
 

december 2016    Email: boltongazette@gmavt.net           Volume #4 Issue #12 
 

   
 

Bolton valley’s 50th anniversary! 
Bolton Valley first opened with lift served 

skiing in 1966 and this season marks the 50
th

 

Anniversary of that opening. The mountain will 

be celebrating all season long with events, 

promotions, parties and more. 50 years ago the 

ski area was founded with a focus on families 

and creating a community where all lodging and 

base area amenities were just a short walk to the 

lifts. That same spirit lives on today at Bolton 

Valley. 

 
 
 

Bolton valley story  
continued on page 7 
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Winter breakfast & holiday 
market at Smilie School 

Come to Smilie School on Saturday, 

December 10
th

, 8 – 11 a.m. and get in the 

holiday spirit! There will be free pictures 

with Santa, arts and crafts activities, a 

Children’s Gift Fair, a raffle, and a delicious 

breakfast served.   

 

This year’s raffle has some amazing BIG 

TICKET ITEMS including: two All-Access 

lift tickets to Bolton Valley Resort, a 

recliner from Wendell's Furniture, a Robot 

from Greensea Systems, a two-hour family 

photo session with Boulders and Bears 

Photography, a 60 minute massage from 

Lotus Mountain Massage, Artwork from 

Natasha Bogar, a Keurig 2.0 brewing 

system, a Vermont Teddy Bear, and more! 

 

Invite your friends, family, and neighbors 

and help celebrate the holiday season with 

your community. All proceeds from this 

event benefit Smilie students and the Bolton 

community through the Smilie Community 

Association; bringing enrichment to the 

Bolton Community.  This event is open to 

the public. 
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 Clerk’s Corner Continued page  6   

   

Phoebe At the edge of the forest 

phoeBe’s kids’ question  

of the month! 

I just love that I have so many places to walk, and 

sniff and explore in Bolton with my humans!  I’ve 

noticed that most of the time when I’m exploring, 

I’m in the forest – on the Long Trail, at Preston 

Pond, down by the Winooski River, and up at 

Bolton Valley. That made me start to wonder how 

much of Bolton is forested?  What do you think? 

Do you think it is the same amount as many years 

ago?  Find out in next month’s issue! 

WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer:  Did you guess what the 

something special is that is happening at Bolton 

Valley Resort this winter?  If you guessed that 

Bolton Valley is celebrating their 50
th
 Anniversary, 

you were right! Happy 50
th
 Anniversary Bolton 

Valley, and here’s to the next 50 years!  Read more 

about Bolton Valley’s 50
th
 Anniversary beginning 

on the first page! 

 

 
 
 

        
       Clerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Mark your calendar for  
town meeting 2017! 

Town Meeting 2017 will be held on Monday 

evening, March 6, 2017 followed by Australian 

Ballot voting on Tuesday, March 7, 2017. 

 

The following Town Office Positions are open 

for Election/Re-election in March 2017: 

 

Town Moderator – one year term 

Town Constable – one year term 

Delinquent Tax Collector – one year term 

Grand Juror – one year term 

Town Agent – one year term 

Select Board – three year term 

Select Board – two year term 

Town Clerk – 3 year term 

Town Treasurer – 3 year term 

 

January 30, 2017, is the deadline to submit 

petitions to run for                  town offices, 

which are voted by Australian ballot.  Petitions 

must be submitted to the town office by 5 p.m. 

on that date. We are happy to provide petitions 

and candidate consent forms, just contact the 

town office. 
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smilie school news 
 

Did you know that the sun makes up 98.8 percent of the entire mass of our solar system? 

