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                                                                                   Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Minutes 

June 5, 2017 

 

Board members present: Gene Armstrong, Josh Arneson, Jen Dudley-Gaillard, Chair, Ron Lafreniere, Sharon Murray  

Board members absent: None  

Also present: Eric Andrews, Duncan Galbraith, Sarah Reeves, CWSD General Manager 

Acting Clerk: Sharon Murray  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:46 p.m. by Jen with a quorum of 5 members present. 

2. Additions or deletions to the agenda:  

Additions to the Agenda: 

 CCRPC appointments: Representative and alternate, CWAC and TAC representatives  

 CCRPC Municipal Roads Grants-in Aid Pilot Grant  

 CCRPC Energy Planning Guidance Memo 

Deletions to the Agenda: 

 None 

3. Public comment: none. 

4. Recurring Business: 

 Minutes May 22, 2017: Josh made the motion “to approve the May 22, 2017 minutes as presented.” Sharon 

seconded; Ron abstained.  There was no further discussion.  Four were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

 Warrants: Signed. Jen to follow-up with Amy regarding deposit on shed. 

 Financial Reports: Dispersed – expenditures, revenue, legal services. Jen noted that the end of the fiscal year 

is near, and we’ve reached or exceeded several budgeted line items, though most have been offset by 

additional revenue, including grants.  Overall the year should end within the approved budget.  The board 

discussed working with the new accounting firm, post-audit, to set up accounts to generate monthly fund 

balance reports.   

5. Communications: none. 

6. Appointments: 

1. 6:00 p.m. CSWD Representative – FY18 budget and Community Clean Up Fund: 

 Sarah Reeves, General Manager for the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CWSD), presented the 

proposed FY18 CWSD budget for Select Board approval. District uses full-cost accounting. 

 CWSD remains financially sound; solid revenues this year – a number of markets for materials have 

rebounded.  Markets vary, are tracked globally (e.g., China, Middle East, Eastern Europe). 

 Proposed FY18 budget: $11,282,932 in revenues, $10,525,152 in expenses (9% increase), with 

difference going to rate stabilization and capital reserve funds.  Increase due largely to increase in 

personnel costs, particularly health insurance.  Employee contributions to increase. 

 No community assessment or increase in SWM fees in FY18 – rates subsidized through 5-year rate 

stabilization reserve fund.  Some business fee increases; will also assess a compost fee at drop-off 

centers for organics that are dropped off separately from other trash, recyclables. 

 Aging (25+ year) infrastructure – will be evaluating needed capital improvements, including equipment 

upgrades, over next five years.  Capital reserve funds to be used to offset expense, limit borrowing. 

 Sharon made the motion “to approve the FY18 CWSD budget as presented.”  Gene seconded. All were 

in favor, motion passed (5-0). 

 Sharon asked about the ban on black plastic at recycling centers.  There is no market for this–CSWD 

has reached out to local businesses to use alternatives. 

 CSWD Community Cleanup Fund: Bolton as a member is allocated $500/year up to $2,500 for town 

use.  Currently the full amount is available.  Sarah provided information on allowed uses, also available 

on the CSWD website. 
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 Jen asked if fund could be used to clean up damaged or abandoned properties in town.  Yes, for work on 

foreclosed, town-owned properties.  Duncan indicated there may be other eligible projects in town. 

CSWD Fund Contact:  Marg Keogh – can answer questions regarding use of fund.    

2. 6:15 p.m. Eric Andrews – Highway Update 

 Eric attended training on upcoming Municipal Roads General Permit requirements and received 

conflicting information.  State is still working on proposed highway standards.  Related concerns shared 

across municipalities – not specific to Bolton. 

 Highway Budget: Jen noted that in the current highway budget the fulltime overtime line item and some 

of the material line items were over the budgeted amount.  Eric was asked to limit overtime 

expenditures until the end of the fiscal year. (June 30th). 

 Greenup Day: Tires at Bolton Valley not collected – located well outside of the town right-of-way.  

Frame, remains of a large aboveground pool dumped off Honey Hollow Road were picked up–

temporarily stored behind the town garage.  

 PACIF Inspection: Board thanked Eric for good report following insurance inspection of town garage.  

 Scheduled Work: Reviewed status of work on Eric’s project list.  Mailboxes damaged in the last 

snowstorm to be repaired.  Repairs to the BV Access Road (highlighted in e-mail from David Parot): 

complete as funding allows under the current budget line item for hot patch, and continue work as 

needed after July 1 (new fiscal year).Work on Notch, Stage and Nashville Roads after July 1.  Will also 

buy culverts, begin stockpiling materials after July 1. 

 Better Roads Grants (Wentworth, Thacher Roads):  Eric to meet with Chris Dubin (CCRPC), grantors 

for grant prep work and site walk.  Neighborhood meeting to be scheduled – Amy to coordinate dates 

with Chris Dubin, board.  Josh will look into using BV facilities once the date is set.    

