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                                Town meeting 2022 Wrap-up & thank you! 
Who would have thought that Town Meeting 2022 would see us still in the throes of the COVID-19 

pandemic, with the accompanying changes and challenges all becoming “normal.” So once again, that 

has meant no in-person Town Meeting, no community potluck, our second Virtual Public Informational 

Hearing (VPIH), and our fourth “pandemic election.”  Our thanks to all who participated in the 2022 

VPIH and Town Meeting. Here’s hoping that 2023 will see a return to our in-person Town Meeting! 

 

Thank you to…Smilie School for hosting our meeting, custodian Debbie Andrews for making sure we 

had everything we needed, including freshly plowed and salted sidewalks, Andrew Gervia, pizza 

deliverer, and especially our poll workers, ballot counters, and election officials (many of whom have 

continued to assist with elections through all four “COVID-19 elections”); Paula Gervia, Brenda 

McKeown, Carol Devlin, Anne and Don Whitman, Tim Grover, Mica Cassara & Vicky Congdon, John 

Devine, Steve Diglio, Jen Dudley-Gaillard,  Rich Reid & Mary Ellen Seaver-Reid, Lisa and Mark 

Stanton, Chrissy Keating, Kat Lisaius & Josh Coffee, Peter Schoen & Leslie Pelch, Joss and Hilary 

Besse, and Mike & Amy Turner. 

 

Many thanks to all of the 2022 candidates who stepped forward to run for office. Your commitment to 

serving our community is greatly appreciated: Leslie Pelch, Penny Tinker, Jonathan Dennis, Paula 

Gervia, Andrew Pond, Steven Goldfield, and Janet Metz. 

 

.   

See more information on town meeting 2022 on pages 3 – 7! 
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       CLerk’s Corner 
   Amy Grover * Town Clerk & Treasurer 
                  clerkbolton@gmavt.net 

Reminder – Dog licenses are 
 due by April 1st!  

Have you registered your dog?  

Please see page 9 for more information! 

        

Wheeler trust scholarship 
The annual Wheeler Trust Scholarship 

application deadline is April 30th. Overseen by 

the Board of Civil Authority, this Scholarship 

annually awards scholarship funds to up to 5 

full time college students from Bolton. See the 

town website or call the town office for the full 

guidelines on applying. 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/01/Wheeler-Trust-

Guidelines-Updated-2019.pdf  

 
 

WhaT’s up WiTh the Graffiti? 
We sure don’t know, but we are as tired of it as 

you are. Signs, guardrails, tunnels, and bridge 

abutments have all been heavily “hit” and re-

hit in the last few weeks. Most of the affected 

areas are VTrans “infrastructure.” VTrans is 

aware and are not fans either – they have the 

paint and are ready to paint it all out when 

weather permits. In the meantime – “if you see 

something, say something!” Contact the VT 

State Police if you have any information about 

this vandalism: 802- 878-7111. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Paula (BCA, poll worker, newly elected 

Select Board member, and 

“Queen of the checklist”) 

and Andrew Gervia, first time voter! 

Don & Ann Whitman greeted voters and 

dispersed ballots. And voted, of course! 

Out and about in beautiful Bolton on 
town meeting day 2022! 

We enjoyed seeing voters at Smilie School on 

Town Meeting Day, and we especially enjoyed 

seeing volunteering at the polls and voting as a 

family affair! (P.S. masks were only briefly 

dropped for the photo ops!) 

 

“Team Graff,” Leann, Phil, & Konrad were all 

smiles after casting their ballots! 

http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Wheeler-Trust-Guidelines-Updated-2019.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Wheeler-Trust-Guidelines-Updated-2019.pdf
http://boltonvt.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Wheeler-Trust-Guidelines-Updated-2019.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/114751118647/photos/pcb.10156332450608648/10156332449438648/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/114751118647/photos/pcb.10156332450608648/10156332449438648/?type=3
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 2022 town meeting wrap up 
With another year of no in-person Town Meeting in 2022, all warned articles were voted 

by Australian ballot. This is yet another one-year temporary measure, allowed by the 

state due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

Please note: Even although they were not able to join us as usual for Town Meeting, 

please feel free to contact our representatives, Tom Stevens and Theresa Wood at any 

time with your questions or concerns; Theresa: twood@leg.state.vt.us   and Tom: 

tstevens@leg.state.vt.us    

 
Thank you, Mica! 

