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town meeting 2023 
At this time, we are hopeful that we will be able to return to our traditional Town Meeting on Monday 

evening, March 6, 2023, and are planning to hold an in-person Town Meeting on that date, with voting by 

Australian ballot taking place on Tuesday, March 7, 2023, from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. 

Both Town Meeting and voting will be held in the Smilie School gym. 

See page 10 for information on elected offices. 

 

Whether or not the town will continue with the potluck dinner prior to the meeting or provide babysitting 

services during the meeting are still to be determined.  We have noticed a fall off in attendance at the potluck 

in the years prior to Covid, with generally only about 30 town board and committee members attending, and 

generally few, if any, general community members.  Planning, shopping, and setting up for this potluck 

dinner takes a lot of time, effort, and expense. We may provide a survey for community input on whether to 

continue this (how about coffee and cake?) – stay tuned! 

 

Meanwhile, the Select Board, department heads, and the Capital Planning Committee are working diligently 

on drafting the FY 23-24 municipal budget, which will be voted from the floor at Town Meeting on 

Monday, March 6, 2023.  Equipment purchases for the Fire Department and Highway Department 

as ballot items are also under consideration. 

 

Community members are always welcome to join Select Board meetings – they are always open to the 

public and attendance can be electronic or in-person.  

Agendas and electronic access information can be found here:  

https://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/selectboard/  
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OUT AND ABOUT IN Beautiful BOLTON  

with ollie 

The wilds winds, warm temperatures, and rains 

that ushered out November have encouraged a few 

tiny blooms at Smilie School, left outdoor 

recreation enthusiasts doing a “snow dance,” with 

snow guns at Bolton Valley Resort standing by 

ready to fire up as soon as Mother Nature permits, 

and the town ready with sand and salt stockpiled at 

the Town Garage waiting for the inevitable… 

the arrival of December snow! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
     Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Note to our community 
 

“Dear friends, 
It is with great regret that I must resign from the 
Bolton Select Board due to unforeseen 
circumstances.  I have enjoyed working with 
Town staff and committees to serve the Bolton 
community.  I hope to return to Bolton someday.  
You all have a place in my heart. 
Best, 
Janet Metz” 
 

Thank you, Janet, for your service to our 

community serving on (and as Chair of) the Select 

Board since 2019.  We hope you will return to 

Bolton someday as well; you are missed. 

 
TOWN OF BOLTON 

NOTICE OF VACANCY 
In accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 961(a), the Select Board of 

the Town of Bolton hereby gives notice of a vacancy 

created by resignation in the office of Select Board, 

effective  

November 21, 2022. 

 

The Select Board will fill this vacancy by appointment, and 

the person appointed will serve until Town Meeting 2023, 

when that office open for election will be one remaining on 

a two-year term. Persons interested in being appointed to fill 

this vacancy should submit a letter outlining their 

experience and areas of expertise to Amy Grover, Town 

Clerk, 3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton, VT 

05676, or via email to clerkbolton@gmavt.net.  More 

information regarding the office of Select Board can 

be found on the town website at: 

https://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/selectboard/  
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Into the woods  

by ethan tapper 
 

Managing Forests for Bats 

Scientists from the University of Illinois 

recently studied the effects of removing 

bats from a forest, finding that a forest 

without bats had three times as many 

insects and five times as much 

defoliation as a forest with bats. The 

researchers postulated that this 

increased defoliation would increase 

forest vulnerability -- making trees more 

susceptible to other stressors at a time 

when forests are already stressed from 

climate change, invasive species, 

deforestation, forest fragmentation and 

more. This research made me consider 

the many pieces and parts that make 

forests work, and, more specifically, the 

role that bats play in forests.  

 

There are over 1,400 species of bats, 

accounting for about 20% of the 

mammalian species on Earth. Besides 

 

 

 

 being diverse, bats are extremely 

numerous: about 25% of all the 

mammals on Earth are bats.  Vermont’s 

bat species can live 20-30 years or more 

(the little brown bat has been 

documented living as long as 34 years). 

Most species have only one pup (young) 

per year, making their populations 

especially vulnerable to decline. The 

United States is home to fifty species of 

bats, nine of which live in Vermont. Five 

of Vermont’s bat species are state and/or 

federally threatened or endangered. 

