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                                                                                   Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Minutes 

September 18, 2017 

 

Board members present: Jen Dudley-Gaillard, Ron Lafreniere, Sharon Murray  

Board members absent: Gene Armstrong, Josh Arneson 

Also present: Rob & Bonnie Mullen, Mike Gervia 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 5:47 p.m. by Jen with a quorum of 3 members present. 

2. Additions or deletions to the agenda:  

Additions to the Agenda: 

1. Copier Lease: Contract up in September 2018, Amy to draft bid request for FY 18-19 budget process. 

2. VT River Conservancy meeting in October:  Request the draft management plan ASAP to share with town 

boards. 

3. Antley update: Application submitted to the DRB on September 14, 2017 “to upgrade and construct a road 

for lot access.” Brief discussion on access, private roads, and the process in relation to ongoing litigation by 

Catherine Antley against the town.  

4. Camping: Policy vs. case by case basis. Policy would address nuisances. Sharon to draft.  

5. Highway Foreman Job Description discussion included: 

 Sidewalk plow, street sweeper. 

 Responsibility for requirements under the MRGP; reporting, grant management, inventories, 

staffing issues. 

 Highway staff training and the road scholar program. 

 Forward job description to Eric Andrews for input. 

 Standardize the format for job descriptions in general. 

6. Mike Gervia: appointment, see below. 

Deletions to the Agenda:  

1. Business – Zoning Permit Fee Schedule tabled. 

3. Public comment:  

 Rob Mullen noted with respect to the draft Preston Pond Management Plan (PPMP):  

Dogs being leashed: 

 Difficulty managing two dogs on leash, on skis, with equipment in the winter and questioned 

that addition. 

Beaver baffle: 

 The beavers have built up under the baffle and plugged the end creating flooding.  

 He opened it up temporarily.   

 He spoke with Joss Besse and Dick Streeter about the problem and how to make the baffle work 

better.   

 Dick Streeter notched the dam to reduce flooding 

 Suggested by the Board that he get in touch with Conservation Commission Chair Amy 

Ludwin, and noted that any changes had to go through the VT Land Trust. 

With respect to trapping: 

 His understanding was that the Board wanted to unite not divide on the trapping issue, and 

thought there would be a compromise coming as he was willing to compromise. 

 He does not see any compromise at all, and he is not alone in that thought. 

 He had had spoken with Josh Arneson to express those sentiments. 

 The current amended draft is essentially Steve McLeod’s/the Trapper Association’s trapping 

amendment.   
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 Trapping could have been restricted to Bolton residents only. 

 Kim Royer had suggested there be no kill traps on the trails, and he was surprised that was not 

in the plan. 

 It is extremely difficult to release an animal/dog from traps, unless you have had experience 

with traps, and there is not a lot of time to release an animal.   

 So many dogs have been killed by traps in Idaho that there are new rules; the use of a kill trap 

on land needs to be in an exclusion box so the trap will not be a threat to large or medium sized 

dogs.  

 There is the contention that dogs don’t get caught in traps – they do, and he has had 3 personal 

experiences with that. Bruce Baroffio made comments on dogs available in Seven Days: "I had 

my own dogs caught in traps; I've caught lots of dogs in traps and let them go unharmed." 

 Bill Pickens, former President of the VT Trappers Association and current member of the Fish 

& Wildlife Board, made the comment that there was ‘not enough money in trapping anymore.’  

 Allow trapping where it makes sense to be allowed. 

 He understands trapping from an animal management perspective.   

 In the future, how will the Select Board avoid what happened on Preston Pond last year? 

Pushing the beaver colony out with multiple traps, which didn’t need to happen. 

 He understands that there is a reason for trapping beavers in VT, but now the pond is only 

supporting a weak colony. If there were 8 beavers in both ponds he wouldn’t object to trapping 

1 or 2 out.  

Members of the Select Board responded to Mr. Mullen’s comments and noted that: 

 Sharon: If the habitat supports the colony, the beavers will return. 

 Ron: Steve McLeod’s/the Trapper Association’s trapping amendment proposal is not what is in 

the PPMP.  It may be similar, but it is not what Steve put forward.  He provided a draft, and the 

board worked together and discussed the draft as a group.  Nothing in Steve’s plan or anyone 

else’s plan included language about an assessment. 

 Jen: Also, preference is given to Bolton residents, and there is consideration of input from the 

Conservation Commission. 

 Sharon: The PPMP cannot restrict trapping to only Bolton residents, as it is public land. 

 Sharon: With respect to dogs being on leash during hunting season: that is with regard to the 

health of wildlife.  The PPMP reflects the language that the VT Department of Forest and Parks 

adopted. 

 Sharon: There are other places where traps can be set: trees. 

There was brief discussion on exclusion boxes with respect to VT Fish and Wildlife, their effectiveness, and that trap 

triggers have been changed.  

 Bonnie Mullen stated that: 

 There have been a lot of missing dog notices posted on Front Porch Forum, dogs will be at risk 

of being caught in traps 

 Not all users/residents use the trailheads to enter the PPCA, and would not see trapping notices 

posted on trailhead kiosks. 

 The PPMP could require that dogs be leashed for up to five months for trapping seasons. 

 She sent a long email letter with trapper’s video clips of animals struggling to the Select Board 

and has been researching trapping since the discussion began. 

 It was unbelievable that anyone with a heart could look at the videos and think trapping was a 

good thing. 

 She had ordered a trap, and it would be impossible for a woman her size to release a dog, even 

with the right tools. There was a report of a dog caught in the trap, and although it did not kill 

the dog, releasing the dog took 15 minutes.      

