
Request for Proposal Town of Bolton Solar
Town of Bolton

October 25, 2021

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL: TOWN OF BOLTON SOLAR

Town of Bolton
3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway (US Route 2)

Bolton, Vermont 05676
Phone: (802) 434-3064 / 434-5075

Fax: (802) 434-6404

KEY RFP DATES
Request for Proposal (RFP) Issued: October 25, 2021
Request for Clarifications Due: November 5, 2021
Responses Due: November 15, 2021 by 4pm

Responses should be received at the following address:
3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway (US Route 2)
Bolton, Vermont 05676
Attention: Amy Grover

Please return the response forms as described in this RFP, properly executed, and
placed in envelopes clearly marked and delivered or mailed to the above address.
Physical submissions shall have “RFP Town of Bolton Solar” on the outside of the
envelope.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL: TOWN OF BOLTON SOLAR

The Town of Bolton is seeking proposals related to the feasibility of engineering, project
scoping, financing, permitting, utility coordination, installation, annual inspection, display,
knowledge transfer, and ongoing maintenance of photovoltaic arrays for the generation
and net-metered transmission of electricity. This RFP is intended as a competitive
bidding process. The Town of Bolton, in coordination with the Town of Bolton Energy
Committee, plans to use the competitive bids from RFP submissions to determine the
costs, benefits and feasibility of procuring or leasing a solar array meant to offset all Town
of Bolton electrical consumption. Final determination of procuring or leasing a solar array
will require initial approval from the Town of Bolton Select Board and final approval from
the Town of Bolton citizens. Any possibility of procuring or leasing a solar array will not
occur prior to March 2022.

1. Information Provided

A. Background
The Town of Bolton is seeking the potential installation of a net-metered solar array
system to offset all Town of Bolton electrical consumption via all town buildings. The town
buildings consist of the Town Clerk Office, Fire Station, and Town Garage. The proposed
location of the net-metered solar arrays is on the Town Garage’s south facing standing
seam roof. Based on data analyzed in 2019, an average year’s electrical consumption
from the town buildings is 28,800 kWh. Based on data analyzed in 2021, the maximum
year’s electrical consumption, excluding special circumstances, is 34,000 kWh.
Additionally, the town is considering the installation of heat pumps that would increase
overall annual electrical consumption by ~5,000 KWh for each Town building installed.

Engineering, project scoping (determination of final array size), financing (lease vs own),
permitting, coordination with Green Mountain Power (GMP) utility, installation, annual
inspection, display (physical placement, signage), knowledge transfer, on-going
maintenance, warranty terms, and the overall timeline (maximum 6 months after a
formally accepted bid) for installation completion are all to be provided within the RFP.

B. Statement of Need
The goal of this project is to provide the Town of Bolton electricity from a renewable
source at a cost that does not exceed the Town of Bolton’s current monthly electricity
payment, and offers a Return on Investment (ROI) that is less than or equal to
approximately 50% of the system’s warranty period. This project has the potential to
provide a community example of renewable energy benefits, and the capabilities of the
selected solar provider, while offering long-term economic benefits to the Town of Bolton.

C. Response
Responses Due: November 15, 2021 by 4pm
By mail or hand delivery. Three (3) copies of the submittal to:
3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway (US Route 2)
Bolton, Vermont 05676
Attention: Amy Grover, Town clerk
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2. Information Requested
In order to simplify the evaluation process and obtain the maximum degree of
comparison, the Town of Bolton is requiring firms to submit information in the format and
manner described in this section.

A. Title Page
● Request for Proposal - Project Title (“Town of Bolton Solar”)
● Name of Firm
● Address and Telephone number of Firm
● Name of Contact Person
● Date of Submission

B. Table of Contents and Organization of Information
Include a clear identification of the materials by section and page number, with traceability
to the following requirements:

● Engineering – Analysis confirming the Town of Bolton Garage can manage the
total solar array dimensional size and load, and not be presented any additional
risk during severe weather events such as high winds.

● Project Scoping – A recommendation on annual solar array output based on
historical electricity consumption.

● Financing – Offer a competitive price to purchase the solar array system outright;
Offer or recommend a third party lease/leasor option for exploration by the Town of
Bolton Energy Committee; Estimate any likely ongoing or occasional expenses;
Communicate any financial grants that may be available; Identify and explain the
application of any tax credits.

● Permitting – Obtain all permits needed to complete the installation and long-term
viability of the selected solar array.

