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THE BOLTON Gazette 
The Town of Bolton, Vermont 

“The Land of bouLders and bears” 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway, Bolton VT 05676 

 

honoring boLTon’s veTerans 

“In the face of impossible odds, people who love 

this country, can change it.” 

 – Barack Obama 

Although Memorial Day 2022 has already been 

celebrated, we wanted to pause for a moment to 

honor and remember all of the Bolton men and 

women who died while serving in the U.S. 

Military. 

Thank you to the Smilie School students and staff 

who continued the Smilie tradition of visiting the 

East Bolton Cemetery to place new flags at the 

graves of Bolton’s Veterans this year. Thank you 

to Pamela Gude, aka “flask,” for honoring 

Bolton’s Veterans by playing taps on Memorial 

Day at both of Bolton’s cemeteries. And lastly 

thanks to Cemetery Commissioner Betty 

Wheelock for providing the new flags for the 

cemeteries and monuments. 
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Out and About in Beautiful Bolton 

The chartreuse greens of the forest, waterfalls 

energized by spring rains, red efts of all sizes 

scattered across the forest floor, and evidence that a 

moose has just passed by…it must be June in Bolton! 

 

 
 
 

        
       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Property taxes 
Thank you to the property owners who have 

completed payment of their 21-22 property taxes. 

Your prompt payment allows the town to meet its 

financial obligations, AKA, pay our bills! The 8% 

penalty and 1% interest have been applied to 

outstanding principal, and notices have been mailed, 

along with information on Bolton’s Delinquent Tax 

Collection Policy. Please note: it is the taxpayer’s 

responsibility to contact the town office to address 

their delinquent taxes. If not addressed within 30 

days of notice, the process moves towards a tax sale 

or small claims court, per policy. 

 

At the close of the FY 21-22 tax year there was over 

$65,000 in unpaid property taxes, which is slightly 

higher than “normal.” To put this number in 

perspective, that $65,000 would fund about 15 

weeks of Bolton’s employee payroll. 

 

We recognize that these continue to be financially 

challenging times. Every taxpayer has the right to 

request “tax abatement” (taxes waived) from the 

Board of Tax Abatement. Please contact the Town 

Office for more information on abatement. In 

addition, there is mortgage, utility, and property tax 

assistance available through the VT Homeowners 

Assistance Program. Make contact at: 

https://vermonthap.vhfa.org/  

Help!! Volunteer opportunities! 
Yes, we know you are probably tired of hearing 

this…there are still several volunteer 

opportunities unfilled ~ give back to your 

community, help build your resume, or increase 

your knowledge base in a particular area! We are 

STILL seeking a CCRPC & CSWD 

representative, a second Animal Control Officer, 

an alternate to the Development Review Board, 

and a Planning Commission member. Interested? 

Hope so! Just contact the Town Office. 

 
 

 

https://vermonthap.vhfa.org/


 

mmuusd news 
May 24, 2022 

 

Dear MMUUSD School Community,  

 

I am very sad and sorry to be sending another correspondence about a mass 

shooting that took place today at an elementary school in Uvalde, Texas. This 

incomprehensible act of violence resulted in the death of several students, adults, and 

injured others. Therefore, it is important that I offer the following:  

• some resources to assist in having conversations about this tragedy with your student(s) 

o Talking to Children about Terrorist Attacks and School and Community 

Shootings in the News 

o Talking to Children About Violence: Tips for Parents and Teachers 

o Gun Violence and Mass Shootings - Table Talk - ADL 

o Helping Children with Tragic Events in the News 

o Helping Kids Navigate Scary News Stories 

o Tips for Helping Children Cope After a Traumatic Event 

• affirm that we are intentional, doing our best and working hard to keep our schools safe 

and continue to plan for emergencies; 

• and, let you know that we will provide any resources that we can to support students, 

families, and staff members.  

