
 

 

 

May 2017            Email: boltongazette@gmavt.net                  Volume #5 Issue #5 

THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

Congratulations to the Bolton Planning commission  
The Vermont Planners Association recently announced the recipients of its 2017 planning awards, with 

the 2017 Citizen Board of the Year award being presented to the Town of Bolton Planning 

Commission at a reception in the Vermont Statehouse’s Cedar Creek Room on April 20th. Planning 

Commission members Jim Bralich, Deb Shelby and Rodney Pingree accepted the award on behalf of the 

Commission.   Chair Linda Baker, member Steve Barner, and Clerk Carol Devlin were unable to attend.                                                                                                          

         
Our Planning Commission was recognized by the Vermont Planners Association for “the outstanding 

community engagement process it led in connection with the 2017 Bolton Town Plan update. In the fall 

of 2015 the five commissioners, who collectively have over 100 years of service on the Bolton Planning 

Commission, began a rigorous community engagement process to solicit input for the Town Plan update. 

This process included numerous neighborhood meetings, a pizza party, a business forum, a senior forum, 

a children’s art contest, and a community survey. A neighborhood meeting was even held in a horse barn 

on Duxbury Road. Through these efforts, which have been highlighted several times on Vermont Public 

Radio and in local newspapers, the Commission was able to engage over ten percent of town residents 

and develop a vision statement, which was presented at Town Meeting Day and further revised based on 

community feedback. The Planning Commission spent the next eight months developing goals, objectives 

and action steps based on community input and invited community members back to prioritize a total of 

60 objectives. ‘The Planning Commission’s tireless efforts and commitment to public service, 

volunteerism, and community are certainly worthy of recognition,’ says Bolton Zoning Administrator 

Sarah McShane. ‘Without the support of full-time professional staff, the Planning Commission has 

actively engaged countless residents and highlighted the importance of community.’ ” 
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Phoebe Visits the  

Smilie school bell!  

PHoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

I was thinking about Green Up Day, and 

celebrating at Smilie School on Saturday, May 

6th!  Hmm…maybe I will visit after I help my 

humans Green Up our neighborhood and see if I 

can get a hot dog to eat!  But, thinking about the 

school made me think about schools in Bolton.  

Do you think we have always had just one 

school? Find out  in next month’s issue!   

WOOF! Woof!!  

Last month’s answer: In the whole state of 

Vermont, we  clean up 200 – 300 TONS of trash, 

and over 5,000 tires every year!  Wow!  Did you 

know that we clean up 13,087 miles of town 

roads, and that the state cleans up 2,707 miles of 

state highways? We do a great job helping to 

keep our state GREEN! 

 

 
 
 

        
         CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Have you registered your dog? 
If you have registered your dog, thank you!  If 

you have not, Vermont law requires that dogs be 

licensed annually by April 1st.   The current list 

of unregistered dogs has been turned over to the 

Town Constable for follow up.   

 

The Winner of the  
2018 Free Dog license! 

Congratulations to DIXIE (her humans are Paul 

& Joann Leclair), the winner of the free 2018 

Dog License, with our thanks for registering by 

the April 1st deadline! 

 
THE FINAL INSTALLMENT OF 

PROPERTY TAXES 

IS DUE ON MONDAY, MAY 15, 2017 

Reminder: late payments of the final installment 

of property taxes incur an immediate 8% late 

penalty and 1% interest and are turned over to 

the Delinquent Tax Collector for collection.  

There is no grace period.  May 15, 2017 

FEDERAL postmarks are accepted as on time. 