In case you missed Janet Metz’s homage to outgoing Select 

Board Chair Mica Cassara at the Virtual Public 

Informational Hearing, read on! Many thanks to Mica for all 

he has done for our community! 

 

Mica arrived in Bolton as a pioneer from Brooklyn during 

the summer of 1973. Like many would-be homesteader 

types, he set about making his place in the community and 

located a parcel of land where he could build. West Bolton 

was a welcoming place to those who were willing to work 

hard. Mica fit right in. As a husband and father, he thrived 

and looked for opportunities to pay forward some of the 

good fortune he was blessed with.  

  

Here are the positions Mica has held:  

Select Board member and chair 2018-2022, 

Member of BCA/BTA in the same time period, Health 

Officer 2018-2019, Road Commissioner 2019-2021, Emergency Management Director 

2020-2022 (and on we hope), Interim Zoning Administrator. 

  

 Mica led Select Board’s action on many issues important to the town, including: 

 Bolton’s COVID Response, the purchase of Wheeler Field as a park for the whole town, 

the acquisition of federal funds to renovate the Bolton Valley Resort and improve its 

water and sewer system, and repair of the Notch Slide. 

  

He has also been a steady hand through Frequent personnel changes in Highway 

Department, and Zoning and Assessor positions. 

  

The members of the Select Board will very much miss his wisdom, humor, and calm 

demeanor. We wish him an enjoyable retirement from public life but are certain that he 

will be involved with the Bolton community for years to come. 
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Deb Shelby – Good Citizen of the Year 2022 
By Allison Smith 

 

 
Each year the Board of Civil Authority 

sets out to identify and award the title of 

Good Citizen of the Year to a citizen of 

Bolton who has contributed to our 

community in remarkable ways. This 

year’s recipient is someone whose many 

diverse talents have contributed to the 

success of numerous projects across town 

and their dedication has been proven by 

hundreds of hours of volunteer service. It 

is with great enthusiasm that the town of 

Bolton honors Deb Shelby with the title 

of Bolton’s 2022 Good Citizen of the 

Year. 

 

Deb started volunteering for the town in 2015 when she joined the Planning Commission. 

She jumped into the deep end as the PC was starting the groundwork for a new town plan in a 

format that hadn’t been done before. She actively participated in the entire process, including 

community engagement events, brainstorming sessions, and working with the Chittenden 

County Regional Planning Commission to write the plan. She also worked with the PC on 

two Vermont Municipal Planning Grants, one for the 2017 Town Plan and the other for a 

master plan for the upper Bolton Valley Access Rd, including the resort. She was a driving 

force behind the first round of zoning amendments after the new town plan was passed. 

 

Another result of the town plan was the creation of the Economic Resource Committee. Deb 

was an instrumental force in getting it off the ground. The ERC, under Deb’s leadership, set 

out to inventory and support local businesses and the Bolton Community Fair was born. 

Subsequently, four fairs were held between 2016 and 2019. These events not only connected 

local businesses with their neighbors, but also raised money for the Bolton Fire Department 

and Senior Dinners. The 2019 fair was perhaps the most memorable as Deb worked tirelessly 

to add many facets to the occasion: attendance from our state representation, an art contest, 

and utilizing local grants to provide fresh local apples to all who attended. Deb washed every 

single one of the several hundred apples to ensure they were fit for consumption! 

 

After the November 2019 community fair, the ERC could never have imagined the changes 

to our lives that would come in early 2020 nor the opportunity that the pandemic would 

present for expanding and improving internet service in Bolton. Deb quickly realized this 

opportunity and set out in the spring of 2020 to collect data from residents across the town to 

better understand who was being impacted by the challenges of internet access and those 

trying to remote work, access telemedicine, and attend school virtually. By that summer, 

 

 

Continued next page 
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 Bolton and our local service provider were well poised to apply for the first round of federal 

funding. Due to Deb’s efforts, fiber was expanded to residents on Duxbury Road and another 

20 residents at the base of the Bolton Valley Access Road. 