 

MMUUSD sends its deepest condolences to the families, friends, students, and staff members 

affected by the unbelievable tragedy in Uvalde, Texas. We must do everything we can to keep our 

communities safe and support one another. Please do not hesitate to reach out to school 

administrators, guidance counselors and our school social workers if you need assistance or have 

questions.  

Sincerely,  

John R. Alberghini, MMUUSD Superintendent 
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Access MMUUSD updates and more information 

at: https://www.mmuusd.org/  

https://www.schoolcrisiscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Guidelines-Talking-to-Kids-About-Attacks-Two-Sided-Onesheet-Format.pdf
https://www.schoolcrisiscenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Guidelines-Talking-to-Kids-About-Attacks-Two-Sided-Onesheet-Format.pdf
https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-safety-and-crisis/school-violence-resources/talking-to-children-about-violence-tips-for-parents-and-teachers
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/table-talk/gun-violence-mass-shootings
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/helping-children-with-tragic-events-in-the-news
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/helping-kids-navigate-scary-news-stories
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eusDJ-omzGf7xuLE-Qt0WMDqPepesvrU/view?usp=sharing
https://www.mmuusd.org/
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Into the woods by ethan tapper 

Ephemerals and Insects 
 

 
 

It is springtime in Vermont and our forests 

are beginning to fill with green. While the 

growing season for trees is just beginning, 

spring ephemeral wildflowers on the forest 

floor are nearing the end of their short lives. 

“Ephemerals” like Hepatica, bloodroot, trout 

lily, Dutchman’s breeches, blue cohosh, 

spring beauties and wild leeks are so-called 

because they live the majority of their lives 

in the brief (ephemeral) window between 

when the soil thaws and when trees sprout 

leaves.  

  

Ephemerals hold a special place in 

many forest-lovers’ hearts, both for their 

beauty and for their roles as harbingers of 

spring – the first flowers to bloom after a 

long winter. Besides being important in their 

own right, some of ephemerals’ most 

fascinating qualities are their enigmatic 

relationships with insects. 

 

Dutchman’s breeches (Dicentra 

cucullaria) and squirrel corn (Dicentra 

canadensis) have unique flowers, similar to 

the closely-related domestic plant bleeding 

heart (Dicentra spectabilis). 60-80% of 

Vermont’s plants rely on insects for 

pollination, and Dicentra is among them; 

their strange flowers are pollinated nearly 

exclusively by queen bumblebees. 

Bumblebee colonies die each winter, leaving  

only a mated queen to emerge and start a 

new colony in the spring. The evolutionary 

relationship between bumblebees and 

Dicentra is such that the emergence of 

bumblebee queens is timed with the 

blooming of these flowers. 

 

While bumblebees also visit other 

flowers, some insects rely on a single 

species. The spring beauty miner bee 

(Andrena erigeniae), one of Vermont’s more 

than 300 species of native bees, is a spring 

beauty specialist – visiting only tiny spring 

beauty (Claytonia virginica) flowers. The 

uncommon West Virgina White butterfly 

(Pieris virginiensis) is completely reliant on 

toothworts (Cardamine spp.) to complete 

their life cycle; while adults may nectar 

from other flowers, their larvae can only 

grow on toothworts. 

 

Many ephemerals also rely on some 

of our region’s more than 130 species of 

ants to disperse their seeds. Ephemeral 

species such as bloodroot (Sanguinaria 

canadensis), Trillium, Dicentra, spring 

beauty, and wild ginger produce seeds with 

a fatty appendage called an elaiosome. Ants 

transport these seeds across the forest to 

their colonies, where they consume the 

elaiosomes and discard the seeds.  

