
Goal 12: The Town of Bolton will develop in a way that does not increase the community’s risk from 

natural and man-made hazards.  

Objective 12.7: Development, including public and private roads, service roads, driveways and bBuilding 

sites shall not be located in areas of very steep slopes of 25% or more. be limited on very steep slopes 

equal to or in excess of 25%.  

 

 

Objective 12.8:Objective 12.8: Roads (public and private) and driveways The development of new 

dwelling units, either through conversion or new construction, shall not be located constructed ion 

areas containing very steep slopes equal to or in excess of 2533%, except in rare and specifically defined 

circumstances  when driveways may be constructed in locations with very steep slopes between 25% 

and 33% grade provided that the slope is less than 40 feet in vertical height, and with very steep slopes 

between 33% and 50% grade, provided that the slope is less than 20 feet in vertical height. .  

Objective 12.9: The top and base of very steep slopes equal to or in excess of 33% shall be protected by 

vegetated buffers and setbacks in order to protect slope stability. 

 

Steep Slopes. Much of Bolton is mountainous and characterized by steep slopes, and managing these 

slopes is a key issue for the town. Twenty-three percent23% of the town’s land has slopes with a grade 

of 15%-25%, and 60% has slopes with a grade of 25% or more. Because of its many steep slopes, Bolton 

often experiences erosion of roads, driveways and hillsides during rain storms. As discussed in the 

Transportation section, erosion of transportation infrastructure such as roads and culverts is a serious 

concern for Bolton. The Transportation section also identifies several strategies for lessening damage 

from stormwater runoff on steep slopes, including applying for a Municipal Roads General Permit in 

2019.  

Bolton’s Land Use and Development Regulations also limit development on steep slopes of 15%-25% 

and require stormwater impacts to be minimized. Almost all development is prohibited on very steep 

slopes with a grade of 25% or higher. Finally, development is limited in areas above 1,500’ in elevation, 

which protects upland forests that are key to absorbing and slowing storm water. Maintaining these 

protections is key to the town’s resilience. 

Development on very steep slopes with a grade of 25% or higher is limited to rare and specifically 

defined circumstances. In order to access developable areas on terraces, driveways may be constructed, 

under very specific conditions, on very steep slopes between 25% and 50%: a slope between 25% and 

50% must be less than 40 feet in vertical height, and a slope between 33% and 50% must be less than 20 

feet in vertical height. Given the increased risks of such development, rigorous engineering analysis is 

required, including a global stability slope analysis and third-party review. 

 


