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People  
Key Considerations and Concerns  

Population Growth  
After a population boom in the 1970s and 1980s, Bolton’s population growth slowed. Since 1990, the 

town has grown at a slow but steady rate of 1.1% annually—about 11 people every year. In 2010, 

Bolton’s population was 1,182 people, making it one of the smallest towns in Chittenden County. 

Bolton’s population is projected to continue growing at this rate, reaching an estimated 1,259 to 1,385 

people by 2030. Bolton’s population growth over the last 40 years has generally reflected the trends of 

Chittenden County, which also experienced rapid growth in the 1970s and 1980s. Most workers in 

Bolton commute to the general Burlington area, so growth in Bolton’s population is closely tied to 

growth in the county. Chittenden County is projected to continue growing at about the same rate it has 

grown annually since 1990. Bolton is also very rural. In 2010, the town had a population density of 28 

people/square mile, compared to 292 people/square mile in Chittenden County as a whole. The town’s 

mountainous terrain means that most of Bolton’s land is too steep to develop, so most residents live in 

homes distributed along the town’s roads. Bolton’s small-town feel and rural character and beauty are 

highly valued by its residents.  

[CALLOUT BOX: MAKING THE CONNECTION: YOU CAN FIND MORE INFORMATION ON LAND USE 

PATTERNS IN THE LAND USE SECTION (HYPERLINK)]  

Education  
Bolton children attend Smilie Memorial Elementary School from pre-kindergarten (half day classes for 3 

and 4 year olds) to fourth grade, Camel’s Hump Middle School for grades 5-8, and Mount Mansfield High 

School for grades 9-12. While Bolton’s population is growing slowly, enrollment at Smilie School has 

been on a downward trend over the last ten years, and the population of 5-9 year olds is projected to 

decrease slightly by 2030. (Howevergiven Bolton’s small population, a few young families can have a 

significant effect on the population of school-age children. In the 2015-2016 school year, enrollment at 

Smilie increased by 19 students). Although Smilie School has less than 100 students in any given year, it 

plays a large role in the social fabric of Bolton. Bolton residents feel a great deal of pride in the school 

and feel strongly that it should remain open. 

In November 2014, Bolton voted to join the newly formed Mount Mansfield Modified Union School 

District with Richmond, Jericho and Underhill. Though the communities had already consolidated their 

5-12 grade education, MMMUSD is a single entity governing all education in the three communities, 

from pre-kindergarten to graduation. The most significant change caused by the merger was school 

governance. Rather than retaining its own school board, Bolton now has one member on the 15-

member MMMUSD board.  

Adults in Bolton have access to a wide range of technical training opportunities, colleges, universities 

and community education events. Students under the age of 26 seeking post-secondary education can 

apply for one of five annual Wheeler Trust Scholarships, which are administered by the town.  
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[CALLOUT BOX: FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THE MMMUSD, CHECK OUT THE MERGER COMMITTEE 

REPORT.]   

[CALLOUT BOX: MAKING THE CONNECTION: YOU CAN READ ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE SMILIE SCHOOL 

BUILDING IN THE FACILITIES SECTION (HYPERLINKED)] 

Childcare  
For families with working parents, quality childcare is important for the safety, wellbeing and education 

of their children. 80% of a child’s brain develops in their first 3 years of life, and in Chittenden County, 

the majority of families rely on out-of-home-care for their youngest children.  Childcare costs, quality 

and availability are significant issues for them. In Chittenden County, families pay an average of more 

than $19,000 a year for child care. In 2010, there were 68 children under age 5 in Bolton. Data on 

childcare availability can be difficult to collect, but as of April 2016 Bolton had around 20 childcare spots 

in the town, with no vacancies. (While there are 23 child care spots and 8 reported vacancies at Bolton 

Valley Resort’s Honey Bear Child Care, only guests and employees are able to access the program. 

Therefore, the number of spots and vacancies is not considered here.) Additionally, because most 

parents prefer childcare that is close to their work, childcare availability in the general Burlington area is 

important for Bolton residents as well.  

For school aged children, different childcare opportunities are available. Part 2 provides childcare before 

and after school for enrolled students. Pre-kindergarteners and kindergarteners stay at Smilie School, 

while care for students in grades 1-4 is at Richmond Elementary School and care for students in grades 

5-6 is at Camel’s Hump Middle School. Part 2 also provides child care during school breaks, including 

summer camp. However, these camps cannot accommodate parents who need flexible scheduling.. In 

the summer, Our Community Cares Camp provides childcare and summer enrichment activities for 

children in the Chittenden East Supervisory Union. Enrollment in Our Community Cares Camp has been 

rising steadily since 2009. In 2015, 25 Bolton children attended the camp. 