  

Unclaimed property in bolton! 
Did you know that…the Vermont State 

Treasurer’s Office continually tries to locate and 

return various forms of unclaimed financial 

property to the rightful owners or heirs?  Did you 

know that…currently there are 268 names on 

Bolton’s unclaimed property list?  Is your 

name on the list? To find out, contact the town 

office, the unclaimed property division at 1-800-

642-3101 or TRE.UnclaimedProperty@vermont.gov  

 
 

mailto:TRE.UnclaimedProperty@vermont.gov
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Planning a Building project this season? 
Spring is in the air and many of you are probably starting to think about 

projects that you would like to accomplish this summer.  If you are 

planning a project, now is the time to start inquiring and applying for any 

necessary zoning permits.  The Bolton Land Use & Development 

Regulations requires permits and approvals for development that 

involves: 

 New Buildings 

 Building Additions 

 Porches, decks, and similar 

structures 

 Ponds 

 Pools 

 Accessary Dwellings 

 Signs 

 Changes of Use 

 Projects that increase the 

building’s footprint or height 

 Projects that increase sewage 

need (i.e additional bedrooms) 

 Driveways 

 Major grading 

 

Many residential projects are eligible for administrataive approval from the Zoning 

Administrator, but if your project does not meet the required setbacks, or is located on steep 

slopes or in a riparian or wetlands buffer, it will likley need approval by the Bolton Development 

Review Board. 

 

A few things to keep in mind, the town’s zoning regulations do not require review and approval 

for the following: 

 The normal maintenance and repair of existing structures, utilities and infrastructure 

which does not result in any change to the footprint or height of a building, nor result 

in a change of use.  

 

 Up to two (2) accessory structures per lot, provided that each structure does not 

exceed eighty (80) square feet in floor area and 10 feet in height and meets all setback 

distances for the district in which it is located.     

 

If you have any question regarding whether or not a zoning permit is required, please feel free to 

reach out to me, Sarah McShane, Bolton Zoning Administrator at zoningbolton@gmavt.net or 

434-5075 x 225.  I am generally in the town office on Tuesdays, but can be reached throughout 

the week via email. 

 

Zoning permit applications and the zoning fee schedule can be found at 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

mailto:zoningbolton@gmavt.net
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why Forestry? 
For those of you who don’t know me 

already, my name is Ethan Tapper, and I 

am the Chittenden County Forester for the 

Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and 

Recreation. When asked what my job 

entails, I find that most people assume that 

I am some kind of a combination of Paul 

Bunyan and Smokey Bear. The truth is, 

while I would aspire to be as eminent a 

figure as either of those two giants, my job 

comes down to facilitating the relationship 

between humans and forests in this little 

(about 400,000 acre) county. To 

understand why this is important, let’s 

break the issue down into two questions: 

“why forestry?” and “why county 

foresters?” 

 

Why Forestry? 

To understand forestry, you must first try 

to wrap your head around the concept of 

“forests.” Forests support the growth of 

virtually all native forms of life in 

Vermont, and it would be an 

understatement to say that they are 

staggeringly complex systems. We all  

know that forests grow trees, but some fail 

to realize that they also grow an array of  

 

resources (lumber, firewood, and pulp for 

paper among many, many others) that 

virtually all humans use on a daily basis. 

The extraction and processing of these 

resources provide jobs for Vermonters and 

inject money into our state economy. The 

economic outputs from the harvest of 

timber also provides a means and an 

incentive for landowners to keep their 

forested land intact, growing trees and 

supporting healthy ecosystems.  

The niche that most foresters fit into, in 

the context of this hugely important 

industry and these hugely complex 

ecosystems, is in the extraction of these 

resources. Foresters are trained in the 

intricacies of forested ecosystems; how 

they work, and how to keep them healthy 

and productive. It is their job to figure out 

how to encourage the growth of healthy 

forests, often using harvesting as a 

technique for harvesting forest products 

while ensuring that the ecosystem they 

leave behind is healthy, beautiful and 

productive for generations to come.  

 

I am constantly communicating to 

landowners the fact that forests don’t need 

our management to be healthy. I follow 

this statement by saying how important 

the working landscape is to Vermont, 

culturally and economically, and the 

ancillary benefits that managed forests 

provide. Foresters are the people who 

strike the balance between the needs of 

humans and the needs of our ecosystems, 

so we do not have to choose between these 

two things.  