Since that time, Deb has stepped down as chair of the ERC. However, as the pandemic 

pressed on, so did Deb’s efforts as a dedicated community volunteer. Deb understood that 

this was the moment we could achieve one of the goals set forth in the 2017 town plan 

surrounding expansion of broadband across town. Deb has worked tirelessly to advocate for 

Bolton and communicate with state and federal representation and service providers. She has 

spent many hours educating and advising the ERC so that every opportunity can be leveraged 

to bring connectivity to Bolton. Because of this, the town’s primary service provider has a 

plan and swift timeline in place to expand fiber to the majority of residents. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention an important detail. Long before the pandemic, Deb 

already had access to fiber. However, her selfless spirit and appreciation for technology made 

her all the more aware of the value that access to high-speed internet in Bolton could have on 

the lives of fellow residents. 

 

Deb has also worn other hats in her service to Bolton. She has served as the town’s technical 

resource helping with computer security and replacement. She also developed a new website 

and trained staff to update and maintain it. You may have seen Deb on election day, helping 

out at the checkout table or counting ballots after the polls have closed. 

 

With the Community Senior Center of Bolton, Richmond, and Huntington, she has led the 

Bolton Bone Builders. Most importantly, she has helped residents with computer issues and 

connected seniors with tablets so they could stay engaged with the CSC and broader 

communities to fend off the isolation of the pandemic. 

 

Those who have worked with Deb know the following three things are true about working 

with her:  

1. Deb always brings her sense of humor to every endeavor no matter how challenging 

or complicated things get. 

2. Deb and her beloved furry friend, Sadie, are a package deal.  

3. And finally, no task is too big or too small for Deb and she applies a tenacious spirit 

to everything she sets her mind to. 

 

Late one week, Deb learned of an opportunity to secure funding and expand fiber on Stage 

Road. That weekend Deb went door to door inviting over 40 of her neighbors to take the 

steps needed to make this happen. Deb sees a need and doesn’t wait for someone else to take 

action, and consequently the whole community benefits from her indomitable disposition. 

 

Deb, thank you for all your contributions to the town of Bolton! We congratulate you on 

being named Bolton’s 2022 Good Citizen of the Year. 
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TOWN OF BOLTON ANNUAL TOWN MEETING RESULTS 2022 
 
March 1, 2022, Australian Ballot 

179 voters participated out of 980 voters (with 149 “Challenged” voters) 18.2 % 
 

ARTICLE 01. Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton vote a budget of $1,165,162 to meet the 

expenses and liabilities of the town? 

 PASSED  YES  169   NO 9 (1 blank) 

ARTICLE 02. Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton vote to pay the real and personal property 

taxes to the Town Treasurer in four (4) installments with due dates of September 

15, 2022; November 15, 2022; February 15, 2023; and May 16, 2023? 

   PASSED  YES   171  NO  5 (3 blank) 

ARTICLE 03. Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize the Select Board to add a one 

quarter cent (1/4¢) addition to the tax rate to support the Conservation Fund? 

   PASSED  YES   122  NO 48 (9 blank) 

ARTICLE 04. Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize cannabis retailers and cannabis 

integrated licensee operations in the Town of Bolton pursuant to 7 V.S.A. § 863?  

   PASSED  YES   114   NO 63  (2 blank) 

ARTICLE 05. Shall the voters of the Town of Bolton authorize the purchase or lease of an 

Excavator for the Bolton Highway Department, price not to exceed $110,000, to be financed over 

a period not to exceed ten years? 

   PASSED  YES   144      NO 35 

 

ARTICLE 06.  