 

The presence of spring ephemerals 

in our forests is an incredible testament to 

their resilience. In a region whose forests 

have been about 80% cleared in the last 200 

years, the fact that any of these ephemerals – 

and their insect associates – are here at all is 

nothing short of a miracle. But while they 

(like our forests) are resilient, they are also 

under threat. Continued next page 
 

 

Dutchman’s Breeches 
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The biggest threat to any forest 

plant, animal or tree is deforestation; 

Vermont is losing thousands of acres of 

forestland per year, and with them entire 

biological communities. Our remaining 

forests are increasingly fragmented, 

preventing plants and insects from 

colonizing new areas and creating islands of 

habitat within which populations of many 

species are vulnerable to local extinctions. 

  

Besides deforestation, ephemerals 

and their insect associates must contend with 

many other threats embodied in our changed 

and changing world. Locally-high deer 

populations may browse these species to 

death, and non-native invasive plants like 

garlic mustard, buckthorn, honeysuckle, and 

Japanese barberry form monocultures in the 

forest understory, displacing both 

ephemerals and the insects that rely on them. 

As our climate changes, the complex and 

delicate evolutionary relationships between 

insects and plants, like the timing of the 

emergence of queen bumblebees and the 

blooming of Dicentra, are under threat. The 

effects of these changes ripple up the food 

chain, impacting larger species like 

songbirds, mammals and, of course, 

ourselves.  

 

Like so many parts of our forests, 

spring ephemerals and the insects that rely 

on them are unique, important and at risk. 

As our world changes around us, we must 

protect healthy, whole forests in the name of 

a functional and beautiful world – and to 

ensure that our grandchildren can enjoy 

these incredible wildflowers blooming in the 

understory of the spring forest. 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden 

County Forester for the Vermont Dept. of 

Forests, Parks, and Recreation. See what 

he’s been up to, check out his YouTube 

channel, sign up for his eNews and read 

articles he’s written at 

https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester 

 

 

 

 
Peregrine falcon update from Audubon vt 
 
Vermont biologists and community scientists have continued to monitor nesting cliffs where 

incubation and hatching are underway. In Bolton, however, there may not be either this year. 

1. Bolton Notch Upper Upper West (Bolton) – no falcons seen 

during early/mid May.  

2. Bone Mt (Bolton) – possibly unoccupied. 

However, please continue to respect cliff closures here in Bolton. 

In addition there has been quite a scare with Avian Flu, especially 

as it relates to eagles. So far species with confirmed cases in 

Vermont are Bald Eagle and Turkey Vulture. Please follow 

protocols that are outlined by VT Fish & Wildlife if you find or 

see a dead or sick bird:https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-
more/living-with-ildlife/wildlife-diseases/avian-influenza-wildlife-health-bulletin 

https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-ildlife/wildlife-diseases/avian-influenza-wildlife-health-bulletin
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/learn-more/living-with-ildlife/wildlife-diseases/avian-influenza-wildlife-health-bulletin
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CLerk’s corner continued From Page 2 
 

Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner 
Did someone say strawberry shortcake? Don’t miss out!  

When: Thursday, June 23rd, 5 p.m. 

Where: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: Brisket, potato salad, green bean casserole, corn casserole 

and strawberry shortcake! 

Questions? Please call Doris at 802-999-4555  
 

Wheeler Trust Scholarship Recipients 
Congratulations to the 2022 Wheeler Trust Scholarships recipients: 

Andrew Gervia, Carly Hanson, Layla Drinkwater, Lia Chien, & Matthew 

Chien. We wish you all much success in your academic endeavors!  

 

              Congratulations to all of our  
Bolton graduates!  

May and June are traditional graduation months, and we 

especially want to congratulate and recognize all of our Bolton 

students…Smilie School 4th graders, CHMS 8th graders, MMU 

High School and Technical Center seniors, and college and 

graduate school students; congratulations on your graduation! Our 

hats off to you all, your families, your teachers, and professors for 

meeting and conquering all of the continued challenges that 

COVID-19 has brought, and we wish you all well. Here’s to your 

continued academic success, or your celebration of the 

completion of your academic career! 

