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Phoebe enjoys her bone! 

          Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

Sometimes when it is too hot or really rainy outside, 

I just like to lie on my bed and chew a yummy bone! 

(Well, I like to think it’s a bone, my humans think I 

don’t know that it’s a safe “no hide chew!”) Did you 

notice that “Bone Mountain” was mentioned in this 

Gazette?  Why was it mentioned?  Is there 

something special about Bone Mountain?  And 

hmmm, how do you think Bone Mountain got its 

name? Find out the answer in next month’s issue!   

WOOF! Woof!! Last month’s answer: If you guessed 

that Camel’s Hump has ALWAYS been called 

Camel’s Hump, oops, you were wrong!  The 

Waubanaukee Indians first named it “Tah-wak-be-

dee-ee-wadso” or Saddle Mountain.  Samuel De 

Champlain’s explorers in the 1660s called it “Le Lion 

Couchant” – or Resting Lion! Then the name 

“Camel’s Rump” was used on a map by Ira Allen in 

1798, and then this became “Camel’s Hump” 1830!  

Wow, that’s a lot of names!  Are you glad it’s called 

Camel’s Hump & not Camel’s Rump?  I am! 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property Tax bills  
We anticipate that the FY 18-19 PROPERTY 

TAX BILLS will be mailed during the week of 

August 5
th

. Has your mailing address changed? 

If so, please contact the town office to let us 

know your new mailing address! We have 

numerous tax bills returned every year due to 

incorrect mailing addresses. Thank you! 

 

CSWD ROVER!  The CSWD ROVER will be at 

the Bolton Fire Station on Saturday, September 

15
th

, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m., and accepts paints & 

stains, cleaners, automotive fluids, insecticides, 

chemicals and more. Call CSWD for more 

information at 872-8111 or go to: 

www.cswd.net 

 
 

Peregrine falcons in Bolton 
It has been a great year for nesting peregrine 

falcons in Vermont with a record breaking 51 

pairs, and also a record breaking 5 fledglings at 

Red Rocks Park near Burlington – the most 

chicks produced at one site!   

 

Here in Bolton, earlier reports indicated that 

there were nesting failures in two of the four 

known Bolton nesting sites; Bone Mountain 

and Bolton Notch, and there were no chicks 

produced.   (Continued on page 5)   

http://www.cswd.net/


 

Into the woods 
By ethan tapper 

 
The Recreation Compromise 

 

In Vermont we are blessed to have amazing 

forests and many people that value them. For most 

Vermonters, hiking, mountain biking, hunting, 

fishing, rock climbing and other forms of 

recreation are the primary way that they 

appreciate these resources. While our forests can 

support these uses, the interactions between them 

and forest ecology can sometimes get 

complicated.  

 

Recreation is incredibly important. Vermont’s 

forested lands are about 80% privately owned. 

People own forested land for many reasons --- 

usually some combination of recreation, conservation, hunting access, and income from 

forest products. Many forest landowners place value on just knowing that their land 

exists, providing wildlife habitat, clean air, clean water, carbon sequestration and other 

benefits, but some form of recreation is almost always how landowners interact and 

connect with their land; whether it is a short walking loop or a system of mountain bike 

trails, recreation fuels a conservation ethic that helps protect forests and promote good 

forest stewardship. On public lands, recreation is part of how we enjoy our public 

resources, and how those without access to their own land can get out and spend time in 

the woods.  

 

Recreation has an impact. While recreation is an important part of the conservation and 

protection of forestland, it is also important that we recognize that it is not without 

adverse impacts; poorly planned and/or executed recreation can negatively affect soils, 

water quality, forest health and wildlife. 

 

Poorly constructed and/or maintained trails can cause erosion (the loss of soil), which 

pollutes our waterways. Additionally, trails cause localized soil compaction, impacting 

tree roots and vegetation. Finally, trail construction can impact sensitive sites, such as 

wetlands, lowering their health and functionality. While these issues, in my experience, 

are not prominent in Chittenden County, they are serious. The good news is that they can 

be mitigated by thoughtful trail construction; making sure that trails are built with water 

diversion structures like water bars, identifying and avoiding sensitive sites, keeping 

users “on-trail” to concentrate impacts on as small an area as possible, staying off trails 
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when they are wet or unstable, and actively monitoring and maintaining trails.  

 

The effect of recreation on wildlife is harder to mitigate. Research has made it clear that 

wildlife are impacted by recreation. There are essentially two results of recreation on 

wildlife: habituation (wildlife becoming accustomed to recreation) and avoidance 

(wildlife fleeing from recreation), both of which are problematic. Research suggests that 

larger animals are more likely to show avoidance behavior, which heightens their stress 

levels, taxes energy reserves and can change their habitat use and forage patterns,  

sometimes forcing them to utilize inferior habitat.  

