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VermonT’s primary eLecTion is August 9th,  
and you must be a registered voter in order to cast your ballot! 

Register to Vote: register online at https://mvp.vermont.gov/, by mail using a paper Vermont Voter 

Registration Form, in person at the Town Office, or in person at Smilie School on August 9th.  

How to Vote: Registered voters can vote two ways: by early/absentee voting by mail or in person, OR in 

person on August 9th at Smilie School from 7 a.m. - 7 p.m. Registered voters will not be automatically sent 

a ballot ahead of the Aug. 9th primary (all registered voters will receive a ballot by mail for the November 

8th election, more on that in a later Gazette!), ballots must be requested either online at 

https://mvp.vermont.gov/ or by contacting the Town Office. 

How to Submit your Voted Ballot: Deposit your voted ballot in the new BALLOT DROP BOX at the 

Town Office, to the left of the office door, return it person to the Town Office, at Smilie School on August 

9th, or by mail. We suggest that you mail your ballot by August 1st to ensure it arrives in time to be counted. 

Ballots received after August 9th will not be counted. 

Why Three Primary Ballots? For the primary, you will be offered a ballot from each of the major parties: 

Democratic, Republican and Progressive. You must pick one ballot to complete. However, all three ballots 

— including the two blank ones — must be returned in the envelope provided if you are voting early or 

returned at the polls for in person voting. Not returning the two blank ballots risks your vote not being 

counted! 

Tabulator: Bolton has been “hand counting” ballots since 1763, but 

this year that is changing. The Bolton Board of Civil Authority voted 

for the town to begin using a tabulator machine to count ballots. Our 

current voter checklist currently stands at 990 voters, and when 

towns reach 1,000 voters, they are mandated by the state to start 

using a tabulator. We did not feel that holding off for more ten 

registrations would provide any advantage, in fact election officials 

wanted an opportunity for us all to gain experience with the tabulator 

prior to the 2024 Presidential Election. The tabulator was purchased 

by the state and the state provides the programming for all state (not 

local) elections. We do plan to use the tabulator for local elections as 

well, as the programming costs have come down significantly over 

the last several years. We know that this will be different, with a 

learning curve, and we also know that Bolton will continue to 

provide a safe, accurate vote count, where every voted ballot counts. 

 

 

 

https://mvp.vermont.gov/
https://outside.vermont.gov/dept/sos/Elections%20Division/voters/voterapplication.pdf
https://outside.vermont.gov/dept/sos/Elections%20Division/voters/voterapplication.pdf
https://mvp.vermont.gov/


 

Out & About in Beautiful Bolton 

The spring nestlings have fledged, leaving their empty 

nests behind, gardens are in full bloom, as the Sugar 

Shack waterfall tumbles its way into August.    

 
 
 

        
       cLerk’s corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property Tax bills 
The FY 22-23 PROPERTY TAX BILLS were mailed 

on July 27th. Wondering why you never got your tax 

bill? Has your mailing address changed? If so, that’s 

why! Please contact the town office to let us know your 

new mailing address so that we can officially update the 

Grand List. Every year we get piles of tax bills returned 

that cannot be forwarded due to incorrect mailing 

addresses. Thank you!  

 

 
 

FY 22-23 Tax rate 
The Select Board set the municipal FY 22-23 tax rate 

(obviously!), see below. Although the municipal rate 

increased from last year, the state set education rate 

decreased, resulting in an overall decrease in FY 22-23 

tax rates. See the chart on page 13 for detailed yearly 

information! 

Homestead 

Municipal Rate: 0.7312 

Voter approved Conservation Fund: 0.0025 

Homestead Education Tax Rate: 1.5255 

Total Rate: 2.2592 

Taxes per $100K of Assessed Value: $2,259.20 

Reduction of $70.90 per $100K of Assessed Value per 

year compared to FY 21-22.  

 

Non-Homestead 

Municipal Rate: 0.7312 

Voter Approved Conservation Fund: 0.0025 

Non-Homestead Education Rate: 1.7156 

Total Rate: 2.4493 

Taxes per $100K of Assessed Value: $2,449.30 

Decrease of $29.90 per $100K of Assessed Value per 

year compared to FY 21-22.  
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Into the woods By ethan tapper 
The Miracle of Regeneration 

 

 
 

The aftermath of a disturbance, whether 

natural or human-caused, can be a very 

stressful time for forest stewards and forest 

lovers; leaving a forest seeming ugly, empty, 

hopeless. However, if we allow ourselves to 

look beyond the “mess” and to consider a 

more holistic understanding of what forests 

are and how they work, we can see that 

these moments are opportunities – chances 

for the forest to showcase the miracle of 

regeneration, and the many benefits that 

come with it. 