 

Why County Foresters? 

The office of County Forester in each  

county in Vermont were created in 1941. 

This office was established to support 

responsible forestry in our state after more 

than a century of clearcutting and 

extractive, degradative land management 

practices. At that time, Vermont was in the 

      continued next page    



May 2017                                                                                                      

page 5 

Why Forestry? (continued) 
 process of recovering and re-growing its 

native forest --- and establishing a new, 

more responsible land use ethic --- after 

being about 80% deforested in the mid-

1800’s. Today, County Foresters’ roles 

have expanded apace with our forest, 

which now covers just under 80% of our 

state. Broadly, we support the 

maintenance of healthy forested 

ecosystems and the practice of 

responsible, sustainable forest 

management, both in theory and in 

practice. Nested within these lofty 

objectives is our role as administrators of 

the Use Value Appraisal Program (often 

called “UVA” “Current Use” or “Land 

Use”) in our counties, the support of 

towns in their management of 

municipally-owned forest land, and 

education and outreach to the citizens of 

our counties, from non-landowners 

generally interested in sustainable land 

stewardship, to forest landowners who 

practice extensive forest management on 

large acreages.  I visit with landowners on 

1,000-acre forests and on half-acre lots, 

talking about, trees, forests, and how to 

“do the right thing” with regards to the 

forest. 

 

Perhaps now you have a better idea of who 

I am, and the role that foresters and 

County Foresters may already play in your 

lives. I look forward to meeting you all, 

and collaborating with you to see how we 

can keep the 

forests of 

Chittenden 

County as vibrant 

and beautiful as 

possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

What Sorts of 
Fun Activities, 
Events, Clubs, 
and Service 
Opportunities 
Would You 
Like to See in 
Bolton? 
The Bolton Community Club will explore 

and organize activities and opportunities 

that interest the members! Examples could 

include: 

 Talent Show 

 Game Night  

 Historical Society 

 Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

 Seasonal Community Celebrations 

 Fundraising for Worthy Causes 

(like the Bolton Senior Dinners!) 

 Craft Night 

 Pick-up Sports at Smilie or 

Wheeler Field 

If you are interested in any of the above, 

or have your own ideas that you would 

like to explore, please join the email list 

and/or come to our first meeting on May 

19, 6:30 PM in the Library at Smilie (let 

me know if you plan to attend in case 

there is a change in that meeting).  

 

I hope that there will be all sorts of 

different ways to participate, from 

organizing an event to performing, 

volunteering, or simply showing up and 

enjoying the show! 

 

Send your email address and ideas on how 

you would like to participate to Leslie 

Pelch at lesliepelch@gmail.com. 

 

 
 

 

mailto:lesliepelch@gmail.com
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 

Date: Thursday, May 25, 2017 

Time: 5 p.m.  

Place: Bolton Fire Station                    

Menu: To be announced, and it will be delicious! 

See you there! Doris Wheelock   434-3769 

 

Winooski River Floodplain Forest Presentation 
Interested in the health of the river corridor?   Like to recreate along the 

river? Wondering about our Floodplain Forest, or the Floodplain that 

your property is a part of and that that the river runs through?  Come to 

a presentation on Monday, May 8, 2017, 6-8 p.m. at Smilie Memorial School, 

where Arrowwood Environmental will share the news gathered from Bolton’s recent 

Floodplain Inventory.  Slide show, talk, and Q&A.  

Sponsored by the Bolton Conservation Commission.  

 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following 

month’s edition.  To OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color 

(help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net 

 
 

 
 
 

Wheeler field 
Easter egg hunt! 

It was the very informally 

organized Second Annual 

Wheeler Field Easter Egg 

Hunt on Saturday April 

15th! Most eggs had candy 

and a few had brussels 

sprouts!  

