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The 4th Annual Bolton Community Fair AND Bolton Energy Fair 

Saturday November 2, Noon-4pm at Smilie School 
There is so much happening this year at the Bolton Community Fair.  We have neighbors 

bringing their goods and yummy treats for purchase, free craft making opportunities for the 

kiddos, and you won’t want to miss your chance at winning the awesome raffle prizes or our 

silent auction items.  But wait, there is so much more this year!  The Bolton Economic 

Resource Committee is partnering with the Bolton Energy Committee to host the first Bolton 

Energy Fair in conjunction with the Community Fair. 

 

WHAT IS AN ENERGY FAIR? 

Great question!  There is so much we can do to help 

combat climate change, and THAT is what you can 

learn about at the first Bolton Energy Fair.  Can 

electric cars help?  Why is it important to make sure 

your house is insulated and weatherized?  Do heat 

pumps really work in Vermont?  Come check out the 

electric car, displays, and vendors who can help you 

make a difference with no and low-cost solutions AND 

you can learn about many rebates that are making 

energy efficiency more affordable.  We have lots to share with you, so you don’t want to 

miss out!   

 

It’s a great way to spend time with your family, 

neighbors, and new friends.  Food, beverages, games, 

shopping, art making and lots of other fun activities, so 

mark your calendar now! To wrap up the day, the 

Bolton Harvest Dinner will follow the Fairs.  The food 

for this event, from what we hear, is going to be 

yumalicious!  More details as the date gets closer. 

 

We have limited vendor space this year so be sure to 

sign up early so you don’t miss out.  If you would like 

a free vendor table, or would like to help, please 

contact us at ERC@boltonvt.com 
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Phoebe on the lookout for bears! 

          Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

Today my human and I were surprised on our 

morning walk by a black bear running across the 

trail right in front of us.  Wow, we forget sometimes 

how fast bears can run!  We think the bear must 

have heard my dog tags jingling and that let him 

know we were there, so he was eager to get away 

from us.  We already know there are LOTS of black 

bears here in Bolton, but how many black bears do 

you think there are in Vermont?  Find out the 

answer in next month’s issue!  See page 8 for great 

reminders from Bolton’s Game Warden on how to 

be sure you don’t attract bears to your property. 

WOOF! Woof!! Last month’s answer: Did you know 

that from 1932 – 1936, some folks here in Vermont 

were imagining and working toward building the 

“Green Mountain Parkway” – a road that would be 

built all along the “flanks” (my human said that is the 

sides of something) of the Green Mountains, covering 

260 miles from Massachusetts to Canada? The 

Parkway was stopped in 1936 – see more on page 10! 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property Tax bills  
We anticipate that the FY 19-20 PROPERTY 

TAX BILLS will be mailed by August 12th.  Has 

your mailing address changed? If so, please 

contact the town office to let us know your new 

mailing address! We have numerous tax bills 

returned every year due to incorrect mailing 

addresses. Thank you! 

 

CSWD ROVER!  The CSWD ROVER will be at 

the Bolton Fire Station on Saturday, September 

28th, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., and accepts paints & stains, 

cleaners, automotive fluids, insecticides, 

chemicals and more. Call CSWD for more 

information at 872-8111 or go to: www.cswd.net 

 
 

Peregrine falcons in Bolton 
The most recent report from Margaret Fowle, 

Audubon, on the Vermont nesting season for 

Peregrine Falcons indicates that although there 

are still a few “unknowns” out there, it has been 

a “productive season.”   Here in Bolton, two 

chicks fledged at the Upper Upper West site off 

of Notch Road, and there was nesting failure at 

the Bone Mountain site. “We so appreciate your 

interest and support, and for all the dedication of 

our site monitors and others who have helped 

make this season a successful one.” 

 

http://www.cswd.net/


 

 

Into the woods By ethan tapper 
Managing for Carbon 

 

As the effects of climate change on our world become 

more and more apparent, it is increasingly important to 

manage our forests to not just withstand these impacts, 

but to help mitigate them. Vermont’s forests are a carbon 

“sink,” capturing (or “sequestering”) more carbon than 

they emit, and in the course of forest management many 

foresters seek to increase their ability to sequester and 

store as much carbon as possible. While wrapping our 

heads around carbon dynamics can be tricky, it is important to understand the important role 

that forests play in protecting us from the worst impacts of climate change.  

