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 Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Hybrid Meeting Minutes 

May 2, 2022 

 

Board members present:  Lynda DesLauriers, Paula Gervia, Steve Goldfield, Janet Metz, Chair, 

Andrew Pond  

Board members absent: None 

Also present: Sarah Reeves (CSWD, virtual), Michele Morris (CSWD, virtual), Ted Nelson and 

Amber Renshaw (VT Appraisal Company, virtual), Zachary Maia & Sylvan Ross (virtual), Peter 

Schoen (Energy Committee) 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair, Janet Metz, with a 

quorum of 5 members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

• Additions:  

➢ Duxbury Road: Two areas of slides are of concern, shoulders will be well marked, 

additional equipment purchase as needed approved. Amy Grover has followed up 

with VTrans asking for a tech site visit to get a sense of what repairs will entail, 

determined to already be beyond the scope of town resources, may require state 

permitting due to location adjacent to the Winooski River. Consensus for the 

Highway Department to pick up the mattresses discarded at the state/Catamount Trail 

parking lot if they are not picked up during Green Up Day.  

➢ 2020 International repairs: Failed inspection, up to $7K quoted for brake repairs, not 

covered under warranty. Andrew Pond made the motion “to approve the necessary 

repairs to the 2020 International truck.”    Lynda DesLauriers seconded. There was 

no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

➢ Better Roads Grant: Prior purchases of culverts fully exceed the total Grant budget, 

do not appear to match culvert sizes needed, deadline of 6/30/22 for completion of 

work and all documentation submitted. Amy Grover will check on a deadline 

extension and discuss grant work with the Highway Department and CCRPC to 

determine if there is a viable path forward for the project. 

• Deletions: None. 

3. Public Comment:  None. 

4. Communications:  

• Thank you letters received from COTS and UVM Home Health and Hospice for voters 

approving the FY 22-23 budget with their requested allocations. 

5. Recurring Business:  

• Minutes April 18, 26, & 28:   Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to approve the 

meeting minutes of April 18, 26, &28, 2022, as presented.”    Paula Gervia seconded. 

There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Warrants: Reviewed and signed. 
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6. Appointments: 

1. 6:10 - 6:25 p.m. Sarah Reeves, CSWD Executive Director, Proposed FY 23 

Budget/Vote. 

➢ Sarah Reeves reviewed the CSWD history, mission, and budget including: 

funding (including revenue - user fees, hauler fees, product sales), no financial 

assessments to member towns, community cleanup fund ($2,500 available to 

Bolton), materials generated and their percentages, revenue and expenses, limited 

rate/tip fee increases, costs rising for drop off centers (subsidized), review of drop 

off centers will be part of a larger financial analysis, and capital plan. (Full budget 

information is available on the CSWD website). 

➢ Brief discussion on community clean up fund and various opportunities for use. 

➢ Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to approve the CSWD proposed FY 23 

budget as presented.”  Paula Gervia seconded. There was no further discussion. 

All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

2. 6:25 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. Ted Nelson, Assessor, Re-appraisal Proposal/Vote. 

Discussion included: 

➢ Review of proposed assessment process using the statistical update method 

utilizing random samples and the extrapolation/application of that information, 

appraisal history, 2021 Equalization Study Results/CLA, and BVR, LLC 

assessment. 

➢ Comparison to methodology used in Burlington, and the vast differences between 

Burlington and Bolton. 

➢ Andrew Pond made the motion “to accept the proposal from VT Appraisal 

Company to complete a re-appraisal by statistical update for 2023 as presented.”    

Paula Gervia seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the 

motion passed (5-0).  

3. 6:45 p.m. - 6:55 p.m., Zachary Maia and Sylvan Ross, Use of Wheeler Field. 

Discussion included: 

➢ The wedding plans for Mr. Maia and Ms. Ross to use Wheeler Field for their 

small ceremony, which will not trigger Special Event Permit, there will be no 

structures/parking on field, with the reception at their home. 

➢ Brief group discussion of Wheeler Field Interim Management Plan, review of 

email from Adam Miller, FOWF, Long Term Management Plan to be drafted by 

the FOWF and the Conservation Commission will need to further address 

use/reservations. 