 

Forests are resilient. When light and space is 

made available in the forest, it is inevitably 

filled with regeneration: the growth of new 

trees and plants. Disturbances are more than 

something that forests endure – ever since 

there have been forests, there have been 

fires, windstorms, ice storms, insect, and 

disease outbreaks. Forests, and the 

thousands of species that comprise them, 

have adapted to these disturbances for 

thousands of years. As jarring as they may 

be to us, forests need disturbances; they are 

a critical part of how forests change over 

time, how they become diverse and 

complex, how they provide habitat for 

wildlife.  

 

 

 

The miracle of regeneration is the 

evolutionary response of the forest 

community to a dynamic world. Light -- the 

currency of the forest -- is usually controlled 

by trees, their broad canopies casting the 

understory in shade. Through the death of 

trees, a disturbance allows some of this 

precious light to reach the forest floor, 

offering an opportunity for new trees to 

establish and to grow towards the riches of 

the canopy.  

 

Like wildlife, each tree and plant species 

occupies a complex ecological niche. One of 

the ways that trees’ niches are defined is by 

the light levels under which they are most 

competitive. Shade-intolerant species like 

white birch and aspen (poplar) require very 

large openings, such as those caused by a 

large-scale or catastrophic disturbances, 

whereas shade-tolerant species like beech, 

sugar maple and hemlock can grow in near 

or complete shade. Mid-tolerant species like 

white ash, red oak and yellow birch 

compete best in mid-sized openings, too 

small for shade-intolerants and too big for 

slow-growing shade-tolerants to be 

competitive in.  

 

Trees are also adapted to a variety of other 

conditions – different tree species are 

competitive on different soil types and 

depths, on different slopes and aspects. 

Yellow birch and hemlock seedlings often 

grow on rotting “nurse logs,” or on the 

upturned roots of fallen trees. White pine 

seedlings colonize scarified (disturbed) soils, 

whereas sugar maple does best with a deep 

 

 

 

        Continued next page 
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layer of decomposing leaves. Red oak and 

white ash establish advance regeneration – 

seedlings which may wait in the understory 

for a decade or more, ready to shoot 

upwards in the event of a disturbance. 

Cherries, raspberries, and blackberries 

produce seeds that can remain viable but 

ungerminated in forest soils for decades, 

only sprouting following a disturbance.  

  

While it is intuitive to think of regeneration 

as a means to an end – the process by which 

dead trees are replaced by living trees – the 

process itself has tremendous value to the 

forest community. As a forest regenerates, it 

passes through many different stages, each 

of which provides unique habitat; used by 

wildlife from the insectivorous birds that 

hunt in canopy gaps to the pollinators that 

visit the diversity of herbaceous plants in 

flower. Each step in this continuum of 

change is normal, natural, and important to 

a wide range of living things.  

 

Understanding the miracle of regeneration, 

and the benefits it brings, can change the 

way that we think about disturbances in the 

forest – whether it’s a windstorm or a forest 

management project. Forests are built on 

change: every old growth forest was once a 

young forest and will be one again, and 

every tree in the woods is the legacy of the 

death of a tree, the memory of a disturbance. 

 

While it is incredible to witness the 

resilience of a forest, how it responds to 

adversity with regeneration and renewal, 

this resilience isn’t limitless. The miracle of 

regeneration is threatened by invasive 

plants, pests, and pathogens, by deer 

overpopulations, by climate change, by 

forest fragmentation and by deforestation.  

 

In this moment it is critical that we take 

action not just to protect forests but also to 

protect their ability to regenerate, to adapt, 

to change, to remake themselves for the 

world of the future. 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester 

for the Vermont Dept. of Forests, Parks, and 

Recreation. See what he’s been up to, check out 

his YouTube channel, sign up for his eNews and 

read articles he’s written at 

https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester 
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
Date: Thursday, August 25, 2022 

Time: 5 p.m. 

Place: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: The official menu is still under deliberation, but it will be a 

Hawaiian theme – yummy! Or should we say “ ‘ono? ” 

(“Delicious” in Hawaiian!)  

