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Bolton Green-Up Day Celebration 
Free Lunch Live Music Roadside Litter 

Saturday, May 6, 2017, 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Smilie Elementary School   
 

As a thank you to all the fine people of Bolton for pitching in to help keep our roadsides clean 

and green, we’re saying thank you by celebrating with free hamburgers and hotdogs while 

listening to the music of the Bolton’s own Woodstack 

 
 

 
 

Burgers and dogs to eat A band to keep the beat Getting roadside litter off the street 
 

~~~   Thanks for Pitching In to Help Keep Bolton Beautiful   ~~~ 

See more about Bolton’s Green Up Day 2017 on page 5! 
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Phoebe is getting ready to “Take a 

green bag out for a waLk!”  

Phoebe’s kids’ quesTion  

of the month! 

Green Up Day 2017 is coming! It is always the 

first Saturday in May, so that will be May 6
th

 

this year.  I can’t wait to “take a green bag out 

for a walk” with my humans to “Green Up” and 

help make Bolton a little cleaner & greener! 

Last year we cleaned up 944 pounds of trash 

and 1060 pounds of tires in Bolton. Can you 

guess how many pounds of trash and tires we 

usually clean up in the whole state of VT? Find 

out in next month’s issue!   WOOF! Woof!!        

Last month’s answer: The special trail I was 

exploring is actually TWO trails – the 

Catamount Ski Trail and the VAST Trail! They 

are only here in the winter because you need 

snow to use your skis or your snowmobile on 

them!  In Bolton, there is a spot where these two 

trails share the land. Find out more about these 

trails at http://catamounttrail.org/ and 

http://vtvast.org/  

 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Have you registered your dog? 
If you have registered your dog, thank you!  If you 

have not, Vermont law requires that dogs be 

licensed annually by April 1
st
.   The fee is $12 and 

requires proof of current rabies.  If you have not 

registered your dog, expect a reminder phone call. 

We are happy to issue licenses by mail.  Every dog 

registered by April 1
st
 will be entered into the 

drawing to win a free 2018 license!  We will 

announce the winner in the May Gazette, and post 

it on the town’s Facebook page on April 3
rd

. 

 

 
Thank you To emma’s foundation 

for canine cancer 
Thank you to Emma’s Foundation for Canine 

Cancer for providing multiple pet resuscitation 

masks for the Bolton Fire Department. We 

appreciate the generous gift to our town. 

  

Bear alert! 
Bears will soon be coming out of their winter dens 

in search of food. We had numerous hungry bears 

on the prowl in Bolton last spring. The VT Fish and 

Wildlife Department is advising residents (by April 

1
st
) to: take down birdfeeders (bears love suet and 

sunflower seeds) secure your outdoor; grills, trash, 

and pet food, AND to keep chicks and honey bees 

secure with an electric fence or other bear proof 

enclosure. Please help to avoid attracting bears to 

your property by taking these steps. Find out more: 
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/learn_more/living_with_wil

dlife/bear_aware/living_with_black_bears_faqs/  

 

http://catamounttrail.org/
http://vtvast.org/
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/learn_more/living_with_wildlife/bear_aware/living_with_black_bears_faqs/
http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/learn_more/living_with_wildlife/bear_aware/living_with_black_bears_faqs/
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smilie school news 
On March 7

th
, students at Smilie School celebrated our 100th Day of School! Classrooms enjoyed 

working on activities involving the number 100. We challenged the students to create:  

                100 Reasons Why We Love Smilie School 

                                                  100 Facts about Countries Around the World 

                                                        100 Ways to Be Kind to One Another 

 

                                               
 

  

                                
             

     

The big news, of course, has been the deep snow everywhere around our school. Our custodian, Deb 

Andrews and her assistant, Brittany Spence, did a tremendous job with snow removal during Stella! 

            
 

                                                                          
 
 
                                                                                 

 

                                                                 

