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Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Hybrid Meeting Minutes 

February 15, 2022 

 

Board members present:  Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers, Paula Gervia, Janet Metz, Andrew 

Pond  

Board members absent: None 

Also present: Joe O’Brien, Bill O’Brien, George Dion (virtual), John McTerman (virtual), Adam 

Miller (virtual) 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. Call to order:   The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara 

with a quorum of 5 members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

• Additions:  

➢ Filing of Road Posting notice with the BSB, as required, by the Highway Department. 

➢ Executive session: Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to enter executive session 

under 1 V.S.A. § 313 (a)(1)(B).”   Janet Metz seconded. There was no further 

discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 7:16 p.m. Janet Metz 

made the motion “to exit executive session.”   Andrew Pond seconded. There was no 

further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 7:36 p.m. No 

action taken. 

• Deletions: None. 

3. Public Comment: None 

4. O’Brien Public Hearing Continuance: 

Mica Cassara opened the hearing, continued from November 23, 2021. Amy Grover read a 

portion of the hearing notice for the record noting the hearing was to address a petition made 

by Joe O’Brien, proposing the laying out of a temporary right-of-way by the Select Board 

across the land of George and Julie Dion. 

 

Joe O’Brien stated that: 

• The 90-day continuance was carefully planned to act on the petition request prior to the 

Town Meeting date in March, his concern regarding a potential shift in the Select Board 

members and starting from ground zero again with a site visit. 

➢ Janet Metz noted that 4/5 members were running for election unopposed, the shift in 

members would be very limited, that a continuance would not start from ground zero 

with a site visit, the hearing would continue within the present process. 

• He was seeking another five year right of way across the property of George and Julie 

Dion, that two other parties have deeded easements, and that access is needed to continue 

the forest management activities as laid out in his Forest Management Plan. 

➢ Andrew Pond noted that because a previous hearing resulted in the granting of a 5-

year temporary access, that did not mean that the BSB was tied to that timeframe in 

this process. 
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George Dion stated that: 

• He was not able to have an engineer access the property until spring to ascertain what 

development he might be able to undertake. 

• He was requesting another 90-day hearing continuance.  

• The O’Briens could have full access to the property during the continuance. 

Lynda DesLauriers stated: 

• That Mr. Dion had many unanswered questions regarding his property, that his request 

for a 90-day continuance was reasonable, especially as he was giving full access to the 

O’Briens. 

Andrew Pond noted: 

• That as decision rendered that evening or near term might not be sound given so much 

was unknown with respect to the Dion’s property and potential impacts, and lack of full 

understanding by both Mr. Dion and the BSB.  

Joe O’Brien noted: 

• His concern about lack of communication from the Dions, and he would be more open to 

a continuance if there were more regular communication about the process from the 

Dion’s side. 

▪ George Dion re-stated that he had never previously required that he be notified about 

the O’Briens’ access, that his daughter Julie Dion would communicate, and that the 

O’Briens could access their property at any time. 

Bill O’Brien noted 

• That they would like a permanent resolution to the access issue.  

▪ George Dion stated that he needed answers, he was doing his best seeking legal, 

engineering and zoning information, and that those answers would take time. 

Brief group discussion about the access gate, locks, locks being removed, and locks being 

required to protect assets. George Dion stated the O’Briens could reinstall their lock on the 

gate. Bill O’Brien stated with their lock re-installed, he was fine with a hearing continuance. 

 

Paula Gervia stated that with the understanding that the O’Briens have full access at any time 

through the Dions’ property to their property, that the Dions and O’Briens were working 

together to solve the access issue, she made the motion “to continue the hearing to Monday, 

May 16, 2022, at 6 p.m.”    Lynda DesLauriers seconded. There was no further discussion. 

All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

5. Communications: None. 

6. Recurring Business:  

• Minutes February 7, 2022:   Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the meeting 

minutes of February 7, 2022, as presented.”   Lynda DesLauriers seconded. There was 

no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Warrants: Reviewed and signed. 

• Financial Reports: Expenses and Reserve Fund reports dispersed. 

7. Business & Action Items: 

• Liquor License Applications – The Ponds. Janet Metz made the motion “to approve ‘The 

Ponds’ liquor license applications as presented.”   Lynda DesLauriers seconded. There 

was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• VPIH Presentation 
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➢ Amy Grover noted she had updated the information on the Conservation Reserve 

Fund. 

➢ Conservation Commission will be identifying a point person for the VPIH at their 

2/23/22 meeting. 

• Draft Deed Review – FOWF to Town of Bolton, Wheeler Field Lot #8 

➢ Adam Miller noted that the draft deed is carrying out what was already agreed to: 

the purchase, conservation easement to the VHCB in their language, and 

conveyance of all remaining interest to the town.  

➢ Janet Metz asked about the timeline for a long-term management plan.  

▪ Adam Miller stated the interim management plan (IMP) went into effect once 

the town takes title, and the long-term plan was to be drafted and sent to 

VHCB for approval within two years.  

➢ Janet Metz noted the BSB’s concern of the allowance of hunting and trapping on 

the parcel in the conservation easement, and the BSB’s desire to draft an 

amendment to the IMP to ban those activities on that property to ensure safety. 

▪ Adam Miller stated that the BSB could submit an amendment to the IMP to 

the VHCB after the closing. 

➢ Paula Gervia asked if the IMP was not yet in effect, why the changes could not be 

incorporated now. 

▪ Adam Miller noted it would require an approval process again impacting the 

closing timeline, and that it would be easier to close on the property and then 

make a proposal to amend the IMP. 

➢ Brief group discussion on responsibilities to draft an amendment – involvement of 

the FOWF, Conservation Commission, BSB.  

➢ Paula Gervia asked if a public hearing was held when the IMP was adopted. 

▪ Adam Miller noted it was at a “publicly held meeting.” Brief group discussion 

on the amendment process and language around using “public hearing” vs. 

“warned public meeting.” 

➢ Lynda DesLauriers asked if hunting and trapping could be removed from the 

deed.  

▪ Amy Grover noted that per John Westie, via email with Mark Martin, VHCB, 

that hunting and trapping language was required in the conservation deed. 

▪ Andrew Pond noted that only five words needed to be added to the IMP - 

“Hunting and trapping are prohibited.” 

➢ Brief group discussion on the closing/legal review timeline. Amy Grover to 

follow up the town’s legal review request to Stitzel, Page and Fletcher, requesting 

completion in advance of the 3/7/2022 BSB meeting, when the BSB will review 

deeds and vote on approval. 

8. Adjournment:   Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”    Janet 

Metz seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-

0) at 7:37 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Select Board on March 7, 2022. 

 