Social Services and Community Health  
Bolton’s rural nature is prized by its residents, and provides ample opportunities for recreational 

pursuits and healthy activities, but it may present challenges to aging residents or residents with 

disabilities. Like many towns in Vermont, Bolton’s population is getting older. Between 2000 and 2010, 

the population of residents 65 years of age and older increased by 26%, and the trend has continued. 

The number of residents over 65 years of age is projected to more than double by 2030, when residents 

over 65 years of age are projected to make up 20 to 30% of Bolton’s population. Because of the aging 

nature of Bolton’s population, ensuring that town residents are cared for at all stages of their lives is 

key.     

More and more seniors wish to age in place, requiring an emphasis on home based care. Bolton’s 

beloved rural nature may present challenges to those residents who choose to age in place.  Difficult 

driving conditions and long distances between home and other necessities are just some of the potential 

challenges.  There are some services that can assist with home based care, however they may not be 

able to meet the demand.  Visiting Nurse Association services are available for Bolton residents who 

need occasional care. For those who cannot drive on their own, transportation to medical 

appointments, social events, grocery stores and more is available through the Champlain Valley Agency 

on Aging’s Countywide Elderly and Disabled Transportation (E&D), a volunteer program. Countywide can 

http://cesu.k12.vt.us/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/1556877/File/School_Boards/MERGER%202/FINAL%20DRAFT%20REPORT%20APPROVED%20%207-28-14.pdf?sessionid=5d8375182a0856da9e211f51bbeb0095
http://cesu.k12.vt.us/modules/groups/homepagefiles/cms/1556877/File/School_Boards/MERGER%202/FINAL%20DRAFT%20REPORT%20APPROVED%20%207-28-14.pdf?sessionid=5d8375182a0856da9e211f51bbeb0095
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provide up to 4 round trips per month per person for critical care (dialysis or chemotherapy/radiation 

therapy), medical appointments, essential shopping, and social/personal needs.  However, this service 

has not been utilized to its fullest extent. 

[CALLOUT BOX: WHAT WE HEARD FROM YOU: IN FEBRUARY 2016, THE BOLTON PLANNING 

COMMISSION REACHED OUT TO SENIORS TO LEARN ABOUT THEIR NEEDS. WHILE MANY SENIORS LIKE 

THE COMMUNITY AND NATURAL BEAUTY OF BOLTON, SOME SAID THAT THEY WERE CHALLENGED BY 

THINGS LIKE TRANSPORTATION, HOME MAINTENANCE AND THE LACK OF A SENIOR CENTER. FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ON THE PLANNING COMMISSION’S SENIOR FORUM, CLICK HERE (hyperlink).] 

Bolton’s seniors have access to the Waterbury Senior Center. The center provides social and educational 

programs and meals, and XX seniors attend per year. In partnership with CVAA, Bolton also provides 

community dinners once a month for seniors. Approximately 18 seniors attend these meals per month. 

Meals on Wheels, a CVAA program in which volunteers drive meals to home-bound seniors, is also 

available in Bolton through the Waterbury Senior Center. However, the program is not widely utilized—

only XX Bolton residents currently use it. 

Due to Bolton’s small population, there are no reliable available data on the amount of poverty or food 

insecurity in the community.  However, 28% of Smilie School students are eligible for free or reduced 

lunch, providing a rough indicator of food security. In the summer, Our Community Cares Camp provides 

free lunch for children who attend.  

Community Connection  
Bolton residents are more likely to feel a sense of community with their neighborhood than the 

community as a whole. However, during the community engagement completed for this plan during the 

fall of 2015, residents revealed that they value their relationships with friends and neighbors in town, 

and expressed an interest in a greater sense of town-wide community. Residents with children in Smilie 

School find school events to be an enjoyable way to connect with community members. However, more 

opportunities are needed for community connection for all ages and family types.  

Comment [RM1]: Can we add food 
insecurity data? 
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Goals and Objectives  

GOAL: BOLTON’S POPULATION WILL CONTINUE TO GROW AT A SLOW BUT STEADY RATE. 
1. Objective: Bolton will plan for a  population growth rate of 2% or less per year.   

 

2. Objective: Bolton will work to be an appealing town for young families, through the activities 

described in Objectives 5, 6 and 7.  

GOAL: EVERY BOLTON RESIDENT WILL BE ABLE TO ACCESS THE HEALTH CARE, CHILDCARE, 

EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES THEY NEED.  

3. Objective: Increase the annual number of Bolton residents visiting local senior centers and 

utilizing the Elderly and Disabled Transportation provided by Champlain Valley Agency on Aging.  

I. Possible Action: Educate residents about the availability of CVAA services by providing 

information on the town website, at community events and in the town offices.  

Responsible Party: Town Website Administrator  

Funding Source: Approximately 2 hours of volunteer time  

Timeline: Completed in 2017   

 

II. Possible Action: Monitor the development of the proposed Community Senior Center in 

Richmond and consider opportunities to support it as appropriate.    