   

All of Vermont’s bats are insectivores, 

eating about half their body-weight – as 

many as 1,000 insects – per hour. 

Though there are many predators of 

insects, bats are the primary predator of 

nocturnal insects, including many moth 

and beetle species. In forests, insect 

defoliation is normal and natural, but 

insects exist in a dynamic balance with 

ecosystems and with their predators. 

Too many insects and too much 

defoliation – such as could be caused by 

the loss of bats -- can create a major 

imbalance in our forests, with 

ecosystem-wide implications.  

 

Bat populations in Vermont have been 

declining for a variety of reasons, but 

most dramatically from “White-nose 

Syndrome,” a disease caused by the 

fungus Pseudogymnoascus destructans. 

White-nose Syndrome, first discovered 

in Albany, New York in 2007, has killed 

millions of bats, including 90-100% of 

the bats on some sites.  
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Of Vermont’s nine bat species, six (five 

of which are threatened or endangered), 

congregate in large numbers in 

hibernacula – caves and abandoned 

mines – for the winter, while the other 

three migrate to southern climes. All 

nine species spend much of the summer 

in our forests, foraging, mating, and 

raising their young. Besides protecting 

hibernacula and water sources, 

managing forests for bats largely 

consists of encouraging two types of 

habitat: roosting habitat (where bats 

sleep during the day and raise their 

young) and foraging habitat.  

 

In the forest, bats 

roost under 

shaggy tree bark, 

in crevices and 

cavities (holes) in 

trees, in the 

foliage of large 

trees and on 

sunny cliffs and 

talus slopes. 

Active roost trees 

can be absolutely full of bats: some 

harbor hundreds of females with their 

flightless young. You can improve 

roosting habitat by leaving or creating 

dead-standing trees (“snags”) in a 

variety of sizes and at different stages of 

decay. If snags aren’t naturally 

abundant in your forest you can create 

some by “girdling” a few unhealthy 

trees per acre. Additionally, retain legacy 

trees – large and old trees that are 

 

 

allowed to decline and die naturally – 

and all shagbark hickory, which are a 

particularly important roosting species 

for the federally-endangered Indiana 

bat. If you are planning on cutting any 

potential roost trees, avoid doing so 

from April through October, when bats 

are active in the forest.  

 

In general, great foraging habitat for 

bats consists of diverse, complex, and 

multi-generational forests. You can 

encourage habitat like this by cutting 

small groups of unhealthy trees, which 

will both create canopy gaps (an 

important foraging feature for both bats 

and insectivorous birds) and encourage 

the development of new generations of 

trees. Between canopy gaps, you can 

improve bat habitat by thinning the 

forest: cutting unhealthy trees which are 

in competition with healthier trees. As 

you manage your forest, make sure to 

leave plenty of legacy trees, snags and 

cavity trees.  

 

While it’s easy to forget about them, 

bats are an important piece of the 

complex community that is a forested 

ecosystem. Managing for bats is another 

way to help safeguard the health and 

the future of our forests.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester 

for the Vermont Dept. of Forests, Parks, and 

Recreation. See what he’s been up to, check out his 

YouTube channel, sign up for his renews and read 

articles he’s written at 

https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester 

https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester
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 Bolton Up and Down Town Club  
The December Senior Dinner is transforming into the 

Senior Holiday Party! 

 

When: Saturday, December 3, 2022, 1 p.m.  

Where: The Bolton Fire Station  

Please come join us for some hot food, fun holiday games, 

and a gift swap! Just bring an inexpensive wrapped gift, no 

tags, if you’d like to join in. You are also welcome to bring your favorite holiday snack 

(or salad, desert, your choice!) to share, AND we are expecting a SPECIAL VISITOR! 

Who might it be? Questions? Contact Doris @ 802-999-4555 

 

 2022 Holiday crates of cheer reminder 
It is almost time to pack up those crates and deliver them to our valued elders and 

others in town who are needing some cheer this year! 

 

Thank you to those who have already donated funds and who have been working 

to pull together donations and the delivery list! 

 

Here is how you can help if you would like to join in: 

 

1. Volunteering to be a packing and/or delivery elf - We will be packing and 

delivering the crates during the morning of Saturday, December 17th. 

Recipients will have been contacted ahead of time and agreed to the delivery.  