 

boLTon’s grand LisT  
Bolton’s Assessor Ted Nelson has “lodged” Bolton’s Grand List (the 

list of individual property owners and the properties’ assessed values 

as of April 1, 2022) on May 25th. Property owners whose properties 

had a change of value have been mailed a written notice of change. If 

a property value did not change, no notice was sent. The window for 

grieving (disagreeing with) a property’s assessed value has opened, 

and grievance hearings will be held on Wednesday, June 8, 2022, 

in person, beginning at 10 a.m. at the Town Office. Appointments are required and are 

scheduled sequentially. Grievance is open to every property owner, whether the property value 

has changed or not, and the process has a very specific timeline per state statue. To grieve the 

assessed value of your property, the grievance must be received in writing, and either brought 

with you to your scheduled grievance hearing, or submitted to the Town Office by 2 p.m. on June 

8, 2022. Postmarks are not accepted. Grievance forms are available on the town website, 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/ or by calling the Town Office.  

 

Bolton gazette information 
Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the following month’s edition. To 

receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the town save $ on paper and postage costs!) 

email boltongazette@gmavt.net 
 

callto:802-999-4555
http://boltonvt.com/documents/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Csc Sets Fund-Raising Goal to 
 Support More Seniors 

The Community Senior Center has announced 

the level of funding it must raise from donors to continue to serve its growing roster of senior 

participants. The organization begins its annual fund-raising drive this month. 

 

Despite COVID restrictions over the past years, the number of seniors the CSC engages in 

various ways has increased significantly. Creative new approaches to hosting programs and activities - 

and a broader menu of both - have made the growth in participation possible.  

 

 The CSC’s budget calls for $25,600 to be able to build on its offerings and implement new 

initiatives that will allow more seniors to participate. Because it does not draw from the towns’ tax 

revenues, the organization relies on individual donations for the funds needed to support its work. 

 

 Approximately 80% of the non-profit’s budget is allocated to programs and activities. Several 

new initiatives in 2022 are aimed at fulfilling the CSC’s vision of providing “Boundless opportunities 

for all seniors to live life to the fullest.”  An example is the CSC board’s recent decision to make 

participation fees optional for activities that have associated costs for such things as rental equipment 

and instructors. Ice skating, bowling, and line dancing fall in that category.  

 

According to Board Chair Jane Vossler, “We take seriously our commitment to all seniors 

who would like to participate in what we offer. This includes those whose circumstances may prevent 

their making a contribution at the time a fee-based activity takes place. The generosity of our donors 

has made it possible for the CSC to cover these costs, and it is carried out in a way that protects 

individuals’ privacy.”  

 

During COVID restrictions on social interaction, the CSC adopted an on-line format to 

sustain activities and programs. It emerged as an effective tool for engaging more seniors who may 

have been unable to travel to in-person activities and programs in the past. Going forward, the CSC 

plans to continue certain activities either fully on-line, or in hybrid sessions conducted on-line and in-

person. Meditation, needle arts, French and Spanish conversation and reading groups are examples of 

internet-adaptable activities that the CSC can extend to a broader range of seniors. 

 

While the CSC currently serves a wide range of abilities and interests, there is an ongoing 

focus on adding more programs, activities, and services. 

Recently, the organization re-instituted the foot clinic, with 

the support of Richmond Family Medicine. It also added 

several new seasonal activities and now has three raised-bed 

gardens courtesy of the Richmond Community Garden.  

 

Individuals who wish to support the CSC’s work 

can send a check to the Community Senior Center, P.O. 

Box 508, Richmond 05477, or contribute by credit card on 

its website at cscvt.org. 

 

 

 
 

 
The CSC now offers French Conversation 

and other activities both in-person and on-

line to reach more seniors. 

 

 



june 2022                                                                                                             page 8 
 

broadband in bolton! 
 

On May 23, 2022, Representative Peter Welch, joined Governor Phil Scott, the Vermont 

Community Broadband Board, and community leaders including Select Board and 

Economic Resource Committee members for a press conference in Bolton to highlight 

the $16 million in broadband construction grants being awarded to Vermont companies. 

