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                                                                           Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

  Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Remote Meeting Minutes 

June 15, 2020 

 

Board members present remotely:  Tony Barbagallo, Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers, Wendy Hoffman, 

Janet Metz 

Board members absent: none 

Also present remotely: Lindsay DesLauriers (BVR, LLC), Charlie Baker (CCRPC), Eleni Churchill (CCRPC), 

Sharon Murray, Jason Charest 

Clerk remote: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:47 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara with a quorum of 5 

members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

Additions:  

• Award Assessor RFP. 

➢ Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to enter executive session under 1 V.S.A. § 313 9a) (1) (A) 

contracts.” Janet Metz seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed (5-0) at 8:14 p.m. 

➢ Janet Metz made the motion “to exit executive session.” Tony Barbagallo seconded.  There was 

no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 8:20 p.m. 

➢ Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to award the Bolton Assessor contract to Vermont 

Appraisal Company for three years, per the terms outlined in the submitted RFP."  Tony 

Barbagallo seconded. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  Amy Grover to follow up 

with bidders. 

Deletions: none. 

3. Public Comment:  

Lindsay DesLauriers noted her thanks for the accommodation of starting the BSB meeting early for her 

public comment and stated that: 

• The I-89 2050 study was generated to support federal funding to solve urban problems/urban exits, 

with her experience as a Lobbyist she saw this as an opportunity to bring attention to/developing 

traction around a Bolton I-89 exit, and that there was no surprise that Bolton Valley Resort would 

love to see an exit.  

• Years ago, the funding was in place for a Bolton exit, which the town supported. Governor Richard 

Snelling died, and Governor Howard Dean did not move the exit plan forward. 

• She had heard there was interest in reviving the Bolton exit at the state level, the Bolton Town Plan 

supports the exit and Bolton Valley as a “growth area.” 

• Noted: 

➢ Bolton “exit 10A” is included in first round of interchange screening evaluations, the least 

expensive of all eight exits. 

➢ The scoring criteria is designed to solve urban problems, consequently rural exits (including 

Bolton 10A) scored poorly.  

➢ Dollar to dollar, Bolton exit 10A scored highest in economic impact.   

➢ Richmond to Waterbury is the longest stretch of I-89 without an exit, and there are traffic 

issues in Richmond and Waterbury. 
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• No decision has been made, and while acknowledging the town has not had a current discussion, she 

would appreciate a letter from the BSB, not requesting a position, but rather expressing support to 

move Bolton exit 10A on to the next round within the I-89 2050 Study for further studies & 

engineering designs. 

4. Appointments: 

1. 6:15 p.m. Charlie Baker, Eleni Churchill, CCRPC I-89 Study Update. 

Charlie Baker reviewed the I-89 2050 study highlights which included: 

➢ Long range plan, broad goals & objectives, priorities, funding (75% of funding goes to 

maintenance), roadway capacity, safety, congestion, potential interchange investments & their 

evaluation matrixes, resilience, & maintenance. 

➢ With respect to interchanges, the CCRPC recommendation will be to move forward with 12B, 

1 and 14.  Bolton, exit 10A, has potential to be “considered in a separate process later.”  

Discussion: 

➢ Mica Cassara asked when/what that “later process” would be.  

o Charlie Baker noted he was uncertain, and was also uncertain of the level of interest of the 

town in pursuing an interchange.  

➢ Tony Barbagallo asked about funding for interstate improvements vs. pedestrian/bike paths 

referencing Duxbury Road.   

o Charlie Baker noted that was a legislature vote, with recommendation from CCRPC and 

VTrans, that funding for pedestrian/bike lanes had been increasing over time. 

➢ Janet Metz asked what the steps would be to move the Bolton exit forward.   

o Charlie Baker noted: 

▪ There would be considerable effort required to make this interchange a priority, the 

town should submit a letter prior to the June 30th I-89 Study 2050 advisory committee 

meeting, when interchanges are chosen to advance to the second round. 

▪ A Bolton interchange is included in the Town Plan, which states the town is supportive 

of that, and that this is an unusual circumstance with plans designed in the 1980s – early 

1990s. 