*To elect all Town Officers as required by law: 

 One Cemetery Commissioner for a term of three (3) years – Penny Tinker 

 One Select Board member for a term of two (2) years – Janet Metz 

 One Select Board member for a term of three (3) years – Steven Goldfield 

 One Select Board member for a term of one year remaining on a two (2) year term – Andrew 

Pond 

One Select Board member for a term of two years remaining on a three (3) year term – Paula 

Gervia 

One Town Moderator for a term of one (1) year – Leslie Pelch 

One Town Constable for a term of one (1) year  - Jonathan Dennis 

 

*As all candidates were running unopposed, all were all elected by the presiding officer declaring 

the slate.  

 

“When the same number of persons are nominated for any town office as there are positions to be 

filled, the presiding officer may declare the whole slate of candidates elected without making 

individual tallies, provided each person on the slate has more votes than the largest number of 

write-in votes for any one write-in candidate.” 17 V.S.A § 2682(f). 
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                                mmuusd news 
 

             Timeline for K-8 School Choice,  

        Spanish Immersion, & Kindergarten  

 

March 2, 2022 

MMMUSD Elementary and Middle Schools communicate to 

parents Kindergarten registration, school choice and Spanish 

Immersion options in MMUUSD and where to access information if 

they wish to register their child for Kindergarten or apply for school 

choice or the Spanish Immersion Program. 

 

March 2, 2022 - April 1, 2022 

Parent(s) or guardian(s) fill out a school choice or Spanish Immersion form either online 

or by printable hard copy. Hard copies must be submitted by mail or in-person to the Mt. 

Mansfield Unified Union School District Office in Jericho (10 River Road, Jericho, VT 

05465). Parent(s) or guardian(s) register their child for Kindergarten on Powerschool. 

Registration information can be found on the district’s website under Families-

Community - Enrollment and Student Forms. 

 

April 1, 2022 

Kindergarten registrations and School Choice & Spanish Immersion applications due. If 

parents want to apply for school choice or Spanish Immersion, all forms are due either 

electronically, via mail or dropped off in person at the Mt. Mansfield Unified Union 

School District Office (10 River Road, Jericho, VT 05465). 

 

April 29, 2022 

Schools will mail letters to parents/guardians informing them if there is capacity for 

school choice or Spanish Immersion explaining placement for their child and general 

information and timelines for their son/daughter’s individual school. 

 

Late Spring (elementary schools) /Midsummer (middle schools) 2021 

Teacher assignments will occur within each school and letters will be sent home with the 

teacher placement. 

 

Catch up on the newest edition of 

“District Happenings” (and lots of 

other news and district information 

at https://www.mmuusd.org/ 

 
 

 
 

Snow fort building fun at 

Smilie School! 



  

 

March 2022                                                                                                         page 9 

 

bolton up and down town club senior dinner  
May the road rise up to meet you...and may you join us for an 

Irish feast! 

When: Thursday, March 24, 2022, at 5 p.m. 

Where: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: Corned beef and cabbage, glazed carrots, red roasted potatoes, Irish 

soda bread, mint chocolate ice cream and homemade shortbread cookies! 

RSVP please: Doris 802-999-4555 

 
       VT LAW REQUIRES THAT ALL DOGS BE  
       REGISTERED BY APRIL 1st, ANNUALLY! 
Our records indicate that 117 dogs living in Bolton have yet to be 

registered. Is your dog one of them? If so, please register him or her. 

Re-registration is easy! All you need is a current rabies certificate (if 

one is already on file and still current, you don't need to send another 

copy) and the fee (see chart below). Register via mail or the secure 

drop box (to the right of the Town Office door!), and we will send 

you your 2022 dog tag and license by mail.  

 

If you have a new dog or a new rabies certificate, instructions and the 

form are available on the town’s website under Forms & Documents; 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/ and can be mailed to the Town Office or put in the drop 

box.  

 

All dogs registered by April 1st will be entered into a drawing for a free 2023 dog license, 

with the winner drawn in April. If you no longer have a dog that was previously 

registered, please let us know. We feel terrible calling to remind you to register your dog 

only to find out that your dog has passed 

away.  

Avoid the late fees, register by April 1st! 