Smilie 

School 

News 

continued 

next page! 
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Students have loved getting out in the deep snow to make paths on the playground! 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are very excited to have an Artist in 

Residency Program for four weeks. Our 

Smilie Community Association (SCA) is funding this worthwhile project.  Our artist is 

Mr. Buddy Dubay, who will be working with each of our classes to create unique songs 

that are integrated with our units of study in writing, social studies and science. Parents 

will be invited to a final celebration of these songs on Thursday, 

April 6, at 6:00 p.m. in the Smilie Gymnasium. Please join us!   
 

Recently our water pump in our well had to be repaired. We were 

on bottled water for a few days. I’d like to give special thanks to a few of our kind 

community members: Chuck Rooney, Mike Gervia and Amy Grover. Once Chuck and 

Mike heard that we needed water, they sprang into action. Thanks for the bottled water, 

Chuck! Thanks for the water cooler stand from the Fire Station, Mike! And thank you, 

Amy, for the large blue bottles of water! Everything has been fixed and we now have our 

well water back! Students were happy to write their 

names on their cups to re-use during the day.  
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Green Up Day Information 
What:  GREEN UP DAY 2017  

When:  Saturday, May 6, 2017. 

Where: Pick up designated Green-Up Bags at the Town Office prior 

to May 6.  

Pick up roadside litter and leave full Green-Up Bags and other 

bulky items along the roadside for the Town Highway 

Crew to pick up or bring the waste to the Town Garage. If 

you want to transport any collected material yourself, 

please drop it off at the Town Garage. 

Pick up Smilie School grounds – The Smilie Community 

Association is holding their annual Smilie School Clean-

Up Day from 9:00 to 12:00. Grab a rake, come on down and help beautify Smilie!   

Pick up lunch, chat with neighbors, and listen to some live music at Smilie School 11:30 

to 2:00  

Why:  To help keep Bolton beautiful and foster our community spirit.  

Note:  If you come upon a pile of debris too large to clean up, please let the Town Office know 

about it so that we can send out a special ops team to take care of it at a later date. 

 

The Litter Of The Present Is Not The Litter Of The Past. 
Due to its dangerous nature, Green Up Day volunteers while Greening Up are absolutely not to 

touch or pick up any discarded needles or suspicious items such as propane tanks, common 

household containers (bleach, laundry detergent, etc.) in un-common quantities. Instead, they are 

to tell their Town Coordinator (Tony Barbagallo) the location of items, even if just a single 

needle.  We are advising all Town Coordinators to also not touch these items.  They are to notify 

their town officials -- Town Clerks, Select Boards, who are to then notify appropriate people 

trained in proper cleanup of hazardous waste. The above is the official position of our Green Up 

Vermont                       organization as determined by its Board of Directors. 

 

When the snow has turned to water  

And the leaves bud on the trees 

The trash along our roadsides 

Can be an ugly thing to see 

  

That’s when Vermonters gather 

Picking litter for a day 

To keep our byways beautiful 

Because it’s the Vermont way  

 

We don’t Adopt-a-Highway 

As does every other state 

Instead it’s up to each of us 

To pick up our winter waste 

 

So help keep Bolton pretty 

Come on out and lend a hand 

Cleaning up our roadsides 

Removing litter from our land 

 

Get your green bags at the Office 

Take a walk and fill them up 

Leave the full bags on the roadside 

For the Town crew to pick-up 

 

Then head down to the School 

And grab something to eat 

There’s a band to keep the beat up  

Come down and tap your feet 

 

So please mark your calendars 

May 6
th

 is the date 

If you just pitch in for an hour 

We’ll all have a greener State 

By Tony Barbagallo, Bolton Green Up Day 

Coordinator
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 
Date: Thursday, April 27, 2017  

Time: 5 p.m. 

Place: Bolton Fire Station                    

Menu: Baked Ham, Macaroni & Cheese, Green Beans, Rolls & 