▪ If an economic priority, there is a possibility that economic funding could be tapped.  

▪ The town should apprise Bolton’s state representatives &VTrans that the town wants to 

move the process forward, and request a review of the old engineering plans through 

CCRPC’s UPWP to determine the status with respect to design, current standards and 

environmental concerns. It is also unknown if permits were obtained. 

▪ Note of caution – there will be concerns about a new interchange, accompanying sprawl 

issues, and opposition from environmental groups. 

o Eleni Churchill noted CCRPC will provide comments from this meeting to the advisory 

committee. 

➢ The group discussed the need to review more information, and that soliciting input from the 

community and an opportunity to weigh was critical, it is not a given that the town supports an 

interchange at this time as it was a hot topic previously. 

➢ Consensus to hold another additional special meeting, June 22nd at 6 p.m. to address and 

receive community input on Bolton “exit 10A.” Amy Grover to provide notice. 

5. Recurring Business: 

• Minutes June 8, 2020: Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to approve the minutes of June 8, 2020 

as presented.”     Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Warrants: Reviewed for signature by Mica Cassara.  

• Financial Reports: Expenditures, Revenue, COVID-19 PR Costs, Delinquent Taxes, Reserve Fund: 
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➢ Brief discussion on delinquent taxes. Amy Grover noted that delinquent taxes were 

approximately $1K less at the close of the tax year compared to last year and were currently 

about $3K less currently compared to the same timeframe last year, and that there had been no 

requests for information on/for abatement. Amy Grover again noted her concern for FY 20-21 

and potential decrease in tax revenue due to COVID-19. 

6. Communications: 

• FEMA 64 Boulder Wood Lane Buyout: The buyout project has been “selected for further review, 

which means it has been identified for funding and will now move from the Federal review to 

FEMA Region 1” for review. Amy Grover noted that she had inquired about the potential for 

moving and selling the undamaged mobile home vs. buyout demolition and was notified that 

option would be a different application process requiring a re-application; option not pursued. 

• Resignation of Green Up Day Coordinator: Bryan Farnsworth notified the town that he was 

stepping away as Green Up Coordinator, with an offer to assist with the transition to a new 

coordinator. Thanks to Bryan expressed by the BSB, and to add this to the list of Bolton’s 

volunteer opportunities. 

7. Business & Action Items: 

• Withdrawal Reserves Planning Fund – MPG Match: Amy Grove noted that Municipal Planning 

Grant expenses to meet the town required match will total up to $5,730.57.  Brief discussion on 

booking match expenditures as a FY 19-20 overage to the PC voter budgeted line item, or 

withdrawing from the Planning Reserve Fund, current total at $19,825, and that impact to the total 

of any available uncommitted funds being transferred to reserves. Tony Barbagallo made the 

motion “to approve the withdrawal of up to $5,730.57 from the Planning Reserve Fund.”     Janet 

Metz seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Highway Department Job Descriptions Approval/Hire: 

➢ Mica Cassara presented a draft Road Commissioner job description to the BSB, noting it 

expanded the requirements with respect to road maintenance, CDL license required, 

language for federal and state responsibilities. 

➢ Brief discussion on Highway Foreman position, overlap potential, title of “Commissioner,” 

vs “Superintendent,” and salary ranges. 

➢ Consensus the BSB needed additional time for review. Address at the special meeting on 

June 22nd if time allows, or table to the next regularly scheduled meeting on July 6th. 

➢ Mica Cassara to touch base with Eric Andrews prior to open discussion. 

• PZA Job Description Approval/Hire: 

➢ Job description reviewed and updated by Amy Grover and PZA Larry Lewack and sent to 

the BSB for review.  Consensus to leave as written, with two minor edits, and approved as 

amended. 

➢ Consensus to post salary range as starting at $20/hour, DOE (dependent on experience). 

➢ Larry Lewack to post notice on the VT Planner’s Association and Zoning Administrator’s 

listserves, and VTJobLink (Department of Labor online listing).  Amy Grover will post 

notice in Seven Days, VLCT classifieds, email to surrounding towns, and on the town’s 

platforms. 