Responsible Party: Selectboard  

Funding Source: Meeting compensation for Selectboard meetings  

Timeline: TBD based on Community Senior Center plans 

 

4. Objective: Increase the number of residents volunteering through Chittenden Valley Agency on 

Aging.  

I. Possible Action: Help Bolton Seniors coordinate their needs with the CVAA “Volunteer 

Opportunities” web page. 

Responsible Party: ??  

Funding Source: ?? 

Timeline: Completed in 2018  

II. Possible Action: Recruit Bolton residents to volunteer with CVAA programs such as 

Meals on Wheels and those listed on the “Volunteer Opportunities” web page. 

Responsible Party: ?? 

Funding Source:?? 

Timeline: Completed in 2019 

 

5. Objective: Increase opportunities for local education for all ages. 

 

I. Possible Action: Maintain the line item for Our Community Cares camps in the Bolton 

Town Budget.     

  Responsbile Party: Selectboard, Bolton voters  

  Funding Source: Town Budget  

Comment [RM2]: Also add housing 
affordability objectives, and there will likely be 
a lot of others (recreation, etc.).  So we may 
need to figure out a more creative way to 
make this point as we continue to draft the 
other sections. 

Comment [EN3]: We didn’t talk about this 
at the meeting yesterday, but is this also too 
ambitious?  

Comment [RM4]: For some reason I don’t 
think it is!  But it is because a lot of these 
services will be received outside of Bolton. 
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  Timeline: Annual vote on Town Meeting Day  

 

II. Possible Action: Explore the possibility of hosting opportunities for adult recreation 

and/or education at Smilie School.  

   Responsible Party: Bolton Recreation Committee  

   Funding Source: Recreation Committee Funds from Town Budget 

   Timeline: first course hosted in 2018  

 

6. Objective: Create and fund an education trust to supplement the Wheeler Trust, from which the 

Wheeler Memorial Scholarship is drawn.  

 

I. Possible Action: Research and set up a Bolton educational trust.  

  Funding Source: Approximately 40 hours of volunteer time  

Responsible Party: Bolton Board of Civil Authority 

Timeline: Completed in 2018 

 

II. Possible Action: Seek one major donation to the Bolton educational trust. 

  Funding Source: Donation; approximately 50 hours of volunteer time 

  Responsible Party: Bolton Board of Civil Authority  

  Timeline: Completed in 2020  

 

7. Objective: Evaluate the childcare needs of Bolton residents. 

 

I. Possible Action: Continue to offer childcare at Bolton Town Meeting and other town-

sponsored events. 

  Responsible Source: Town Clerk and Assistant Clerk to coordinate  

  Funding Source: Town budget 

  Timeline: Annually at Town Meeting   

 

II. Possible Action: The PC will meet with representatives of groups focused on childcare, 

such as Building Bright Futures, Let’s Grow Kids, etc., to discuss opportunities for Bolton 

to support childcare. 

Responsible Party: Planning Commission  

Funding Source: Volunteer time  

Timeline: Meeting completed by 2019 

 

III. Possible Action: Track the population of children in Bolton and identify the childcare 

needs of residents.  

Responsible Party: Planning Commission, Economic Resource Committee, Smilie 

School Administration  

Funding Source: 20 hours of volunteer time annually  

Timeline: population tracked annually; needs identified by 2019 
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IV. Possible Action: Determine next steps and develop actions based on the results of the 

action above. 

Responsible Party: Planning Commission, Economic Resource Committee, Smilie 

School Administration  

Funding Source: 40 hours of volunteer time annually  

Timeline: next steps determined by 2020  

 

GOAL: BOLTON RESIDENTS WILL FEEL A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY, BOTH WITHIN THEIR 

NEIGHBORHOODS AND ACROSS NEIGHBORHOOD BOUNDARIES.  

8. Objective: Look for opportunities to increase the number of town residents attending Town 

Meeting every year.  

 

9. Objective: Increase the number of town residents who attend a town wide social event every 

year.  

I. Possible Action: Leverage resident interest in community building events by re-

establishing and funding the Bolton Recreation Committee.  

Responsible Party: Selectboard  

Funding Source: Town Budget  

Timeline:  Voted on at Town Meeting Day 2018  

 

II. Possible Action: Establish programming at Smilie School for adult and child activities, 

such as pick-up sports. 

 Responsible Party: Recreation Committee  

 Funding Source: Town Budget  

 Timeline: First program in 2018 

 

III. Possible Action: Host at least one farmers’ market or community fair every summer. 

 Responsible Party: Economic Resource Committee, Recreation Committee  

 Funding Source: Business Sponsorships  

 Timeline: markets hosted in 2017  

 

IV. Possible Action: Host a Bolton Volunteer Fire Department fundraiser. 

Responsible Party: BVFD, Economic Resources Committee, Recreation 

Committee  

Funding Source: Donations of refreshments?  

 Timeline: Host one every three years?  

 

 

   