 

As trees grow, they capture carbon dioxide out of the atmosphere, turning it into biomass 

(wood and leaves) and releasing oxygen. Carbon sequestered by trees can be found in several 

places; as wood in living trees, in dead-standing and fallen trees, and, once this dead wood 

has broken down, in forest soils. As wood decomposes it also releases carbon dioxide back 

into the atmosphere, though our forests sequester much more carbon than they emit. While 

you may think that most of the carbon in the forest must be stored in the trunks and branches 

of our massive trees, in temperate forests (like those in Vermont) it is estimated that up to 50-

60% of a forest’s carbon is stored in its soils.  

 

Interestingly, young forests sequester carbon more rapidly than older forests (they grow 

faster), but older forests store more carbon than younger forests. These seemingly opposite 

facts have fueled divergent management strategies; the former has been used to justify 

aggressive logging, while the latter has been used to justify a “hands-off” approach. The 

picture is further complicated when you consider the benefits of wood products as part of the 

mix; because dry lumber stores about double its mass in carbon dioxide equivalent, building 

our houses, buildings and other durable items out of wood fixes carbon in the long term. 

Using locally harvested and processed wood for building materials, heat and energy also 

mitigates the need for less carbon-friendly materials shipped from farther away (releasing 

more carbon dioxide as part of the shipping process).  So, while we know that over time 

unmanaged forests probably store more carbon than managed forests, there are other carbon 

benefits to harvesting wood through active forest management.  

 

So how can we increase carbon sequestration and storage in our forests? In a word, 

encouraging “diversity” --- many different ages, sizes and species of trees --- is a good place 

to start; more diverse forests generally store more carbon than less diverse forests. Vermont’s 

land use history has resulted in forests which generally lack diversity, old trees and soil 

carbon, as compared to the forests that probably existed here prior to European settlement. 

Active forest management can help forests regain these features more rapidly, increasing 

diversity while harnessing the sequestration benefits of young, fast growing forests and the  
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storage benefits of old forests, all while producing an output of forest products. Retaining 

dead standing trees, a lot of dead wood on the forest floor, and “biological legacy” trees --- 

trees that will never be harvested --- in the course of forest management will further help our 

forests store more carbon. All of these features will also create more vibrant wildlife habitat, 

and forests which are resilient to the disturbances that may become more frequent as our 

climate changes.  

 

Because of how important to climate change mitigation our forests are, it is also important to 

protect their health so that they may continue to help us sequester and store carbon, in  

addition to cleaning our air and water, and providing habitat and refugia for our wildlife, 

forever. Encouraging the resilience of our forests by managing for forest health, controlling 

invasive exotic plants and keeping forests undeveloped and unfragmented will help keep 

forests healthy, in turn helping them sequester carbon and mitigate the effects of climate 

change in the long term.  

 

For more information on forest carbon storage see: 

Forest carbon storage in the northeastern United States: Net effects of harvesting frequency, 

post harvest retention, and wood products; a 2010 paper from Forest Ecology and 

Management by Jaren Nunery and William Keeton; 

And Vermont Forest Carbon: A Market Opportunity for Forestland Owners a paper published 

in 2018 by The Spatial Informatics Grou, the Carbon Dynamics Lab at UVM and the 

Vermont Land Trust, by William Keeton, William VanDoren, Charles Kerchner and 

Mackenzie Fuqua 

 Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, at (802)-585-9099 or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex 

Junction.  

 

Smilie school and CHMS news 

Smilie and Camel’s Hump Middle Schools are enjoying summer 

vacation - see you in September!  

Wednesday, August 28th is MMMUSD’s first day of school. 

Yes, we’ve all been there – you are running a few minutes late 

and there it is, the big yellow school bus stopping intermittently 

to pick up or drop off students, making you even later!  As 

frustrating as this scenario can be (and we’ve all been there!), please remember that the safety 

of our students trumps the “late factor” every time. State law requires that motorists stop for 

school buses in both directions (on a typical two-lane roadway) when the bus lights are 

flashing. Failing to stop or illegally passing a stopped school bus with flashing lights can 

result in fines and/or traffic violation points against the driver, and risks injuries to everyone 

involved. Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe by obeying the law. 