 Bolton Canoe Access: Eric willing to obtain and haul materials for planned ANR upgrades to the Bolton 

Canoe Access on Duxbury Road, with advanced notice, as part of the town’s in-kind contribution to the 

project.  Sharon noted that, due to need for town permits, construction is not anticipated this year. 

 CCRPC Grant: Jen asked Eric about potential projects for funding under CCRPC’s “Municipal Roads 

Grants-in Aid Pilot,” given that Bolton could apply for around $7,000.  Eric suggested this be used for 

shoulder berm removal, as required under proposed standards.       

7. Action Items:  
 Lotus Lodge Inn Liquor License Applications: Ron made the motion “to approve the Lotus Lodge Inn 

liquor license applications.”  Gene seconded.  Discussion regarding status of Lotus Lodge (LLC or 

nonprofit), length and extent of current service in relation to license dates, permitted uses. Jen to refer 

questions to Amy; none would affect issuance of license.  All were in favor, motion passed (5-0).  

 Sullivan, Powers & Co – Letter of engagement for audit: Gene made the motion “to approve the Scope of 

Services submitted by Sullivan, Powers and Company to perform the FY17audit, and sign the attached letter 

of engagement.”  Seconded by Josh.  No further discussion.  All were in favor, motion passed (5-0). 

 Economic Resource Committee – Terms of members. Sharon made the motion “to approve the terms of the 

ERC members as presented:  3 year terms–Curtis Hunter and Ernest Levesque, 2-year terms– Deb Shelby 

and Sue Sinnamon, 1-Year term– Ethan Bogar and Kyle Pratt .”  Josh seconded.  There was no further 

discussion.  All were in favor, motion passed (5-0).  

8. Business: 

 Bolton Canoe Access: DRB approval is required for work within the riparian buffer and floodplain.  Sharon 

noted that in addition to ANR’s request for town help to acquire and transport materials, they also asked if 

the board would waive the permit application fee as part of its in-kind contribution to the project.  Board 

members indicated that they were inclined to agree to this, but would not issue a waiver until an application 

had been filed.  Sharon will follow up with ANR. 

 68 Mill Brook Road: Jen recused herself from discussion. Board reviewed update and proposed work plan 

received from Bob Atchinson on 6/5 regarding the cleanup of his property. The board continues to expect 

that all work will be completed by July 31, 2017 as requested.  Discussed potential use of Clean Up Fund if 

eligible. Josh to follow up with Mr. Atchinson. Sharon is researching abandoned building ordinances.     

9. Any Other Business: 
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 CCRPC appointments: CCRPC asked for town appointments to the CCRPC Board (representative, 

alternate), currently held by Joss Besse and Sharon Murray; the Clean Water Advisory Committee (CWAC), 

currently held by Deb Shelby; and the Transportation Advisory Committee, on which Bolton is currently not 

represented.  Sharon noted that Joss indicated he’d like to step down from the CCRPC Board, given other 

conflicting evening commitments, but would be willing to serve as an alternate, and may be interested in 

representing the town on the CWAC and/or TAC which meet back-to-back during the day.  Deb Shelby 

previously expressed her desire to be replaced on the CWAC.  Sharon agreed to serve as the town’s rep to 

the CCRPC Board.  Jen to contact Joss to confirm his interest in other CCPRC appointments, for 

consideration at an upcoming board meeting.    

 CCRPC Municipal Roads Grants-in Aid Pilot Grant:  The board agreed to submit the required letter of 

intent for shoulder berm removal, per Eric’s recommendation.  Amy to forward as signed. 

 CCPRC Energy Planning Memo:  Sharon reported meeting with Planning Commissioners Linda Baker and 

Deb Shelby to review draft data, maps and materials received from the CCRPC for use in town energy 

planning. Comments from the PC and SB are due by June 16th.  Some initial concerns and  related 

recommendations from the group noted, including the need to document data sources and projections, and 

convert projected energy use (MMBTUs) by sector (transportation, heating, electrical) into numbers that 

make sense for use in planning (number of cars, housing units, etc.).  With regard to facility siting, the board 

suggested that solar could be sited within a floodplains, outside of floodways, though the town limits other 

development in these areas.  It was agreed that more local planning and community input is needed to define 

locally preferred sites for commercial wind and solar installations. Sharon will send a draft response out for 

individual review and comment prior to the 16th.   

10. Closing:  No other business was brought before the Board at this time. Gene made the motion “to close the 

meeting.”    Josh seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m.   

Attest: Sharon Murray, Acting Clerk 

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on:  

 

June 19, 2017 

 

____________________________________ 

Jen Dudley-Gaillard, Chair, For the Board 


