
Is this a priority? Put an 

X by 3 or 4 objectives, or 

put numbers 1-4 by 

them.

1
Plan for a population growth rate of  2% or less (around 11 new residents) per 

year.

2

Promote recreational, social and continuing education activities available to 

residents, and explore the possibility of formally hosting such activitites at Smilie 

School. 

3
Build community by increasing the number of town residents who attend a town 

wide event, such as Town Meeting or Bolton Market Day, every year. 

4
Work with regional service providers to ensure that all Bolton residents, 

especially seniors, have easy access to quality medical care. 

5
Ensure that Bolton's seniors have access to support services and social 

opportunities. 

6 Bolton will be an appealing town for young families. 

7 Plan for the construction of an average of 5 new housing units per year

8
Make residents aware of funding sources for the rehabilitation of homes to 

address safety issues and energy inefficiency. 

9 Increase the number of safe, affordable housing opportunities in Bolton. 

10

Preserve and protect identified cultural and historic  resources from the adverse 

impacts of development, and educate residents on  opportunities for individual 

landowners to do the same.

People: 

How can the Town of Bolton remain an safe, appealing and affordable place to 

live for all, and support residents of all ages?



Is this a priority? Put 

an X by 3 or 4 

objectives, or put 

numbers 1-4 by 

them.

1

Improve the capacity of Bolton's boards and committees to govern by 

increasing the number of volunteers involved in Town governance and 

examining options for increased future staffing.  

2

Consolidate, update and ensure public availability of town records to continue 

making information on town governance available to the public in accordance 

with state law.

3
Work to improve the layout and functionality of Town buildings, and ensure 

that Smilie Memorial School remains available for Town use. 

4
Provide public services while maintaining a sustainable property tax rate, and 

will seek revenue sources beyond property taxes 

5
Bolton will not take over privately owned and operated water or wastewater 

systems . 

6

Bolton supports the expansion or creation of privately owned and operated 

community water and wastewater systems that meet all relevant standards 

and regulations for water supply and wastewater systems, as referenced in 

the Bolton Land Use and Development Regulations, and meet at least one of 

the following criteria: 

• Systems that are designed and installed by private developers to serve 

private development, and where the cost of maintenance is borne by those 

homes and/or businesses served by it. 

• Community systems that are established to serve a fire district, where the 

cost of maintenance is borne by the members of the fire district. 

7

Continue to support the Chittenden Solid Waste District through dues and 

board membership, and comply with state regulations related to solid waste 

management

8
Increase wired high-speed internet access on roads currently without 

broadband access

9

Restrict new or expanded wireless communications facilities to locations 

currently used for such purposes on Ricker Mountain and on Robbins 

Mountain, with the exception of sites which provide access to currently 

unserved or underserved areas; and require co-location where physically 

possible

10

Areas that have the potential to be used for forestry, such as parcels in the 

Use Value Appraisal Program (Current Use) should not be deforested for 

other renewable energy projects, as the Town’s greatest potential for 

renewable energy production is from biomass 

How can the Town of Bolton provide services to Town residents while 

maintaining a healthy budget? How can the Town of Bolton promote 

increased energy efficiency and renewable energy use? 

Prosperity 1: Governance, Facilities and Utilities, Energy 
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Is this a priority? Put 

an X by 3 or 4 

objectives, or put 

numbers 1-4 by 

them.

How can the Town of Bolton provide services to Town residents while 

maintaining a healthy budget? How can the Town of Bolton promote 

increased energy efficiency and renewable energy use? 

Prosperity 1: Governance, Facilities and Utilities, Energy 

11
Seek opportunities to decrease energy use in publically-owned buildings and 

equipment. 

12
Encourage Bolton residents to explore ways to increase personal energy 

efficiency. 

13

Encourage the utilization of alternative energy sources where appropriate, 

especially in areas identified as preferred locations. Renewable energy 

generation facilities shall comply with the standards established for 

development in the Natural Resources and Land Use chapters of this plan, 

and with the State of Vermont's Rules on Sound from Wind Generation 

Facilities. 
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Is this a priority? Put 

an X by 3 or 4 

objectives, or put 

numbers 1-4 by them.

1
Bolton’s Economic Resources Committee will continue to explore ways to 

improve Bolton's economy.

2
Support the creation and growth of local businesses, including home-based 

businesses, that meet the goals of the Town Plan

3

Encourage the establishment and continuation of recreational businesses 

and events  that utilize and support the town’s scenic beauty and recreational 

opportunities and contribute to the Town's attractiveness as a recreational 

destination.

4
Encourage Bolton Valley Resort to become a successful four-season resort 

able to thrive during an era of warmer weather and less snow

5

Support forestry and farming in Bolton through resident education on 

opportunities for conservation and through growth pattern that minimizes 

forest and farmland fragmentation. 

6

To reduce infrastructure damage and public safety risks from stormwater 

runoff, public and private roads and driveways shall avoid steep slopes (15% 

or more) and shall not be located in areas of very steep slopes (25% or 

more). 

7

Develop standards appropriate for the town’s size, topography and budget 

for maintaining and improving roads in all seasons. This will allow the Town 

to improve road safety for all users and increase the amount of state funding 

it is eligible to receive following a federally-declared disaster

8
Continue the Town of Bolton's long-standing policy to not take over private 

roads

9

Update Bolton's Capital Improvement Plan, as adopted in 2017(?), as 

necessary, and use it to provide the basis for capital expenditures on 

transportation infrastructure. 