These grants will help close the digital divide in Bolton and in Vermont by providing 

high-speed internet to a multitude of homes. Our thanks again to Bolton’s Economic 

Resource Committee, and Deb Shelby, Bolton’s 2022 Good Citizen of the Year, who are 

the driving force/s behind increasing broadband here in Bolton! The Select Boad has 

allocated $200K of Bolton’s ARPA funds to broadband efforts. Read on for the news 

release from NBC 5. 

 

From NBC 5: Throughout the pandemic, many people relied on the internet for remote work, 

online education, and telemedicine, which pushed Vermont leaders to prioritize investments in 

broadband. The ultimate goal is for every home to have a strong and reliable internet connection, 

even in rural areas.        

continued next page 
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Now, as part of a $245 million statewide buildout effort, new fiber-optic lines will soon deliver 

internet into Bolton and several towns in the Northeast Kingdom. 

“I think most of us would agree. Reliable high-speed internet access is essential to growing our 

economy. And this is especially true in the rural parts of our state," said Gov. Phil Scott, (R) 

Vermont. For decades, Vermont’s rural communities have struggled with a shrinking workforce, 

but Gov. Scott and Rep. Peter Welch, (D) Vermont, say broadband investments could begin to 

reverse the trend. “All the folks who live in rural America have to have broadband to have a shot 

at having a vital, economic life," Welch said. 

The Vermont Community Broadband Board approved $16 million in construction grants to make 

that possible. In Bolton, family-owned operator Waitsfield Champlain Valley Telecom will 

connect 500 homes.  

For those who work remotely, fast internet is critical. “It has completely changed my world 

getting on fiber again. It makes my business possible from home," said Deborah Shelby of 

Bolton. 

“I was just saying today we have four people co-working at my house this morning and it’s been 

no problem with Zoom calls. So, it’s been a really amazing effort to bring that type of capacity to 

our neighborhood," said Allison Smith of Bolton. 

But building the new network will take some time. “Our plans are to get all the main line up this 

year and as many customers hooked up by the end of this year as possible," Roger Nishi, vice 

president of Industry Relations for Waitsfield Champlain Valley Telecom. 

“After two years, we will have touched over 90% of the 51 member communities and provided 

the foundational infrastructure throughout the entire district," said Christa Shute, executive 

director of NEK Broadband. 

According to Gov. Scott, there may be some delays in getting all of the material and labor in 

place to build out the network. These two grants are just the beginning of broadband work in the 

state. The Vermont Community Broadband Board expects to issue more grants this summer. 
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Richmond 4th of July celebration! 
The Celebrate Richmond VT, Inc group is planning the July 4th 

event in Richmond this year, and all are invited to join in the 

festivities! There will be a fun run (starts at 10:20 a.m. at 

CHMS), the traditional 4th of July parade (starts at 10:30 a.m. 

from Harringtons, look for Bolton’s firetruck!), activities in 

the park, music, & of course, fireworks! 

 

Parade floats from other towns or any other participation in the 

parade are most welcome! There will be cash prizes for the best 

top 3 parade floats! Interested in participating as a food or craft 

vendor? Just get in touch!  

 

We hope to see you at the Richmond Farmer’s Market on 

Fridays, and on the July 4th in Richmond!  

Linda M Parent, CVC, Town of Richmond 

Lparent@richmondvt.gov and (802)434-2221 

 

  
 
 

Failed septic systems 
It is a terrible feeling to have a toilet that is not flushing 

correctly, and then even worse, to find a wet spot or a puddle 

on your lawn, in the vicinity of your septic system when there 

hasn’t been any rain for days…and you realize that your 

septic system is failing.  