Questions? Contact Doris at 802-434-3769 

 

                  HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT ROAD COMMISSIONER POSITION 
The Town of Bolton is seeking an individual to fill a full-time salaried Highway 

Department Road Commissioner position. A Class B CDL (commercial driver’s 

license) is required. Full benefits package, salary range commensurate with 

experience ($65K – $70K), position open until filled. The full job description is 

available on the town website https://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/ To 

apply please submit a letter of interest (including qualifications and experience) and/or a 

resume to the Town of Bolton, 3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton, VT 05676, or 

apply through https://www.indeed.com/  The Town of Bolton is an equal opportunity 

employer. 

 

Many hands make light work!  
The Town of Bolton is still seeking volunteers! Please 

consider stepping forward to serve our community. We are 

especially seeking a representative to the Chittenden 

Regional Planning Commission as well as an Alternate to 

Bolton’s Development Review Board (DRB), a 

representative to the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) Board, members of the 

Planning Commission, the Energy Committee, and a second Animal Control Officer ($250 

Annual Stipend). Contact the Town Office for more information, or see the town website: 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/ 

 

            Reminder - library card reimbursements Are available! 
Approved by voters in the FY 22-23 budget, the Town is once again 

offering library card reimbursements to residents for library cards 

purchased at the Richmond or Waterbury Libraries. Bring your library card 

(or a copy), and/or proof of payment to the Town Office for 

reimbursement, which will by check through accounts payable, after Select 

Board warrant approval. Happy reading! 

 

Bolton gazette: Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the 

following month’s edition. We welcome all submissions in any format: stories, news, art, 

photographs! For submission or to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 

town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net 

 

https://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
https://www.indeed.com/
http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Mmuusd news  
 

Access the latest news and information from the MMUUSD anytime at  

https://www.mmuusd.org/ 

 

As well as information on open positions: 

https://www.mmuusd.org/families-_community/open_positions  

  

 

   iT’s back To schooL Time! 
The first student day for the MMUUSD will be Wednesday, August 31st.  

  

Safety reminder: please remember that the safety of our school bus riding students trumps 

the “this-school-bus-is-going-to-make-me-late” factor every time. State law requires that 

motorists stop for school buses in both directions (on a typical two-lane roadway) when 

the bus lights are flashing. Failing to stop or illegally passing a stopped school bus with 

flashing lights can result in fines and/or traffic violation points against the driver, and 

risks injuries to everyone involved. Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe by 

obeying the law. 

 

 

“ida Lancor’s schooL” West Bolton 

https://www.mmuusd.org/
https://www.mmuusd.org/families-_community/open_positions
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Bolton Economic Resource Committee Update 
on Broadband Expansion in Bolton 

 
The Bolton Economic Resource Committee (ERC) has continued to track the expansion of 

broadband in Bolton. In May, a press conference was held in West Bolton to announce federal 

and state funding that is being rolled out in communities across Vermont to increase residents’ 

access to broadband. Federal and state representatives, such as Congressman Peter Welch, 

Governor Phil Scot, Director Christine Halquist of the Vermont Community Broadband Board, 

and other local representatives and community members were in attendance. Bolton was chosen 

as the site of the conference to highlight the extraordinary collaboration between the Town of 

Bolton, the ERC, and our local service provider: Waitsfield Champlain Valley Telecom. You can 

check out the news story here: 

Vermont leaders announce broadband expansion in rural areas 

 

Below is an update on the progress that Waitsfield Champlain Valley Telecom (WCVT) is 

making in Bolton. They have continued to work expeditiously to install broadband across the 

town. WCVT has broken the build into four parts as follows (see included map for reference): 

1. The Golf Course area- This area begins where the FTTH* job on Stage Road ended last 

year just beyond Leary Road and continues northerly along Stage Road and includes all 

customers to the North. 

2. Route 2 North of the Access Road Area- This area is between Bolton Valley Access and 

Stage Road and includes all Roads along the way. 

3. Route 2 South of the Access RD Area- This includes Fernwood Manor and all roads off 

Route 2 going South. 

4. Ski Area- This area begins where the FTTH* job ended on Bolton Valley Access and 

goes all the way to the Ski Area. 

*FTTH – Fiber to the home 

 

At this time all the main line aerial cable has been placed and spliced on the Golf Course and 

Route 2 North areas. Buried cable is being placed on the Golf Course areas and soon the Route 2 

North area. WCVT has completed a survey of the pole to house work required and in the Route 2 

South as well as the Ski Area and hope to begin those areas soon.  