10

Develop a healthy budget for the Bolton Road Crew, ensuring an adequate 

level of spending for necessary road maintenance and for compliance with 

changing state regulations. 

11

Take into account the safety of all users, including motorists, bicyclists, public 

transportation users, and pedestrians of all ages and abilities, when 

designing and scheduling needed highway improvements

12
Increase car-sharing and ride-sharing opportunities and access to existing 

public transit services

Prosperity 2: Economy and Transportation 

What strategies can the Town of Bolton use to grow the local economy? 

How can the Town of Bolton mainain a reliable transportation network that 

serves all residents? 
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Is this a priority? 

Put an X by 3 or 4 

objectives, or put 

numbers 1-4 by 

them.

1
New development shall be located outside of River Corridors and shall not 

increase the number of buildings at risk from flood damage in Bolton. 

2
Seek to support property owners in the floodplain as they seek to develop 

properties in a flood resilient manner

3

Work with CCRPC to review and implement the Bolton's plans to prepare for 

emergencies and lessen the damage caused by them (the Local Emergency 

Operations Plan and the All Hazards Mitigation Plan). 

4
Decrease damage caused by stormwater runoff, including bank erosion and 

risk to buildings, facilities or infrastructure. 

5

Increase the Town's capacity to warn the public about and respond quickly and 

effectively to local emergencies, including accidents, crimes, fires, hazardous 

materials incidents and natural disasters. 

6

Cooperate with key stakeholders such as the Green Mountain Club, the 

Vermont Association of Snow Travelers, the Catamount Trail Association, the 

Climbing Access Resource Group, Bolton Valley Resort, Smilie School and 

local landowners to ensure that Bolton’s recreational areas are protected, 

improved, sustainably managed and safe for all users. 

7

Increase the variety of active recreation opportunities available in Bolton by 

concentrating future town land purchases on targeted small lots to be used as 

neighborhood community gathering areas or parks

8

Maintain and steward the Town of Bolton's current amount of conserved land 

but will discourage proposals to preserve large amounts of land that are 

developable under the Town's land use regulations as most recently adopted. 

Spending of the Bolton Conservation Fund to acquire Town-owned land will be 

prioritized to create spaces for community parks and recreation near existing or 

new housing. 

9

Land owned by the Town of Bolton will be managed by the Conservation 

Commission and Select Board  in a way that preserves its natural features and 

keeps it available for recreational use by town residents and visitors. This 

mangement will follow the standards listed in any adopted management plans. 

Place 1: Resilience and Recreation

How can the Town of Bolton prevent damage from future natural disasters, 

and keep residents safe? What is the best way to manage the Town's 

recreational resources to ensure that all types of recreation are possible? 
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Is this a priority? 

Put an X by 3 or 

4 objectives, or 

put numbers 1-4 

by them.

1
Increase the amount of information available about the location of the town’s  

scenic resources and opportunities for their preservation

2 Continue the Town's current protection of drinking water sources 

3

Continue to avoid all development on steep slopes (15% or more) to the extent 

feasible, and to prohibit development in areas of very steep slopes (25% or 

more). Driveways and access roads may be exempted from this rule per the 

Town's land use regulations as most recently adopted. 

4 Continue the Town's current protection of wetlands and source waters.

5 Continue the Town's current protection of surface waters. 

6

Continue to protect against flood damage by prohibiting most development in 

the floodplain outside of the Village area and ensuring that development in the 

floodplain inside the Village area is flood resilient. 

7

Strongly support responsible forest management that follows the State of 

Vermont’s Acceptable Management Practices (AMPs) on both public and 

private property, including consultation with a professional forester and 

development of forest management plans that balance the economic benefits 

of logging with maintaining healthy forests and protecting wildlife habitat

8
Continue to protect farmland and forestland from fragmentation and 

development. 

9

Continue to prevent fragmentation of Bolton's Contiguous Habitat Units by 

maintaining land that is already conserved in Town and configuring new 

development to prevent fragmenting. 

10
Continue to prohibit development on rock outcrops, including ledge, cliff and 

talus habitat

11 Continue to protect endangered and threatened species per Vermont law.

12

Bolton’s scenic ridgelines are a defining characteristic of the town, and 

development must be located in such a way that their aesthetic appeal is not 

lessened, especially along the ridgelines seen from the Rt. 2/I-89 corridor. 

Development on ridgelines must not cause undue adverse effects to 

stormwater runoff, fragile ecosystems or rare, threatened and endangered 

species. 

13

Revise the Town's land use regulations (the Bolton Land Use and Development 

Regulations) to make them easier to use and understand, and to make sure 

they advance the goals of this plan. 

Place 2: Natural Resources and Land Use 

How can the Town of Bolton protect its key natural resources while allowing 

development in appropriate areas? 
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Is this a priority? 

Put an X by 3 or 

4 objectives, or 

put numbers 1-4 

by them.

Place 2: Natural Resources and Land Use 

How can the Town of Bolton protect its key natural resources while allowing 

development in appropriate areas? 

14

Revise the land use regulations pertaining to West Bolton to allow more 

development to occur in the existing style of the area, which has smaller lots 

and closer buildings than most of the rest of Bolton, and to reduce the 

regulatory burden currently faced by residents of the area. 
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