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         Green up day round up 
It was a different Green Up Day this year, 

due to COVID-19, so we really appreciated 

folks who still went out to help Green Up 

Bolton on the LAST Saturday of May 

(delayed this year).  Our thanks to our 

Highway Staff; Eric, Cody, and Dan, for 

being available to help offload trash at the 

Town Garage, and who transported 560 

pounds of roadside trash and tires to the 

CSWD facility. As this was Green Up Day’s 

50th year, they provided each town with a 

tree to celebrate their “birthday,” which has 

been planted near the East Bolton Cemetery. 

We also want to acknowledge and thank 

Bryan Farnsworth who is stepping down as 

Bolton’s Green Up Day Coordinator along 

with our thanks for being willing to help 

transition the new coordinator.  Interested? 

Contact the Town Office or see the town 

website!  
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Phoebe Enjoys A Visit to another 

mystery structure!          

Phoebe’s kid quesTion of the month! 

You know me, always “nosing around” in 

Bolton (and sometimes beyond, like last month!) 

finding new places or learning about the history 

of our town!  This day I had a fun hike going to 

this place!  My humans went up that ladder, 

and I didn’t like that, I cried about it!  Where 

do you think we were, and what do you think 

my humans saw at the top of the ladder? Find 

out the answer in next month’s issue!  WOOF! 

Woof!!      

Last month’s answer:  Did you figure out where 

we found the huge fireplace in the woods a little 

bit away from Bolton?  It was at Little River State 

Park, in the area where there are the remains of 

the “Civilian Conservation Corps Camp Charles 

M. Smith.” Almost 2,000 humans lived and 

worked here in the 1930s while they were building 

that big dam! There are fun paths to walk with 

historical markers along the way so you can learn 

more about Camp Smith – go check it out! 

Do you know that they even had a skating rink? 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property Tax bills  
The Select Board will be setting the FY 20-21 

property tax rate later this month or at their 

first meeting in August. Once the property tax 

rate has been set, property tax bills will be 

generated and mailed (provided the town has 

received the State Education Rate), at least 30 

days prior to the first payment due date, which 

is Tuesday, September 15, 2020. Has your 

mailing address changed? If so, please contact 

the town office to officially notify us of your 

new mailing address! Every year, postage costs 

are wasted when many tax bills are returned 

due to incorrect mailing address information. 

Thank you! 
 

Notch Tunnel  
Rehabilitation Project 

In the event that your travels don’t take you in that 

direction, the long-awaited Notch Road tunnel 

repair/rehabilitation project is underway.   

 

This project will repair cracks, repave, and install 

interior tunnel lighting.  The tunnel is owned by the 

STATE as it is part of the I-89 infrastructure, so the 

cost of the rehabilitation is not specific to only 

Bolton taxpayers.  Weekly updates on construction 

are provided by the project’s point of contact – 

Stephanie Barrett of Count On It Business Services, 

and are posted on the Town website, Facebook 

Page and Front Porch Forum.  You can also email 

Stephanie and request weekly updates be sent 

directly to your inbox: sbarrett@coibsinc.com  

The scheduled completion date is August 14, 2020. 

Here’s to saying goodbye to those tunnel potholes, 

and increased pedestrian visibility! 

mailto:sbarrett@coibsinc.com


 
Into the woods by ethan tapper 

 

Yellow Birch: A Profile 

 

Yellow birch (Betula alleghaniensis) is a 

striking tree: golden, metallic bark 

shines among the greys and browns of 

other trees. The cousin of our most-

identifiable tree, the white or “paper” 

birch (Betula papyrifera), yellow birch 

has many of the same attributes: bark 

with little horizontal “dashes,” peeling 

horizontally. Unlike white birch, whose 

park peels in broad, flat sheets, the bark 

of yellow birch peels in thin strips and 

lacks most of white birch bark’s useful 

attributes; not much good for writing on, 

making a canoe out of, or starting a fire. 