 

There may be financial assistance available to you through the State of Vermont not only for 

repairs to/replacement of a septic system, but also for “on-site water” (wells) if you meet 

eligibility requirements. Currently the first round of applications for funding has been closed, 

and applications are under review, but there is potential for future rounds of funding. Find 

more information at:  

https://anr.vermont.gov/content/funding-install-or-replace-water-or-wastewater-systems   

 
We also want to note that there has been an incident in Bolton, requiring a massive clean up 

effort, which was the incentive for providing this information. While we are not going to 

provide the details, we hope that whoever was responsible will recognize that their actions 

were illegal, extremely concerning on multiple levels, and have stopped. Please reach out for 

help if needed, including contacting the Town Office. We want to support all of our residents.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:Lparent@richmondvt.gov
callto:(802)434-2221
https://anr.vermont.gov/content/funding-install-or-replace-water-or-wastewater-systems
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Remembrance Gathering for Michael McKeown 
 

In keeping with Mike’s wishes, we’d be honored to have you join us for 

an informal gathering in celebration of Mike’s “storied” life at  

191 Black Fly Hill in West Bolton on 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18, 2022, 1-3 pm. 

     

There’s plenty of parking in our Black Fly Hill field. We’ll have a tent 

for shelter, rain, or shine. Feel free to bring lawn chairs - and, of course, 

your gift of gab. Please feel free to pass along these details to others,  

as all are welcome! 

                                        Questions? - contact Kirsten McKeown @ 802-310-2881 

 

 

Bolton’s justices of the peace 
We are thankful that our five current Justices of the Peace, Brenda 

McKeown, Paula Gervia Rich Reid, John Devine, and Steve Diglio have 

all confirmed that they will be running for re-election in the November 8, 

2022, General Election.  

 

Did you know that the number of “JPs” a town may have is population 

based? “The Vermont Constitution prescribes, on the basis of 

population, the maximum number of justices of the peace that may be 

elected for each town (VT Const. Ch. II, § 52)/” Although a town may 

elect fewer JPs if desired, Bolton is now able to elect up to SEVEN JPs. 

 

The duties of JPs are many and varied - serving on the Board of Civil 

Authority (serving as election officials, dispersing Wheeler Trust Scholarships, hearing 

grievance appeals from the Assessor, and engaging in the state re-districting process) and 

the Board of Tax Abatement (hearing abatement requests). Whether a JP chooses to 

solemnize marriages is up to the individual. 

 

Are you interested in running for JP? The deadline for petitions and consent for candidate 

forms is August 12th, and the Town Office will provide both forms. Just contact us! More 

information about JPs is available at: 

https://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/board-civil-authority/  

and: 

https://outside.vermont.gov/dept/sos/Elections%20Division/town%20clerks%20and%20l

ocal%20elections/jp-guide-2019.pdf  

 

 

 
 

https://boltonvt.com/boards-minutes/board-civil-authority/
https://outside.vermont.gov/dept/sos/Elections%20Division/town%20clerks%20and%20local%20elections/jp-guide-2019.pdf
https://outside.vermont.gov/dept/sos/Elections%20Division/town%20clerks%20and%20local%20elections/jp-guide-2019.pdf
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Green Up Day Was a Great Success! 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in Green Up Day 2022 and helped to make 

Bolton a little greener and even more beautiful. The two 30 yards dumpsters at the town 

garage were filled to their brims with litter and tires! Although we haven’t received the 

dumpsters’ weight in tons, Green Up Day Vermont reported that 28.4 tons of trash and 

27.8 tons of tires (over 2500 tires) were collected form VT roadways!  

 

A special shout out and thanks to the Climbing Access Resource Group of VT 

(CRAGVT) for mobilizing a team (for the 2nd year!)  of 14 volunteer “greener uppers” 

whose enthusiasm and “productivity” was amazing (you “rock” CRAGVT!), Pamela 

“Flask” Gude for the pre-green-up-day reconnaissance and serving as the green up bag 

concierge, and Jane Agran for volunteering as greeter and information provider at the 

Town Garage.  

