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 Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Hybrid Meeting Minutes 

May 16, 2022 

 

Board members present:  Lynda DesLauriers, Paula Gervia, Janet Metz, Chair, Andrew Pond  

Board members absent: Steve Goldfield 

Also present: (All virtually) Joe O’Brien, William O’Brien, George Dion, Steve Barner 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair, Janet Metz, with a 

quorum of 4 members present. 

 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

• Additions:  

➢ Audit scope & objectives letter from Sullivan, Powers and Co, P.C. for the 2021-2022 

audit. Paula Gervia made the motion “to approve the audit scope & objectives letter 

from Sullivan, Powers & Co., P.C. as presented.”    Andrew Pond seconded. There 

was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0). 

➢ WCVT request to waive all associated fees and bonding requirements outlined in the 

Town of Bolton Use of Public Right of Way Permit Application (($2,040) for the 

conversion to fiber for all WCVT customers on Boy’s Club Road. VTrans is requiring 

that WCVT submit a copy of the town permit when WCVT applies for the State 

permit. Brief discussion of Boys Club Road, ramifications of waiving fees. Paula 

Gervia made the motion “to approve waiving the WCVT ROW permit application fees 

and bonding requirements contingent upon the Road Foreman’s review of the project 

and confirmation that there will be no damage to Boy’s Club Road.”   Andrew Pond 

seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed 

(4-0). 

➢ Contact person for Wheeler Field. Mark Martin, VHCB noted VHCB is legally 

required to monitor the property annually (either in person or using ortho imagery) 

and needed a contact person. It was suggested the POC be the Town Clerk. Brief 

discussion of added responsibilities the donation is bringing, and prior assurances that 

the FOWF would step forward to assist. Janet Metz volunteered to be the POC. Amy 

Grover will notify Mark Martin.  

• Deletions: None. 

 

3. Public Comment:   

Ralph DesLauriers, while appreciative of ditching work and paving of Wentworth and 

Thacher Roads, noted his concerns about the condition of the pavement on the Bolton Valley 

Access Road, and questioned the town’s paving plan and “getting behind.” Discussion 

included budgeting paving amount for FY 22/23 (80K), the costs of paving (175K/mile), lack 

of annual state grant paving funds (every 3 years), UPWP application for pavement study not 

yet approved, infrastructure funds to towns are unknown. Janet Metz noted the BSB would 
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keep the request for paving in mind, and that the town is doing the best it can with available 

funding.  

Andrew Pond noted that the MMUUSD is planning to complete a Facilities Plan by 9/23, 

planning for projects/maintenance. Brief discussion on the return of state education funds to 

relieve property tax costs, producing large swings in the education portion of property taxes, 

Smilie School’s small enrollment relative to other MMUUSD schools.  

 

4. O’Brien Public Hearing Continuance from February 15, 2022 

Janet Metz opened the hearing at 6:04 p.m. continued from February 15, 2022, and read a 

portion of the hearing notice for the record noting the hearing was to address a petition made 

by Joe O’Brien, proposing the laying out of a temporary right-of-way by the Select Board 

across the land of George and Julie Dion. 

Discussion included: 

• Joe O’Brien stated he wanted to hear an update from the Dions since they had last 

requested the 90-day continuance. 

• George Dion stated: 

➢ He was still tied up with obtaining property development information and expected 

that to continue for 1 – 2 years. 

➢ He was willing to keep access as it had been, neighborly, nothing in writing, access 

by the O’Brien family members at any time, for logging, maple syrup production, 

possible mushroom production, with gate lock access. 

➢ He wanted to “keep the town out of it,” and if the town were to be involved, and/or 

there had to be “something in writing,” he would require $2,500 compensation in 

damages annually for access. 

• Joe O’Brien noted that there was $813 in damages awarded previously, the value of 

potential damage from two logging harvests, that he was not seeking permission to 

conduct commercial grade timber harvest, and would agree to a continued neighborly 

agreement, leaving town out of it.  

• Joe O’Brien and George Dion discussed road conditions, and the gate locks, and George 

Dion stated he expected that one member of the O’Brien family should be present when 

there was access. 

• Brief group discussion on the procedural questions around continuing a hearing for 1 – 2 

years, legal guidance needed on that length of a continuance, difficulty in scheduling, 

hardship to town. 

• Bill O’Brien stated he agreed with his son Joe O’Brien, the O’Briens want to work with 

the Dions, and didn’t want a hostile situation with neighbors, and suggested that Joe 

O’Brien withdraw his petition, and then file again in a year or so, if needed, starting a 

new process, as that would be the “cleanest way for everyone involved.” 

• Joe O’Brien stated that he agreed, that was a good idea, relieving the town of further time 

with the process, and that although he would lose a certain level of guaranteed access if 

issues with other neighbors arose, he was withdrawing his petition, and requested that 

George Dion commit to being more communicative with the O’Briens. 

• Amy Grover stated that she would appreciate receiving notice of the petition withdrawal 

in writing, and Joe O’Brien stated he would send it via email. 

• Brief group discussion on the process if a petition is filed in the future. 



 

3 

 

• Bill O’Brien noted they hoped to come to a permanent, mutually agreeable solution and 

thanked all for their time.  

• Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to close the O’Brien hearing, due to the 

withdrawal of the petition submitted by Joe O’Brien.”    Andrew Pond seconded. There 

was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

 

5. Communications:  

• GMC Duxbury Road – Staff and Volunteer Clean up. Keegan Tierney, GMC, noted that 

a Long Trail adopted discovered a multitude of black plastic bags containing human 

excrement dumped along the trail adjacent to Duxbury Road, and that GMC staff and 

volunteers had cleaned up approximately 400 pounds of waste. Amy Grover noted she 

had asked for the staff names, sent a thank you note and asked for that thanks to be 

passed along to the volunteers who assisted.  

 

6. Recurring Business:  

• Minutes May 2 & 12, 2022:   Paula Gervia made the motion “to approve the meeting 

minutes of May 2 & 12, 2022, as presented.”    Lynda DesLauriers seconded. There was 

no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

• Warrants: Reviewed and signed. 

• Financial Reports: Legal expenses and delinquent taxes reviewed. Expenses not available 

and will be sent ASAP to all departments once compiled. 

 

7. Appointments: 

1. Steve Barner – Cyber Security Proposals. Steve Barner noted: 

➢ An informal ad hoc group comprised of himself, Henry Corse, and Doug Smith were 

reviewing town cyber security exposure to better inform and advise the Town Clerk 

of recommended actions to take town wide/with all staff.  

➢ World events have shown that there are forces continuously trying to disrupt, and the 

town needs to address cyber security as fully as possible. 

➢ Cyber security concerns have been expressed by VLCT (underwrite town insurance), 

and VLCT is offering training program with 100% reimbursement for town staff, the 

ad hoc group will further review this opportunity and make a recommendation to the 

BSB, no action required at this time.  

 

8. Business & Action Items: 

• MMUUSD Project Grad Fireworks Display - Request to Waive $250 Permit Fee/Vote: 

Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to waive the $250 fireworks display application fee 

for MMU Project Grad as requested by Northstar Fireworks.”    Andrew Pond seconded. 

There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

• Cemetery Wage Increase/Vote: The Cemetery Commissioners are formally requesting an 

increase in cemetery mowing wages from $175/mow to $218.75/mow. Lynda 

DesLauriers made the motion “to approve the Cemetery Mowing wage increase to 

$218.75/mow.”    Andrew Pond seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in 

favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

• Weatherization for Homeowners. Discussion included: 
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➢ Janet Metz noted she wanted the town to focus on homeowners in need of 

weatherization, and would like the Energy Committee to be involve by preparing a 

resource list, inclusive of all income levels, meet with stakeholders, provide for  

outreach to residents, for BSB members to take responsibility for the areas in which 

they live, and with the EC, help to convene meetings with residents over the summer 

and fall. Amy Grover to send “charge” to the EC. 

• Highway Department – Governance, Updates, Issues, 2023 International Truck Ordered 

by Craig Deyo/Vote. 

➢ Governance. Discussion included: 

▪ Information from the Richmond Town Manager on Highway Department 

administration tasks duties. Larger town staff allows for wider disbursement of 

duties.  

➢ Updates. Discussion included: 

▪ Stromme Properties is scheduled to assist the town with the Better Roads Grant 

project on the Bolton Valley Access Road starting on May 31, 2022. If Stromme 

is unable to accommodate the town and perform the work within the grant 

deadline parameters, Eric Andrews will make other arrangements to complete the 

work. 

▪ The Highway Department is working with District 5 VTrans to have a VTrans 

tech come evaluate the slide sites on Duxbury Road as a starting point to gain 

knowledge on the extent of repairs that might be required. Will likely require 

permitting from the State due to the Winooski River.  

▪ Billy Atwood will check on the trailer for sale by a resident.  

▪ Potential to use ARPA funds for the purchase of a chloride machine – 

approximately $6K. Eric Andrews to provide prices.  

➢ Issues. Discussion included: 

▪ An email complaint from a resident stating that a Highway Department staff 

member “was seen doing a side job on town time” was without merit. The staff 

member was not on the clock, as proven by the employee’s timecard.  

➢ 2023 International Truck Ordered by Craig Deyo: Rusty Clark, Allegiance (formally 

Clark’s Truck Center), stated that Craig Deyo, former Highway Department 

employee, had ordered (without BSB knowledge or approval), a 2023 International 

Truck for $229,075, to take delivery between July and September 2022. Brief 

discussion on current CPC spreadsheet, replacement schedule, 5-year vs. 7-year 

warranties, concern about 4 major purchases within 2 years. Lynda DesLauriers made 

the motion “to not approve the unscheduled and unauthorized purchase of a 2023 

International Truck for $229,075 from Allegiance.”    Paula Gervia seconded. There 

was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0). 

➢ Executive Session – Labor Relations Agreements with Employees. 

Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to enter executive session under 1 V.S.A §313 

(a) (1) (B) labor relations agreements with employees and invite Amy Grover to join 

the executive session.”   Andrew Pond seconded. There was no further discussion. All 

were in favor and the motion passed (4-0) at 7:55 p.m.  
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Paula Gervia made the motion “to exit executive session.”   Andrew Pond seconded. 

There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0) at 

8:22 p.m. Action: Amy Grover will edit the Highway Technician job description.  

 

9. Adjournment:    Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”    Andrew 

Pond seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (4-

0) at 8:23 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Select Board on: 

 