And that over 1,000,000 (1 million) Earths could fit inside it?  Third and fourth graders at 

Smilie have been studying the solar system. We have been gathering information to help 

us write reports on the planets (including figuring out what our ages and weights would be 

if we visited them) and are keeping track of the phases that our own moon goes through 

each month. We started this on the day of the first “Supermoon” since 1948.  The next one 

won’t occur until 2034!  We began our unit with a “planet walk” so we could get an idea 

of the size of our own solar system. We positioned our basketball “sun” at the edge of the 

school’s driveway, right at the edge of Route 7 and started walking towards the Bolton 

potholes.  We got as far as Jupiter before we ran out of space.  At that scale, Earth was the 

size of a marble and mercury was the size of a peppercorn! When you consider that our 

solar system is one of billions in our own galaxy and that there are billions of galaxies in 

the universe, the idea of the size of the universe becomes hard to imagine.  The next time 

you’re outside on a clear night, look up at the stars. Every one that you see is a part of our 

galaxy and each one could have its own system of planets. Hmmmm. 

 
 

We Need Your Returnable Cans and Bottles!!!!  

The Smilie 4th graders are raising money for our end of the year trip. This 

year we’re hoping to go to Arbortrek or to the Montshire Museum.  We’d love 

to take your clean, empty returnable bottles and cans off your hands.  

Donations can be brought Smilie School.  Thanks for your support! 
 

 

                                                             Smilie school news continued next page  
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Knowing that the Presidential Election was taking place on Tuesday, November 8
th

, 

students in grades 3 & 4 brainstormed lists of character traits that would make a person a 

good leader  With those traits in mind, students looked through several picture books and 

chose characters they felt demonstrated those qualities.  They wrote opinion pieces using 

evidence from the books to support their choices.  The students then shared those writing 

pieces with each other, discussed them, and narrowed the nominees down to two 

characters. Nominated were Piggy from the Elephant and Piggie series by Mo Willems, 

and Grace from the book Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman.  During the following 

weeks, students in grades K – 2 also brainstormed lists of good leadership traits.  We read 

the books aloud, discussed the characters, and how the characters demonstrated 

leadership qualities.  On Friday, November 18
th

, the students in grades K – 4 voted for 

the character they thought would be the best leader during a mock Presidential Election.  

The winner was Piggie.  These activities provided opportunities for students to have a 

respectful discussion, support their points of view with evidence, and learn about the 

importance of voting.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                                                                              



december 2016                                                                                                 page 5 
 
Dear Bolton Voters, 

 

Thank you for your support of my reelection to the Vermont Senate. Your confidence in 

my work to represent you is greatly appreciated.  Critical challenges face us during the 

coming legislative session. These include cost of living related to health care, education, 

good jobs, and energy, and the environment.  I will continue to take a balanced approach, 

to use common sense, and collaboration when finding solutions to problems facing our 

County. I look forward to working on many issues critical to our welfare and sense of 

community.  Thank you again. Please stay engaged in civic activities and contact me with 

your comments, concerns, and questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

Senator Ginny Lyons 

vlyons@leg,.state.vt.us 

 

Senior Holiday Gift Baskets 
Accepting donations until December 16th 

 

 

 
 

mailto:vlyons@leg,.state.vt.us
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Clerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club Holiday Gathering 
Please note: the combined November/December Gathering was held on 

December 1
st
 – see you in January 2017! 

 

            A Great Christmas gift Idea! 
Stop by the town office to pick up a copy of “A TASTE OF WEST 

BOLTON” cookbook created by West Bolton resident Bradlee Westie for 

only $11. Jam-packed with wonderful stories and delicious recipes! 

 

Property Taxes 
Thank you to all of the Bolton property owners who paid the second installment of 

property taxes that were due on November 15
th

.  Your prompt payments help the town to 

meet its financial obligations!  Please note: 1% interest is applied monthly on any unpaid 

principal balance. The third property tax installment due date is February 15, 2017. 

November election wrap-up 
We saw a very large voter turnout here in Bolton for the 

November 8
th

 General Election - 683 voters cast their 

ballots, nearly 70% of the voter checklist. Surprisingly, 

looking back, the percentage of participation was very 

similar to 2004, 2008, and 2012, which all saw nearly 70% 

voter turn-out as well. We thought that this year’s turnout was a record turnout, and it 

was, by the numbers of ballots cast, but not by the percentage of voters participating. 

 

Congratulations and thank you to Bolton’s re-elected Justices of the Peace: Brenda 

McKeown, Paula Gervia, Rich Reid, and John Devine, and to Bolton’s newly elected 

Justice of the Peace, Brittany LaBerge. 