 

There are several other homes in Bolton that are served by Consolidated Communications. As of 

your last contact with Consolidated this Spring, there are no updates regarding the Bolton 

addresses and Consolidated unfortunately does not foresee any movement in 2022. They have 

chosen to focus their construction in Southern Vermont this year and are developing their build 

plans for 2023. The federal funds that Consolidated received to improve broadband in towns like 

Bolton only require that all builds are completed by 2027. The ERC continues to communicate 

with Consolidated and encourage them to make Bolton a priority. 

 

If you have questions regarding the ERC’s work on broadband, please email us at 

erc@boltonvt.com. 

See the broadband map on the next page. 

 
 

https://www.mynbc5.com/article/vermont-leaders-announce-broadband-expansion-in-rural-areas/40082014
mailto:erc@boltonvt.com
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Peregrine falcon nesting season update  
from Margaret fowle Audubon VT

 

Hi VT Peregriners – 

  

The peregrine season is winding down, and it appears that the falcons 

had a good year overall. Thanks to everyone for all your efforts. We 

will be finalizing the results in the next few weeks. 

  

Thanks again,  

Margaret Fowle 

Senior Conservation Biologist, Audubon, VT 

 www.vt.audubon.org  

Bolton/Duxbury Peregrine Sites as of 7/15/2022:  

1. Bolton Notch Upper Upper West (Bolton) – 1 chick fledged (J 

Hullstrung). 

2. Bone Mt (Bolton) – 1 chick fledged (M Fowle, T Patti, G Yaros, C 

Wolfanger). 

3. Camels Hump (Duxbury) – 3 chicks nearly fledged (M Fowle, T Patti, G 

Yaros). 

4. Stimson Mountain (Bolton) – no known site visit. 

 

VT Fish & Wildlife Bear PSA: Lock Your Car Doors!  
 

Fish & Wildlife has received a number of messages about bears in 

Bolton breaking into unsecured cars to access food stored there. 

The department reminds Bolton residents that the most important 

coexistence strategy to prevent bears from learning dangerous 

behaviors is to secure any food that might attract them. At this 

stage, all residents should make sure not to store food in vehicles 

and to keep vehicle doors locked and windows closed. This should 

discourage the local bear population from continuing this behavior 

or learning new, more dangerous behaviors. 

  

If your community acts now, you can help keep Vermont’s bears wild and prevent 

conflicts between people and bears from escalating in Bolton. Questions can be directed 

to the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department at 802 828 

1000 or fwinformation@vermont.gov. If a bear is visiting your property to find food or 

frequently spending time close to your home or business, please complete a bear incident 

report: https://anrweb.vt.gov/FWD/FW/WildlifeBearReport.aspx 

http://www.vt.audubon.org/
callto:802%20828%201000
callto:802%20828%201000
mailto:fwinformation@vermont.gov
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fanrweb.vt.gov%2FFWD%2FFW%2FWildlifeBearReport.aspx&data=05%7C01%7Csgage%40townofbrandon.com%7C62dd6825c98e4998511308da63545307%7Ca319b47b30074bf6a632483f5f17bbda%7C1%7C0%7C637931511075958461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J%2FWnycMXE1dvjjunrX0fwDCQMIIUke6Fpg3Z5T0SqEU%3D&reserved=0
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CSC Video Programs Now 
Available on YouTube 

 
For years, the Community Senior Center has been hosting programs on topics that included local 

and Vermont history, nature, and helpful tips for daily living, as well as area seniors’ own 

travelogues and garden tours. Prior to COVID, these programs were presented in person to 

audiences, usually at the Richmond Free Library. 

 

In response to social distancing requirements during COVID’s peak periods, the CSC board took 

steps to present these programs on-line so that area residents could access them safely. The on-

line format also made it easier to offer more programs, and as a result, the number grew from one 

or two per month to as many as three per week. Because the presentations were well-received for 

their educational and enjoyment value, the CSC elected to record each one.  

 

The CSC now has loaded over 50 of its programs on YouTube so that anyone can access them at 

any time. New presentations will be added as they are recorded, whether on-line or at a live venue 

when in-person programs resume. 