Photo credit: Ryan Farrell 

 

 
 

mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Smilie news        

The smilie Plant Sale is back for another year! 
Saturday, May 20th, 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Smilie Elementary School, Rain or Shine 

 

Thanks in part to the hard work of our Farm to School Intern Farm to School Intern 

Brianna O’Brien, we have started 5 kinds of 

tomatoes, a sweet and a jalapeno pepper, ground 

cherries (not up yet!) tomatillos and eggplant. The 

next round of planting will include broccoli, kale, 

cabbage, marigolds and basil. Come early, bring 

your friends! 

 

There will be breakfast treats and coffee available 

for sale. There will also be a bouncy house to keep your kids occupied while you pick 

out your plants. All profits from this sale will go to the SCA and the enrichment 

opportunities they provide to Smilie students.  Come support Smilie School and get your 

garden growing at the same time.  

 

Smilie Bottle Drive 
What: Bottle Drive for Smilie 4th Grade Students 

Why: To benefit the 4th Grade End of the Year Trip to Arbortrek 

When: Now through May 7th 

How and Where: Drop bottles of at the Lucky Spot in Richmond. 

(Let them know they are for Smilie) 

              Lucky spot will pay us $.07 per bottle)  

OR  
             Drop them off at Smilie in a dark plastic bag during school hours  

OR  
             Drop them off at the Smilie Green Up Day on Saturday, May 6th 

 
As part of our Smilie Cares, Shares and READS this year, we visited many countries 

around the world. Teachers and community members gave wonderful presentations about 

the following countries: Argentina, Africa, New Zealand, England, Poland, Costa 

Rica, Central America, Rainforest Countries, Brazil and Germany.  

 

                 
  continued next page    
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Jake Magnan, our Farm to School 

Coordinator, presented a taste test 

and a little education about maple 

syrup to our students recently. Jake 

asked the students what made 

syrup light and dark. There were 

several answers bantered about 

until one of our students said that it had to do with the time 

of the season, rather than the time you spend boiling it! 

      

Thank you all for helping to make our Artist in Residence Program Grand Finale a 

memorable one.  Your presence was appreciated. The students had a lot of fun writing 

songs that were integrated with the curriculum and singing them for an audience. The 

Preschoolers definitely did an outstanding job being up there with all of the other 

students, and without ever practicing! Many students (about 45) took advantage of the 

after school music exploration sessions that Buddy held.  

 

Vermont State Game Wardens Chad, Asa, and Jeremy came for an After School 

Enrichment tracking program sponsored by the SCA.  They asked students questions to 

gauge their knowledge about animals and their tracks, and students went outside to find 

and identify tracks around Smilie School. At the end, students were each awarded 

“JUNIOR GAME WARDEN” badges, which they all proudly wore. It was a great After 

School Enrichment program! 
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smilie news continued:  On Friday, April 7th, we had an evening to remember at the 

HEEHAW MUD SEASON dance.  The lights were flashing and the children were 

dancing! There were glow in the dark peepers with authentic “peeper sounds” to greet 

you as you entered the school, and a top rate D.J. named Julian Lyons,  prepared music 

and an amazing light show for everyone’s enjoyment. There were free healthy snacks for 

everyone, baked goods for sale, and a raffle for staff members. Many of us won a nice 

gift. I happily went home with a quart of maple syrup!  

 

 

 

Please remember that 

you are welcome to 

stop in and visit at the 

school at any time!  

Barbara Tomasi-Gay, 

Smilie Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

Town of Bolton Employment Opportunities! 
The town is seeking a part-time summer road crew person averaging 8 hours per week, 

and a part-time year round board clerk averaging 8 hours per month. See the job 

descriptions on the Town of Bolton website:http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/ 

 

Heads Up!  
The Green Mountain Bicycle Club will  again hold evening 

training rides in and around Bolton this summer.  Watch out for 

bikers on Thursday evening, May 25th on Route 2 in Bolton as 

they ride from Jonesville to Waterbury and back.   