Prior to April 1ST:  

NEUTERED $9.00  

UN-NEUTERED $13.00 

 

After April 1ST:   

NEUTERED $11.00 

UN-NEUTERED $17.00 

 

 

 

 

CLerk’s Corner ConTinued from page 2 

http://boltonvt.com/documents/
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Vermont Big Trees Program and Map  

From the VT Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation 

 

We are thrilled to announce the reinvigoration of the Vermont Big Trees 

Program.  While at times robust, the program has been mostly dormant for about a 

decade. Over the past year VT UCF staff has invested time and resources into 

updating the program, with the support of the Department of Forests, Parks & 

Recreation and the Agency of Digital Services. 

 

Updates to the Vermont Big Trees Program include: 

• Locating, remeasuring, and verifying 53 Big Tree Champions across the 

state. 

• Creating a searchable, sortable Vermont Big Tree database and 

map experience. 

• Updating the nomination form and verification schedule for new Big Tree 

candidates. 

• Developing a Big Trees FAQ page. 

In the coming months, VT UCF will be launching a campaign to solicit nominations 

for Big Tree candidates for approximately 70 vacant species. Stay tuned for more 

information in the April edition of TREEmail. 

Explore Vermont Big Trees  

 

Green Up Day is Saturday, May 7th - Help make our town shine! 

From Green Up Vermont: Make Green Up Day a fun family 

activity. Your help makes a huge difference in keeping our 

neighborhoods clean and giving back to your community feels 

great too. Help us with Green Up Vermont’s CLEAN EVERY 

MILE CHALLENGE. Sign up for a route and pick up your 

bags at the Bolton Town Office in April (notice will be posted when they arrive). We can 

do this with YOUR HELP. 

Visit: https://greenup.powershift.info/towndetails/  for more details.  

Be safe and have fun.  

https://vtcommunityforestry.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8d71c6573f4c4445630b1ab8&id=ea182e264e&e=d55d00c6bc
https://vtcommunityforestry.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8d71c6573f4c4445630b1ab8&id=ea182e264e&e=d55d00c6bc
https://vtcommunityforestry.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8d71c6573f4c4445630b1ab8&id=b24cd345db&e=d55d00c6bc
https://vtcommunityforestry.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8d71c6573f4c4445630b1ab8&id=d4b1378727&e=d55d00c6bc
https://vtcommunityforestry.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8d71c6573f4c4445630b1ab8&id=d4b1378727&e=d55d00c6bc
https://vtcommunityforestry.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8d71c6573f4c4445630b1ab8&id=747954cdfc&e=d55d00c6bc
https://vtcommunityforestry.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8d71c6573f4c4445630b1ab8&id=b59f74ebc2&e=d55d00c6bc
https://vtcommunityforestry.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8d71c6573f4c4445630b1ab8&id=8e4d21371e&e=d55d00c6bc
https://greenup.powershift.info/towndetails/
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into the woods by ethan tapper 

Forest Management is Not Deforestation 

 

 
Over the last few centuries, Vermont’s 

forests have been on a transformative 

journey. Prior to European colonization, 

Vermont was about 90-95% forested. 

Following the massive clearing of the early-

mid 1800’s, Vermont rebounded from a low 

of about 20% forested around 1850 to 80% 

forested by the end of the twentieth century. 

In the last several decades, however, the 

amount of forestland in our state has begun 

to backslide, decreasing to about 75% today.  

Deforestation, or forest loss, occurs when 

forests are converted to non-forest. While 

both local and global forest loss are driven 

by a variety of factors, here in Vermont 

development is one of the leading 

contributors. The estimates of annual 

deforestation in Vermont range from 2,000 

acres to nearly 13,000 acres per year, 

depending on how we define the term. 

Despite uncertainty in the exact amount, it’s 

clear that we are losing forestland in 

Vermont. 

  

Forests are foundational to our lives: they 

make our world work and our lives 

beautiful. Among the many benefits that 

forests provide are food and shelter for 

wildlife, clean water and air, protection of 

biodiversity, renewable resources (wood), 

scenic beauty, and opportunities for outdoor 

recreation. Rightfully, those who care about 

forests increasingly recognize the problem 

of deforestation and are looking for 

solutions. However, understanding 

deforestation is more complex than it may 

seem. 