● Coordination with GMP - Forewarn and abide by all installation standards
required by Green Mountain Power utility to assure the final system serves as a
net-metered system for all Town of Bolton buildings; Communicate any
infrastructure updates and respective costs that may be required.

● Installation – Complete all activities associated with the solar array installation
through the point of proven technical performance, grid connectivity, any required
third party inspections, and accounting for the Town Garage residing within a flood
zone.

● Annual Inspection – Offer an annual inspection of the system’s installation
workmanship and overall functionality, through the first five years of service.

● Display - Installation of a display that recognizes the purpose of the solar array
system for community awareness; Display may also include solar installer
recognition.

● Knowledge Transfer – Provide operational and supervision knowledge of the
solar array system and grid connectivity to the Town of Bolton, including the Town
of Bolton Energy Committee.

● On-going Maintenance - Provide maintenance within the boundaries of all stated
warranties.
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● Warranty Terms - Clearly articulate all warranty terms associated with the installed
solar array, including materials and installation workmanship.

● Overall Timeline - Provide a proposed schedule that identifies primary milestones
and Town of Bolton contributions, with overall timeline no greater than 6 months
from the date of formal RFP acceptance.

● Professional Experience - Offer a description of the company’s history,
experience with similar solar projects, and references for potential Town of Bolton
due diligence.

Beyond the requirements listed above, competitive bids are welcome to provide additional
recommendations on the final system with a statement of benefit.

The Town of Bolton reserves the right to reject any and all competitive submissions,
wholly or in part, to waiver any informalities or any irregularities herein, to accept any bid
even though it may not be the lowest bid, to call for rebids, to negotiate with any bidder,
and to make an award which in its sole and absolute judgment will best serve the Town’s
interest. The Town of Bolton reserves the right to investigate the financial responsibility of
any bidder to determine his or her ability to assure service throughout the term of the
contract.