 

 

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue  

    

 

 

 

 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
Date: Thursday, August 22, 2019 

Time: 5 p.m.  
Place: The McIntyre’s garden at 16 Joiner Brook Lane, Bolton 

Menu: Homegrown turkey with garden delights and dessert! 

Donations appreciated. Hope we’ll see you there!  

Doris Wheelock - 434-3769 

 

Save the Date for the Community and Energy Fair and Harvest 
Dinner 
Saturday, November 2nd - Bolton Community and Energy Fair from 12 noon -4 p.m. followed 

by the Bolton Harvest Dinner 5-7 p.m. both @ Smilie School 

 

More details will be available on the Bolton website (boltonvt.com), Facebook, Front Porch 

Forum and in the Gazette.  To volunteer, contact Carol Devlin 434-3064 x 221 and she’ll put 

you in touch with the event organizers. 

 

Community Calendar 

Bolton History Group – Saturday, August 3rd, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 

the West Bolton Cemetery. Please join us for year #2 of cemetery restoration.  

Useful materials:  soft bristled brushes, buckets, water squirt bottle, and a little 

elbow grease.  D2 cleaning solution will be provided, donations of additional 

jugs are greatly appreciated.  Please dress for the weather, and we are starting 

earlier in the day in case it’s a warm day. 

   

Community Coffee Hour – Wednesday, August 14th and 28th, 9:30 a.m. 

at the Bolton Fire Station (sponsored by the Community Senior Center of 

Bolton, Huntington and Richmond and the Bolton Community Network)    

 

 

Community thank you! 
“We couldn't have felt more welcomed upon arriving at the Bolton Community BBQ on July 

20!  It was very clear that Kim and Jimmy Kilpeck along with Doris and Rod Wheelock had 

spent lots of time and effort preparing for this first-time event.  The Kilpeck's riverside spot is 

absolutely beautiful, a perfect setting for a BBQ, swimming and recreating. 

  

Thank you, Kim, Jimmy, Doris, Rod and others for this great opportunity to spend the 

afternoon with Bolton friends and neighbors! Brenda and Mike McKeown” 

 

We’d like to add our thanks from the town to the Kilpecks, Wheelocks, volunteers, and 

attendees who helped to start what we hope is a new Bolton tradition! Thanks to all ~ 
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Bolton Potholes - a Letter from the 

Swimming Hole Steward –  
Vermont River Conservancy  

By Emma Heffner  
 

 In early June, I began my job as the Bolton 

Potholes site steward. After learning about Vermont 

River Conservancy’s conservation of the land, attending 

a stakeholder meeting, and getting to know some of the 

neighbors, I realized how much management the 

Potholes need to address the issues created by its own popularity.  The Potholes are a lot more 

than just a hangout spot for Vermonters and out-of-state sightseers. For locals, the Potholes are 

their backyard and a place where their kids have grown up and played. For the Town and Smilie 

School, the Potholes are a parking and people challenge on the hottest days of the year.   

 

 As the very first site steward assigned to the Potholes, I knew I would be stepping into a 

challenging role.  At first, I was a bit nervous! I wanted to be the perfect site steward, but what is 

a perfect site steward?  My first order of business was getting to know the place and the faces that 

frequent the area. Using my survey questions, I began to get a sense of how people thought and 

felt about the Potholes, what their concerns were, and what changes they wanted to see. One topic 

that came up over and over again was trash. The Potholes are kept relatively clean most of the 

time, and its visitors, especially the regulars, do a very good job of holding each other responsible 

when it comes to packing out their trash.  When trash is left behind, the neighbors often take 

matters into their own hands and clean-up the litter themselves. 

   

It is my hope, as a site steward, to reduce the trash left behind. When I go into the 

Potholes, trash bag in hand, many people will stop me and ask, “Did you come here just to pick 

up trash?”  I explain that I’m the new site steward and picking up trash is just part of what I do to 

help improve user behavior. What often happens after these encounters is one of my favorite parts 

of the job; the visitors almost always start looking for and picking up trash themselves. One day, I 

was at the top hole with a trash bag and noticed a large group with beverage cans scattered 

haphazardly all around them. Worried that they might leave them there, I approached and asked if 

I could put the cans in my bag. They said yes and proceeded to help me collect all the cans. A few 

of them then began walking around the area and asking others to pick up their trash and place it in 

a grocery bag one of them had brought along. By the time they finished their rounds the place 

was spotless.  