 
 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
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CameL’s hump middLe sChooL news

Trout in the Classroom update: the CHMS 

trout are doing well! They have made it 

out of the egg stage, have eaten off their 

egg sacks, and are now swimming freely 

in the open water, relying upon humans to 

supply them with enough food to keep 

them healthy. Students are doing frequent 

water chemistry tests to make sure the 

trout environment is clean, and so far, so 

good! The trout will be released in late 

May/early June. 

 

 

Engineering club students worked hard on 

model bridges using only popsicle sticks, 

Elmer’s glue, toothpicks, and dental floss 

for a statewide bridge building 

competition on April 13th at Vermont 

Technical College. The competition 

promoted the study and application of 

physics and engineering and helped 

students develop “hands-on” skills. 

Participating students experienced what it 

was to be an engineer, designing structures 

to a set of specifications and then seeing 

them perform their function. Bridges were 

judged on aesthetics and originality of 

design, presentation, ultimate load 

carrying capacity, strength-to-weight ratio, 

and predicted failure point. 

 

 
 

In France, on April 1st, 

students spent the day 

trying to stick a paper 

fish to people's backs 

without them noticing-

-it is called Poisson 

d'avril.  Madame 

Twichell had fun with 

CHMS students 

playing this game 

during French class.  

 

CHMS Prosper 

sponsored a well-

attended family 

movie/lasagna dinner night on April 4 

featuring the epic space film, Star Wars - 

Rogue One. Many thanks to Rebecca 

Thompson and Leslie Johnson who were 

instrumental in organizing and preparing 

the delicious lasagna dinner.  This fun 

family event helped support the 

continuation of the PROSPER Program; a 

7 week program for 6th grade students and 

their families to assist both through the 

challenges of adolescence.   

 

Students at this time of year are rigorously 

tested on the new common core standards 

 

      continued next page    
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via the “Smarter Balance Assessment Consortium”. SBAC replaces the previously used 

NECAP standardized tests. For more information about SBAC, visit 

www.smarterbalanced.org. Upon completion of SBAC Testing, all CHMS students will be 

participating in the 3rd Annual Grand Prix! Teams will race tricycles through a challenging 

course in the school parking lot--last year’s event was well-received and a ton of fun! 

 

The next meeting of the Mount Mansfield Modified Union School Board is at 6:30 pm on 

Monday, May 1 at Camels Hump Middle School. The public is welcome and encouraged to 

attend. 

 

Thank you. 

Mark Carbone, Principal 

Camels Hump Middle School 

 
Bolton valley resort sold  

back to the Deslauriers family 
 

A group of local investors 

led by Ralph DesLauriers, 

his son, Evan 

DesLauriers, and 

daughter, Lindsay DesLauriers, closed on 

the purchase of Bolton Valley Resort on 

Friday, April 14, 2017.  Bolton Valley 

was founded by Ralph and his father 

Roland in 1966, who owned and operated 

the resort from its 1966 founding until 

1997.  Since then, the resort changed 

hands several times and until Friday, was 

owned by real estate developers Larry 

Williams and Doug Nedde. The purchase of the resort by DesLauriers and his partners 

brings the resort back full circle after 20 years. In addition to the DesLauriers’ 

management company, a group of local investors came together to raise the money 

necessary to purchase the resort. 

Read more about the sale of Bolton Valley to the Deslauriers family on the Bolton Valley 

website:  http://www.boltonvalley.com/about-us/press-room/deslauriers-family-local-

investors-buy-bolton-valley-ski-resort-96 

Photo credit: Bolton Valley Resort 

 

 

 

 

http://www.smarterbalanced.org/
http://www.boltonvalley.com/about-us/press-room/deslauriers-family-local-investors-buy-bolton-valley-ski-resort-96
http://www.boltonvalley.com/about-us/press-room/deslauriers-family-local-investors-buy-bolton-valley-ski-resort-96
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Congratulations to Alison bechdel 
 

 

Congratulations to West Bolton resident, Alison 

Bechdel who was appointed Vermont's third 

cartoonist laureate, and was honored at the Statehouse 

in April! Alison published "Fun Home," in 2006, 

which depicts her time growing up in Pennsylvania. A 

musical based on the book won five Tonys.  In 2014, 

Alison was awarded a MacArthur Genius Grant, 

which honors people who show "exceptional 

creativity" in their work.  Wow!  We are honored to 

be able to count Alison as one of our own! 

