
 

 

Town of Bolton Economic Resource Committee 
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 

Remotely Held via Go to Meeting.com 
 

Draft Minutes 
 

Present: Curtis Hunter, Earnest (Chip) Levesque, Deb Shelby, Sue Sinnamon and 
Allison Smith. Guests: Ed Sinnamon 
 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Deb at 5:40 p.m. 
 

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda: none 
 

3. Public Comment: none 
 

4. Approval of Minutes May, 20, 2020:  Curt made a motion, seconded by 
Allison to approve the minutes as written. All were in favor. 
 

5. General Business: 
a. Review of survey for Broadband and discuss next steps: Deb reported 

there were 105 responses to the survey which she felt was an awesome 
number.  She is still working on all the numbers but following is a 
summary of some of the information:   1. Do you have access to the 
internet? 95 people have access and 5 have no access. 2.  Do you have 
enough bandwidth to meet your household needs?  27 people said yes 
and 71 no. 3. If you do not have access to the internet, why not? – circle 
all that apply:  4 it is not available, 5 expensive, 2 not a priority and 7 
other.   Some said the ATT cell does not have enough bandwidth. 5. 
Select all that apply for use of the internet:  84% for work video 
conferencing, 78% for work access to systems and data, 56% for school 
Zoom, 47% for school lessons, 90% for shopping, 97% for entertainment, 
and 30% used it for other. 6. What area of town do you live in? 54% in 
Bolton Valley Area, 5% on Duxbury Road, 22% in West Bolton and 19% 
on Route 2. 7. Would you be willing to work with the ERC to investigate 
options for expanding broadband internet access? 53% of the 
respondents indicated they would. 



 

 

b. Deb said she had learned a lot in the last month about Broadband and 
wanted to share it with the committee so we could make a plan moving 
forward. Following is what she shared: 
 
 In general there are 5 options for accessing the internet: 
1. Wireless – this is cell service (you must be near a tower to get good 
reception) 
2. Satellite – this would be a company like Hughes Net or Xfinity and 
requires a dish 
3. Cable – example company, Comcast, often bundled with cable TV 
4. DSL – this is generally through a phone company and uses copper 
wiring.  How far you are from the box affects your speed. 
5. Fiber – this is the fastest wired connection and in Bolton comes from 
Waitsfield Telecom. The speed on it can be turned up or down 
depending on how much you want to pay for it. 
 
Deb stated that we should have asked the question on our survey if the 
internet was used for medical support. It is part of the three most 
important uses, the other two being kids using it for schoolwork and 
people using it for their jobs. If a majority of people don’t have good 
internet but need it for the above three reasons, it gives us more of a 
case. 
 
Other info regarding Bolton that Deb found was that there were 620 
locations supported. 433 can get at least 20/10 megabits per second 
download/upload (this is considered High Speed) ; 41 – 18/1 Mbps; 115 
– 12/1 Mbps; and 31 – 5/1Mbps.  There is fiber on Notch Road (but not 
the whole road) and at the top of the mountain where the Internet is 
faster.  Duxbury Road, Stage Road, some of Notch Road, the lower 
portion of Bolton Valley Access road, and most of Route 2 are where the 
speeds do not meet the standards for high speed. 
 
Deb has created two documents from the responses from question #7 
on the survey, one the people not interested and the other with 
interested people who gave their phone # or email. To pursue this 
further we need to find out their actual address. 



 

 

It was discussed that except for Bolton Valley, there are no hot spots in 
Bolton for free internet. The committee thought perhaps one could be 
created in someplace like the school parking lot, fire house or U-Haul 
space. Before we pursue this, it was decided we needed to find out if 
anyone would use it.  
 
In light of our discussions on broadband and to continue to move 
forward to reach our goal of better internet service for Bolton residents, 
following are tasks that were assigned to committee members. 
 
Deb will finish summarizing the survey information. 
 
 Allison will email the people who gave us their contact information and 
ask them if they are willing to share their physical address and if they 
have tele medicine.  
 
Curtis and Chip will work together on an article for the Bolton Gazette, 
due by Friday, June 26, detailing what the ERC has learned and what it is 
working on regarding Broadband. 
 
Curtis and Chip will compose a letter to Waitsfield Telecom telling them 
what we are doing.  
 
Curtis and Chip will also compose a letter to legislators encouraging 
them to put Bolton as a priority in improving their internet service. Deb 
stated that she found in her research that Chittenden County has good 
service except for Bolton. 
 
Curtis and Chip will create a post for Front Porch Forum. 
 
Deb will create a page to post on the Bolton website that includes tips 
and tricks for better internet service. 
  
Allison will use mail chimp to contact people to see if there is a need for 
a hot spot. 
 



 

 

c. Looking at how Bolton/Vermont is dealing with COVID-19 and the 
impact this has on our local businesses: Some of the observations from 
the committee were that people were social distancing and using masks 
when around others, the Tavern at Bolton Valley was operating with 
outside seating, the hotel is using this time to renovate and the gravel 
pit is doing business remotely via cellphone. 

 
d. Discuss the Vermont Department of Housing and Community 

Development Restart Vermont Newsletter: No one had any comment 
at this time. 

 
e. Fall Gatherings – should we proceed: Allison has tried to reach out to 

Bolton Valley to see if they would be an option for a gathering place 
should be decide to proceed with this but has not heard back. It was 
decided to table discussion on this until the Fall. 

 
f. Other items: Curtis stated that he still feels that we should take 

advantage of the Car Show being right down the road from Bolton. Ed 
made the point that the Car Show was cancelled for this year. 

 
Curtis also thought that it would be a good thing to find a place to put a 
pole barn up and have a monthly event in Bolton where people can sell 
things and townspeople can socialize. 
 

6. Communications: None 
 

7. Agenda for next meeting:  Same with the deletion of c and d. 
 

8. Adjournment: Sue made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:11, it was 
seconded by Deb and all were in favor. 

 
Respectfully Submitted by Sue Sinnamon 
 
______________________________________________________Date:_______ 
 
Chair 
_____________________________________________________Date:_________ 