 

So, what can we do? We need to balance recreating in our forests with protecting their 

ecology and function. I think about this as “sustainable recreation,” protecting the health 

of our forests holistically, rather than focusing for a single resource (like recreation) as 

we so commonly do. We need to recognize that recreation in our forests is dependent on 

responsible forest stewardship and does not exist in a vacuum. Broadening our 

perspective in this way will help to ensure that future generations can have the same 

positive recreational experience, in healthy, productive forests, as us. 

 

Thinking carefully about the construction and location of trails goes a long way towards 

this goal. Before building a trail, look at Biofinder, a map service provided by Vermont’s 

Agency of Natural Resources, to see if there are any sensitive sites or Rare, Threatened or 

Endangered (RTE) species present. Consider dividing your land into “zones,” where 

management goals ---- harvesting forest products, maximizing wildlife habitat, creating a 

network of trails, protection of an ecologically sensitive site ---- determine the primary 

use. Each zone can have different rules; a simple balance is allowing more trails near 

developed areas and allowing more remote areas, which connect to larger habitat blocks, 

to feature less or no trails. This allows us to have our trails and allows wildlife a large 

area where they can move freely without being disturbed. Finally, for tips on trail 

construction, you can look at Vermont Forests, Parks and Recreation (FPR)’s 

“Recommended Trail Standards” on the FPR website. 

 

As is often the case in the woods, humans’ biggest challenge is managing ourselves --- 

and it starts with compromise. Forest recreation is vital to Vermont’s forests, and it is 

worth the effort of thinking a little bit harder about how we manage it.  

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He can be reached at (802)-585-9099, 

at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, or at his office at 111 West Street, Essex Junction.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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                   Smilie school and CameL’s humP 

 Middle school news 

Smilie and Camel’s Hump Middle Schools are enjoying summer 

vacation - see you in September!  

Wednesday, August 29th is the first day of school. 

 

Safety First Riddle! What vehicle is big, yellow, displays flashing yellow and red lights, has 

arms that unfold with red lights and stop signs on it? A school bus, of course. That was easy 

to figure out. What is not easy to figure out is why some folks choose to pass school buses 

while the buses are loading and unloading our students! State law requires that motorists stop 

for school buses in both directions (on a typical two-lane roadway) when the bus lights are 

flashing. Failing to stop or illegally passing a stopped school bus with flashing lights can 

result in fines and/or traffic violation points against the driver. 

 

Fy 18 – 19 Tax Rate 
The FY 18-19 municipal tax rate was set by the Select Board at 

.6469 plus the voter approved conservation fund addition of 

.0025 for a total municipal rate of .6494.  With the education 

rate set by the State at 1.4980 for resident, 1.5862 for non-

resident, the total rates are: $2.1474 for resident and $2.2356 

for non-resident per $100 of assessed value. That means that if 

your property is assessed at $100,000, and you are a resident, your annual taxes will be 

$2,147.40 per year.  This is an increase from last year’s resident rate of $2.0852, and is 

approximately a $62 increase, per year, per $100,000 of assessed value. For the second time 

in 6 years, the resident rate is LESS than the non-resident rate. Access the tax rate history on 

the town website and review 13 years of rates at: http://boltonvt.com/tax/  

. 

*CLerk’s Corner ConTinued from Page 2*  

Peregrine Falcons in Bolton 
Then, the climbing community alerted Margaret Fowle, Audubon 

Conservation Biologist, that peregrines were being territorial and 

somewhat aggressive.  Careful investigation by Margaret and her 

team revealed that a pair had re-nested in Bolton Notch and produced 

at least one chick! Peregrines have made a remarkable recovery here 

in Vermont and elsewhere after the species was devastated by the use of DDT. You can help 

Vermont’s peregrines – please obey posted peregrine nesting signs that indicate trail and/or 

cliff closures during the peregrines’ breeding season.  Learn more about these magnificent 

birds at: http://vt.audubon.org/conservation/peregrine-falcon-recovery-project  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text 

here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue newsletter 

text here. Continue newsletter text here. Continue 

newsletter text here. Continue newsletter text here.  

 

 

 

                                                                 

http://boltonvt.com/tax/
http://vt.audubon.org/conservation/peregrine-falcon-recovery-project
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.CLerk’s corner continued From Page 5 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 
Date: Thursday, August 23, 2018 

Time: 5 p.m.  
Place: The McIntyre’s garden at 16 Joiner Brook Lane, Bolton 

Menu: Homegrown turkey with garden delights and dessert!  

Hope we’ll see you there! Doris Wheelock - 434-3769  

 

Be safe!  
We all know that Bolton is an active community with many 

residents and visitors alike enjoying hiking, walking, swimming, 

biking, climbing and skiing (just to name a few!) in our town.  

Please help us all stay safe! Please “Share the Road” and obey 

posted speed limits for the benefit of us all! Thank you! 

. 

