
 

 

Town of Bolton Economic Resource Committee 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020 

Remotely Held via Go to Meeting.com 
 

Draft Minutes 
 

Present: Curtis Hunter, Earnest (Chip) Levesque, Deb Shelby, Sue Sinnamon and 
Allison Smith. Guests: Ed Sinnamon and Joe Grossman 
 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Deb at 5:37 p.m. 
 
2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda: Deb added new volunteer terms and roles 
to the agenda. 
 
3. Public Comment: none 
 
4. Approval of Minutes June 19, 2020:  Curt made a motion, seconded by 
Allison to approve the minutes as written. All were in favor. 
 
5. General Business 
a. Broadband in Bolton 
i. Wi-Fi Hot Spot: Deb explained that right after last month’s meeting she found 
out that there was a grant available for a town Wi-Fi Hot Spot. Since the grant was 
expiring June 30 she had to act quickly to find a place. Most of the options 
previously suggested such as Smilie School and the Town Office were not viable 
options but when Deb asked the U-Haul place they said yes. Wi-Fi was installed 
and now we have a free Wi-Fi Hot Spot for townspeople that need it. There will 
be a sign put up shortly there saying it is a hot spot. We will need to mention it in 
our article in the Bolton Gazette. It has been mentioned in Front Porch Forum but 
should be repeated again. 
ii. Survey Results: Deb has been working with Joe who has taken the survey 
results and put it on a map that clearly shows what parts and how much of our 
town is underserved in internet service as well as provides info on what locations 
need it for the three important criteria of tele-med, school and work. 
iii. Letters to Legislators: Chip and Curt will be prepared with them when the time 
comes to send them. 



 

 

iv. Update from Waitsfield: Deb and Joe met with Waitsfield and because of the 
detailed work from the survey results and Joe’s map Waitsfield decided to try to 
pursue getting 187 more locations in the town for high speed internet. They are 
currently working on the cost so we can present our case to the state to try to get 
some of the grant money. To be viable there needs to be 16 locations within one 
mile radius and the cost is about $30,000 for each square mile.  The next tasks for 
us, which Joe said he can do with his map, is to measure distances and see if we 
have 16 interested households in a mile radius. If we get the grant money, 
Waitsfield will put in the fiber for us. To use the grant money, all work needs to be 
completed in 2020. 
v. Next Steps: Curtis will write an article for the Bolton Gazette to include 
informing people in the town about the Wi-Fi Hot Spot at the U-Haul rental area. 
Deb will send him “bullet points” for the other information to be included 
regarding the status of working to get better broadband for the underserved in 
Bolton. 
vi. Committee Terms of Service: Allison and Sue’s two year term is up. They both 
agreed to sign up for an additional two years. Deb agreed to continue as 
chairperson, Chip agreed to continue as vice-chairperson and Sue agreed to 
continue as secretary. Deb moved to accept these nominations, it was seconded 
by Curt and all were in favor. 
b. Gazette Article for August: Curtis will write as per above. 
 
6. Communications: None 
 
7. Agenda for Next Meeting: Review the Status of Broadband. The next meeting 
will be held outside with everyone bringing own chairs and beverage and socially 
distancing with masks at 428 Bolton Valley Access Road. 
 
9. Adjournment: Curt made a motion, seconded by Sue to adjourn the meeting at 
6:45. All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by:  
 
Sue Sinnamon_________________________________________Date______ 
 
 
Chairperson___________________________________________Date______ 