When you see tree stumps in the woods, 

you might assume that deforestation has 

occurred – that the forest has in some way 

been lost. However, while deforestation 

involves the cutting of trees, tree mortality 

(whether natural or human-caused) is not 

the same as deforestation. Within Vermont’s 

forests, tree mortality is an important part of 

forest growth and development that the 

plants, animals, trees, fungi, and 

microorganisms that make up the forest 

community have adapted to over millennia. 

Forest development is a cycle, a continuous, 

dynamic process within which the death of 

trees is a beginning as much as an ending. 

Every old forest was once a young forest 

and will be one again.  

 

Deforestation is the only real endpoint for 

forests, systems that include, and even 

thrive on, death and disturbances. While the 

death of trees in a forest may lead to a rich 

and robust natural response -- including the 

development of unique habitats and robust 

regeneration -- deforestation undermines 

the natural cycles that perpetuate forests by 

denying them the opportunity to regenerate. 

In short, instead of letting forests be forests, 

deforestation turns them into something 

else. When deforestation occurs, we lose 

forests’ countless benefits for the foreseeable 

future; a forest converted to non-forest will 

no longer sequester and store carbon, no 

longer provide habitat for wildlife, no 

longer clean our air and our water to the 

degree that forests do – and may not do so 

again in our lifetimes.  
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While the goal of deforestation is to turn a 

forest into something else (often to meet 

human needs), the goal of responsible 

forest management is the perpetuation of 

healthy, vibrant, intact forests and the 

many values they provide. Done well, 

forest management can be regenerative, 

working with natural processes to help 

forests become more biologically-diverse, 

complex, resilient to climate change and 

rich in habitat for an array of plants, 

animals, and other native species. While 

cutting trees is different in some ways 

than natural mortality, it can be done in 

ways that build on forests’ natural 

resilience and are ultimately beneficial to 

the forest community. That said, forest 

management has tradeoffs: we can 

recognize that forest management can be 

very positive while also acknowledging 

that some critiques of forest management 

are valid, deserve our close attention and 

highlight opportunities for improvement.  

 

As we endeavor to understand how best 

to build a healthy, functional, beautiful 

world, understanding how deforestation 

is fundamentally different from forest 

management is one of the many nuances 

we must explore. Developing a common 

definition for what deforestation is and 

how it differs from responsible forest 

management allows us to work towards 

common solutions – strategies that ensure 

healthy forests and the benefits they 

provide exist for this and future 

generations. Having frank conversations 

about what constitutes responsible forest 

management is critical, but limiting 

deforestation – both in Vermont and 

across the globe – is the single most 

important thing we can do to protect our 

forested ecosystems. We must find a way 

to keep forests as forests.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County 

Forester. He can be reached at 

ethan.tapper@vermont.gov, or (802) 585-

9099. Stay tuned to what Ethan’s up to at: 

https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester  

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
https://linktr.ee/ChittendenCountyForester
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City Nature Challenge Comes to Bolton in 2022! 
 

The City Nature Challenge, an international event organized by the Natural History 

Museum of Los Angeles County and the California Academy of Sciences is coming to 

Bolton this spring! Sponsored by the Conservation Commission (CC), we invite folks to 

observe and record nature in and around our beautiful town from April 29 – May 2, with 

the ID phase occurring May 3-8 and international results announced May 9. 

 

The CC will gladly support our citizen scientists’ efforts during this challenge. Enjoy 

time out and about in our lovely rural setting observing any wild organism, or living 

thing, you might see. 

 

The simplest way to participate is to have a device with an iNaturalist account. Group 

accounts and entries are welcome! For much more information please go to: 

 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/ 

 

https://citynaturechallenge.org/ 

 

 

And/or contact Pamela "flask" Gude 

eflask@gmail.com 

 

Thanks for your consideration! 

Virginia Haviland 

Pamela "flask" Gude 

for the Bolton Conservation Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

https://www.inaturalist.org/
https://citynaturechallenge.org/
mailto:eflask@gmail.com