Welcome New Staff and volunteers 
The Select Board has hired & appointed (to a three year term) Larry Lewack as Bolton’s new 

Planning and Zoning Administrator.  Larry comes with a firm knowledge base and 

experience, and will serve our community well.  Welcome aboard Larry! You can contact 

Larry at the town office on Mondays, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., via phone at 434-5075 X 225, or 

via email at zoningbolton@gmavt.net 

 

With many thanks to Sarah McShane, our outgoing ZA, and Sharon Murray, interim ZA, for 

your help in this transition period. 

 

The Select Board has also appointed Juliette Juillerat who volunteered to serve as the town’s 

new Energy Coordinator for a two year term - thank you and welcome Juliette!  Defining this 

role is still in process – if you have some great energy ideas, please contact the Town Office! 

 

Thank you constable leete  
A shout out and thanks to our Town Constable, Jeffrey Leete, for his time 

and energy spent during July’s record hot spell addressing traffic ordinance 

violations – mostly the folks who parked illegally (on lawns, in fire lanes, 

and in the road) to visit the Bolton Potholes. We recognize the importance of 

keeping the school’s emergency access lanes open, and the residents at the 

bottom of the Bolton Valley Access Road greatly appreciated Jeff’s help, 

good humor (even in the awful heat!) & attention to a situation that can 

quickly become extremely frustrating for that neighborhood. Thank you Jeff! 

 
Bolton gazette information 

Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15
th
 of the month for the following month’s 

edition.    For submissions or to OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color 

(help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

                        

mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Bolton history group 

Members of the newly formed Bolton History Group spent 

part of their Saturday, on July 13th cleaning headstones in 

the East Bolton Cemetery. If you are hearing about our 

group for the first time (which started last fall), this was 
one of our first volunteer events of many to come! 

We had a surprise visitor, Dom Amato from WCAX 

Channel 3 News who stopped by shortly after we got 

started and asked if he could spread the word on our group 

doing such a great service for our community. He took 

some shots and the segment was aired on Sunday, July 14
th
  

This brought our group joy and we look to continue getting the word out that the little town of 

Bolton has the passion to remember those of our past.  

http://www.wcax.com/content/news/Local-group-sprucing-up-headstones-in-their-town-
488201351.html               

The East Bolton Cemetery has many town folks that were residents in the early years of Bolton. 

Pinneo, Preston, Saben, Kennedy, Whitcomb, Morse, Deavitt, Hinkson, May etc. There were 

strong willed men that fought in the Revolutionary and Civil War, families that ran sawmills, 
farms, boarding houses, and folks that served their community as elected officials. 

We will work over time to establish a list of headstones in need of repair with the hope to 

continue this revitalization project for many years to come. We may host fundraisers and look at 

other ways to assist with funding this.  

                    

 

 
 
 

BEFORE & AFTER 

A huge thanks to those who rolled up their sleeves and offered their time as well as Mike 

Gervia for allowing us the use of the fire station for water.  

The Bolton History Group holds monthly gatherings and plans to complete the remaining 

stones at East Bolton Cemetery before moving up to the West Bolton Cemetery this 
summer/fall. 

 

http://www.wcax.com/content/news/Local-group-sprucing-up-headstones-in-their-town-488201351.html
http://www.wcax.com/content/news/Local-group-sprucing-up-headstones-in-their-town-488201351.html
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Still Seeking Volunteers! 
The Town of Bolton is still seeking volunteers to serve as Alternates to Bolton’s 

Development Review Board (DRB), to the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) 

Board. Please contact the Town Office if you are interested in serving! 

 

The DRB Alternate would serve when/as needed. Meetings are held the 4
th

 Thursday of 

the month. The DRB is the municipal body that, when required, is authorized and 

delegated to uphold and interpret the Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations 

(BLUDRs). It is also the board authorized to hear appeals from decisions of the Bolton 

Zoning Administrator. Access more information about the role of the DRB at 

http://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/developmentreview-board/   

 

The CSWD alternate would serve when/as needed. Meetings are held the 4th Wednesday 

of the month. The Board of Commissioners is the governing body of the CSWD, and sets 

policy on solid waste management for the member communities. For more information 

about representing Bolton on the CSWD Board, please contact the CSWD at 872-8100. 
 

 

August Primary Election! 
 

Reminder: a statewide Primary 

Election will be held on Tuesday, 

August 14, 2018.  

 

Polls will be open at Smilie School 

from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to vote for 

candidates for the following 

offices: U.S. Senator, State 

Treasurer, State Senator(s), States 

Attorney, U.S. Representative, 

Secretary of State, State 

Representative(s), Sheriff, 

Governor, Auditor of Accounts, 

Probate Judge, High Bailiff, 

Lieutenant Governor, Attorney 

General, & Assistant Judge. 

 

The Town Office will be closed on 

August 14
th

 due to voting. And 

remember – your vote is your 

voice! 

Anticipated Select Board Vacancy!  The Select Board is anticipating a vacancy 

effective September 2018, which will need to be filled by appointment. Keep an eye on 

Bolton’s website, Facebook page and Front Porch Forum, or contact the town office for 

more information about this anticipated vacancy. 

http://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/developmentreview-board/