Yellow birch twigs are identifiable via 

the scratch-and-sniff test: scratch the 

bark and you will detect the chemical 

compound methyl salicylate, “oil of 

wintergreen.” That minty smell is a dead 

giveaway, although the less-common 

black or “sweet” birch (Betula lenta), 

distinguishable from white or yellow 

birch by its steely gray-black bark, also 

carries it.   

 

In the woods, yellow birch is flexible, a  

 

 

 

“generalist.” It grows it at high 

elevations, in swamps, and seemingly 

everywhere in between. It is a fixture 

eastern old forests, capable of living for 

hundreds of years and becoming 

massive. It can be found from 

Newfoundland to Georgia, although it is 

most abundant in the northern part of its 

range. 

 

The seeds of yellow birch are bourne on 

the tree in clusters that look like “cones.” 

Individual seeds are shaped like a bird’s 

foot, about ¼ in length, dropping in 

winter and dispersed by wind over the 

surface of snow. Like other birches and 

aspens/poplars, yellow birches produce 

lots seeds but they don’t put much 

energy into them – unlike the energy-

packed nest egg (the acorn) that oak 

seedlings are equipped with, yellow 

birch seeds have to make do on their 

own, mostly by finding a site that is just 

right to grow.  

 

Yellow birch seeds and seedlings are 

most successful in a couple specific 

circumstances. The first is when they 

land on “disturbed” soils. Their small 

seeds have trouble putting down roots 

through the “duff,” the layer of 

decomposing leaves and wood at the top 

of the soil. They need something to 

scrape this layer back and expose the 

“mineral soil” beneath, which is done as 

trees fall over, when forest fires burn off 

the duff, or when areas are logged, 

particularly in the summertime. 

“Scarification,” the intentional 

disturbance of the duff, is sometimes  
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done intentionally during forest management to encourage the 

regeneration of species like yellow birch, white pine and 

eastern hemlock. 

 

While too much soil disturbance during forest management 

can cause soil compaction, erosion and root damage, some 

light scarification can increase the diversity of the trees in your 

forest.  

 

Another opportunity for yellow birch seeds is when they land 

on rotting wood. As wood decays it provides an moist, 

nutrient-rich seedbed for young trees – what we call a “nurse 

log.” Yellow birch seeds often germinate on a rotting log or stump and grow roots around 

it, down into the soil. The log rots away but the roots remain, creating trees that look like 

they have legs. 

 

Because of their association with rotting wood and disturbed soil, the presence of yellow 

birches of about the same size can indicate a past disturbance (like logging, or a wind or 

ice storm) in your woods. If you can tell how old they are, you can tell about how long 

ago this disturbance occurred.  

 

One special ecosystem function that yellow birch serves is supporting a high density 

arthropods (bugs) compared to Vermont’s other tree species. Arthropods, in addition to 

performing their own crucial ecosystem roles, are also the base of the forest’s foot web, 

feeding insectivores like many of Vermont’s bird species. For this reason, yellow birch is 

a good species to encourage in your forest when managing for bird habitat. 

 

Yellow birch is somewhat, but not very, tolerant of shade, so if you want to manage for 

yellow birch in your forest, create “gaps” or “groups,” (small openings) by cutting a 

patch of trees at least 1/10 acre in size. Leave lots of wood on the forest floor and leave 

branches and treetops “messy”, to help shield 

your young trees from deer browse and provide 

future nurse logs. While some sites are simply too 

wet to harvest in the summer without causing ruts 

and too much soil disturbance, on dry sites don’t 

be afraid to work when soils are dry in the 

summer, and to scuff up the soil.  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. 

He can be reached at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov 

or at (802)-585-9099. 

 
 

 

  

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
Date: Thursday, July 23, 2020 

Although we probably won’t be gathering together as a group due to 

COVID-19, Doris Wheelock plans to continue to deliver the senior 

meal until we can get together!  Questions?   

