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Town Meeting  
Monday, March 2, 2020 

Mark your calendar for Town Meeting, Monday 

evening, March 2, 2020! While we hope that the 

folks currently holding an elected office will 

choose to run again, that is never a given.  The 

following elected positions will be open for 

election/re-election: 

Select Board – 3-year term (John Choate is not running) 

Select Board – 2-year term 

Town Clerk – 3-year term 

Town Treasurer – 3-year term 

Town Constable – 1-year term (currently vacant) 

Town Moderator – 1-year term 

Town Agent – 1-year term 

Grand Juror – 1-year term 

Cemetery Commissioners – 3-year term, 2 years 

remaining on a 3-year term, 1 year remaining on a 

3-year term  

DEADLINES:  if you would like to run for an 

elected position, you must file a petition with the 

Town Clerk signed by at least 1% of the voters 

(12) by January 27, 2020.  The Town Office can 

assist with petitions, just contact us! 

 

January 16, 2020 is the last day to file a petition 

with the Town Clerk signed by at least 5% of the 

voters (55) for articles to be included in the Town 

Meeting warning. There are VERY specific 

requirements for this petition – please contact the 

Town Office for information. 
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A wet end of 2019! 
A hot water tank failure of some type (still 

undetermined at press time) caused significant 

flooding throughout the Town Office sometime 

after 3 p.m. on Saturday, 12/28 and 8 a.m., on 

Monday 12/30/19.  Consequently, the office has 

been closed as drying efforts are underway, 

thanks to the great team from ServePro. We 

appreciated the offers of help, and are grateful 

that the although the vault also had standing 

water, the Land Records came through 

unscathed.  We will evaluate and adjust our 

procedures, backups, and operations as a result 

of this event, and consider it a difficult learning 

experience that “could have been much worse.” 

 
 

 

 

 



                                                                                  

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Phoebe gives her new 2020 dog tag 

the sniff test! 

          Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

I am so excited; I have my new 2020 dog tag! I know 

having a tag helps to keep me safe - humans know 

that I have been vaccinated against rabies (a terrible, 

contagious disease!), and if I get lost, someone that 

finds me can help me get home again.  Be sure to help 

your four-legged family members be safe too, and get 

their 2020 dog license and tag by April 1st! Now on to 

my question!   I gave my new dog tag a “sniff test” 

because we all know that us dogs love to use our 

noses to learn about things (some people say that we 

can smell 10,000 times better than our humans!) but 

there is something else really cool about our noses 

that my humans didn’t know!  Do you know what 

that is? Find out in next month’s issue!  WOOF! 

Woof!!  

Did you find out anything about “Allen’s Rock,” or 

do you already know something about it? Turn to the 

bottom of page 9 to find out my answer! 

A crate full of thanks! 
Many thanks to Anne Clegg and Leslie Pelch for 

all of their time, energy and hard work to continue 

the Holiday Crates of Cheer tradition in Bolton. 

Our sincere thanks to all of the generous donors, 

volunteers, and Smilie students and staff for 

helping to make the 2019 Crates of Cheers such a 

success again this year.   

 
important town Meeting & 

presidential primary Information 
Reminder: Bolton votes the town budget FROM 

THE FLOOR – if you want to give input and/or 

vote on the FY 20-21 budget make sure you attend 

Town Meeting Monday night March 2nd, starting at 

7 p.m.  Come at 5:45 p.m. to enjoy the community 

potluck dinner and chatting with your friends and 

neighbors.  Australian ballot voting takes place on 

Tuesday, March 3rd from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. at Smilie 

School. 

 

March 3rd is also the PRESIDENTIAL 

PRIMARY election.  There will be two ballots 

for the Presidential Primary: Democratic and 

Republican. When voting at Smilie School or 

when requesting an absentee ballot, voters 

MUST declare which ballot they want, and 

will receive only ONE ballot.  This is a 

different process (due to a different law) from 

the statewide Primary in August, where each 

voter is given all three ballots and then chooses 

which one to vote on in private.  The law states 

that for the Presidential Primary, voters must 

choose one ballot, and election officials must 

record their choice on the checklist, which is 

public information. See 17 VSA 2704. 

Can you assist with counting ballots on 

Tuesday, March 3rd from 7 – 9 p.m.? Please 

let us know at the Town Office. Thank you!! 

 
CLerk’s Corner ConTinued Page 7 
January 2020  page 2 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/17/057/02704
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smilie school news 
 

Happy New Year! December 2019 was a very fun and active month for us.  

