
 

 

Bolton Economic Resource Committee 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 

Bolton Town Office with Remote Access 
 

Present: Ernest (Chip) Levesque, Tammy McGuriman, Sue Sinnamon and Allison Smith. Guests: 
Deb Shelby and Ed Sinnamon. 

 
1. Call to Order: The meeting was called to order by Allison at 6:04 p.m. 

 
2. Additions/Deletions to Agenda: VTel Wireless. Added under General Business 5.a.ii. 

 
3. Public Comment: Ed brought to the attention of the ERC a letter he received from VTel. 

It will be further discussed under 5.a.ii. 
 

4.  Approval of Minutes for meeting on September 15, 2021.  Tammy made a motion and 
Chip seconded it to approve the minutes of the meeting on September 15, 2021.  All were 
in favor. 
 

5. General Business: 
a. Waitsfield Telecom Update:  
i. CARES Act Funding for Line Extension on State Road: Deb reported that she 

attended a meeting on October 8 about doing line extensions using leftover 
CARES Act funds. She found out that the state had preapproved 49 locations 
for a project that had been defined by WCVT and needs to be completed by 
December 31, 2021 (the deadline to use the funds). But to qualify for funding, 
residents had to register on line and fill out a form the state provided by 
October 15. 35 out of 49 people filled out the form including 7 Richmond 
residents. By filling out the form each resident would get $3,000 that goes to 
Waitsfield for the line extension. The state gave Deb an image of the form, 
Allison printed it and Deb made phone calls, emails and in home visits to get 
35 residents registered for a total of $105,000 going to WCVT for the line 
extension to bring fiber to Stage Road residents’ homes. One of the 
requirements on the form for funding was that those residents had to indicate 
that they needed upgraded service for education, work or health. Also, 
whatever they were paying for DSL they would pay for fiber unless they 
requested a higher speed.  
 
The members of the ERC thanked Deb for the many, many hours she worked 
getting the forms to Stage Road residents and helping them to fill them out 
and get registered.  

 
Deb also reported that she spoke to Roger from WCVT on Saturday, October 16.  His 
team is working on a town wide plan that he plans to be able to provide to the ERC at 
their November meeting. The ERC will then prepare a presentation for the Bolton 



 

 

Select Board to request ARPA funds for the projects. The ERC is hoping to be ready to 
be able to present this at the at December 6, 2021 Select Board meeting. Allison will 
let Amy know that we tentatively will want to be put on the agenda.  We are also 
waiting for the Broadband Board to release their guidelines.  
 
ii. VTel Wireless: Allison reported that she reached out to Andrea Spaans and 

asked the number of households they were serving. She said that there were 
currently 17 in Bolton getting service. In July 2021 there was only 7. Andrea 
said in addition they sent out letters on their grant list which targeted 40 
addresses enticing them to sign up with VTel offering them limited time 
incentives. Allison asked her if she could share the locations. She said she can’t 
share who she is currently providing service to but she would check to see if 
she could get the information on who received the letters. VTel has received 
one million dollars in funding to service 57 people with wireless. Deb made the 
comment that WCVT is committed to converting everyone in Bolton from DSL 
to fiber. 

 
 

b. Broadband Access on Sharkeyville Road Update. Tammy reached out to Roger at 
WCVT in regards to a Bolton resident’s concern at our last meeting regarding his 
lack of good internet service. Roger told her Consolidated Communications should 
be getting federal funding themselves and is the server for Sharkeyville Road. It 
would cost $200,000 for WCVT just to run the line to Sharkeyville Road. The 
committee further discussed the issue. Since Sharkeyville Road is in Bolton we 
have to have a plan for them. Legislators have said plans have to be by town.  The 
question was raised as to whether WCVT could apply for funding and Consolidated 
Communications provide the service. Allison will reach out to Steve Goldfield, the 
resident that brought this issue up to the ERC, with this information. 

 
Allison will write an article for FPF updating everyone on what the ERC has been doing. 
She will talk about the Stage Road project and about Roger coming up with a town wide 
plan and commitment to convert all DSL in Bolton to fiber. The ERC ‘s goal is to assist and 
get as much funding as possible. Some locations won’t quality for ARPA funds. We should 
compliment Waitsfield for their effort to make this transition as painless as possible and 
their commitment to get it done. Deb also wants to let everyone know how appreciative 
she is that Marcy Harding from Richmond helped her register Richmond folks for the Stage 
Road funding. 
 
Deb reported that she is working with several folks to put together a letter for The 
Technology Committee and legislators. There is no CUD in Chittenden County and the way 
the legislation is written it favors the CUDs and prevents companies like WCVT from 
getting some funding. 
 



 

 

Allison will work on a Google form so we can collect more email addresses so we can 
contact people if we need to for instances like the Stage Road project. 
 

6. Communication: Ed shared that when he visited the Town Hall last week Carol Devlin told 
him a person had come in to the Town Hall recently and said she missed the Community 
Fair. 
 

7. Agenda for next meeting November 17, 2021, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Allison will not be here 
11/17/21. The committee proposed tentative new dates for the meeting of 11/8/21 or 
11/9/21. Allison will check with the town and get back to us with a firm date. 
 

8. Adjournment: Chip made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:06 and Sue seconded it. 
All were in favor. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Sue Sinnamon, Secretary 

 
These minutes are unofficial until approved. 

 

These minutes were read and accepted by a quorum of the Economic Resource 

Committee on November 8, 2021. 

 

 
 