Contact Doris at 434-3769  

 
Wheeler trust scholarship recipients 2020 

Congratulations to Bolton’s 2020 Wheeler Trust Scholarship 

recipients: Madi Cohen and Lia Chien, recent MMU High 

School graduates, headed off to McGill University and 

American University respectively, Miranda Grover, senior at 

Montana State University, Maxwell Schindler, junior at Siena 

College, and Marie Haviland, junior at the University of Rhode 

Island. Here’s to your continued academic success! 

Photo credit of Lia and Madi at the town sign-Roseann Cohen! 

 

Volunteers - it takes a village to run a town! 
The Town of Bolton is still seeking volunteers to serve as Alternates to Bolton’s Development 

Review Board (DRB), the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) Board, on the Planning 

Commission, the Energy Committee and Conservation Commission, as a second Animal Control 

Officer ($250 Annual Stipend), and as the Green Up Day Coordinator. Please consider stepping 

forward to serve your community, we truly need your help! Contact the Town Office for more 

information, or see the town website: http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/    
 

So long, farewell, auf weidersehen, goodbye 
We are saying farewell to two of our town staff – Kermit Blaisdell, our contracted 

Town Assessor who has served Bolton for over 32 years, and Larry Lewack, our 

Planning and Zoning Administrator, who has been with us for nearly 2 years.  

Kermit leaves us to take a step back and enjoy more free and family time, and 

Larry is moving on to a full-time planning position in another town.  Our thanks to 

them both for their service to our community, they will be missed.  

 

We were very pleased to be able to present Kermit with a lovely Gardiner Lane 

water color painting, donated by the Barbagallo/Silvis family, and although the 

location was not identified, we thought it looked like Preston Pond.  

 

We look forward to welcoming Ted Nelson of VT Appraisal Company as our new 

Town Assessor.  The search/hiring committee for the PZA position is currently 

reviewing applications and scheduling interviews, and hope to hire a new PZA 

very soon.  

 
Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition.  We 

welcome all submissions in any format: stories, news, art, photographs!  For submission or to receive the 

Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email 

boltongazette@gmavt.net  

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Broadband in Bolton:  Help Us Help You 
The Bolton Economic Resource Committee is very appreciative of the 105 people who filled out our first 
survey regarding broadband in Bolton.  We have learned there COULD be financial support to expand high 
speed internet access in Bolton, IF WE MEET THE CRITERIA.  New legislation and Federal funding could 
help our efforts, but we need YOUR help.  There is additional information that is necessary to show the 
urgency for our community to be a recipient of these potential funds, so regardless if you filled out the 
first survey, this one is critical to document our needs.  Things are moving quickly and with your help 
answering a few questions we will have the data we need to show the urgency of broadband in Bolton.  If 
you are working from home, have kids in school, or need telemedicine, we need you to fill out this survey 
by July 10, 2020: 

 Survey:  https://forms.gle/4FjLxAJ9UEAqCSwC7 

The survey link is also on the town web site if you are having access issues - please go to: 

http://www.Boltonvt.com/broadband 

We also know that the more people in a geographic area who sign up for service the better our chances 
are of getting the funding.  Please understand that filling out this survey is NOT signing up for service, 
but merely an indication you are interested.  You will be contacted directly by Waitsfield Telecom if you 
express interest on the last question of the survey. 

We want to send a HUGE SHOUT OUT to Steve Clark and Erin Harrington of ENS Transport Inc. for 
supporting the new HOTSPOT at the U-Haul center in Bolton, which was 
created through a grant to create a FREE HOTSPOT in Bolton.  This free 
service is available in the parking lot.  We understand this is just one step in 
helping Bolton, but we hope you will it check out and let us know what you 
think about it as a new resource, so send your feedback to:  
erc@boltonvt.com 

For more information about this grant please see:   
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/wi-fi-hot-spot-project 

We are working with the several folks at the state as well as Waitsfield Telcom to improve access as 
quickly as possible, but this is a very big and expensive undertaking so your help is super important right 
now.  Please talk with your neighbors, make sure they know about the survey, and that they fill it out by 
July 10, (Please only one survey per household). 