Crates of Cheer Challenge 

Smilie helped our community by having a Food Drive in December to support our community’s 2019 

Holiday Crates of Cheer. Colorful boxes were created by our Kindergarten students and set up in our 

double door entryway so that parents could fill the boxes with non-perishable foods.  Ray Streeter made 

lovely wooden crates for this great initiative. We challenged all of our classrooms to have a goal of 

contributing 300 items for the drive. We ended up receiving well over 350 non-perishable food items! 

Our great team of community members and students gathered to fill and organize the crates on December 

13th, which were delivered by community members on Saturday, December 14th.    

         
    
Take What You Need 

During our Smilie Family Time, students created a board called, “Take What You Need.” Working 

in partners, students created sticky notes with a wide variety of uplifting and positive messages. 

They loved sharing their messages with one another. Students take the messages off the wall 

whenever they need a positive message. 

                         
 

                                          
                                                              Smilie school news continued next page  
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Mindful Circles and Restorative Practices                                 

All the elementary schools in our district are engaged in professional development around 

the use of mindful circles and restorative practices. Recently we attended a training in 

Randolph and created pathway blocks indicating barriers and benefits to implementing 

mindful circles and restorative practices. As a staff, we will be exploring the use of these 

important practices. 

 
VR Professional Development 

Our staff also participated in a professional development training learning how to use 

Virtual Reality (VR) goggles. These goggles allow one to have a 360-degree view of 

different countries, sports and other activities. Teachers brainstormed how the goggles 

could be used in future project-based learning initiatives.  Later in the day, students also 

had an opportunity to check out the goggles.  

 

           
Reading, Writing and Math 

We continue to work daily on reading, writing, math, science and theme activities. 

Our students are avid readers and their ability to persist and stay with a book is 

improving every day. 

 

Please stop by for a visit in the new year. I’d love to talk with you and tell you all about 

our great school! 

Sincerely, Barbara Tomasi-Gay, Principal, Smilie Memorial School 

 



 january 2020                                                                                                 page 5 
Into the woods – by ethan tapper 

 
The Hinesburg Town Forest: 

Inclusion, Demonstration and Diversity 
 

The 864-acre Hinesburg Town Forest (HTF) 
is many things. It is a historically important 
property, one of Vermont’s early Town 
Forests, listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places. It is also a site for 
demonstration and education, with a history 

of high-quality forest management. At the same time, it is widely known for its 
recreational offerings; a multi-use trial network maintained by Fellowship of the 
Wheel (a chapter of the Vermont Mountain Bike Association). Since becoming the 
Chittenden County Forester in 2016, it’s been my honor to work with this iconic and 
historic property. My most exciting task has been continuing the tradition of 
demonstrating what responsible, modern forest management looks like, and finding 
ways to engage the public in it.   
 
To many laypeople, “logging” conjures up images of clearcuts, mudslides and 
environmental devastation. The reality is that modern forest management can be 
very different from those horror stories of the past. It can be “regenerative,” 
supporting the growth of a healthy, diverse, resilient forest providing a range of 
benefits, from wildlife habitat to carbon sequestration and storage. The goal for the 
Hinesburg Town Forest is two-fold; to help encourage a healthier, more resilient, 
more diverse forest, while showcasing modern, responsible forest management in 
an open, transparent and inclusive way.  
 
The amazing thing about good forestry is that it creates 
more resilient forests while simultaneously producing a 
local, renewable resource. We’re proud of the wood 
we’ve harvested and local economic benefits we’ve 
created in the process; we hired a logger from 
Hinesburg, who processes and sells firewood locally, and 
spruce and pine logs from the job stay in Chittenden 
County, many of them ending up at Clifford Lumber in 
Hinesburg. The modest revenue from the harvest funds 
trail restoration at the HTF and invasive species control at the LaPlatte Headwaters 
Town Forest, Hinesburg’s other Town Forest, among other things. Demonstrating 
how wood produced from well-managed logging benefits our communities and our 
world is an extremely important co-benefit of this project. 
  
 
                                                                                   Continued next page    
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We hope that by providing ample opportunities for the public to engage with forest 
management at the HTF, we can start to build a culture of improved understanding 
of what constitutes responsible, modern forest management. To that end, over the 
last year we’ve hosted 10 free, public events attended by over 200 people. We’ve 
had numerous public events before, during and after the harvest, including many 
forest management walks led be me, a walk with wildlife biologists, a presentation 
at the Hinesburg Library and a “Hinesburg Town Forest History Night” at the 
Hinesburg Town Hall. In addition, we’ve hosted numerous UVM Forestry classes and 
foresters from the New England Society of American Foresters annual conference. 
We have partnered with Vermont Woodlands Association, Vermont Coverts, 
Audubon Vermont, Vermont Fish and Wildlife, the Vermont Land Trust and others 
to connect interested Vermonters to this kind of educational opportunity.  
 

