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Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Hybrid Meeting Minutes 

December 6, 2021 

 

Board members present:  Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers (6:08 p.m.) Paula Gervia, Janet 

Metz, virtual (6:13 p.m.), Andrew Pond 

Board members absent: None 

Also present: Ed & Sue Ann Sinnamon; ERC (virtual) ERC, Deb Shelby; ERC (virtual), Allison 

Smith; ERC, Tammi McGuriman; ERC, Steve Diglio (virtual), Joss Besse (virtual), Chris Dubin; 

CCRPC (virtual), Craig Deyo; HD, Jeremy Knepper (virtual), Erica Duggento (virtual) 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. Call to order:   The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara 

with a quorum of 3 members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

• Additions: Review and vote on Colin O’Brien curb cut permit, Notch Road (tabled from 

November 15, 2021), payment received.  Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to 

approve the curb cut application submitted by Colin O’Brien, and approved by the Fire 

Chief and Highway Superintendent.”   Janet Metz seconded. There was no further 

discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

Deletions: None. 

3. Public Comment:  

• Deb Shelby provided a five-page memo to the BSB regarding the ERC’s request for 

$200,000 in Bolton’s ARPA funds to be used for broadband, highlighting seven points of 

the document, and personally recommending $250K.   

➢ That information (5 pages) is on file with these minutes.  

➢ Brief discussion on the previous BSB decision to determine the method and process 

for allocating funding and allowing for community input, after the completion of the 

town budget and warning, most likely in early February.  

➢ Allison Smith noted that the deadline for commitment of funds is currently 1/15/21, 

and the ERC recognizes the unfortunate timing for requesting a commitment at this 

time.  

➢ Mica Cassara stated the BSB would address the process and funding at the 12/20/21 

BSB meeting.   

➢ Joss Besse noted ARPA seminar availability. Amy Grover noted the VLCT website 

has a wealth of information on ARPA funds; the website is accessible to all.  

4. Communications:  

• Deb Shelby Broadband ARPA Funds: An email indicated the ERC was seeking 

confirmation of the use of ARPA funds for broadband ahead of the schedule the BSB 

previously set for addressing the process for determining the use of funds. See above 

under public comment. 

• Chittenden County Pre-Budget Meeting: Notice that all are welcome to attend, scheduled 

for 12/17/2.  

  



 

2 

 

5. Recurring Business:  

• Minutes November 15 and 23, 2021: Paula Gervia made the motion “to approve the 

meeting minutes of November 15 and 23, 2021, as presented.”   Lynda DesLauriers 

seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-

0).  

• Warrants: Reviewed and signed.  

• Financial Reports: Legal expenses, delinquent and late tax reports were dispersed.  

6. Business & Action Items: 

• Post Probation Wage Increase Highway Superintendent: The BSB reviewed the written 

notification regarding the post probation wage increase and accompanying issue. Lynda 

DesLauriers made the motion “to approve the promised post probation 50 cent/hour 

wage increase retroactive to the end of probation.”   Janet Metz seconded. There was no 

further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Winooski Basin Water Quality Council – Municipal Representative Solicitation.  

Solicitation reviewed, 2 members to represent the 49 municipalities. Consensus that there 

was no bandwidth for a BSB member to seek being appointed as 1 of 2 representatives.  

• Town Mask Mandate: 

➢ Amy Grover noted Gov. Scott had signed a bill allowing VT towns to enact their own 

mask mandates. An unidentified caller adamantly indicated that the BSB needed to 

institute a mask mandate for The Ponds facility, due to large groups gathering there.  

The caller seemed unfamiliar with Bolton, asking to speak with the Town Manager.  

BVR, LLC is the new owner of The Ponds. The Inn at Essex holds the contract for 

events at The Ponds until 11/2022.  BVR, LLC indicated it would be up to The Inn at 

Essex to determine mask requirements. Brief discussion on Bolton businesses, 

potential for negative impact to businesses, private events at The Ponds, Burlington 

mandates, BVR, LLC mask policies, lack of enforcement, need to re-visit every 30 

days. Consensus to take no further action – no mask mandate instituted. 

• Town Meeting 2022 – Current Expectations, Cannabis Articles: 

Current expectations:  

➢ Amy Grover noted she had reached out to the MMUUSD to inquire if there were any 

concerns/issues with the use of Smilie School for Town Meeting 2022, and there were 

none. 