 

These experiences taught me the importance of setting a good example.  When others see 

you doing the right thing, they are much more likely to follow, especially when you add a smile 

to it.  If you’re ever relaxing in the cool waters of Joiner Brook in Bolton and encounter a girl 

wearing a VRC hat with a clipboard and trash bag, make sure to stop by and say hi.  Hope to see 

you at the Potholes! 

 

Water Quality results from July: Joiner Brook has very clean water!  Thanks Tim and Doug for 

taking sampling the Brook, and Friends of the Winooski for getting the samples tested.    

To help us continue this work, please make a donation today:  

https://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/completed-projects/bolton-potholes 

https://www.vermontriverconservancy.org/completed-projects/bolton-potholes
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Save the Date! August 25th at smilie school! 
 

Bolton Band Fest 

August 25, 1-5 

benefitting 

Smilie Outdoor Education 

Come celebrate the outdoors at the Bolton Band 
Festival on the Smilie Memorial School playground 
(gym if rain) August 25, 1-5, to benefit SMS Outdoor 
Education. Last school year Smilie’s Outdoor Ed 
committee worked with the generous firm A. Ginsburg 

Architects, a local architectural design company interested in designing outdoor learning 
spaces and in giving back to the community. 
 

Adam Ginsburg’s firm donated their time and designed a pair of outdoor gathering 
spaces for Smilie, an uncovered and a covered, so that there are "classrooms" in which 
to learn outside in any weather. He will also manage the project. 
 

Time to fundraise, thus the festival! There will be 3-4 bands including The Dog Catchers, 
Woodstack and Step Aside Tribe along with information about and a tour of the 
developing outdoor education spaces. A silent auction, bake sale, ice cream, popcorn, 
maple cotton candy, and fun activities including disc golf and corn hole, will all add to the 
festival feeling and help raise money. Have fun in the outdoors and help bring learning 
outside too! 
 

Contact Virginia Haviland with questions, donations or to offer silent auction items or 
services at 434-5801 or virginia.haviland@mmuusd.org 

Thanks! 
Virginia Haviland and the Outdoor Education Committee 

 

Still Seeking Volunteers and Stipend supported  
appointed/elected positions! 

The Town of Bolton is still seeking volunteers to serve as Alternates to Bolton’s 

Development Review Board (DRB), and to the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) 

Board, to serve on the Conservation Commission and the Energy Committee, a Town 

Constable (annual stipend, appointed until March 2020, who hopefully would run for 

election), and an Animal Control Officer (annual stipend, annual appointment). Please 

contact the Town Office if you are interested in serving in any of these capacities. 

 

Green Mountain Bicycle Club   
last ride of the season in Bolton 
Thursday, August 22nd - Starting at the parking pull-off on Route 2 

(two miles east of the Bolton Valley Access Road), riding to the top of 

the Bolton Valley Access Road. 

Please share the road and watch out for bikers! 

 

mailto:virginia.haviland@mmuusd.org
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discouraging black bears from          
visiting your property 

The following was in response to 

complaints regarding a black bear in 

Fernwood Manor, and an accompanying 

video of the bear: 

All, 

Thank you for the information, I haven’t 

had many complaints down that way this 

year regarding bears. As far for the bear 

being out during the day, that is not 

uncommon at all. Bear sightings and calls 

have been steady and consistent over the 

past few years, especially in places on the 

base of the Green Mountains. After 

watching the video, it was good to see the 

bear was startled by the door opening and 

closing which tells me the bear is not 
accustom to people and still has a fear. 

As for the trash, residents in the area need 

to do the best they can with eliminating 

the easy accessibility of the trash for the 

bears. If there are no other options and the 

trash needs to be stored outside, they need 

to mask the odor of the trash with 

chemicals. Two easy ways to mask the 

odor are chlorine tablets hanging inside 

the trash bins or ammonia soaked rags. 

Both are effective ways to keep the trash 
odor to a minimum.  

Any bird feeders, humming bird feeders 

and residual bird seed on the ground needs 

to be brought in and picked up. The 

smallest amount of birdseed can play a big 

factor in a bear’s behavior. Bears are 

opportunists and scent driven animals. 