 

 

 

Reminder - Green Up Day is right around the corner! 
 

What:  GREEN UP DAY 2017  

When:  Saturday, May 6, 2017 

Where: Pick up designated Green-Up Bags at the Town Office 

(outside in the plastic bin 24/7), the Bolton Store or Smilie 

School prior to May 6.  

Pick up roadside litter and leave full Green-Up Bags and other 

bulky items along the roadside for the Town Highway 

Crew to pick up or bring the waste to the Town Garage. If 

you want to transport any collected material yourself, 

please drop it off at the Town Garage. 

Pick up Smilie School grounds – The Smilie Community 

Association is holding their annual Smilie School Clean-Up Day from 9:00 to 12:00. 

Grab a rake, come on down and help beautify Smilie!   

Pick up lunch, chat with neighbors, and listen to some live music at Smilie School 11:30 

to 2:00  

Why:  To help keep Bolton beautiful and foster our community spirit.  

Note:  If you come upon a pile of debris too large to clean up, please let the Town Office know 

about it so that we can send out a special ops team to take care of it at a later date. 

Burgers and 

dogs to eat…       

a band to keep 

the beat… 

getting roadside 

litter off the 

street! 
 

                   ~~~   Thanks for Pitching In to Help Keep Bolton Beautiful   ~~~ 

 



may 2017                                                                                                      page 13 

 
the COMMUNITY SENIOR CENTER OF BOLTON, RICHMOND & HUNTINGTON 

The Community Senior Center’s (CSC) purpose is to help seniors actively fulfill 

opportunities for personal fulfillment, new adventures, relations and experiences and to 

combat isolation: 

 
 Connect with neighbors & new friends 

 Improve fitness for a healthier lifestyle 

 Explore our area’s natural beauty 

 Develop creative skills and new hobbies 

 Learn more about our area and our world 

 

Currently, CSC offers a wide range of activities for seniors.  Bolton seniors are welcome 

at these activities and carpooling is an option!  In addition, the CSC has begun 

working with Bolton residents to organize activities in Bolton.   

 

In keeping with the CSC’s main goal, the following programs help seniors avoid 

unnecessary isolation and enjoy a richer, healthier and more rewarding lifestyle.  Current 

activities cover a wide-range of interests and abilities: 
 Games:  bridge, cribbage, mah-jong, croquet and golf 

 Explore & Enjoy the Outdoors:  nature hiking, Nordic walking, kayaking and history walks 

 Improve Flexibility & Wellness:  Pickle Ball, yoga, and Bone Builders (an osteoporosis 

prevention and reversal program) 

 Creative Skills and Learning:  wood turning, rug hooking, knitting, German, French, adult 

coloring, and classes/lectures (e.g., transition to retirement, genealogy, memoir writing, identity 

theft protection, travel) 

 Tours of businesses and gardens 

 Field trips 

 

CSC depends on volunteers to organize activities and make them happen.  New ideas are 

welcome!  If you are interested, contact either Carol or Martha. Volunteers are also 

needed for rides and organizing carpools.  If you’d like to organize an event or can help 

with driving, please get involved. 

 

Copies of the CSC brochure or May activities list are available in the Town Office.  

Contact: Carol Devlin, Bolton Town Office at 434-3064 ext. 221 or 

assistbolton@gmavt.net. 

 

For more information: join the email list:  rcsc@gmavt.net; visit the website:  cscvt.org or 

Facebook:  cscrichmondvt or contact Martha Nye at martha3@gmavt.net 434-3220. 

 

mailto:assistbolton@gmavt.net
mailto:rcsc@gmavt.net
mailto:martha3@gmavt.net

