
Town of Bolton Economic Resource Committee 
Wednesday, May 20, 2020 

Remotely Held via Go to Meeting.com 
 

Draft Minutes 
 

Present: Deb Shelby, Allison Smith, and Sue Sinnamon. Absent: Curtis Hunter and 
Chip Levesque. Guests: Jack Lazarowski, Kat Lisaius and Ed Sinnamon 
 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 5:45 p.m. 
 

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda:  Sue made a motion seconded by Allison to 
add Internet access in Bolton to the agenda. All were in favor. 
 

3. Public Comment: Guests introduced themselves. Kat works for Senator 
Sanders in education and had found out about our committee at the Bolton 
Community Fair last Fall and was interested in finding out more about the 
ERC as a way to become involved in the town. She has lived in Vermont all 
her life but moved to Bolton last April. Jack has lived in Vermont for 60 
years and Bolton for five. His education was in design and education and 
has worked, as he feels most Vermonters do, lacing together a little of this 
and a little of that. He felt his experience might be a good resource for the 
committee. 
 

4. Approval of Minutes February 10, 2020: Allison made a motion seconded 
by Deb to approve the minutes as written. All were in favor. 
 

5. General Business: 
a. Brainstorming what we want to accomplish in 2020: The first discussion 

was a follow-up to discussion at the last meeting. The committee had 
decided at the last meeting not to do a community fair this year. It is a 
huge undertaking for such a small committee and everyone felt they 
needed a break. Allison said that she had found from talking with 
vendors at the Bolton Community Fair that what they liked most about 
the fair was the networking opportunities they had with other 
businesses. In lieu of the fair, the committee had considered the idea of 
small social gatherings for businesses in Bolton to give them the 



networking opportunity. As a follow up to this discussion it was decided 
at today’s meeting to have Deb connect with Bolton Golf Course and 
Allison to connect with Bolton Valley Resort to see if they would be 
willing to let us use their facilities to host such an event as soon as it was 
feasible under COVID-19 guidelines.  
     Deb mentioned as another thing she would like to pursue was in the 
area of transportation. She felt it would be great to have a train stop in 
Bolton. Another mode of transportation the committee felt was 
important was a bus stop. 
     There was also much discussion about internet access in Bolton which 
is further outlined in d. 

b. Looking at how Bolton/Vermont is dealing with COVID-19 and the 
impact this has on our local businesses: It has changed things for 
everyone. A point was made by Sue that we have no idea of the far-
reaching effects this is going to have on ways we haven’t been able to 
consider in regards to our economy. It was also pointed out during 
discussion that Bolton is 90 % small businesses and those are the ones 
that have taken/will take the hardest hit and may have trouble staying 
in business. 

c.  Discuss the Vermont Department of Housing and Community 
Development Restart Vermont Newsletter: It is a great resource. 

d. Internet access in Bolton: There was much discussion on this topic. The 
participants themselves found they all had varied strength of internet 
service in the different locations they live in. It was felt by the 
committee that they should focus on this issue and see if there was a 
way they could help the town get better service. In light of COVID-19 it 
has become even more important that everyone have access so that 
people can work at home and the town’s children can receive their 
education at home when in-classroom learning is not possible. The 
committee felt the first step was to survey the townspeople. Some of 
the possible questions the group thought up were if people had access 
at all, if so was their issue speed or cost or both and how much were 
they willing to spend to get good service. Deb and Jack will work 
together to come up with finalized survey questions the committee will 
review on a Google shared doc and then will be put in the Bolton 
Gazette. Allison sent the following links so the participants could 
research more about internet access on their own: 



 
Department of Public Service Board - Information and links on 
improving access to Broadband 
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/connectivity 
 
 
Cost and Access to Broadband Map 
https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2020/WorkGroups/Senate%20Fina
nce/Covid-
19%20Response/Broadband/W~Clay%20Purvis~Projected%20Broadband%20De
ployment%20%20Costs~4-28-2020.pdf 
 
 
Street by street map of Broadband Access 
https://publicservice.vermont.gov/sites/dps/files/images/BroadbandAvailabilit
y25_3_2019_02212020.pdf 

 
Deb asked Jack to research what is going on in Vermont and he agreed to 
see what he could find.  Deb then indicated she would also talk to Tom and 
Theresa at the state level to see what information they had. 

6. Communications: none 
7. Agenda for next meeting: Follow up on networking mixers and follow up 

on internet access. 
8. Adjournment: Deb made a motion seconded by Allison to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:15. All were in favor. 
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