that stayed close by 

and did not seem want 

us there as she chirped, 

and wagged her tail 

feathers. 
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Phoebe learns about Thrushes 

          Phoebe’s kIds’ quesTIon  

of the month! 

My humans and I love listening to the birds singing 

when we are out on walks and hikes, do you?  The 

kind of birds that we love listening to the most are 

the thrushes; their songs are so pretty!  I heard my 

humans say they were “ethereal,” but I’m not sure 

what that word means!  I just learned how to tell if 

the singing is being done by a Hermit Thrush 

(Vermont’s State Bird!) or a Wood Thrush.  Do you 

know how to tell which song is which?  Find out the 

answer in next month’s issue!  And, see page 3 for a 

great story about Vermont birds and our forests by 

Ethan Tapper! 

WOOF! Woof!! Last month’s answer: Did you figure 

out where that ladder was and where it went?  Maybe 

you have been there! If you said the ladder was part 

of the refurbished (my humans said that means fixed 

up again) tower at the top of “Vista” at Bolton Valley 

Resort, you were right!  What can you see from the 

top of the tower?  Views in every direction of our 

beautiful Green Mountains! See pictures on page 11! 

 
 
 

        
       cLerk’s corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property Tax bills 
We anticipate that the FY 20-21 PROPERTY 

TAX BILLS will be mailed by August 13th.  

Wondering why you never got your tax bill?  Has 

your mailing address changed?  If so, please 

contact the town office to officially let us know 

your new mailing address so that we can update 

the Grand List. Every year numerous tax bills are 

returned that cannot be forwarded due to 

incorrect mailing addresses. Thank you! 

Information on the FY 20-21 tax rate will be in 

the September Gazette. 

 
 

A plea From 2020 census 
2020 Census - Shape your Future - Please 

Respond Online or by Phone.  It is quick and 

easy! 

 

Completing the questionnaire allows you to 

influence the amount of money that comes to 

Vermont for many of our essential programs 

that benefit our health and safety, and pay for 

our roads, local government, schools, hospitals, 

and so much more.  Complete the Census by 

going to my2020census.gov or by calling 844-

330-2020.  Many thanks! 

 
 
 

 
 

http://my2020cesus.gov/


 

 
Into the woods By ethan tapper 

 
Foresters for the Birds 

In 2008, Audubon Vermont and the Vermont 

Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation teamed up 

to create a program called “Foresters for the Birds.” 

The idea of this program was that, while there is a lot to 

love about Vermont’s forests – from the way they make 

our state so beautiful, clean our air and our water, and 

support our local communities and economies with 

renewable forest products and awesome recreational 

opportunities – many people especially love, value and connect with birds. Foresters for 

the Birds sought to highlight how forests support rich, diverse populations of birds and 

how good forest management can support and improve habitat for them. This program 

has been so successful that it has been expanded to other states in the northeast and is 

under development in the Southeast and Pacific Northwest.  

 

As part of this project, a list of birds called “The Birder’s Dozen” was created. These are 

twelve charismatic and easily-identifiable birds with a range of habitat requirements. 

Keeping an eye and an ear out for the Birder’s Dozen helps you identify whether or not 

your area features the diversity of habitat types and conditions required by most of 

Vermont’s birds. The list ranges from American woodcock, which need young forest, 

forest openings and alder wetlands, to scarlet tanager, which requires mature forest, to the 

eastern wood-peewee, which requires canopy gaps and a dense understory.  

 

Vermont and the surrounding region host one the most diverse breeding bird populations 

in the United States: more than 80 species! This includes both year-round occupants and 

“neo-tropical” migrants – birds that overwinter in the tropics and migrate to Vermont to 

breed in the summer. According to a 2017 report by the Vermont Center for Ecostudies, 

bird populations in Vermont have declined by 14.2% over the last 25 years, including 

much more precipitous declines in several species. Forest fragmentation, parcelization 

and loss, invasive exotic species and climate change are among the many factors 

contributing to this decline.  

