
Bolton Economic Resource Committee 
Wednesday, December 15, 2021 

Bolton Town Office with Remote Access 
 
Present: Ernest (Chip) Levesque, Tammy McGuriman, and Sue Sinnamon. Guests: 
Ed Sinnamon and Deb Shelby (remote) 

 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairperson Chip 

Levesque at 6:03 p.m. 
2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda: None 
3. Public Comment: None 
4. Approval of Minutes for Meeting on November 8, 2021: A motion was 

made by Tammy and seconded by Chip to approve the minutes from the 
ERC meeting on November 8, 2021. All were in favor. 

5. General Business 
a. Broadband in Bolton Update: Deb Shelby updated the committee 

regarding her Public Comment at the December 6, 2021 Select Board 
Meeting. She said she made them aware of the timeline we have and 
that we are trying to get approval from them to allocate some of the 
ARPA funds Bolton has received to go towards fiber and that we need a 
commitment letter from them before January 15 which is the date 
Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom can request funds from the 
Vermont Community Broadband Board. The funds are allocated on a 
first come first serve basis so a delay means we might not get complete 
funding. Over 400 residents in Bolton need fiber. Stage Road is starting 
to get fiber turned on. The total number of residents we have gotten 
fiber to is over 100 since May of 2020. Of the people left, 3 areas do not 
qualify for funding; WB Condos, Trailer Park and all of Bolton Valley. 
WCVT will match our ARPA funds. We want funding so WCVT can get 
fiber to everyone.  If we don’t get funding from ARPA funds WCVT may 
not be able to complete fiber in those three areas of town. If they don’t 
get funds, they need to fork over more money and that means less 
money for those who don’t qualify and they then have to focus on other 
towns. Deb stated that the ERC needs someone who can represent the 
ERC at the Select Board meeting on Monday, December 20 to move this 
forward since she will be unable to be there. Tammy volunteered to be 
there and felt Allison, if she was back, would be there also. Deb 



suggested that the ERC come up with three simple statements for them 
to present to move this forward. Amy interjected that if we wanted to 
discuss this with the Select Board we needed to be on the agenda. 
Tammy asked her to put us on the agenda and that we would need 15 
minutes. Amy also expressed that this was unfortunate timing to have to 
add something else to the Select Board’s agenda as it was a very busy 
time of the year for them and that she also had hoped to have a forum 
for public comment on the spending of the ARPA funds at/after the 
Town Meeting. Deb responded that unfortunately the state has set the 
timeline, and the opening of funding requests for January 15, 2021 and 
funds will be awarded on a first come first serve basis as well as a town’s 
financial commitment to the project.  Also, there already has been much 
public comment on the priority of fiber from town residents. In 2017 the 
Town Plan identified broadband as a high priority. Over 170 households 
responded to a survey in 2020 which identified the urgency for better 
internet service due to COVID-19. Then in October 2021 80% of eligible 
residents in the Stage Road area filled out an online extension grant 
form for fiber installation. The ERC is confident that this is something the 
residents consider a priority. Amy said meeting packets are sent to the 
Select Board on Thursday and it would be helpful if the Select Board has 
some information ahead of time. Tammy will take info Deb has given us 
and put it on one page. Our goal is to show the Broadband Board the 
town is committed so they give us funding.  Amy pointed out that three 
different dollar amounts had been requested at different times. Ed 
pointed out that the amount the ERC had officially recommended to the 
BSB was $200,000.  The members present agreed that was the correct 
amount. It is a significant enough amount to request so the VCBB knows 
the town is committed to Broadband and better internet service for its 
community.  There are 400 residents that don’t have fiber and only half 
qualify for funding as unserved and underserved. Ed suggested as part 
of our presentation we state the reasons that good internet service is 
now important; those being, because of COVID, many are working from 
home, they are having some medical appointments via ZOOM and there 
is remote learning for school. People are suffering because they don’t 
have adequate internet and they need it.  It was then determined that 
Tammy would take the above info and she and Deb would work on it 
tonight and have something for the Select Board packet by tomorrow. 



6. Communications: None 
7. Next Meeting: Allison is unable to be at meetings on Wednesdays for the 

next three months due to work commitments. Tammy will talk with her and 
find out another date for the January meeting. 

8. Adjournment: Chip made a motion, seconded by Sue to adjourn the 
meeting at 6:46 p.m. All were in favor. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Sue Sinnamon 
 
Minutes are unofficial until approved. 
 
These minutes were read and accepted by a quorum of the Economic 
Resource Committee on January 10, 2022. 


