
 

1 

 

 

Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Meeting Minutes 

October 7, 2019 

 

Board members present: Tony Barbagallo, Mica Cassara, Wendy Hoffman  

Board members absent: John Choate, Janet Metz 

Also present: Deb Shelby (PC), Henry Corse (EC), Amanda Rooney-Wheelock, John Westie 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara, with a 

quorum of 3 members present.  

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

• Additions:  

1. Approval of the Town of Bolton Sarah Holbrook Parcel Management Plan 

Memorandum of Agreement with University of Vermont capstone course NR 206, 

Environmental Problem Solving.   

➢ Discussion of the process and plan; an exercise for a capstone project, not a 

town plan, nor a town recommended plan for implementation.  

➢ Tony Barbagallo noted he would rather see the energy of this process put into 

a management plan for Wheeler Field; a vision.  John Westie noted he would 

be happy to work on this process with respect to Wheeler Field and will 

connect with the Conservation Commission to inquire of subsequent student 

capstone opportunities.  

➢ Mica Cassara made the motion “to approve signing the Sarah Holbrook 

Parcel Management Plan Memorandum of Agreement between the Town of 

Bolton and the University of Vermont capstone course NR 206, Environmental 

Problem Solving, as presented.”   Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no 

further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (3-0).  

2. Request to appoint Rob Mullen to a three-year term on the Conservation 

Commission. Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to appoint Rob Mullen to a 

three-year term on the Conservation Commission, ending in 2022.”    Tony 

Barbagallo seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the 

motion passed (3-0). 

3. ACO payment FY 19-20.  Tabled until the next meeting due to time constraints.  

• Deletions: none. 

3. Public Comment: none. 

4. Recurring Business:   

• Minutes September 16, 2019.  Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to approve the 

minutes of September 16, 2019 as presented.”    Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There 

was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (3-0). 

• Warrants: signed. 

• Financial Reports: expenditure, revenue, and legal services Q1 dispersed. Brief 

discussion- overall budget expenditure at 18.73% for Q1. 
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5. Communications: 

• Thank you notes for FY 19-20 funding received from Our Community Cares Camp 

and COTS. 

• National Prescription Opiate Litigation – Exclusion Option: Consensus to not proceed 

with an exclusion option. 

• Clark’s Truck Delivery Timeframe: Clark’s noted delivery was not expected until 

January 2020.  Community Bank loan quotes are valid for 60 days; too early to 

request a loan quote from CB or a lease quote from KS State Bank. Tony Barbagallo 

to follow up with Clark’s, Amy Grover to provide bid timeline information. 

6.  Appointments: 

1. 6:15 p.m. Deb Shelby – PC Updates: 

➢ Review and discussion of proposed zoning district changes with respect to ACT 

171 (Wildlife Crossing/Corridor – Bolton is a critical component in the state) 

noting: previously conserved areas, new state acquisitions, existing animal 

crossings (“red arrows” from a SOV study), properties in current use. The Bolton 

Valley Resort area will be addressed through the municipal grant process, and the 

PC will be addressing the area at the bottom of the Bolton Valley Access Road 

(possible shift from Rural I to Village per DRB recommendation). Property 

owners will be notified by the PC regarding proposed changed to their zoning 

districts. Tony Barbagallo requested that maps be provided that show the location 

of zoning districts changes. 

➢ Timeline: The PC will be finalizing ACT 171, “housekeeping” items, and the new 

Energy Plan in October, with PC hearings to take place in January 2020. 

Documents will be sent on to the BSB in November to allow for ample review 

time. 

➢ Group discussion on the zoning regulation process as a whole.  Noted by the PC 

that the process is broken and unreasonable for small towns to meet with respect 

to funding and resources. PC recommendations are for CCRPC to offer various 

“options” during updates of required changes that fit the town’s model (vs.  town 

board volunteers putting in enormous effort of completing work and then being 

told that the work does not meet requirements that were unknown to the 

volunteers), that the SOV support state requirements with funding, and that the 

CCRPC meet annually with the PC to review upcoming changes and requirements 

and draft an annual plan. Overarching in multiple areas – lack of funding and 

resources that negatively impact small towns across the state in meeting state 

mandated requirements. Encouraged the BSB to contact Bolton’s representatives 

to continue to voice this. 

➢ The BSB is encouraged to host a table at the Community & Energy Fair on 

November 2nd, Lieutenant Governor Zuckerman will be attending.  

2. 6:30 p.m. Henry Corse EC Draft Solar RFI: 

➢ Noted: grammatical errors and dates were updated in most recent version. Tony 

Barbagallo made the motion “to authorize the release of the Draft Solar RFI as 

presented by the Energy Committee.”    Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no 

further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (3-0). 

3. Amanda Rooney-Wheelock – Zoning Process Feedback -Amanda Rooney-Wheelock 

noted: 

➢ A brief history of the plan to replace their home on Joiner Brook Lane, located in 

the Winooski River floodzone, which necessitated DRB review. 
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➢ A suggestion of a separate process when it is evident that DRB review will be 

required to avoid having to go through two separate processes (zoning permit 

application first denied by the PZA, followed by an application to the DRB). Brief 

group discussion on how to better integrate the process. 

➢ Concerns: Application timeline issues; notified at 2:30 p.m. the day before their 

scheduled  hearing date that additional information was required, lack of 

communication, and lack of timely communication with Rebecca Pfeiffer SOV 

Manager, River Corridor and Floodplain Protection Program / NFIP 

Coordinator, causing a ripple effect of delays resulting in increased costs.  