 

So how do we encourage great bird habitat? First, we protect our forests. Forest and 

ecosystem loss, and the “fragmentation” of large areas of forest into smaller pieces by 

roads and development, are fundamental threat to our birds. Conserving forests and 

protecting them with smart planning and zoning rules in your communities is a good 

place to start.  

 

Next, manage for diverse, complex forests. As illustrated by the Birder’s Dozen, some 

species of birds need a dense canopy, canopy openings (“gaps”) filled with young trees  
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trees and shrubs, large areas of early successional forest and forests with trees of all 

different sizes and ages. We call this type of diversity – trees growing in different ways – 

“structural diversity.” “Species diversity” – trees of all different species – is also critical, 

because different birds use different tree species for foraging, nesting, shelter and more.  

Another thing we can do for our birds is to make sure we keep some big, old trees in our 

forests. Big trees have many ecological benefits, including providing habitat for all 

different kinds of birds, from those like nuthatches who forage for arthropods in their 

deep bark cracks, to pileated woodpeckers and owls who only nest in cavities (“holes”) in 

trees more than 20” in diameter.  

 

We also need to recognize the importance of dead and imperfect trees in our forest. Dead-

standing trees (“snags”), “cavity” trees, fallen trees and dead wood on the forest floor all 

provide important bird habitat. The ruffed grouse, for instance, needs fallen logs to 

“drum” on, and many other bird species use downed wood for cover, foraging, nesting, 

and singing perches. While you may curse the woodpeckers who put holes in your trees, 

these living and dead “cavity trees” are often called “wildlife motels,” providing nesting 

and denning sites for a wide range of birds and mammals.  

 

If you’ve read my previous articles you know that the value of complex forests with big 

trees and lots of dead wood is not limited to birds. Forests like this are also more like the 

old growth forests which once covered much of our state. They store lots of carbon and 

are resilient and adaptive to climate change. They provide habitat for a huge range of 

wildlife, from birds and bats to moose and black bear. Responsible forest management 

with birds in mind can protect and enhance the value of our forests for the birds that we 

love while making Vermont’s forests holistically healthier in the process.   

You can learn more about Foresters for the Birds at: 

https://vt.audubon.org/conservation/foresters-birds  

 

 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden 

County Forester. He can be 

reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, or by 

phone at (802)-585-9099.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://vt.audubon.org/conservation/foresters-birds
mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
Date: Thursday, August 27, 2020 
Although we probably still won’t be gathering together as a group due to 

COVID-19, Doris Wheelock plans to continue to deliver the senior meal 

until we can get together!  Questions?   

Contact Doris at 434-3769 

 
Peregrine falcon nesting season update  

from Audubon Vermont 
At this point in the year, we are winding down the season by counting 

fledglings, confirming occupancy (or lack thereof), and documenting 

nesting failures. For many of us it has been a huge comfort to see the 

peregrines in action going about their normal business while our 

human world has been turned upside-down.   Unfortunately, there has 

been a bit of a pattern emerging of pairs abandoning sites that have heavy human use including 

Prospect Rock, Red Rocks Park, and Lone Rock Point.  Others have hung in there despite the 

increase in human visitation this year like Rattlesnake Point, Nichols Ledge, and Arrowhead 

Mountain. We can almost never pinpoint the cause of a nesting failure or site abandonment, but it 

is hard not to speculate.  

 

Here in Bolton, the peregrines at “Upper Upper West Cliff” adjacent to the trailhead for the 

PPCA on the Notch Road, have had a successful breeding season with two chicks fledged.  Rock 

climbers recently encountered very territorial adults while climbing on an open portion of the 

cliff, so Audubon Vermont and our partners have determined that the entire cliff is now closed to 

climbing until the young fledglings start to leave the cliff to explore the area and hunt on their 

own. We expect the cliff to reopen in early August.  Thank you for your support of the two chicks 

by obeying the cliff closure. 