As we move into the project’s second winter, we 
hope to engage many more – and we want you to 
get involved! There will be numerous educational 
walks and opportunities throughout the next 
year, all of which will be free and open to all. If 
you are interested in, or skeptical about, what 
modern forest management looks like, please 
take advantage of these opportunities! Also, if you 
have creative ideas for educational opportunities 

around forest management at the HTF, please let me know. Our goal is to reach as 
many people as possible. We hope that our work can create a healthier Hinesburg 
Town Forest, while contributing to better forest management everywhere.   
 
The next public educational opportunities at the HTF are as follows: 

- Tuesday, 1/7/20, 7:00 – 8:30 PM, Carpenter-Carse Library, Hinesburg. Join 
Audubon Vermont, Woods, Wildlife and Warblers and myself to discuss 
forest bird conservation, timber harvesting at the HTF and how they align. 

- Saturday, 1/11/20, 1:00 – 3:00 PM End of Economou Road, Huntington. Join 
me for a walk of the forest management area at 
the HTF that I’m calling “Understanding Timber 
Harvesting.”  

If you’d like to know more about these events, please 
send me an email or give me a call. If you’d like to be 
notified of future forestry-related events, please send 
me an email and I’ll put you on my email list.  Ethan 
Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be 
reached at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov or 802-585-9099 
 
 
 

 
Photo credits - Hinesburg Town Forest: Ethan Andrea 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club  
Senior Dinner  

After the hectic holidays come relax and enjoy a 

wonderful dinner…it’s time for the delicious annual 

Prime Rib dinner! 

When: Thursday, January 23, 2020 

Where: To be announced – either Smilie School or the Fire Station 

Time: 5:00 PM 

Menu: Prime Rib (or Turkey for non-beef eaters), smashed potatoes, almond green beans, 

tossed salad, dinner rolls, and dessert. 

 

Your RSVP is REQUIRED (so that ample Prime Rib can be purchased!), so please 

contact Doris for your reservation at 434-3769! Donations appreciated.  

 

get your 2020 Dog license and a chance  
to win a free 2021 dog license 

The 2020 blue shield dog tags (voted by the Smilie School students!) 

are in and we are ready to license your dog by April 1st per VT law.   

All dogs registered by April 1st will be entered into the drawing to win 

a free 2021 dog license, with the winner announced in April 2020! A 

current rabies certificate is required for a license, and the 2020 fees are 

as follows: 

Prior to April 1st: neutered $9, un-neutered $13 

After April 1st: neutered $11, un-neutered $17 

We are happy to issue licenses by mail.  Please contact the town office if you need more 

information.  You can access the license form (under Animal Control on the Forms and 

Documents page) from the town website: http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/                     

 

Property taxes  

The third installment of property taxes is due on TUESDAY, 

February 18th.  This date change from the 15th is due to the 15th 

falling on a Friday when the office is regularly closed, followed by 

the weekend, and then by President’s Day on Monday February 

17th which is a USPS observed holiday. 

 

Bolton gazette information 
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition.  Your submissions 

of any type and in any format are more than welcome!!! To OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette 

electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email 

boltongazette@gmavt.net  

http://boltonvt.com/animal-control/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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New driveway culvert policy 
 

The Select Board adopted a new Driveway Culvert Policy in October to fully address 

standards and maintenance of driveway culverts placed within the Town right of way.  

The full policy is as follows: 

 

 

  
                                                                               Continued next page    
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Allen rock 

Gardiner Lane’s A History of Bolton notes that “the famous Allen Boys (Ira and Ethan, two of 

the original Green Mountain Boys) made their appearance in Bolton on several occasions, 

chasing out surveyors from New York.” There are also records that indicate that Ira Allen and his 

“cohort,” Isaac Hitchcock, were interested in controlling land in Bolton for speculation, but were 

unsuccessful in their efforts. 

But on to “Allen Rock!”  A History of Bolton notes that “Allen Rock at Bolton Falls (on the 

Winooski River, in a section called ‘the Narrows’) was named for Ethan Allen following one of 

his visits.” However, another historical record notes that Allen Rock is named after Ira Allen as 

according to legend, Allen “distinguished himself from his traveling companions one day by 

standing at the edge of the cliff and staring straight down into the narrows below without any sign 

of fear or hesitation.”   

Hmmm…Ira or Ethan? What do you think? 

 Phoebe likes the Ira Allen story best!   

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=ethan+allen+image&id=11775631F887B25E606C6A7EF0A94BAE89C92209&FORM=IQFRBA