• Updates: 

➢ Reynolds Property 4123 Stage Road: A letter of final warning was sent certified mail on 

June 9, 2020 with notice to initiate property clean up immediately, within one month from 

the date of the letter to avoid further legal action by the Town.  

➢ Mica Cassara has gathered contact information for the folks living on the property. 

➢ Wendy Hoffman to review the legal process beyond the letter. 

➢ FEMA DR 4454 – Notch Road Slide, Funding, Site Visit, Easement: 
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o Pre-bid meeting held on Friday, June 12th, six contractors were in attendance. 

o Bid opening scheduled for June 26th, bid award scheduled for July 6th.  

o Site visit by FEMA to be held on June 16, 2020. 

o Funding: Noted the town will have to pay for the slide repairs upfront and then submit 

for reimbursement to FEMA. Amy Grover wanted to be sure the BSB was aware that 

this will more than likely require borrowing from the Reserve Fund and then paying the 

Reserve Fund back once payment is received.  Expected cost is in the $350K range. 

o Courtemanche easement has been sent to Town Attorney Bob Fletcher for review /edits. 

➢ Permit Honey Hollow Road Access in Winter: Draft permit submitted to David Rugh at 

Stitzel, Page and Fletcher for review.  

➢ Grant in Aid/Better Road Projects/Funding: 

o Noted in a remote meeting with Chris Dubin, CCRPC, that a site visit will be scheduled 

for Mill Brook Road drainage issues with engineer Evan Fitzgerald, and that it will be 

up to the town whether to direct Grant in Aid funds to Mill Brook Road or to two high 

priority segments on the bottom of the Bolton Valley Access Road.  

o Meeting has not yet been scheduled as of June 15th.  

o Mill Brook Road drainage has a berm issue – not in compliance with the MRGP. 

➢ Paving Funding: The BSB reviewed options for funding the remaining cost of $152,929.  

Suggested $45K from Resurfacing FY 20-21 leaving $35K for a grant match, if received, 

and $107,929 from the Highway Projects Reserves. Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to 

fund the remaining paving project cost of $152,920 with $45K from Resurfacing FY 20-21, 

leaving $35K for a grant match, if received, and $107,929 from the Highway Projects 

Reserve fund.”   Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in 

favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

➢ Mill Brook Road Resident Drainage Issues: A site visit by Eric Andrews and Mica Cassara 

took place with the property owner, Catherine Antley.  The area is beyond the town-

maintained portion, and while suggestions were given to Ms. Antley on repairs, it was 

stated to Ms. Antley that those repairs are fully her responsibility.  The town does not and 

will not maintain that portion of Mill Brook Road nor Ms. Antley’s driveway. 

• Appointment of Tax Sale Attorneys: Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to approve Stitzel, 

Page and Fletcher as the attorneys to conduct the town tax sale process.” Wendy Hoffman 

seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0). 

• Internal Controls Checklist 2020: submitted for receipt and signature by the Select Board Chair.   

• VT Local Government Resolution – Request From & Supported by VLCT: 

➢ This resolution was prepared by VLCT in conjunction with the National League of Cities in 

an effort to lobby Congress for direct federal aid to cities and towns (COVID-19 costs). 

➢ Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to adopt the Vermont Local Government Resolution as 

presented.”  Wendy Hoffman seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed (5-0). 

➢ Amy Grover will submit the resolution. 

• Town Wood Lot Conservation Easement: Final Approval, Plan for Drafting Notice and 

Resolution. 

➢ Lou Borie sent out the final draft version, incorporating edits from town attorney, Bob 

Fletcher. 

➢ Bob Fletcher will provide the notice and resolution for the BSB and clarify the process. 

• CDBG (as/if needed): The final versions have been forwarded for legal review by the town 

attorney.  CCRPC is requesting an extension for a July 6th deadline to July 10th to “accept the 
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offer and adopt a resolution,” so that the BSB can accept and adopt the grant agreement at their 

July 6th meeting. 

8. Adjournment:   Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”  Tony Barbagallo 

seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 8:21 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on: 

July 6, 2020. 

 