 

We need you; we do!!! 
The Town of Bolton is still seeking volunteers to serve as Alternates 

to Bolton’s Development Review Board (DRB), the Chittenden 

Solid Waste District (CSWD) Board, on the Planning Commission, 

the Energy Committee and Conservation Commission, as a second 

Animal Control Officer ($250 Annual Stipend), and as the Green 

Up Day Coordinator. Please consider stepping forward to serve your community, we truly need 

your help! Contact the Town Office for more information, or see the town website: 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/ 

 
Reminder - library card reimbursements began July 1st

 

The Town is once again offering library card reimbursements to residents for 

library cards purchased at the Richmond and Waterbury Libraries.  Bring your 

library card (or a copy), and/or proof of payment to the Town Office for 

reimbursement, which will by check through accounts payable, after Select Board 

warrant approval. 

 

 

 Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s 

edition.    For submissions or to OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in 

color (help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Broadband in Bolton  

COVID-19 has impacted many Bolton 

residents.  You know it’s serious when 175 

people fill out 3 surveys in 2 months and 

express appreciation with some even 

jumping in to help.  Joseph Grossman an 

Environmental Scientist, will be moving to 

Bolton this fall, but the current internet 

speeds at his location are not sufficient to 

allow him and his wife to work from home. 

Joe reached out to the ERC and made a 

HUGE difference with the report we 

created.  This is just one of the maps Joe 

customized for the report.  The purple dots 

on the map represent participation in the 

surveys. 

People all over town have expressed how 

COVID-19 has changed the urgency for 

better internet service in Bolton. 

“I’m a healthcare worker trying to provide 

remote services, but I cannot video 

conference due to slow access.”   

Since May we have been collecting data 

from you, the state, Waitsfield Telecom, 

and other resources to figure out what can 

be done to improve service in Bolton.   

We wrote a report on our findings with the maps and sent them to local, state, and federal 

officials.  We shared them with Waitsfield Telecom who is submitting an estimate to expand 

services in Bolton through one of several different grants that are available from the Federal 

Government COVID-19 Cares Act.  In summary this is what we learned. 

• There are 187 locations in Bolton with less than 25/3 Mbps  

• Less than 1/3 of all buildings in Bolton have fiber with connections of 100/100 Mbps.   

• 175 people responded to the survey impacting 466 residents, not quite half of our 

residents  

• Of the 187 locations with very limited service, 87 people responded impacting 230 

residents. 

What’s next?  The requests for proposals are due July 30, 2020 and we expect to know some time 

in August if Waitsfield will be awarded any funds.  Once we have more information, we will 

update the web page, post updates on Front Porch Forum and here in the Gazette. 

We want to thank everyone who responded to one or more of the surveys, your participation has 

been critical.   

You can read the whole report at:  http://www.boltonvt.com/broadband 

Thank you – the Economic Resource Committee 

http://www.boltonvt.com/broadband
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Mmuusd news   

 
Dear School Community,  

 

I am writing to provide you with an update on our plans to 

reopen our school buildings. To start the school year, 

MMUUSD, along with all 16 school districts covering 

Addison, Chittenden, Franklin, and Grand Isle Counties who are members of the 

Champlain Valley Superintendents Association (CVSA), will implement a hybrid 

instruction model that will include both in-person and remote learning. This plan to return 

to school is student-centered, focused on social-emotional needs, and designed to keep 

our students learning at a high level. Most importantly, a hybrid model affords the ability 

to offer in-person learning in the safest environment possible while adhering to the best 

practices of the guidance issued by the Vermont Agency of Education (AOE). The 

following is a general overview of how the hybrid model will work:  

 

• Students will be divided into two groups. 

• Groups will attend school in-person two days a week and learn remotely three 

days a week.  

o Students and staff attending in person will wear masks and practice 

physical distancing.   

o Groups will be thoughtfully created so they best support families, 

including grouping family members together whenever possible.  

o Scheduling is being determined and we will have that information to 

families as soon as possible.  

• Most students will be learning remotely on Wednesdays. We will use this day to 

provide individualized support to students, engage in professional learning and 

planning for our staff, and deep clean our buildings. 