Butter, Cake and Special Easter Treats! 

See you there! Doris Wheelock   434-3769 

 

last reminder for the Wheeler trust 
scholarships and 

the town of Bolton scholarship! 
This is the last reminder that the Wheeler Trust Scholarship 

application deadline is April 30
th
. Overseen by the Board of Civil 

Authority, the Wheeler Trust Scholarship annually awards funds to two – five full time college 

students from Bolton.  For the last several years, the numbers of applicants has far exceeded the 

number of scholarships available, and awarding the scholarships has been very challenging given 

the large number of highly qualified and deserving applicants.  Unfortunately, the BCA is bound 

by the rules of the Wheeler Trust, and cannot award more than five scholarships, making the 

process very competitive.  See the town website or call the Town Office for the full guidelines on 

applying. 

 

In addition to the Wheeler Trust Scholarships, the Town of Bolton will also be awarding one 

scholarship, up to $1,300, this year and for the next two years.  This is being funded by a 

scholarship donation that was made to the town several years ago.  The Board of Civil Authority 

will utilize the Wheeler Trust standards/application form to determine the recipient, and all 

Wheeler Trust applicants will also be considered for the Town of Bolton scholarship.  Applicants 

will be eligible to receive only one scholarship per year. 

 

THE FINAL INSTALLMENT OF PROPERTY TAXES 

IS DUE ON MONDAY, MAY 15, 2017 
Reminder: late payments of the final installment of property taxes incur an immediate 8% late 

penalty + 1% interest and are turned over to the Delinquent Tax Collector for collection.  There is 

no grace period.  May 15, 2017 FEDERAL (not meter) postmarks are accepted as on time. 

 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15

th
 of the month for the next month’s edition.  To 

OPT IN to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper 

and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net. 

We welcome all submissions, in any format: stories, news, events, art, poetry, photographs.  Drop 

submissions at the town office or, you’ve got it, email them to boltongazette@gmavt.net! 

  

 
 

mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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CameL’s hump middLe sChooL news  
 
 

Congratulations to Jacob Laird, who represented CHMS at the 
Vermont state Geographic Bee. After victory in the CHMS Geo Bee, 

Jacob performed well enough on the written exam to progress to the state round. 
 

And congratulations to Ben Weinstein, who represented 
CHMS for the third time at the Vermont state Spelling Bee at 
St. Michael's College. After going head-to-head for several 
rounds with eventual runner-up Mckayla Webb, Ben 
successfully spelled conflagration and allegiance for the win.  
 

Due to the incredible amount of snow, we were two days late 
celebrating Pi Day. Pi Day is celebrated on March 14th (3/14) 
around the world. Pi (Greek letter “π”) is the symbol used in 
mathematics to represent a constant—the ratio of the 
circumference of a circle to its diameter—which is 
approximately 3.14159. At CHMS, we celebrated Pi Day with 
pizza pie and whoopie pies for lunch. At the end of the day, 
all CHMS students lined up with a number of Pi….to 327 
digits!  

CHMS engineering club members have been hard at work 
designing and constructing popsicle stick bridges for the 
upcoming Bridge Building Competition hosted by 
Vermont Technical College. Working in teams, the 
students are charged with researching, designing, and 
building their bridges under a strict set of competition 
specifications. Almost entirely student-run, the contest 
provides an excellent opportunity for collaboration while 
providing a showcase for an impressive showing of middle 
school ingenuity. These bridges are BIG!  With a clear 
span of one full meter, these aren't your basic miniature 
balsa wood bridges. Teams will use several mathematical 
tools to estimate their bridge's carrying capacity and 
strength to weight ratio and will then submit their bridge 

to mechanical testing to determine its failure point. CHMS has three teams attending 
the competition. Wish us luck!    
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We are excited to have a CHMS team for the Middle School March Madness (MSMM) 