➢ Currently anticipating an in-person meeting on Monday evening 2/28/22 (no 

community potluck dinner, no babysitting), and in-person voting 3/1/2022.  

➢ Currently, there is no statutory vehicle that would allow for a virtual informational 

hearing and voting all articles by Australian ballot, unless the legislature enacts 

legislation that allows for that, like last year, Act 162.   

Cannabis Articles:  

➢ 7 V.S.A. § 863 allows towns to vote on authorizing cannabis retailers in town, or 

integrated licensees (retail and operations of cultivator, wholesaler, product 

manufacturer and testing laboratory). Brief discussion on options and impacts. 

➢ Andrew Pond made the motion “to approve adding a vote on authorizing integrated 

licensees in the Town of Bolton under 7 V.S.A. § 863 to the 2022 Town Meeting Day 

warning.”   Paula Gervia seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in 

favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• FY 22-23 Draft Budget – Full Review.   
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Discussion included: 

➢ Allocation requests: no funding allocation to GBIC, Big Heavy World, VT Bar 

Foundation. 

➢ Highway Department: uniforms (contracted with a company), contracted services 

padded for rental equipment, costs for rental equipment, tool replacement, request for 

the HD to provide a tool inventory, culvert costs, extensive discussion on resurfacing 

and if there is the ability to have a separate warned item, CPC road plan, road plan in 

general for both paved and gravel roads,  if there is a true need for that extensive 

amount of information (hiring a consultant), reclamation of paved roads,  

✓ Craig Deyo to provide culvert cost estimates to compare with CCRPC report 

estimates. 

✓ Replacement schedule for 2018 International: Option to pre-order now with 

Allegiance due to extensive delivery timeframe (2 – 3 years), explore option for a 

3-year lease program.  Tabled to a future discussion.  

7. Appointments:  

1. 6:20 – 6:30 p.m. Jeremy Knepper – EC; Solar RFP – Confirm Delegation to Work 

Directly with Bidders. Jeremy Knepper noted: 

➢ The EC wanted to confirm delegation from BSB to engage directly with bidders i.e., 

technical Q & A, particularly with respect to energy generation.  Mica Cassara 

confirmed that was the understanding and consensus of the BSB.   

➢ Amy Grover noted the bids had already expired and needed to be valid until 3/1/2022 

if the BSB chose to add Solar installation to the 2022 Town Meeting warning.  

2. 6:30 p.m. Chris Dubin, CCRPC – Municipal Transportation Capital Improvement Plan 

Recommendations. Chris Dubin noted his experience and focus as the CCRPC Senior 

Transportation Planner, adding that: 

➢ He had provided an extensive memo (on file with these minutes) for the CPC/BSB 

regarding town highway infrastructure and the highway inventories completed by 

CCRPC. 

➢ The group reviewed the CCRPC provided assessment of paved roads, paving costs, 

PCI scores, cost effectiveness, types of resurfacing (overlay vs. full depth 

reconstruction), grant funding, and perspective in terms of dollar amounts per year 

needed for resurfacing with respect to budgeting and developing a general plan for 

paving funding. 

➢ Lynda DesLauriers asked if CCRPC was making a recommendation for an annual 

budget amount for paving. 

✓ Chris Dubin noted there was purposefully not a hard number in the report as there 

are variables; i.e., overlay vs. full depth reconstruction, and it appears that Bolton 

is underfunding roadways with respect to the paving budget. More evaluation 

would need to be completed to develop a defensible number. 

➢ Paula Gervia asked about the staff recommendation to increase the paving budget 3% 

annually. 

✓ Chris Dubin noted that was to address annual increases in material costs. 

➢ Group discussion of studies in adjacent towns ($20K+), hiring an outside consultant, 

required local match, the value of completing pavement inventories on a more regular 

basis to gain a better understanding of roadway deterioration rates for predictive 
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modeling of 3, 5, 10 years, a BSB decision on how to approach for a more accurate 

number.    

➢ Brief group discussion on CCRPC UPWP solicitation/application (already forwarded 

to the BSB, PC, DRB), requires a 20% match, 1/21/22 deadline, potential for federal 

infrastructure funds unknown.    

➢ Brief group discussion on culverts, costs, funding, replacement schedule.  

➢ Thanks expressed to Chris Dubin and CCRPC for ongoing support with respect to 

town highways. 

8. Adjournment:   Paula Gervia the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”   Lynda DesLauriers 

seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0) at 

8:59 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Select Board on December 20, 2021. 

 

 


