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Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Conservation Commission Hybrid Meeting Minutes 

January 23, 2023 

 

Board Members Present: Tucker Andrews (virtual), Virginia Haviland (virtual), Pamela Gude 

(virtual), Amy Ludwin (virtual), Rob Mullen, Jerry Mullen (virtual)  

Board Members Absent:  Steve McLeod 

Also Present: (all virtual) Tim Sichel, Rob Ricketson, Adam Miller 

 

Acting Clerk: Amy Grover 

 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Virginia Haviland, Chair at 6:04 p.m. 

with a quorum of 6 members present.  

 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda:  

Additions: None. 

Deletions: None. 

 

3. Public Comment (not related to agenda items): None. 

 

4. Communications:  None. 

 

5. Recurring Business: 

➢ Approval of Minutes November 28, 2022:   Rob Mullen made the motion “to 

approve the meeting minutes of November 28, 2022, as presented.”   Jerry Mullen 

seconded. By roll call vote, all were in favor and the motion passed, (6 - 0). 

 

6. Appointments: 

1. Tim Sichel – CC Membership: Tim Sichel reviewed his interest in joining the CC and 

his experience. Brief group discussion with Tim Sichel on interests, recreational 

opportunities and challenges in Bolton, the PPCA trails/conditions. Rob Mullen made 

the motion “to recommend to the Select Board that Tim Sichel be appointed to the 

Conservation Commission to complete Tucker Andrew’s four-year term expiring in 

2026.”   Jerry Mullen seconded. By roll call vote, all were in favor and the motion 

passed (6 - 0). 

2. FOWF Rob Ricketson – Wheeler Field Long Term Management Plan/BSB Charge. 

Rob Ricketson, FOWF President, noted: 

o FOWF VHCB grant application will be reviewed/acted upon this week, 

1/26/2023: funding for the purchase of Lot #7. 

o The loss of John Westie (former FOWF President) and VHCB staff changes 

have impacted the grant application process. 
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o Drafting an interim plan for Lot #8 feels premature, as FOWF hope to 

purchase Lot #7 and create one long term management plan for both lots. 

o The closing for Lot #8 was 3/24/2022, and the long term management plan 

was to be in place within two years of closing. 

o FOWF will be asking for a long-term management plan extension once the 

VHCB grant application outcome has been determined. 

o VHCB have stated they would assist in writing the management plan. 

o FOWF have no concerns regarding a hard deadline approaching for a long-

term management plan.  

Group discussion: 

o Clarification of the BSB’s expectations and concern about the 3/24/2024 long 

term management plan deadline, and their understanding that defining the 

process, the participants from the CC and FOWF, drafting the plan and 

providing for community engagement would take a substantial amount of 

time, hence their previous charge to the CC to start the process. 

o How to provide for community engagement and gather feedback on use. 

o Expectation/provisions for exclusive use and how to that might be addressed. 

Noted: The Town Clerk has been contacted on multiple occasions regarding 

exclusive use: wedding, life celebration, Boy Scout camping. Currently, only 

a Special Event Permit is in place (applies to all of Bolton) and is only 

required for events of 250 or more people. 

Action: 

o FOWF will send an update after the VHC’s grant application decision. 

 

7. Business & Action Items: 

• Updates: 

➢ PPCA:  

▪ Patch Cut: 

o The patch cut was completed 1/23/23. 

o The CC will need to re-establish some markings on the old Long Trail. 

o A patch cut site visit was conducted. The new patch cut is 150 yards east 

of the previous patch cut, providing for two different stages of 

successional habitats. 

o Informational signs were installed, feedback from trail users indicated they 

appreciated being able to understand what had taken place. 

▪ Beaver Baffle:  

o No reply yet from inquiry to Skip Lisle/ “Beaver Deceiver.”  

o The beavers on upper pond may not have survived.  

o A generous resident has offered to provide funding for the Beaver Baffle.  

▪ VAST & Boardwalk/Conservation Fund Application:  

o An application has been submitted (previous evening) for the previously 

discussed boardwalk/puncheons to address flooding near the Notch Road 

PPCA trail access point, at a cost of approximately $1,190. 

o VAST noted they had no intention of resuming use of that trail, due to loss 

of landowner permission and lack of membership. 
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o Amy Ludwin suggested that the boardwalk be built in sections so it could 

be removed if needed in the future.  Amy Ludwin to follow up with Will 

Peery. 

o Action: CC to consider the application at their next meeting to allow CC 

members to fully review the application and any additional information 

from Will Peery. 

➢ Sara Holbrook Parcel Management Plan/Name Change  

▪ Management Plan: 

o Homework – all CC members are to provide one item for the plan to build 

on the “starter plan” sent previously by Virginia Haviland.  

o Virginia Haviland will ask Steve McLeod for input on 

hunting/trapping/fishing. 

o Brief group discussion on the mapped invasives, questionable if giant 

hogweed is also present.  

▪ Name Change: 

o Brief review of Sara Holbrook parcel history, and desire to honor Abenaki 

history with a name change. 

o Approval given from Don Stevens, Chief, “in partnership,” who requested 

the town provide a tribal logo and link to the Nulhegan Abenaki website 

on signage when/if created. 

o Pamela Gude made the motion “to recommend to the Select Board that the 

Sara Holbrook parcel be renamed to the ‘Masozi Floodplain Forest,’ with 

an accounting of the CC’s reasons and process and request from Chief 

Stevens to recognize in some way, our Abnaki partnership which assisted 

in finding a new and appropriate name.”   Virginia Haviland seconded. 

By roll call vote, all were in favor and the motion passed (6 - 0). 

Additional discussion: 

o Whether the re-naming would be cause for potential issues amongst 

different bands, and the potential need to reach out to other Abenaki 

bands.  

o Pamela Gude made the motion “to rescind the previously approved 

motion to recommend to the Select Board the renaming of the Sara 

Holbrook Parcel to the ‘Masozi Floodplain Forest.’”   Rob Mullen 

seconded. By roll call vote, all were in favor and the motion passed (6 - 0). 

o Pamela Gude to draft information for outreach to other Abenaki bands. 

  

➢ UVM Class NR206:  

▪ Last semester deliverable has been completed, Pamela Gude to forward to the 

CC for review and for recommendation/s to the BSB to be made at a future 

CC meeting. 

▪ New NR206 class has begun, Pamela Gude will be meeting with the students 

regarding a SHP fern inventory and longitudinal study regarding harvesting. 

➢ Recreation Study Committee/VT Trails and Greenways Council:  

▪ No further information from Deb Shelby on finalizing RSC membership. 

▪ Pamela Gude intends to join the VTTGC, Deb Shelby may attend meetings, 

but will not join. 
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➢ Membership/Vote: See above. Thanks expressed to Tucker Andrews for his time 

on the CC with best wishes to Tucker and Kaelyn. 

 

• February Agenda items set.  

➢ Virginia Haviland to provide item for the Gazette regarding voting on the 

Conservation Fund on Town Meeting Day (Australian ballot). 

➢ Rob Mullen to address Conservation Fund at Town Meeting. 

 

8. Adjournment:   Rob Mullen made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”   Virginia 

Haviland seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion 

passed by roll call vote (6-0) at 7:42 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Acting Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Conservation Commission on: 


