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                                                                                   Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Meeting Minutes 

January 7, 2019 

 

Board members present:  Tony Barbagallo (via phone), Mica Cassara, John Choate, Wendy Hoffman, Sharon 

Murray  

Board members absent:  none 

Also present: Matt Mead, Chuck Rooney 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara, with a quorum of 5 

members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

Additions:  

 Update to federal PILOT status (Ethan Allen range lands): No progress, and no response to the 

FOIA request.  Sharon Murray and Wendy Hoffman will continue to follow up, and keep in touch 

with Richmond and Underhill town administrators. 

 Health Officer Tenant complaint update: The property owner/landlord received the inspection 

report which outlined conditions and needed repairs, is keeping the town up to date on his progress, 

and repairs are progressing. The property owner/landlord will contact the town when the repairs are 

completed for a final inspection by the town. 

Deletions: none 

3. Public Comment: none. 

1. Recurring Business: 

 Minutes December 17, 2018:  Sharon Murray made the motion “to approve the December 17, 

2018 minutes as presented.”    John Choate seconded.  There was no further discussion. All were 

in favor and the motion passed (5-0).   

 Warrants: signed.  

 Financial Reports: dispersed and reviewed. 

2. Communications: 

 2018 Equalization Study results are as follows: CLA @ 96.07%, COD @ 7.88%. 

 Illegal deer carcass dumping Bolton Valley Access Road:   

 120 deer carcasses were illegally dumped down a steep embankment along the Bolton Valley 

Access Road and reported to Game Wardens by multiple residents. 

 Game Wardens have identified the responsible parties, have met with them to address the 

situation, and stated that the responsible parties are to make an effort to clean the carcasses up, 

and that “paperwork” and fines would be dependent upon that effort.  

 Brief discussion with the residents in attendance included: 

 The dumping was not believed to be malicious, full responsibility was taken, and this is not 

regulated by the town.   

 That “dumping” per say is not illegal, the issues are where (private property) and the 

amount of carcasses, no water quality concerns. 

 Tis may become more common with limited disposal options.   
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 Helpful information for BSB members to have, appreciation to Matt Mead and Chuck 

Rooney noted for coming in to share their views and information. 

 A request to the E911 Board for a new number on Happy Hollow Road has identified a possible 

discrepancy between the border of Bolton and Huntington which could impact three buildings 

currently listed as being in Huntington.  

 The boundary line may never have been fully surveyed, it is obvious from the Bolton tax maps 

that there have been multiple boundary lines.  

 Brief discussion; impact to GL, assessed values of 3 buildings, the responsibility of road 

maintenance of Happy Hollow Road.  

 Consensus to not actively pursue, wait to hear from E911 (requested survey maps from both 

Bolton and Huntington), note this situation to the Bolton Assessor. 

 PZA – Notice of Violation: PZA Larry Lewack noted that new owners’ mail may be in transit. 

Notice letters will be re-issued and the “clock reset.”  

3. Updates: 

 Restorative Justice Program – Tony Barbagallo did follow up, still no response to date. 

4. Appointments: none 

5. Business & Action Items:  

 Memorial Donations: $50 to Richmond Rescue, $50 to the Humane Society of Chittenden County, 

$100 to POW VT.  

 CDBG Update:  

 John Choate and Sharon Murray met with Lindsay DesLauriers to review the potential loan 

agreement. 

 Diane Meyerhoff (Third Sector Associates) continues to draft the application, has drafted the 

BSB hearing notice; hearing scheduled for February 4, 2019. 

 Sharon Murray is in contact with CCRPC regarding the grant administration, which will need 

to be included with the UPWP. 

 There will be a meeting (any two BSB members can attend) to finalize the terms of the one 

million dollar grant; 50% (or more as needed) will be as a grant for the water/sewer system 

upgrades, the remaining would/could be a revolving loan for upgrades to the hotel. Previous 

CDBG terms were a fifteen year grant agreement, a five year grace period, a ten year payment 

period, unsure of the interest rate, and collateral can be required. 

 The town needs to determine if the town wants to establish a revolving loan fund and be 

responsible going forward to administer those funds. Unsure of timing of that determination.  

 Certificate of Highway Mileage: Sharon Murray made the motion “to approve the certificate of 

highway mileage for submission to the state based on no changes from the previous year.”    John 

Choate seconded.  There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

 Unified Planning Work Program CCRPC:  

 CCRPC is required to solicit projects annually for their work program, suggested that Bolton 

submit for administration of the CDBG, and updated traffic counts for the Bolton Valley 

Access Road to include both winter and a fall or spring count for comparison.   

 Brief discussion on an engineering assessment of paving.  

 John Choate made the motion “to approve the UPWP applications for submission to the 

CCRPC by Friday, January 18, 2019.”     Wendy Hoffman seconded.  There was no further 

discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  Larry Lewack to act as Bolton’s 

primary contact. 

 Highway Department Job Descriptions – CDL requirements, position posting: 



 

3 

 

 Amendments to the job description to include operating a loader and grader, acquire a CDL 

within 6 months of employment, and that the town would offer funding of up to $1,500 toward 

the cost of CDL classes.   

 Amy Grover to amend for next meeting for review prior to posting the position. 

 VTrans – Notch Tunnel project comments by 1/18/19:  

 Review of project work sheet. 

 Joss Besse had noted questions regarding the lighting, and that no new pedestrian information 

has been assimilated.  

 Discussion on lighting: when/how the lighting would be on (motion sensors, activated with 

pedestrian signals?), location (entire tunnel, corners?) 

 Discussion on stop and yield signs and potential confusion, lack of space on the Route 2 side 

for cars to be stopped, potential for additional useful signs, i.e. caution narrow tunnel. 

 The BSB will need to report back at Town Meeting. 

 FY 19-20 Budget discussion included: 

 Replacement of the one ton: five year financing, dual wheel. 

 Paving and BVFD air tank grant matches, $35,000 and $5,200 – remove from budget and shift 

to a voted allocation from unassigned funds to reserves. 

 Slight shift to the reserve fund contributions as recommended from the CPC following the 

standard formula. 

 Removal of fog line costs from budget; could be funded from reserves. 

6. Closing:   Mica Cassara made the motion “to close the meeting.”   John Choate seconded.  There was 

no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 8:57 p.m. 

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on:  

January 21, 2019 

 

____________________________________            

Mica Cassara, Chair, For the Board 

 


