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Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Virtual  

Virtual Public Informational Hearing Minutes 

Categorized as a Select Board Meeting 

February 28, 2022 

 

All participants were present virtually. 

 

Board members present:  Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers, Paula Gervia, Janet Metz, Andrew 

Pond  

Board members absent: none 

Also present: Craig Deyo, Leslie Pelch, Steven Goldfield, Brenda McKeown, Matt Mead, Rod 

Wheelock, Mike Gervia, Andrew Gervia, Debbie Andrews, Steve Barner, Virginia Haviland, 

Carol Devlin, Tony Barbagallo, Deb Shelby, Ben Courtemanche, Allison Smith, Tom Haviland, 

Mary Ellen Seaver Reid, Allie Corse, Jonathan Herbst, Joss Besse, “Kristen F.”, “Juliette,” Doug 

Smith, Joseph Terranova, Roger Nishi, Luke Ingram   

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. Call to order:   The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara 

with a quorum of 5 members present. Mica Cassara welcomed all who were in attendance, 

and reviewed Town Meeting information. The process and instructions for the VPIH were 

reviewed by the Host, Leslie Pelch.  

2. Presentation of the Good Citizen of the Year Award:  

• Allison Smith presented the 2022  Good Citizen of the Year Award to Deb Shelby, with 

thanks and appreciation to Deb for her many years of volunteerism, service to, and 

support of our community, especially with respect to increasing/bringing broadband in 

Bolton. 

• Janet Metz noted thanks and appreciation from both the BSB and community to Mica 

Cassara, outgoing Select Board Chair, for his many years of service to our community 

and the many hats he has worn during that time.  

3. Select Board Presentation on Articles 01-06:  Mica Cassara presented the PowerPoint 

presentation on behalf of the BSB. PowerPoint slides are included with these minutes in the 

Town Office and posted on the town website on the Town Meeting page. 

• Review and discussion ARTICLE 01.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton vote a 

budget of $1,165,162 to meet the expenses and liabilities of the town?  

➢ Vicky Congdon asked what maintenance was needed on the Fire Station.   

o Mike Gervia, Fire Chief, noted that heater vent pipes needed replacement and 

maintence costs in general had increased. 

➢ Jonathan Herbst asked what Debt Service was.   

o Mica Cassara noted it was money owed (loans or lease) on items that the town 

had purchased, such as Highway Department equipment.  

➢ Leslie Pelch asked why there was a 15% increase in debt service payments.   

o Mica Cassara noted it was primarily due to the purchase of the grader.  
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• Review and discussion ARTICLE 02.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton vote to 

pay the real and personal property taxes to the Town Treasurer in four (4) installments 

with due dates of September 15, 2022; November 15, 2022; February 15, 2023; and May 

16, 2023? 

➢ No questions or comments. 

• Review and discussion ARTICLE 03.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize 

the Select Board to add a one quarter cent (1/4¢) addition to the tax rate to support the 

Conservation Fund? 

➢ No questions or comments. 

• Review and discussion ARTICLE 04.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize 

cannabis retailers and cannabis integrated licensee operations in the Town of Bolton 

pursuant to 7 V.S.A. § 863?  

➢ Tom Haviland asked if the article passed, if a cannabis retailer could open up shop 

without any further action from the town.  

o Amy Grover noted that any applicable zoning permits from the town would be 

required, and suspected there would be state permits required.  

o Tom Haviland clarified he was generally fine with the idea, and that the details 

would matter. 

➢ Ben Courtemanche asked why this article was brought forward at this time, he was 

surprised to see this article on the ballot.   

o Mica Cassara noted that it was on the ballot as the state passed the law which 

allowed towns to put the matter before the voters to decide, there were no 

proposals at this time, and if passed, it might provide business opportunities for 

the town.  

• Review and discussion ARTICLE 05.    Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize 

the purchase or lease of an Excavator for the Bolton Highway Department, price not to 

exceed $110,000, to be financed over a period not to exceed ten years? 

➢ Tom Haviland commented that a purchase sounded better than renting.   

➢ Mica Cassara noted that a purchase was better than contracting out constantly for 

excavator services, there had been difficulties with availability when an excavator 

contractor was needed, and had even been put out to bid and awarded, but then was 

not available. 

➢ Steve Barner noted that the Capital Planning Committee had mixed feelings about the 

purchase and added that this was not an apples to apples comparison. He added that 

the town would be purchasing a mini excavator, not a large excavator, that there 

would be projects the town would still need a large excavator for, the town should not 

expect all excavator needs to be addressed by the purchase, and that there also was 

the benefit of a contractor providing an expert excavator operator.  He noted that he 

understood the issue of needing an excavator, but the purchase would not completely 

eliminate the need of a contracted excavator. 

➢ Craig Deyo noted that he understood the concerns, and added that the town did not 

need a large excavator on an everyday basis to complete general maintenance and 

grant projects.  He added that technically the excavator identified for purchase was 

not a mini excavator, it was a 308, sufficient for the town’s needs, that many towns 

do not own large excavators and if one is needed, yes the town may need to rent or 

contract for those services, like last summer there was an issue with the contracted 
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excavator not being able to complete work as needed, and the town had to rent an 

excavator and complete the project in house.  The Highway Department is trying to 

avoid doing that, to have an excavator when it is needed for projects, and to keep the 

Highway Department staff busy all year. 

➢ Debbie Andrews commented that the purchase sounded good. 

• Review and discussion ARTICLE 06.  To elect all Town Officers as required by law: 

One Cemetery Commissioner for a term of three (3) years 

            One Select Board member for a term of two (2) years 

            One Select Board member for a term of three (3) years 

One Select Board member for a term of one year remaining on a two (2) year term 

            One Select Board member for a term of two years remaining on a three (3) year term 

One Town Moderator for a term of one (1) year 

One Town Constable for a term of one (1) year  

➢ Vicky Congdon wondered if Steve Goldfield wanted to introduce himself, as he was 

the only non BSB member running for election, and that she would like to meet him.  

o Steve Goldfield, said hello, introduced himself and provided information about 

himself and his family, and that he looked forward to serving the town if elected.   

o Vicky Congdon thanked Steve Goldfield for stepping forward. 

➢ Allison Smith gave her thanks to everyone stepping up to serve the town.   

Mica Cassara asked if there were any final comments or questions. 

• Craig Deyo noted that Billy Atwood joined the Highway Department team and was a 

very experienced/good excavator operator, and that the town would not need to hire an 

operator for a rental excavator. 

• Lynda DesLauriers asked if the project done by the excavator contractor on the Bolton 

Valley Access Road last summer would have been able to be done in-house with an 

excavator. 

o Craig Deyo noted that the Highway Department would have been able to complete 

that project on the Bolton Valley Access Road and more.   

• Steve Barner noted that from his personal experience, Bill Atwood was one of the best 

heavy equipment operators in the state. 

• Mica Cassara thanked all who participated and Janet Metz for her kind words, adding that 

it had been his honor to serve as BSB chair the past few years, living in Bolton was a 

privilege, and he was honored to give something back to the town for that privilege   

4. Motion to Adjourn Hearing:   Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to adjourn the 

hearing.”  Paula Gervia seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and 

the motion passed (5-0) at 7:22 p.m.  

 

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Select Board on March 7, 2022. 

 