Volleyball Season/Program. We are joining a program with other schools that is already 
in its third season, and growing in size each year.  The month long program offers 
students daily volleyball practice after school with round robin games each Wednesday 
with other participating schools. The season will culminate with a jamboree the first 
week of April. 
 

The school’s greenhouse is host to 1,000 onion sets and over 200 spinach and lettuce 
seedlings. We are hoping for this fresh produce to be ready for student consumption by  
the end of April/beginning of May. We are always looking for 
volunteers to help with the CHMS community garden. If you are interested, please 
contact me by calling 434-2188. 
 

The next meeting of the Mount Mansfield Modified Union School Board is at 6:30 pm on 
April 3, 2017 at Camels Hump Middle School. The public is invited and encouraged to 
attend. 
 

Thank you. 
Mark Carbone, Principal 
 

                          Route 2 Bridge Over  
Snipe Island Brook in Richmond to  

Close for Four Weeks in June and July 2017 

  

The US Route 2 Bridge over Snipe Island Brook (next to Snipe 

Ireland Road in Richmond) west of Jonesville will be closed for four weeks this summer. 

Motorists will be detoured onto I-89 (i.e. from Bolton traveling west, the “official detour” 

would be back to I- 89 in Waterbury). Pedestrians and bicyclists will be detoured onto 

Cochran Road.  The Vermont Agency of Transportation expects to close the bridge in 

mid-late June, after school is on summer break. 

  

A public meeting to discuss the project will be held Wednesday, May 17, at 6:30 p.m. at 

the Richmond Public Library, 201 Bridge Street. To have your name added to a mailing 

list to get email updates on the project, contact Jill Barrett. 

email: jbarrett@fhiplan.com or call 802-272-1248. 

 

Do You Have A Loved One Experiencing Mental Illness? 

Access resources, classes, and support – help is available for parents, siblings, spouses, teenage 

and adult children and significant others of persons with mental illness.  Contact NAMI Vermont 

at 802-876-7949 or visit:  http://namivt.org 

 

mailto:jbarrett@fhiplan.com
tel:802-876-7949
http://namivt.org/
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Goodbye Stella! 
“Stella” has come and gone, leaving behind snowfall 

amounts for the record books – we measured 36.5 

inches here at the Town Office, with an incredible 58 

inches recorded up at Bolton Valley! No one knows 

better than our rockin’ road crew how pummeled 

Bolton was by Stella! Our hats off and thanks to Eric, 

Corky, and Dan for their many, many, hours spent 

plowing with one hand tied behind their backs (the ‘05 International broke down and 

needed to be towed at the height of the storm), and a shout out to Gene Armstrong, Mike 

Gervia, & Bill Atwood for their assistance, to the Jericho and Richmond road crews for 

their help with plowing, & to Clark’s for the loaner truck! Thank you all! 

 

Historic Bryant camp restoration complete! 
After many years of use and neglect, the collaborative efforts of 

the Green Mountain Club, the Friends of Bolton Valley Nordic 

& Backcountry, the Vermont Land Trust, the Catamount Trail 

Association, and the VT Department of Forests, Parks, and 

Recreation have resulted in the completed restoration of Bryant 

Camp – reviving its role in the rich hiking and skiing traditions 

of Bolton Valley.  A celebration & ribbon cutting ceremony 

were held on a cold January day, with GMC President John 

Page doing the ribbon cutting honors. 

 

In 1922 Edward S. Bryant purchased 4,000 acres of land in the Joiner 

Brook drainage, and constructed ski trails and three cabins to lodge his 

skiing friends and guests.  Bryant’s friend and skiing legend Otto Schneibs 

cut many of the ski trails, which may have been among the first alpine ski 

trails in Vermont. Bryant Camp was one of three cabins built, and was 

known as the “Upper Camp” -  the only one of the three cabins remaining.  

 

Renovated and outfitted with a new wood stove, chimney, woodshed and a 

state of the art backcountry privy, and maintained by the Green Mountain 

Club, Bryant Camp is now open for public use and has already welcomed numerous 

overnight guests, including the MMU High School Outing Club!  Reserve an overnight, 

or find out more about Bryant Camp at: 

 https://www.greenmountainclub.org/about/gmc-rental-cabins/ 

  

https://www.greenmountainclub.org/about/gmc-rental-cabins/

