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                                                                                   Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Minutes 

January 23, 2017 

 

Board members present: Gene Armstrong, Josh Arneson (6:11 p.m.) Jen Dudley-Gaillard, Chair, Ron Lafreniere, Sharon 

Murray 

Board members absent: none 

Also present: Joe O’Brien, Ali Kosiba 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:55 p.m. by Jen with a quorum of 4 members present. 

2. Additions or deletions to the agenda:  

 Additions: 

1. VLCT PACIF Grant: Sharon made the motion “to approve the application to the VLCT PACIF 

equipment grant program.”  Gene seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor 

and the motion passed (5-0). 

2. Road Funding Workshop: Brief discussion on grant funding and available workshops. Amy to 

attend the “Show Me the Money” workshop on behalf of the town/PW. 

3. O’Brien property access – see public comment section. 

3. Public comment:  

Joe O’Brien expressed ongoing issues with legally (per the Select Board’s 9/8/2016 petition decision) accessing 

his property in West Bolton for forest management, noting that 1/20/2017 was the first time he accessed the 

property since the Select Board granted access.  Mr. O’Brien noted: 

 Refusal by adjacent property owner Ms. Matthews to co-operate with the decision: refusing to unlock 

the access gate or provide a key, calling the state police, not acknowledging attempts to provide notice 

of access (file kept on emails). 

 Permission was granted by Joji Fillmore to cut the lock. 

 He is trying to be respectful of Ms. Matthew’s wish for privacy and concern for safety, and noted that if 

the gate were opened, cars would be able to drive to the landing and not be parked at the turn around 

area. 

 He has contacted the state police to apprise them of the situation, and opened a case. 

 He is cleaning up debris on the logging road as the first step in the forest management plan, and stayed 

overnight with a group on 1/20/2017 in order to make good use of time on the land. 

 He is willing to be flexible and accommodating, but is unsure how to proceed without police 

involvement and asked for clarification from the Board. 

 

Sharon clarified/noted that: 

 Notice via certified mail was only required for heavy equipment. 

 She had been in contact with Ms. Matthews who noted concern about safety, parking at the gate 

overnight, and overnight use/camping. 

 She confirmed with a person exiting the property on 1/21/2017 that Mr. O’Brien and friends were 

working on the property, and had stayed overnight. 

 She noted for Ms. Matthews the term of the easement allowed access for forestry management, and that 

she would discuss the camping piece with the rest of the Select Board.   

 At issue: communication and overnight use/camping. 

 

Jen noted to Mr. O’Brien that the property had outstanding delinquent taxes due from 2014.  Mr. O’Brien stated he 

would address payment with the February 2017 payment. Amy to follow up with Joan Pecor, Delinquent Tax Collector 

to check the mailing address on file. 
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The Board discussed the overnight use/camping and agreed that it was allowed provided it was in conjunction with 

working under the Forest Management plan, and that a member of the O’Brien family was on premise. 

 

Sharon will follow up with Ms. Matthews and Mr. O’Brien on communication/contact preferences and terms of 

overnight use/camping. 

4. Business: 

1. Personnel Policy – call out hours: 

 Brief discussion and consensus to set call out hours at two hours, reduced from three.  Insert that change 

into the policy with amended date for the next meeting. 

 Clarification needed on working holiday hours. 

2. 2017 – 2018 Budget: 

 Review of wages and stipend spreadsheet and associated costs; FICA/Medi, retirement, PTO. 

 Review of highlighted line items and adjustments. 

 Budget of $935,723 approved. 

3. 2017 Town Meeting Warning: signed. 

5. Recurring Business: 

 Minutes January 9, 2017: Gene made the motion “to approve the January 9, 2017 minutes.”  Sharon 

seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

 Warrants: Signed. 

 Financial Reports: dispersed, including 2016 audit documents.  

6. Communications: CCRPC Public Hearing Notice and Draft Bylaws (revisit 2/13/17), Municipal ADA 

Questionnaire reviewed. 

7. Appointments: 

1. Ali Kosiba – Trail Grant Application Funding 

 Grant funding available through Forest, Parks and Recreation to do trail work, funding @ 80%. 

 Walked Libby’s Look site with VYCC staff, generated a new map (on file with these minutes at the 

Town Office) with more accurate location and lengths of the proposed new trail to the outlook.  

 VYCC staff suggested to increase the VYCC funding/trail work from three weeks to four weeks. 

 Archaeology review required, estimated at $3,000. 

 Total grant cost is currently $33,000, and the town share has increased from $4,500 to $6,600. 

 The Select Board suggested Ali contact ZA regarding any necessary permitting. 

 Sharon made the motion “to approve the Conservation Commission’s application to the Trail Grant 

program, with up to $6,600 as the town’s portion.”  Josh seconded.  There was no further 

discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

8. Action Items: 

 VLCT Business Meeting Delegate: Sharon Murray (potential). 

 Regional Dispatch Meeting January 31, 2017 participant: Sharon Murray, 7 p.m. session. 

 2017 Certificate of Highway Mileage: signed. 

9. Any Other Business: none 
10. Closing:  No other business was brought before the Board at this time. Gene made the motion “to close the 

meeting.”  Ron seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 

9:11 p.m.   

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk 

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on:  

 

February 6, 2017 

 

____________________________________ 

Jen Dudley-Gaillard, Chair, For the Board 