When they get a food reward, whether it 

be trash, bird seed, etc… they will 

continue to return until negative 

experiences are brought upon them and 
they feel unwelcome.  

Continue to make loud noises and scare 

the bear off when you encounter one. If 

you continue to have issues with bears or 

they start to become aggressive please 

contact a Game Warden via State Police 

Dispatch at 802-878-7111.  

 Thank you,  
Jeremy Schmid, State Game Warden   

 

                   Community development award 
You may have heard that the Town of Bolton was one of 

nine communities in Vermont that received a community 

development award earlier this spring. Governor Scott 

stated “from Alburgh to Brattleboro, communities across 

our state will use these grants to build housing, improve 

infrastructure, support business growth, restore historic 

buildings and serve the needs of working families and 

homeless Vermonters. There’s no shortage of good ideas in 

Vermont and these grants are a great tool to bring them to 

life.” 

Continued next page  
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The state awards approximately $7 million annually in competitive grants through Vermont’s 

Department of Housing and Community Development. The grants are funded through the federal 

Community Development Block Grant program, administered by the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development. Funding is targeted to address the needs of lower-income 

Vermonters through partnership between federal, state and local government. 

$1,000,000 to the Town of Bolton - Partial subgrant to Bolton Valley Community Water and 

Sewer to conduct water and wastewater improvements to a failing water system that serves 166 

residential and 12 commercial users, and partial loan to the Bolton Valley Resort to support hotel 

renovations to become a four-season destination with year-round job creation.

 
Reminder - library card reimbursements began July 1! 

The Town is once again offering library card reimbursements to residents for 

library cards purchased at the Richmond and Waterbury libraries.  Bring your 

library card (or a copy), and/or proof of payment to the Town Office for 

reimbursement, which will by check through accounts payable, after Select 

Board warrant approval. 

 
Opportunity to join a Local hike led by the                    
vermont sierra club 

Come join the Sierra Club for a gentle hike to Libby’s Look in 

Bolton! We will start this all-level friendly hike at the trailhead 

on Notch Road, and begin with the Preston Pond loop, and then 

make our way up to Libby’s Lookout.  

 

Where: Libby's Look in Bolton, meet up information will be 

sent with RSVP. 

When: Sunday, August 25th, 3pm until 7pm 

Length: Roughly 4 miles round trip 

Difficulty: Easy 

What to Bring: Comfortable hiking shoes (closed-toe shoes 
with good ankle support Please RSVP and sign the waiver for the hike here: 

https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=7010Z000001vxbCQAQ  

Once you are committed, take the fun and easy carbon footprint quiz. Hope to see you all 

there!  Hannah Stump, Vermont Sierra Club, Outings Leader

 

Town Board meetings just got more comfortable! 
Our Town Boards, Commissions and guests will now be enjoying more 

comfortable, ergonomic seats during meetings, thanks to a successful grant 

application!  The VT League of Cities and Towns’ PACIF Grant program 

has funded 50% of the cost of the six new ergonomic, adjustable, swivel 

chairs for the conference room. Next time – massage chairs? ☺ 

 

https://act.sierraclub.org/events/details?formcampaignid=7010Z000001vxbCQAQ
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Friends of wheeler field 

A small group of committed citizens have formed a non-profit to save a ball-field and public 

park in the middle of West Bolton Village.  Learn more about their efforts and how you can 

become involved at: www.wheelerfield.org  

 
The green mountain parkway 

As Phoebe noted, the “Green Mountain Parkway” 

was imagined as a 260-mile parkway along the 

flanks of the Green Mountains. This was the 1930s 

when the federal government through its New Deal 

economic recovery plan was spending millions on 

public works programs. VT’s share of the $18 

million project was $500,000, which would be 

used to purchase rights of way (about 50,000 

acres) along the route.  The state would then deed 

the land to the federal government, which would 

then designate it as a National Park. There were 

adamant proponents and opponents of the Parkway 

– and feelings in the House and Senate were so 

intense, they decided to put the Parkway’s fate 

before the people, and in 1936, the people said 

“NO!” What do you think? Would you have been 

for or against the Parkway? What do you think 

Bolton would look like today if the Parkway had 

been built? Phoebe finds it hard to imagine! 

Envisioned 

Parkway Map 

http://www.wheelerfield.org/

