
 

 

Bolton Economic Resource Committee 
Monday, January 10, 2022 

Bolton Town Offices with Remote Access 
 
Present: Allison Smith. Present via Remote Access: Ernest (Chip) Levesque, 
Tammy McGuriman and Sue Sinnamon. Absent: Zachary Maia. Guests Present via 
Remote Access: Roger Nishi of Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom and Deb 
Shelby. 
 

1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Chair Allison Smith at 
6:00. 

2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda: None 
3. Public Comment: None 
4. Approval of Minutes for Meeting on December 15, 2021: Chip made a 

motion to approve the minutes from the ERC Meeting held on December 
15, 2021. The motion was seconded by Tammy, a vote was called for and all 
were in favor. 

5. General Business 
a. Broadband Update 

i. WCVT Application to Vermont Community Broadband Board: 
Allison reported that the Bolton Select Board has approved 
$200,000 of the town’s American Rescue Plan Act funds to go to 
Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom for broadband in 
Bolton.  Roger Nishi is working on an application to the VCBB to 
secure additional funding from them. The application includes a 
letter of support from the Town of Bolton Select Board. The 
Executive Director of the VCBB, Christine Hallquist, has also 
received a letter supporting funding for broadband in Bolton from 
our state senators and representatives and one from the 
Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission. 
 
Roger Nishi from WCVT spoke to the ERC and thanked the Town 
of Bolton for its contribution from their ARPA funds as well as Deb 
Shelby and Tammy McGuriman for their assistance in securing the 
funding. He also expressed gratitude to Deb for her persistence in 
contacting the VCBB regarding the grant funding process. The 
VCBB has revised the application process. They require first a 



 

 

Letter of Intention to Apply, the VCBB has to approve the entity to 
apply and then the entity can submit their final application. Roger 
and his team still have some work to complete for the 
requirements of that first letter Roger but plans to be able to send 
the email expressing his intention to apply in the next couple 
days. A decision on his request will probably not be made until the 
January 31st meeting of the VCBB as another requirement is that 
the letter needs to be submitted 10 days before their meeting and 
the deadline for the January 15th meeting has passed. Roger then 
went on to express his intention to have everyone connected by 
the end of 2022. He felt that the town had been loyal to 
him/WCVT and he wants to be loyal to them. Chip asked if this 
was just for the unserved/underserved and Roger responded that 
it was for everyone so that at some point they can retire copper. 
Allison thanked Roger for all his support and asked him to stay in 
touch and let us know if he needed further assistance. 
 
Allison reported that there are 13 locations in the Town of Bolton 
that are covered by Consolidated Communications. They have 
received federal funding to complete broadband expansion but 
they can take up to six years to complete it. Allison expressed her 
hope that it would not take that long. Tammy agreed to advocate 
for them. The Sharkeyville residents are part of that group and 
one of the residents came to our meeting a few months ago to 
express how lack of good internet was adversely affecting him and 
his family and ask for the ERC’s help to secure better service. 
 

ii. Letters of support for application: See Attachments (3) 
 

b. Review ERC Members Terms and discuss future of the ERC 
i. Letter of Resignation from Zachary Maia, ERC Member 

Allison communicated that she had received a letter of 
resignation from the ERC from Zachary Maia. There was then 
discussion from the members on their roles and the future of the 
ERC.  Allison wants to see broadband come to Bolton and is willing 
to continue on the ERC as chairperson for another year but feels 
that we could move to quarterly meetings as most of the work on 



 

 

broadband is done outside of the meeting time. Chip wants to 
continue being a member and vice-chair and suggested one focus 
we could have moving forward is to educate the community on 
how to start businesses from home. Tammy is willing to stay on 
but would like to decrease the frequency of the meetings as well. 
Due to personal priorities Sue will not be continuing on the 
committee after her term expires at the end of March. There was 
discussion on trying to get more members on the ERC as starting 
in April there will only be three. Below are the current/new terms 
requested from the remaining members: 
 
Ernest (Chip) Levesque: Three Year Term Expiring April 2025 
Tammy McGuriman: Two Year Term Expiring April 2023 
Allison Smith: Two Year Term Expiring April 2024 
 
Deb expressed thankfulness for all the work the ERC had done to 
bring broadband to Bolton. The committee thanked Deb for all 
the amazing work she has done. Allison indicated she wanted to 
work on putting together a presentation about the Public/Private 
partnership between the Town of Bolton and WCVT. 
 

6. Communications: None 
7. Next Meeting: There will be no February or March meeting. The next 

meeting will be Monday, April 11, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. 
8. Adjournment: Chip made a motion at 6:57 to adjourn the meeting. Sue 

seconded the motion. A vote was called for and all were in favor. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Sue Sinnamon 
 
Minutes are unofficial until approved. 
 
These minutes were read and accepted by a quorum of the Economic 
Resource Committee on April 11, 2022. 
 
 