There is a new page on the Bolton Town web site (www.boltonvt.com/broadband) that has general 
information about broadband in Bolton, as well as some tips that might improve your current situation.  
We will update this page regarding our progress in addition to our monthly updates in the Gazette and on 
Front Porch Forum.   

If you have immediate questions, please email us at:   ERC@Boltonvt.com 
The Bolton Economic Resource Committee is dedicating our volunteer efforts for the next several months 
to help our neighbors obtain better internet access.  With your help, we hope to make a positive 
difference.   

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:erc@boltonvt.com
http://www.boltonvt.com/broadband
mailto:ERC@Boltonvt.com
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August 11, 2020 Primary Election 
 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic there are several 

important changes with respect to the upcoming 

August 11, 2020 Primary Election: 

1. The State and the Town are both 

STRONGLY encouraging all voters to 

vote absentee/early ballot to help protect 

the health and safety of our poll workers and voters. 

2. Here are the options for requesting a ballot and information on returning your voted 

ballot: 

• Return the pre-paid postcard (simply TEAR OFF the return portion and either drop it 

in the mail, or the drop box at the Town Office) that has been/will be sent to every 

voter by the VT Secretary of State. You probably have already received your 

postcard, and if you have already requested your ballot, just ignore it! 

• Log into your “My Voter Page,” www.mvp.vermont.gov  and request your ballot 

online.  This requires your driver’s license number or the last 4 digits of your Social 

Security number. 

• Call the Town Office and request that a ballot be mailed to you. 

• Please submit your request as soon as possible to ensure there is enough time for: 

 1. your ballot to be delivered to you, and 2. for you to submit your voted ballot prior 

to the close of the polls on Election Day.  Mail delivery sometimes takes 3 – 5 days! 

• Voted ballot return: Drop your voted ballot in the Town Office drop box or mail it in; 

the postage to return your voted ballot is prepaid by the State.  Again, be sure to leave 

sufficient time for us to receive your ballot by mail! 

3. Our official polling place at Smilie School will be open 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. on Election Day 

with health officials’ guidance measures in place.  This is to accommodate same day 

voter registration, voters dropping off voted absentee ballots, and voters who have not 

voted early. 

 

4. If you come to the polls on Election Day, PLEASE: 

• DO NOT ENTER the building if you are feeling unwell or experiencing ANY 

symptoms. 

• Wear a face covering for everyone’s safety. 

• Respect and maintain the recommended spacing of 6 feet between people. 

• Understand that bathrooms will NOT be available. 

• Make plans for childcare. We are highly discouraging any children from entering the 

building with a voting adult. 

• Observe the one-way traffic pattern. 

• Follow directions for disposing of your pen/pencil – do not leave the pen/pencil you 

have used in the voting booth. 

• Be patient - thank you. 

 

 

 

http://www.mvp.vermont.gov/
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Effect Change in bolton  

The Planning Commission (PC) seeks engaged volunteer 

community members! 

Do you see potential in the town of Bolton? Are you 

interested in helping the town and its community reach 

those potentials? Are you interested in your own 

professional development and growth? 
 
The PC is looking for your help to enhance our Town Plan 

and regulations to meet the needs of its citizens as we change and grow as a community.  This 

position will inspire many and effect real change in Bolton for years to come. Join the PC to 

provide a vital service to the town and its community. This commission offers the right person the 

opportunity to have a real experience, real responsibility with real support and real growth. Help 

us effect change in our community. 
 
Please call or email Kaelyn Modrak, PC Member, for more information or if you are interested: 

kaelynmod@gmail.com or 777-1921. 