➢ Larry Lewack provided information on the application process and timeline via a 

written memo shared with the BSB and Amanda Rooney-Wheelock. 

BSB members noted: 

➢ They were sympathetic and heard the concerns/suggestions; to better integrate the 

zoning process, for the town to be more responsive and flexible, while noting that 

floodplain review has the potential to be an extensive process, and rightly so, and 

that a one month+ timeline did not seem to be particularly onerous.  Mica Cassara 

to follow up with PZA Larry Lewack on expediting the Rooney-Wheelock DRB 

decision. 

7. Business & Action Items: 

• Audit  

➢ RFP Approval: FY 19-20 audit, with potential for two additional years. The group 

reviewed and discussed the draft audit RFP, noting that a single audit would be 

required in FY 19-20 (CDBG), and determined that including a town depreciation 

schedule as part of the audit will not be included in the RFP, as this not required 

for a modified cash basis, and would serve no purpose nor provide any value to 

the town, as confirmed by the BSB and the audit firm of Sullivan, Powers and Co., 

P.C. The audit RFP was approved as presented.  Amy Grover to follow up on 

posting/disseminating RFP to audit firms.  

➢ FY 18-19 Audit Preliminary: Noted - the audit firm was here for 2 days, 100% of 

the documentation requested was provided,  a review process for postings in the 

General Ledger, which will result in a significant deficiency for FY 18-19, has 

already been addressed/instituted.   

• Transfer of Funds from Reserves to the General Fund: Tony Barbagallo made the 

motion “to approve the transfer of $2,545.46 from the Road Cut Deposit Reserves to 

the General Fund, for deposits and interest which are not being returned due to lack 

of timely and complete repairs, and the transfer of $1,109.74 from the Select Board 

Hardship Fund Reserves to the General Fund.”    Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There 

was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (3-0). 

• Glebe Lands: In 2017 the Legislature passed 24 V.S.A. §2409; the Select Board must 

decide on how to proceed regarding ownership of Glebe lands within the town by 

January 1, 2020.  Table as a future agenda item to allow time for review.  

• CDBG – Review/Approval of Draft Agreements: 

➢ Janet Metz and Tony Barbagallo met with BVR LLC regarding the draft sub grant 

agreement, loan agreement, and collateral agreement. Lack of consensus results in 

a holding pattern. Tony Barbagallo to follow up with the state and BVR LLC 

regarding additional collateral concepts.  Noted: Wendy Hoffman’s previous Fair 

Housing certification does not count toward that grant requirement.   
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• Highway Department: 

➢ Culvert Policy: Members reviewed the final draft provided by Mica Cassara. Tony 

Barbagallo made the motion “to approve the Culvert Policy as amended.”   

Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed (3-0). 

➢ Grant in Aid: Noted, the town is required to have site visit with Chris Dubin, 

CCRPC to confirm and document eligibility.  Mica Cassara to follow up on 

scheduling. 

➢ Thacher Road Cut: It was noted that there have been multiple complaints 

regarding the lack of repair work made by Bolton Valley Community Water and 

Sewer for a road cut made on Thacher road, permitted on September 3rd with the 

cut date September 5th.  The permit explicitly outlines the criteria for return of the 

deposit, which have not been met. Consensus for the town to send a letter 

allowing for two weeks to make the necessary repairs, and if not made by that 

time, the town will make the repairs and bill Bolton Valley Community Water and 

Sewer accordingly. 

➢ Mill Brook Road Drainage: no response from the property owner. Uncertain if 

addressing those issues would be part of FEMA repairs. Mica Cassara to follow 

up with property owner. 

➢ Nashville Road Complaint: Mica Cassara to follow up with Eric Andrews on 

issues and location; if in the town right of way. 

➢ Small Equipment Purchase FY 19-20: (mower & hydroseeder).  Consensus to not 

purchase a hydroseeder given the limited amount of use; not financially prudent.  

The BSB will revisit the mower purchase/continue contracting for lawn mowing 

services in February 2020. 

➢ Duxbury Road Fog Lines: Eric Andrews stated that the edges of the pavement 

from Cochran Road to 647 Duxbury Road were “not great,” but if the town is 

considering the addition of fog lines, the whole road should be painted. Amy 

Grover to get updated cost estimates from Scott’s Line Striping.   

➢ Honey Hollow Complaint: Both Eric Andrews and Mica Cassara met with he 

concerned property owner; discussion of road requirements and that town 

equipment is not pushing boulders off of the rock walls, with resolution of adding 

additional gravel in areas. 

➢ Honey Hollow Resolution: Brief discussion of the October 2012 Resolution and 

that legal review of the resolution and accompanying minutes revealed no legal 

concerns.  

➢ Employee Evaluation (Executive Session): Mica Cassara made the motion “to 

enter executive session under 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a) (3).”  Wendy Hoffman seconded.  

There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (3-0) at 

8:35 p.m. Tony Barbagallo made the motion “to exit executive session.”  Janet Metz 

seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed 

(3-0) at 8:30 p.m. No decisions were made.  

8. Adjournment:  Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”   Mica 

Cassara seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed (3-0) at 9:25 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      
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Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Select Board on: 

 

 October 21, 2019 

____________________________________            

Mica Cassara, Chair, for the Board 