While we all agree that nothing compares to the benefits that students receive from in-

person instruction, after extensively reviewing the AOE’s guidance and evaluating how 

to operationally implement those requirements and recommendations in our schools, 

reviewing survey submissions from our families and staff, and consulting with our 

reopening committee, we feel the hybrid model will best address the health and safety of 

our students and staff given the current health data available.  

 

Having fewer students in the building at a time will help reduce contact with others and 

allow for better distancing. The smaller groups will also allow teachers and staff more 

time to assess the academic progress and needs of our students. With fewer students in 

the building, we can better help them adjust to new expectations while fostering healthy 

routines throughout the day, such as regular hand washing. In these pandemic conditions, 

it is also imperative that we continue to improve our remote systems so that we can be 

ready to adapt if health data requires a shift to full remote learning again. 

 

We are also preparing to offer a remote-only/virtual learning option for families. More 

information regarding this option will be available soon. 

 

Continued next page 

https://education.vermont.gov/documents/guidance-strong-healthy-start-health-guidance
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We acknowledge the hardships that hybrid and full remote models may place on families, 

including our own faculty and staff. Our administrative team will be communicating with 

state and local officials to support in solving childcare issues.  By working together, 

openly communicating, and being creative and flexible, we can overcome these 

challenges.  That said, please understand there are many moving pieces to these plans, 

and we will need to adapt as the situation surrounding COVID-19 evolves and we receive 

further guidance from the AOE and the Department of Health.  

 

Finally, in addition to academic work, I want to assure you that our teams will work 

tirelessly to support your child’s social and emotional needs through this transition. 

School is going to look and feel different this year, and we know all of our students and 

families will need support.  We are here for your children and for your family.   

 

Sincerely, 

John R. Alberghini, Superintendent 

 

You can access community updates on the MMUUSD website: 

https://sites.google.com/mmuusd.org/covid-19information/home 

 
TOWN OF BOLTON NOTICE OF SALE OF MUNICIPAL REAL ESTATE 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO THE LEGAL VOTERS OF THE TOWN OF BOLTON, 

in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 1061(a)(1), that the Town of Bolton (the “Town”) proposes to 

convey to Richmond Land Trust, Inc., a grant of development rights and a perpetual conservation 

easement and restrictions on a 13.5 acre triangular parcel of land west of Stage Road conveyed to 

the Town by Warranty Deed of George W. Cunningham, Grace L. Tomlinson, Elsie C. Haskins-

Rowell and Maude C. Wilder dated January 27, 1941 and recorded on February 19, 1941 in the 

Town of Bolton Land Records in Volume 18 at Page 135.  Said conveyance will have the 

following terms and conditions: 

SALE PRICE: One Dollar ($1.00) 

TERMS: Grant of Development Rights and Conservation Easement to be 

delivered at closing. 

CLOSING: As soon as practicable after thirty (30) days from date of publication and 

posting of this notice. 

The above-described easements and rights-of-way will be conveyed on the terms specified unless 

a petition objecting to the conveyance signed by at least five percent (5%) of the legal voters of 

the Town is presented to the Bolton Town Clerk within thirty (30) days of the date of publication 

and posting of this notice pursuant to 24 V.S.A. § 1061(a)(2).  If such a petition is presented, the 

Town shall cause the question of whether the Town should convey the above-described grant of 

development rights and conservation easement to Richmond Land Trust, Inc. on the terms set 

forth above to be considered at a Special Town Meeting called for that purpose, or at the next 

Annual Town Meeting. 

THIS IS NOT A SOLICITATION FOR BIDS, NOR AN OFFER TO SELL THIS REAL 

ESTATE TO ANY PERSON ON ANY PARTICULAR TERMS OR CONDITIONS. 

Dated at Bolton, Vermont, this 7th day of July 2020.  

By: Mica Cassara, Select Board Chair, Duly Authorized Agent 

 

https://sites.google.com/mmuusd.org/covid-19information/home
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Community Senior Center Boosts On-Line Learning  
and Social Activities 

 
While continuing its suspension of group gatherings for health reasons, the Community 

Senior Center has added to its list of on-line programs to help seniors continue to learn, 

create and connect for conversation with friends and neighbors. Volunteers are also available 

to help seniors learn how to join the many different virtual sessions.   