Staffing the polls and counting the 683 votes (that was 12,294 tally marks!) would have 

been impossible without our large number of volunteers who made those daunting tasks 

very manageable. Thank you to all the voters who participated, and to all of our poll and 

election workers; Carol, Paula, Brenda, Jen, Josh, Gene, Sharon, Rich, John D, Ali, Amy 

F-C, Amy L, Andrew, Bob, Brittany, Chrissy, Deb, Gary, Hilary, John C, John D #2, 

Kathy, Linde, Mary-Ellen, Mike, Maureen, Patricia, Peter, & Tim. 

We also want to thank our representatives Tom Stevens and Theresa Wood who stopped 

by the polls to wish us well and show their support. 

If you are interested in seeing election results from Bolton, you can view complete results 

on the Secretary of State’s website: https://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx 

https://www.sec.state.vt.us/elections.aspx
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Bolton valley’s 50th Anniversary – continued from page 1 
 
Pre-1966 Skiing at Bolton Valley 

While the first lift didn’t spin until 1966, people were skiing at Bolton Valley well before 

that. In the 1920’s, avid skier and hiker Edward Bryant realized the potential for Bolton’s 

horseshoe shaped valley, high elevation and bountiful annual snowfall. In 1922, he 

purchased 10,000 acres of land in Bolton Valley with the vision of attracting other skiers 

to the area. Bryant’s new venture gained popularity over the years and drew a variety of 

groups to the mountain.  

 

World War Two understandably slowed the plans for Bryant’s dream, and in the early 

1950s, he became ill and died without seeing his vision for Bolton truly develop. 

 

Lift Served Skiing at Bolton Valley Opens 

In the 1960s the State of Vermont began to construct Interstate 89 to connect Burlington 

with the state capital in Montpelier. When the state forced local farmer Roland 

DesLauriers to abandon part of his land to make room for the freeway, DesLauriers 

literally sold the family farm and used the money to purchase 8,000 acres in Bolton. 

 

At first his plan was to use the land for logging, but his son Ralph shared Bryant’s vision 

for a ski area in the valley, and in the summer of 1965, planning and construction began.  

Nine trails and three lift lines were cut on what is now the Wilderness area. In 1966, a 

base lodge, small hotel, ski shop and chairlifts followed suit. On Christmas Eve of that 

year, Bolton Valley opened to the public.  

 

The hotel at the base area was one of the first slopeside hotels ever constructed. The 

walkable village was designed so guests didn’t need to use their car until it was time to 

go home. DesLauriers also focused on what he saw as an underserved market; local 

families. While neighboring mountains were focused on marketing challenging, steep 

terrain to expert skiers, DesLauriers focused on providing family friendly amenities such 

as an on-site nursery, and growing the After School Program to introduce local kids to 

skiing. 

 

Bolton Today 

In 2007, Doug Nedde and Larry Williams became owners of the resort. The pair have 

focused on many of the same attributes that made Bolton Valley successful in the first 

place. The After School Program is still very popular and the walkable base village with 

ski in, ski out lodging continues to provide hassle free days on the mountain for families. 
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need proof of Bolton residency? 
Without our own town of Bolton Post Office, many of us have experienced that 

frustration of trying to explain or prove that you ARE indeed a resident of 

Bolton, even although your zip code or mailing address shows Waterbury, 

or Richmond, or Jericho, or even Jonesville!  If you need proof of 

residency, contact the town office - we can provide you with a copy of 

your voter registration certificate that will show Bolton as your legal 

address, in addition to your mailing address. 

 

Town report cover 
The town is seeking great ideas and/or photographs and/or artwork for the cover of the 

Town Report! Do you have a wonderful photograph that depicts our town and who we 

are?  Or artwork?  Or do you have a great idea for cover? Contact the town office with 

your ideas, or email your photos or scans of your artwork to: clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

             
 

Past Town Report Covers 

 

 
 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15

th
 of the month for the following month’s 

edition.  Your submissions of any type and in any format are more than welcome!!! To OPT IN to 

receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and postage 

costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

 

 

mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net