 Traps are called quick kill, but they are not.  How can you think this is good thing to allow 

animals to struggle for 5 – 10 minutes and think that this is it is humane and ethical? It is not 

instant kill and the animals suffer. For the sake of a couple of trappers, it doesn’t seem ethical. 
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 The Select Board has the power to minimize this kind of treatment of animals in the Bolton 

Town Forest.   

 Traps are not specific to only certain animals, traps don’t know the difference between animals.  

The group discussed hunting. 

 Sharon asked if the same argument should be made against allowing hunting too, noting that hunting is 

not always instant kill, especially with bow hunting. 

 Mr. Mullen noted that hunting is used as game management noting over browsing by VT’s white tail 

deer, and that killing deer can be useful for the ecosystem and for people to have meat. 

 Sharon noted the same argument could be made for trapping, benefits to the ecosystem and for pelts and 

meat. 

Jen thanked the Mullens for their comments and noted the Select Board had a full agenda and needed to move forward. 

4. Recurring Business: 

 Minutes September 12, 2017: Ron made the motion “to accept the minutes of September 12, 2017.”   

Sharon seconded.  There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (3-0).   

 Warrants: signed. 

 Financial Reports dispersed: civil fine cost analysis. 

5. Communications: Resident concerns, re: GMBC bike event in August.  Select Board to draft response.  

6. Appointments: 

1. Mike Gervia – BVFD. 

 Noted it had been a rough 2 weeks for the BVFD responding to two fatalities in Bolton. Richmond 

Rescue provides critical incident stress management debriefing which is open to the BVFD. A 

younger member is receiving additional counseling, and the BVFD is coping sufficiently.  

 Discussion regarding input received with respect to what was incorrectly identified a Bolton BVFD 

call, and HIPPA.  Jen and Mike to follow up as needed.  

 Jen asked if the BVFD had social media policy. Mike noted that only he and Assistant Chief Jeff 

Leete have posting ability, and the BVFD does not have a policy. Noted other towns may have a 

policy for review. 

 Brief discussion on BVFD bylaws, confidentiality, new members and confidentiality, counseling, 

and insurance. 

7. Action Items: none. 

8. Business: 

 Zoning Permit Fee Schedule: tabled, see above. 

 E – 911 Address Changes:  

 Noted the USPS brought discrepancies on Beaver Brook Farm Road and Fern Hollow Road to 

the attention of the town.   

 Carol Devlin, E-911 Coordinator in conjunction with Tyler Hermanson, VT E911 Board, made 

address changes, residents and providers duly notified.   

 Mr. Hermanson noted that Bolton has one of the highest correct address percentages for all of 

Chittenden County, adding in comparison: Burlington 100% incorrect, Shelburne 50% 

incorrect, So. Burlington 50% incorrect, Jericho 100% incorrect, Underhill 25% incorrect, & 

Williston 25% incorrect. Mr. Hermanson also noted that Bolton is “exceptionally well off (in 

terms of being correct) compared to any other town in Chittenden County.”  Kudos and thanks 

to Carol Devlin. 

 Archives:  

 Carol Devlin and Amy have started the arduous task of inventorying materials stored in the 

shed, now on site.  Expectation is that a significant portion of the materials will not be 

salvageable. 

 Carol Devlin is working on organizing/correcting PTTRs & vital records’ indexes.  Example: 

(vital records) significant errors in (dates, names, book, page) identified in the marriage index 

cards out of a total of 408 cards. 

 Delinquent Tax Collector: 

 Per statute, an appointed Delinquent Tax Collector does not have to be a resident of the town. 
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 Amy put a note out on the list serve regarding appointing a company or firm – there was no 

indication that any town appointed other than a sole individual.  

 Nordic Training on the Bolton Valley Access Road follow-up. 

 Amy reached out to UVM, St. Mike’s, MMU and Mansfield Nordic Club race teams, and 

shared feedback and ways to help increase all road users’ safety when training is taking place on 

the Bolton Valley Access Road. 

 Mansfield Nordic Club self-identified as group training, and noted they appreciated the 

feedback. 

 Amy followed up with the resident who expressed concern. 

 Emergency Management Director: 

 No response from either residents that initially expressed interest. Sharon to follow up prior to 

10/3/17. 

 MRGP: 

 Comments on standards and process are due the end of October.  Sharon is hoping to work with 

Eric Andrews, Gene Armstrong, Joss Besse and Steve Diglio to review. Concern noted about 

annual reporting requirements, inventories, grant funding, permit fees.  Largest concern are 

roads with 10% grade (at least 3.4 miles in Bolton) to be completed by 2025; only 6 years. 

 Brief discussion on road crowning with respect to Thacher and Wentworth, follow up with Eric 

Andrews. 

 Board Stipends: 

 Confirming the approved budget of a $10/meeting stipend for the Planning Commission, 

Development Review Board, and Conservation Commission. 

 Preston Pond Management Plan: Preston Pond Management Plan work session discussion included: 

 Review of draft mammal information.  Copy provided to Rob Mullen. 

 Brief discussion on wounding rates, hunting vs. trapping, personal ethical relationships with 

prey and wildlife. 

 Permission for biking. 

 Review the of the assessment section to check the clarity. 

9. Closing:  Sharon made the motion “to close the meeting.”    Ron seconded.  There was no further discussion.  

All were in favor and the motion passed (3-0) at 8:11 p.m.   

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk 

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on:  

 

October 3, 2017 

 

____________________________________ 

Jen Dudley-Gaillard, Chair, For the Board 