 

2. Encouraging your friends, neighbors, and employer to donate to the Crates of 

Cheer Fund (c/o Town of Bolton) - anyone can mail a check or drop off a check 

or cash at the Town Office, with a note indicating it is for the Crates of Cheer 

(checks made payable to the Town of Bolton).  

 

4. Donate non-perishable (and not yet expired!) foot items at Smilie School.  

 

5. Nominate someone to receive a Crate of Cheer! We want to make sure anyone who needs one 

receives one! All seniors (65+) are eligible as well as anyone who is going through a hardship and 

could use a boost. Please provide name, address, and phone number to the Bolton Town Office 

(3045 Theodore Roosevelt Hwy, Bolton, VT 05676 or 802-434-5075) - we don't deliver 

surprises, so we will need to arrange for delivery. 

 

Thank you! Leslie Pelch 802-598-0048  

lesliepelch@gmail.com 
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mmuusd news  
 

 



december 2022                                                                                                  page 7 
 

 
 

 
 

Access up to date and additional MMUUSD 

information anytime at https://www.mmuusd.org/ 

https://www.mmuusd.org/
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we are seeking…! 
 

a conservation commission member   
The Conservation Commission is seeking a new member, to 

be appointed in February 2023!  This member will be 

completing a four-year term which expires in March of 2026.  

The Conservation Commission’s role is to promote 

stewardship of natural and cultural resources in our town and 

to advise the Select Board, Planning Commission, and 

Development Review Board on matters relating to the environment.  The members are appointed 

by the Select Board and while the current membership of the Conservation Commission consists 

of diverse backgrounds and some expertise in the fields of ecology and natural resources, we 

draw on professionals in the private and public realms to assist our efforts.  For more details, see 

the Conservation Commission page on the town website (www.boltonvt.com ).  If you are 

interested in volunteering and being appointed to the Conservation Commission, please submit a 

letter outlining your interests and experience to the Town Office, 3045 Theodore Roosevelt 

Highway, Waterbury VT  

05676 or via email to clerkbolton@gmavt.net . 

 

a CSWD Representative  
Two years after the resignation of Duncan Galbraith, due 

to his move from Bolton (and long standing and 

appreciated representation for Bolton), the town is still 

seeking a Chittenden Solid Waste District Representative 

to serve as Bolton's volunteer representative on that board. 

Currently, we are waiting to hear if Bolton can access 

grant funds from the CSWD “Community Clean Up Fund” without a representative! Hybrid 

meetings are held the 4th Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m. The Board of Commissioners is the 

governing body of the CSWD and sets policy on solid waste management for the member 

communities. For more information about representing Bolton on the CSWD Board, please 

contact the CSWD at 802-872-8100.  
 

A Ccrpc representative 
Seeking a volunteer to be appointed by the Select Board to 

serve as Bolton’s representative to the Chittenden County 

Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC). Commission 

meetings are held remotely on the third Wednesday of the 

month, from 6 – 8 p.m. Please contact the Town Office if you 

are interested in serving. Access more information about 

representative roles and responsibilities here (scroll to the bottom of the page): 

https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/commissioners-alternates/ 

  

 

 

 

http://www.boltonvt.com/
mailto:clerkbolton@gmavt.net
https://www.ccrpcvt.org/about-us/commission/commissioners-alternates/
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Winter is here, well almost,   
and we need your help!  

We all know winter is coming despite the warm 

temperatures, wind and rain the end of November “treated” 

us to, and that means snow and plowing! Please be 

considerate of our hard-working Highway Department staff 

and the very long hours they spend plowing our roads by 

keeping the town right of way and traveled portion of all 

town highways clear of all items: your parked vehicles, 

garbage cans, and recycling totes.  Our highway staff simply 

CAN NOT stop a fully loaded, 45,000-pound vehicle, with a 

wing plow, on a slippery road, often in very hilly terrain to 

move your cans and totes out of the right of way. The town 

also does not have the resources to maintain a “bare roads” policy our 20+ miles of town 

roads. 

 

Vehicles left parked/abandoned in the traveled portion of town highways are always a safety 

concern for all involved. Choosing to leave a vehicle parked in such manner risks causing an 

accident, that vehicle being hit, being completely plowed in, or BEING TOWED per Bolton’s 

Traffic Ordinance. Thank you in advance for your help with this. 