Confidentiality Agreement
This Agreement is made as of ____________, by and between The Town of Bolton and
[responding organization] ____________________, having its principal place of business
at __________________________________________, (the “Responder”) and The
Town of Bolton, having its principal place of business at 3045 Theodore Roosevelt
Highway (US Route 2) Bolton, Vermont 05676, referred to collectively as "Parties", and
individually as "Party."
WHEREAS, the Parties are currently exploring a transaction (the "Transaction") relating
to RFP Town of Bolton Solar. In the course of these discussions, the Parties may
exchange information and data which is confidential and proprietary, and in such event
the Parties agree that such Confidential Information shall be governed by this
Confidentiality Agreement. THEREFORE, in consideration of the receipt by the Parties
from each other of such Confidential Information for their mutual benefit in connection
with the Transaction, and the mutual covenants contained herein, the Parties hereby
agree as follows:
(1) "Confidential Information" shall mean all technical, economic, business, engineering
or descriptive information, data, or other documents relating to the "Transaction," which
one Party (the "Disclosing Party") discloses to the other Party (the "Receiving Party") in
documentary form marked as confidential, or which a Party discloses orally, identifies as
being confidential, or at the time of disclosure and then promptly confirms in writing to the
other Party as being confidential, except any portion of such Confidential Information
which: (i) at the time of disclosure is generally available to the public (other than as a
result of a disclosure by any Party in violation of this Agreement); (ii) was available to any
Party on a non-confidential basis from a source other than the Party hereto providing the
Confidential Information, provided that such source is not and was not known by the
Receiving Party to be bound by a confidentiality agreement that was applicable to the
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Confidential Information; or (iii) has been independently acquired or developed by any
Party without violating any of its obligations under this Agreement.
(2) Regardless of whether the Transaction is consummated, during the period for which
the obligations set forth in this Agreement are in effect, the Parties will keep such
Confidential Information confidential and subject to the terms of this Agreement.
(3) Recipient shall employ all reasonable efforts to maintain the Information received
hereunder secret and confidential. Recipient shall not use such Information for any
purpose other than that set forth in Paragraph 1 above without prior approval of the
disclosing party.
(4) No Receiving Party shall itself, or permit its employees or agents at any time to: use,
reveal, report, publish, transfer or otherwise disclose to any person, corporation or other
entity, any of the Confidential Information without the prior written consent of the
Disclosing Party providing the Confidential Information, except a
Receiving Party may distribute the information, subject to any specific measures directed
against such disclosure in Paragraph 3, to officers, employees or consultants of the
Receiving Party who have a need for such information for purposes of evaluating the
Transaction, provided that any disclosure by such officers, employees or consultants in
violation of the provisions of this Confidentiality Agreement shall be a breach of this
Confidentiality Agreement by the Receiving Party.
(5) (a) If the Town of Bolton is requested or required or becomes legally compelled (by
deposition, interrogatories, subpoena, civil investigative demand, or similar process) to
disclose any Confidential Information, the Town of Bolton shall provide COMPANY with
prompt notice of such request(s) so that COMPANY may seek an appropriate protective
order or other appropriate remedy and/or waive compliance with the terms of this
Agreement. The Parties further agree that if, in the absence of a protective order or other
remedy not obtained, or that COMPANY waives compliance with the terms hereof, The
Town of Bolton agrees to provide only that limited portion of the information that it is
advised by written opinion of counsel is legally required and to exercise its best efforts to
obtain assurance that confidential treatment will be accorded such Confidential
Information. (b) The Parties acknowledge that The Town of Bolton is a body politic and
corporate that is subject to Vermont’s “Public Records Law” found in Title 1, Chapter 5,
Subchapter 3 of Vermont Statutes Annotated (1 V.S.A. §§ 315-320). If a request is made
to view Information, The Town of Bolton will notify COMPANY of such request and the
date that such records will be released to the requester unless COMPANY obtains a
court order enjoining such disclosure. If COMPANY fails to obtain that court order
enjoining disclosure, The Town of Bolton will release the requested information on the
date specified. Such release shall be deemed to be made with COMPANY’s consent and
will not be deemed to be a violation of law, including but not limited to laws concerning
trade secrets, copyright or other intellectual property. (c) Upon a Party's request, the other
Party shall return all Returnable Confidential Information (as hereinafter defined) of the
requesting Party, except for that portion of such Returnable Confidential Information that
may be found in analyses prepared by, or for, the returning Party (collectively,
"Analyses"), and the returning Party and its Representatives shall not retain any copies
of such Returnable Confidential Information. The portion of Returnable Confidential
Information that may be found in Analyses prepared by, or for, the returning Party, and
any Returnable Confidential Information furnished by the Requesting Party not so
requested or returned, will be held by the returning Party and kept subject to the terms of
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this Agreement or destroyed. For purposes hereof, the term "Returnable Confidential
Information" means: (i) written Confidential Information that is marked by the disclosing
Party "Confidential - Subject to Confidentiality Agreement." Such legend shall be
stamped on the first page and on each succeeding page which contains Confidential
Information subject to this Agreement and (ii) oral Confidential Information that is
indicated by the disclosing Party at the time of disclosure, by providing to the receiving
Party a written statement identifying the date and nature of the disclosure, the persons
present when the disclosure was made, and is marked with the written statement
"Confidential - Subject to Confidentiality Agreement."
(6) Nothing contained herein shall eliminate the Receiving Party's right to use: (i) any
information disclosed to it by a third party so long as the Receiving Party does not know
or have reason to know if such third party acquired that information directly or indirectly
from the Disclosing Party; or (ii) any information developed by employees or agents of
the Receiving Party without any direct or indirect use of or reliance upon the Confidential
Information.
(7) The Parties' obligations concerning non-disclosure and use of Confidential
Information contained in this Agreement shall continue for two years from the date of
each disclosure, and then terminate.
(8) The Parties agree that in the event of a breach of this Confidentiality Agreement, the
Disclosing Party providing the Confidential Information shall be entitled to equitable relief,
including injunction and specific performance, in addition to all other remedies available
at law or equity.
(9) This Confidentiality Agreement shall be interpreted, governed and construed under
the law of the State of Florida.
(10) This Confidentiality Agreement shall in no way be construed to establish any
relationship between COMPANY and The Town of Bolton with respect to the Transaction
that is the subject of this Confidentiality Agreement.
(11) This Agreement sets forth the full and complete understanding of the Parties to this
Confidentiality Agreement and there are no other representations, covenants or
agreements, expressed or implied, other than those expressly set forth herein. No
amendments or modifications hereof shall be valid unless evidenced in writing and
executed on behalf of both of the Parties.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties have duly executed this Confidentiality Agreement
as of the date first
written above.

INSERT COMPANY’S NAME
By: Title: Date:

______________________________________________________________________

The Town of Bolton
By: Title: Date:

______________________________________________________________________
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Appendix A: Potential Site:

Town Garage: 3530 Theodore Roosevelt Hwy, Bolton, VT 05676
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