 

Thanks to Andrea Charest for sending on lots of great CRAGVT pictures (see more on 

page 16!) and Sue Rooney who wrote: “Our granddaughter (McKinley) ‘counted down 

how many sleeps’ before Green Up Day. She loves helping her community!”  

 

Thank you all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the 
Chittenden Solid 
Waste District: 
CSWD is kicking 
off our summer 
tour season! We 
have lots of FREE 

tours and 
workshops coming 
up available to all. 

Folks can visit 
our tours, 

webinars, and 
workshops page to 

see the current 
schedule  

and sign up. 
 

 

https://cswd.net/tours-webinars/
https://cswd.net/tours-webinars/
https://cswd.net/tours-webinars/
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highway department update 
Staff: Currently the Highway Department is working with a team of two, Eric Andrews and 

Billy Atwood, which negatively impacts the department functionality. The Select Board is 

reviewing staffing needs in order to make the best decision on hiring/job position for the 

department and for Bolton taxpayers. 

 

Projects: Better Road grant work is scheduled to begin May 

31st on the upper part of the Bolton Valley Access Road, with 

ditching and culvert work. This project is all part of Bolton 

meeting the requirements of the Municipal Road General 

Permit.  

 

Paving: The town is waiting for official notification regarding a state paving grant 

application submitted. We are not expecting to receive funding this year, and likely will hold 

the $80K in paving budgeted for FY 21-22 for another year for grant leverage and to allow 

for a more significant amount of paving. Currently, 1 mile of paving costs in the $175K 

range.  

 

Route 2: There will be work by the state continuing on Route 2 from east of Notch Road to 

the Paquette Full of Posies nursery west of Richmond, near the Richmond/Williston town 

line. Currently, we don’t have a full understanding of the scope of work but know that work 

will be continuing through 2024. At some point, the state will be assigning a Public 

Information Consultant for questions and concerns, and we will share that information when 

it is available. 

Reminder: parking at smilie school and vicinity  
The MMUUSD established regulations with respect to parking in the Smilie School parking 

lot, resulting from multiple issues and safety concerns from non-school business use of the 

parking lot. The Town has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 

the MMUUSD which allows the town to tow vehicles which: 

 

1. Block a firelane. 

2. Block the dry hydrant located behind the school. 

3. Impede other vehicles. 

4. Are not on school related business and are present from 7 a.m. – 3:30 

p.m., Monday–Friday when school/in-service is in session. 

5. Are not on school related business and are in the parking lot from 

dusk to dawn, annually from May 1 – October 31. 

In addition, there is NO PARKING on the Bolton Valley Access Road from the junction of 

Route 2, north (uphill) for 2 miles. This is not “no parking on the traveled portion of the 

road,” this is NO PARKING. Period. Parking on Curtis Lane is for those residents only. 

Thank you for helping to mitigate issues and safety concerns by abiding by all of 

MMUUSD’s and Bolton’s parking regulations. 

Please be aware overnight camping on town owned property is prohibited. This 

includes the east side of the Bolton Potholes, the property at the rear of Smilie School, the 

PPCA, and the Sara Holbrook parcel (adjacent to Route 2, bordering the Winooski River 

where the GMC Long Trail crosses the Winooski River). 19 V.S.A. 1106. 
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conservation commission news 
 

City Nature Challenge 2022:  

We have just wrapped up the 2022 City Nature Challenge, a worldwide 

event organized by the California Academy of Sciences and the Natural 

History Museum of Los Angeles County. 

 

In Bolton during the Challenge, we made 468 observations of 162 

species, and we had identification help from 59 people across Vermont, in 13 states 

across the US, and even identifiers from Canada, Germany, Poland, and Russia. 

 

Globally, the most commonly observed species was the common dandelion, and the city 

with the most observations was La Paz, Bolivia, which made 137,000 observations over 

the four days of the challenge. 