➢ No action required by the BSB. Consensus that the town is treating the use of 

Wheeler Field like other town properties – all of which are open to reasonable 

public use, subject to limits. No express BSB permission required, with the 

understanding that use is not exclusive, and that there should be no driving on the 

field, erection of any structures/tents, or impairment of others using the field. 

4. 6:55 p.m. – 7:15 p.m. Energy Committee (EC) Representative – Solar VIE LOI/Vote. 

Discussion included: 

➢ Review of Jeremy Knepper’s next steps recommendation presentation, Peter 

Schoen’s overview, recognition of a complex topic. 
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➢ Advantages to the town from the EC perspective; financial (small savings 

annually on electricity), environmental reasons/mitigating impact, electricity 

made locally. 

➢ BSB perspective that efficiencies within buildings should be addressed first (heat 

pumps, insulation, heaters).  

➢ Review of LOI, concerns regarding language around intent (the BSB “isn’t there 

yet”), voter approval in process timeline (comes after installation of solar panels), 

concerns around financing.  

➢ Action: Peter Schoen to provide Huntington contract for BSB review. BSB had 

requested that the EC provide vendor information at the previous meeting to 

research options on the efficiency side, timeline, and costs. Additional 

information for energy upgrades will inform solar discussion.  

7. Business & Action Items: 

• Bolton Valley Resort Liquor License Applications (9)/Vote: The applications were 

reviewed. Paula Gervia made the motion “to approve the nine liquor license applications 

for BVR, LLC, as presented.”    Andrew Pond seconded. There was no further discussion. 

All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Bolton Recreation Roundtable Meeting Dates and Representatives: Amy Grover noted 

that nearly 100% of the stakeholders participating in the Bolton Recreation Roundtable 

were all interested in staying connected and scheduling a spring meeting. Potential dates 

of 5/18, 5/24, and 6/1. Amy Grover to send a Doodle Poll to group to schedule meeting 

date. 

• Excavator Financing/Vote: The BSB reviewed the estimates/costs/interest rates provided 

by Community Bank (loan) and Caterpillar (lease). Paula Gervia made the motion “to 

approve the 10-year loan option at 3.19% as presented by Community Bank, and to 

authorize Chair Janet Metz to sign any documents as needed on behalf of the Select 

Board.”    Lynda DesLauriers seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in 

favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Bee the Change Sign Request/Vote: It was noted by Patrick Kitchen (Bee the Change via 

email) that at least one sign “Jessica’s Garden” was required for the project to move 

forward, as the “Bee the Change” gardens are in memory of Jessica Pomerleau and 

requirement of the Pomerleau family foundation as a major project contributor. Lynda 

DesLauriers made the motion “to approve the installation of a ‘Jessica’s Garden’ sign at 

the pollinator habitat site, pending FEMA approval and subject to any town 

permits/requirements.”    Steve Goldfield seconded. There was no further discussion. All 

were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Cemetery Mowing Wage Increase FYI: Cemetery Commissioners are seeking a wage 

increase for cemetery mowing from $175/mow to $218/mow a 25% increase due to 

increase of gasoline costs and lack of any wage increase for at least 5 -7 years. Cemetery 

Commissioners wanted to confirm that increase was acceptable with the staff mowing 

prior to the BSB approving.  

• Cott Systems Contract - Digitization of Land Records/Vote. Janet Metz made the motion 

“to approve the Cott System contracts for Land Record Management System and 

Historical Land Records Services as presented, and to authorize Amy Grover to sign on 

behalf of the Town of Bolton.”    Paula Gervia seconded. There was no further discussion. 

All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  
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• Executive Session – Labor Relations Agreements with Employees. 

Paula Gervia made the motion “to enter executive session under 1 V.S.A §313 (a) (1) (B) 

labor relations agreements with employees and invite and Amy Grover to join the 

executive session.”   Steve Goldfield seconded. There was no further discussion. All were 

in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 8:00 p.m. Paula Gervia made the motion “to exit 

executive session.”   Steve Goldfield seconded. There was no further discussion. All were 

in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 9:20 p.m. Consensus to pay mileage HD as 

requested, and to support HD staff as needed.  

8. Adjournment:    Paula Gervia made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”    Andrew Pond 

seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 

9:22 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Select Board on May 16, 2022. 

 