 

Unfortunately, many municipalities and the state are struggling to fill open Highway 

positions. We are grateful that Bolton has a strong three-man crew of Jacob, Eric, and Jim 

heading into winter! As you venture outside Bolton, please be aware that road conditions 

may reflect lack of other towns/state staff to plow – this may impact your travel times on 

state and town highways, and on I89.  

 

REMINDER: The Town is continuing the policy of 

allowing residents to take a REASONABLE amount of 

town sand (the sand pile is located behind the Town 

Garage) for PERSONAL USE. However – the ROAD 

SALT in the salt shed is OFF LIMTS!                 

 

You can access the town’s “Winter Operations Plan” 

(which provides information on plowing/maintaining our 

town highways in the winter) at: http://boltonvt.com/wp-

content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf 

 

Winter driving calls for extra caution and preparation – are you ready to tackle winter driving 

this year? See safe winter driving tips from the Vermont State Police: 

https://vsp.vermont.gov/trafficsafety/winter 

 

 

 

 

SAND-YES! 

SALT-NO! 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/20150218091034027.pdf
https://vsp.vermont.gov/trafficsafety/winter
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Election of Officers 2023 
 

Bolton will be electing our officers by 

Australian Ballot (voting by paper ballot) on 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023. Polls will be open 7 

a.m. – 7 p.m. at Smilie School. 

 

There are multiple offices currently open for 

election/re-election. While we always hope 

that elected officers will choose to run for their 

seat again, that is never a given.  

 

Candidates are required to be registered voters, submit petitions signed by 1% of the total 

number of registered voters will be required to run for office. In Bolton that is 1% of 998, 

or 9.98 signatures – please round up to 12! Petitions for office and an accompanying 

Consent of Candidate form must returned to the Town Office by the statutory deadline of 

5 p.m. on Monday, January 30, 2023. Please contact the Town Office if you are interested 

in becoming a candidate for an elected office, we are happy to provide the required 

petition and consent of candidate forms: 802-434-5075, or clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

 

Offices open for election: 

• Cemetery Commissioner – 3-year term – currently held by Betty Wheelock 

• Town Constable – 1-year term – currently held (appointed) by William “Billy” 

Atwood 

• Town Moderator – 1-year term currently held by Leslie Pelch 

• Town Clerk – 3-year term currently held by Amy Grover 

• Town Treasurer – 3-year term currently held by Amy Grover 

• Select Board – 3-year term currently held Lynda DesLauriers 

• Select Board – 2-year term currently held by Andrew Pond 

• Select Board – 1 year remaining on a 2-year term currently vacant 

• Select Board – 2 years remaining on a 3-year term currently held (appointed) by 

Rich Reid 

 

Not feeling quite ready to run for an elected office? The Town of Bolton is still seeking 

volunteers for multiple volunteer positions! Please go back to page 8!  We are also still 

seeking an alternate to the DRB.  Contact the Town Office or see the town website: 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/ 

 

 

 

mailto:clerkbolton@gmavt.net
http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
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Property Taxes  
Thank you to all the Bolton property owners who paid the 

November installment of property taxes on time, who wrote 

checks legibly, used a black or blue pen, and paid the correct 

amount. Just FYI – do you know that the town processes over 

3,500 tax payments in a year? Any assistance from the property 

owners in helping to make that process go smoothly is very much 

appreciated. 

Interest has been calculated on outstanding principal, and late and delinquent notices mailed.  To 

date, there remains $57,025.01 past due in property taxes.  Think it really doesn’t matter if you 

pay your property taxes on time? This is how that impacts the town:  $57,025.01 funds 100% of 

the loan and interest payments for the town’s Mini Pumper Firetruck, Fire Station renovations, 

Bucket Loader, and ¾ of the loan for the Tandem truck. 

 

If you are facing financial challenges, requesting property tax abatement from the town is always 

an option, as well as the state program to assist property owners: 

https://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/vermont-homeowner-assistance-program 

Please contact the Town Office for more information on abatement. 

There always seems to be some confusion around tax payments, especially for new property 

owners. Can you pay more than what is due? Absolutely! Can you pay in advance of due dates? 

Sure! Can you pay your whole balance at any time? Of course! Can you pay $100 now towards 

your February 2023 installment? Yes! Can we let you know what your balance is at any time? 

Certainly!  