 

Area residents’ travelogues on the CSC’s YouTube site cover many locations including Croatia, 

Patagonia, New Zealand, and Pre-historic Sites in Europe. Local seniors also offer gardening tips 

and tours of their own gardens. Other video topics range from art and nature to Vermont’s 

Abenaki tribes and critical chapters in history such as the underground railroad, the role of US 

spy planes in the Cuba Missile Crisis of the 60s and the remarkable efforts to achieve women’s 

right to vote.  

 

According to CSC board member George Lam of Huntington who established the YouTube site, 

“our audio-visual programs can be accessed on any device such as an iPad, smart phone, or 

laptop. Go to YouTube.com, enter Community Senior Center in the search window, then click the 

return button on your laptop. When a list of sites appears, scroll down to the Community Senior 

Center name and logo. Clicking on that site brings up the full list of programs for viewing.” 

 

 

 

 
The tireless efforts of suffragettes to gain 

women’s voting rights is one of the many 

diverse topics available in videos on the 

CSC’s new YouTube site. 
 

* Text & Photo Credit: The Sun - Community 

News 
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updates from the Preston Pond conservation area 

 

Many thanks to Will Peery and eleven energetic and hard-working volunteers for 

completing trail work in the PPCA.  

 

Will noted that “we went at it hard for five hours, the weather got hot by midmorning, but 

we persisted. We completed all the work I wanted to get done on the new trail with 

enough time to spend an hour and a half digging out the water bars on the VAST trail to 

reduce further erosion.” 

 

Many thanks to Quinn Keating as well, for manufacturing the new signs for the new/re-

routed trail.  

 

Our community is truly fortunate to have so many folks invested in the stewardship of 

this wonderful town resource! Thank you! 
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Vermont Forest Future Strategic Roadmap Initiative Set to Launch 

 
MONTPELIER, VT - The Vermont Department of Forests, Parks, and Recreation (FPR) is 

set to launch an initiative to develop a Forest Future Strategic Roadmap to identify 

actionable strategies to strengthen, modernize, promote, and protect Vermont’s forest 

products sector and the broader forest economy. The initiative was authorized by the 

Vermont Legislature and signed into law by Governor Scott in Act 183 of 2022. 

 

Vermont’s private and public forestlands provide a wide range of unique and irreplaceable 

resources and benefits, including protection of wildlife habitat, conservation of air, soil and 

water, mitigation of the effects of climate change, as well as providing necessary forest 

products and the natural infrastructure of Vermont’s economy. They also support a forest 

products sector which provides nearly 14,000 jobs and generates $2.1 billion in annual sales. 

The Forest Future Strategic Roadmap will address the crucial challenges the forest economy 

faces and identify opportunities to help Vermont chart a path forward to protect the long-term 

viability of forest-based businesses and the many benefits and values they provide to us all. 

 

Act 183 calls on the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation’s Commissioner, Michael 

Snyder, to lead the effort, including appointing an Advisory Panel. The Act stipulates that the 

Advisory Panel shall consist of representatives from forest products enterprises, State 

agencies, investors, forestland owners, foresters, loggers, truckers, wood products 

manufacturers, recreational specialists, education representatives, trade organizations, and 

other partners as deemed appropriate. 

 

Commissioner Snyder shared his excitement about the initiative, stating, “Vermont’s forests 

are our unique competitive advantage; we cannot outsource the benefits and values they 

produce. We are utterly dependent on our forests. I hope this Roadmap will stimulate a 

collaborative approach to modernizing and growing the forest economy in Vermont to benefit 

our environment, our economy, and all Vermonters for the long term.” 

 

To assist in developing the Vermont Forest Future Strategic Roadmap, the Department is 

asking interested Vermonters who have a connection to Vermont’s forest economy 

to apply to serve on the Advisory Panel by August 5. The roughly 18-month project will kick 

off later this summer and will provide final recommendations to the General Assembly 

by January 1, 2024.  

 

Learn more about the initiative at https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest-future-strategic-roadmap. 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/Documents/2022/Docs/ACTS/ACT183/ACT183%20As%20Enacted.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=O5O0IK26PEOcAnDtzHVZxlxwo7sDHwVFgSzuQgyUG5ZUN1ZRNUZRNVlQVEhMNkU5Q0xKVEFKVU9JSy4u
https://fpr.vermont.gov/forest-future-strategic-roadmap
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bolton in bloom! 
Linda Baker’s garden on the bottom of the Bolton Valley Access Road never disappoints, 

especially in August with a multitude of day lilies in all colors and shapes in full bloom! 

 

 
 