 
Agency of Natural rEsources – water shortages 

According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, approximately 571,000 Vermonters or 

91% of the population are living in an area of the state that is experiencing 

abnormally dry conditions. State officials are asking Vermonters to report water 

shortages in their area and start taking steps to conserve water. 

“The effects of drought have become very noticeable in the last 3-4 weeks and 

include low rainfall totals, dry soils, brown lawns, a moderate wildfire danger 

and extremely low streamflow levels,” said State Climatologist Dr. Lesley-Ann 

Dupigny-Giroux, a professor of Geography at the University of Vermont and the co-Chair  of the 

Vermont Drought Task Force. “There was not much of a buffer going into this drought and some 

of the effects that we are seeing now are related to longer term (3-4 months) precipitation 

shortfalls. Very high daily temperatures, even in our mountainous regions, very low relative 

humidities and soils that are bone dry have exacerbated the current conditions. We continue to 

monitor these conditions because some parts of the state have received on the order of 8” of rain 

less than average over the last 4 months. With no relief in sight from tropical moisture, it will take 

more than the rainfall from thunderstorms to help us get out of the current drought." 

The State is asking Vermonters to report low or dry wells using a newly-created a crowd-sourced 

drought map. The map collects data on where water supply shortages are occurring, serving as an 

early warning system. This information helps the State recommend conservation practices that 

can be adopted now to help avoid widespread water outages if the drought continues. The data 

also helps identify areas of concern or areas with repeated outages. This information helps local 

and state officials plan for and develop more sustainable water supply for both private and public 

systems. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:kaelynmod@gmail.com
https://www.drought.gov/drought/states/vermont
https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/droughtreporter/
https://anrmaps.vermont.gov/websites/droughtreporter/
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MMUUSD update  
 

The next MMUUSD community update by Superintendent 

John Alberghini’s expected on July 10th and will focus on 

the District’s re-opening plan and next steps.  You can 

access this community update (and all of the previous ones) 

on the MMUUSD website: 

https://sites.google.com/mmuusd.org/covid-19information/home 

 
ACT 148 - VT’s uniVersaL reCyCLing & ComPosTing 

law  

Did you remember that as of July 1, 2020, ACT 148 requires that 

all food scraps must be kept out or your trash and the landfill?  

The requirement was phased in between 2014 and July 1, 2020, when all food scraps are 

be banned from landfill disposal. For more information about the requirement of Act 148 

and the timeline for compliance, visit the Act 148 page. Here is some helpful 

information from the Chittenden Solid Waste District: 

Backyard options: 

• Composting: You can compost most food scraps in a backyard composting bin or 

pile. Avoid putting meat and dairy scraps in backyard systems, as they do not 

reach high enough temperatures to kill pathogens. 

• Digesting: A food scrap digester (like the Green Cone) can handle any food 

scraps, including meat & dairy. It does not produce usable compost. 

• View more detail: Backyard options for managing food scraps 

Drop-Off Composting 

• Small quantities of any food or food scraps (including meat, bones & dairy), 

beverages, and uncoated paper goods may be dropped off in the food scrap bins 

at CSWD Drop-Off Centers or at Green Mountain Compost. 

• Large quantities (over 30 gallons) should be brought directly to Green Mountain 

Compost. 

Compost pick-up 

• Hire a food scrap hauler to pick up your food scraps and compostable paper 

goods. 

Contact CSWD more complete and cost information: https://cswd.net/ 

https://sites.google.com/mmuusd.org/covid-19information/home
https://cswd.net/about-cswd/universal-recycling-law-act-148/
https://cswd.net/composting/backyard-composting/
https://cswd.net/composting/backyard-bins/
https://cswd.net/composting/backyard-options/
https://cswd.net/chittenden-county-solid-waste-facilities/drop-off-centers/
https://cswd.net/chittenden-county-solid-waste-facilities/green-mountain-compost/
https://cswd.net/composting/compost-pick-up/
https://cswd.net/