What the town cannot do is MAKE CHANGE for your $100, $50, or even $20 dollar bill (we 

keep a very small amount of cash on hand and cannot provide more than a few dollars in change) 

mail you a receipt without your SASE, or become your own personal accountant; figuring out 

payment plans, and how much needs to be paid and when so that installments are paid in full and 

on time. The property owner needs to take ownership of that, with thanks for your understanding.

                                            AGEWELL MEALS ON WHEELS 

Bolton will now have AGEWELL (meals on wheels) delivered to the Bolton Fire Station 

on the 2nd Wednesday of each month.  Pick up times are 11 to 12 noon.  We provide 

services to individuals 60+ and their spouse or caregivers, and a disabled person(s) living 

with the senior, regardless of financial status. The next delivery will be December 

14th and will be: 

Stuffed chicken breast with apple cranberry stuffing, gravy 

mashed potatoes, sliced carrots, cranberry sauce, wheat dinner roll, 

pumpkin cake, & milk 

 

To order a meal please contact Robin Pecor-Brunell at 802-434-3042 or by email 

at rpecor@hotmail.com by December 9th. 

Discover all that we have to offer and let us help you age well! 

 

 Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition. Your 

submissions of any type and in any format are more than welcome!!! To OPT IN to receive the Bolton 

Gazette electronically and in color email boltongazette@gmavt.net  

https://publicservice.vermont.gov/content/vermont-homeowner-assistance-program
callto:802-434-3042
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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NOVEMBER 8, 2022, GENeRAL ELeCTION WRAP UP 

The election is over! Thanks to all who voted - 642 cast their ballots in the General Election, and 

250 in the special CSWD election.  For the General Election, that was 63% of the checklist, or 

74%, if the challenged voters (148) are removed. 

 

We especially want to send a big thank you to all of our election officials - Carol Devlin, Paula 

Gervia, Steve Diglio, John Devine, Joss & Hilary Besse, Rich & Mary Ellen Seaver Reid, Steve 

and Jeanne Barner, Lisa Stanton, Caroline McKelvey, Mica Cassara, Ann & Don Whitman, 

Ernest "Chip" Levesque, Zachary Haviland, Pamela "flask" Gude, Tammy McGuriman, Brooke 

Cutlan, Steve Peery and Amy Ludwin, Curt Hunter, Liz Lawrence, and Tim Grover. It takes a 

village to run a successful election! 

 

Many thanks to Smilie School as well. Voting in the Smilie School gym is a big disruption to 

Smilie’s usual day, including disrupting P.E. on the Monday before election Tuesday when we 

were setting up the gym for voting. We thank Smilie School staff and students for their 

understanding and flexibility, principal Derek Howard for checking in on us, and custodian Deb 

Andrews for turning up the heat!  

 

Of course, there was the usual assortment of write in votes for fictional characters which count as 

blank votes: Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse, Donald Duck, "my cat," "anyone else," etc., along 

with several votes for Bolton residents.  

 

For those of you who are not familiar with the write in tabulation process - when there is a write 

in vote detected by the tabulator, that ballot is sent to a special separate compartment of the 

tabulator.  Upon the close of the polls, a team of election officials must "fan" all of the ballots 

confirming there are no additional write ins that were not detected, then take all of the ballots out 

of the separate write in names compartment, and reconcile those votes, one by one to the tabulator 

tape, and complete a special, separate, hand written tally sheet with the office, all of the names, 

and the number of votes.  Within 48 hours the town must officially report all the write in names 

and number of votes in the “Official Return of Vote” (ORV) submitted to the state.  That requires 

each name to be individually typed into the ORV, and the votes reconciled against the election 

night reporting. In short, tabulating just the write in votes from the 2022 General Election 

took 11.5 volunteer/staff hours!  

 

We are grateful that we live in a democracy where we can write down 

the name of any person on a ballot that we feel is most qualified to 

hold that elected office.  However, we are not grateful for or 

appreciative of the votes that are cast as a "joke" for a friend or family 

member, or a fictitious person/thing.  Those votes take our 

volunteers/staff time and energy to tabulate. A vote for Donald Duck 

takes just as much time for volunteers/staff to tabulate as a vote for 

Phil Scott. We hope that voters become aware of this fact.   

 

Thanks again, for all each of you do to support elections and our community! 

 