 

Our project page with our observations and our stats can be found 

here: https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2022-bolton-vt 

 

Thank you, everybody who made observations and identifications. We look forward to 

next year's challenge, which will be from April 28 to May 1, 2023. See you out there! 

 

pamela "flask" gude 

Bolton Conservation Commission 

2022 Bolton City Nature Challenge Organizer  

 

PPCA: Our thanks to our volunteers who have lent a hand 

this spring getting the PPCA trails cleaned up and ready for 

use, and for their work on the yet-to-be-opened Libby’s 

Lookout trail re-route (*see more on that below!):  Steve and 

Jeannie Barner for clearing the PPCA loop, Will and Steve 

Peery for clearing trees/”widow makers” along the VAST 

trail and on the yet-to-be-opened Libby’s Lookout Trail re-

route, Amy Luwin, Alison Bechdel and Holly Taylor for 

blazing that new section of trail. 

 

*Libby’s Look Out Trail Re-route:  This new trail is still under construction and is not 

open for use. Unfortunately, folks have already discovered this trail re-route and the trail 

is actively being used, despite sections that are still under construction. Please help stop 

erosion issues and negatively impacting this new section of trail during construction by 

obeying the closure signs. Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2022-bolton-vt
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tragic day at the Bolton potholes  
Many of you are aware that a Burlington man, Cody Surprise, 21, 

lost his life at the Bolton Potholes on May 21st. Our heartfelt 

condolences and sympathy go out to Cody’s family and friends. Our 

thanks to our Bolton Fire Department, the Richmond Fire 

Department, Richmond Rescue, Colchester Technical Rescue and 

Stowe Mountain Rescue, who all responded to the scene, and to area 

residents who helped with traffic control. 

 

Steve Libby, VT River Conservancy Executive Director issued the following press release: 

Statement from Vermont River Conservancy in regards to the death of Cody Surprise at 

Bolton Potholes 

“Vermont River Conservancy is extremely saddened by the tragic death of Cody Surprise, and 

our hearts go out to the young man’s family and friends. We are grateful to all who responded on 

the scene including Richmond Rescue, Colchester Technical Rescue Team, Bolton Fire 

Department, and Stowe Mountain Rescue, as well as area neighbors,” says Steve Libby, 

Executive Director of Vermont River Conservancy. 

 

Additional Information 

Bolton Potholes has been loved by generations of swimmers, but its turbulent waters can also be 

extremely dangerous. This is especially true when water temperatures are cold and when water 

levels are high, as was the case this past weekend. This is the sixth known death at Bolton 

Potholes, and the first since 2011. All known drownings have been in the “Eagle’s Eye” pool, 

where swift currents aerate the surface causing foamy, bubbly water and challenge even the 

strongest swimmers.  

 

Since Vermont River Conservancy helped conserve Bolton Potholes in December 2018, 

preserving public access to this privately owned land, the nonprofit has worked closely with 

public safety officials to alert visitors of these dangers through trail improvements, signs, and 

seasonal on-site visitor education.  

 

Across the state, more than a quarter-million residents and visitors enjoy Vermont swimming 

holes each year. While these are beautiful places with unique natural features that can often be 

enjoyed safely, it’s important for all visitors to be aware that natural features can be hazardous. 

Whether getting to a waterway for the first time, or arriving at a favorite swimming hole, it’s 

extremely important to know your surroundings: 

● Avoid swimming 24-hours after a heavy rain. 

● Scan the area for any dangerous rocks, outcroppings, or man-made structures that may 

pose increased risk. 

● Look closely at the surface water. If there is a strong current or frothy water, do not go in. 

 

This safety guidance is even more important when the water is cold, because hypothermia can 

onset quickly, resulting in a threatening drop in core body temperature and the inability to control 

muscles. 
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So many great 

pics! Which is 

your favorite? 

Thanks Andrea, 

for sending them 

along, and thanks 

CRAGVT! 