 

The CSC’s Board of Directors will revisit the subject of live group gatherings at its 

September on-line meeting. During this hiatus, its committees have developed more 

volunteer-hosted activities that give seniors a wide variety of opportunities for learning and 

staying connected socially on-line.  

 

Many of the organization’s traditional offerings such as French conversation and travelogue 

presentations were easily adapted to the on-line format. Friends and neighbors continue to 

connect weekly for coffee and conversation, but do so now in virtual coffee time sessions 

hosted by seniors in Bolton and Richmond. Groups also meet on-line to express their views 

on the state of the world and to share interesting life experiences in a story circle. 

 

The CSC also maintains its focus on health and wellness with on-line sessions dedicated to 

yoga, meditation and strength training. 

 

With the uncertainty about timing for resuming in-person activities, the organization plans to 

add more travelogues and other learning and health and wellness topics to its list of on-line 

programs and activities in the coming months. Seniors are also invited to recommend ideas 

for new programs. 

 

For those unfamiliar with how to connect and participate in on-line sessions, the CSC has 

experienced volunteers to tutor individuals by phone. Their approach makes it easy to learn 

and to take advantage of the many programs and activities now available. Also, unlike 

structured academic courses, all CSC on-line sessions allow new participants to join in 

anytime. Volunteer program leaders help bring new participants up to speed quickly so they 

can actively enjoy each of the sessions. 

 

For more information on the programs and weekly schedule, to recommend new programs or 

for help connecting, contact Martha Nye by email at martha@cscvt.org. 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:martha@cscvt.org
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august 11, 2020 primary election 

 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there are several 

important changes with respect to the upcoming 

August 11, 2020 Primary Election: 

 

1. The State and the Town are both 

STRONGLY encouraging all voters to vote 

absentee/early ballot to help protect the 

health and safety of our poll workers and 

voters. 

2. If you have not requested your absentee/early voter ballot by the time you are reading 

this, please do so ASAP BY CALLING THE TOWN OFFICE, or ONLINE by 

logging into your “My Voter Page,” www.mvp.vermont.gov - this requires your 

driver’s license number or the last 4 digits of your Social Security number. 

3. We may need to make arrangements for you to pick up your ballot at the Town Office 

as the timeline for the town to mail, and for you to return your voted ballot is getting 

extremely tight.  Please note: if your ballot is NOT received by 7 p.m. at the polls on 

Tuesday August 11th, your vote will not count. 

4. Voted ballot return: Drop your voted ballot in the Town Office drop box or mail it in; 

the postage to return your voted ballot is prepaid by the State.  Again, the timeline for 

you to mail in your ballot and for us to receive it by August 11th is extremely tight, 

please consider using the drop box. 

5. Our official polling place at Smilie School will be open 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. on Election 

Day with health officials’ guidance measures in place.  This is to accommodate same 

day voter registration, voters dropping off voted absentee ballots, and voters who 

have not voted early. 

 

6. If you do come to the polls on Election Day, PLEASE: 

• DO NOT ENTER the building if you are feeling unwell or experiencing ANY 

symptoms. 

• A face covering will be REQUIRED for everyone’s safety. If you are not wearing 

a face covering, one will be provided for you. 

• Respect and maintain the recommended spacing of 6 feet between people. 

• Understand that bathrooms will NOT be available. 

• Make plans for childcare. We are highly discouraging any children from 

entering the building with a voting adult. 

• Observe the one-way traffic pattern. 

• Follow directions for disposing of your pen, do not leave the pen in the voting 

booth. 

• Be patient - thank you. 

 
 

http://www.mvp.vermont.gov/
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Views from the Bolton valley resort tower 

 
 

Looking 

east toward 

the 

Waterbury 

Reservoir 

and the 

Worcester 

Range 

Looking 

south 

towards 

Camel’s 

Hump and 

the spine of 

the Green 

Mountains 


