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Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Hybrid Meeting Minutes 

October 4, 2021 

 

Board members present:  Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers, Paula Gervia, Janet Metz, Andrew 

Pond 

Board members absent: None 

Also present: Ariana Matthews-Salzman; Richmond Farmer’s Market Manager (virtual), Charlie 

Baker; CCRPC (virtual), Jeremy Knepper; EC, Jon Ignatowski (virtual) 

Clerk: Amy Grover  

 

1. Call to order:   The meeting was called to order at 6:03 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara 

with a quorum of 4 members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda: 

Additions: Request to place Richmond Farmer’s Market signs at the Town Office during the 

market season in 2022 (beginning of June 2022 until the end of October 2022). Ariana 

Matthews-Salzman to send a proof of the sign for the BSB to review, decision at the next 

BSB meeting. Brief discussion on setting precedents, consensus to address as needed. 

Deletions: None. 

3. Public Comment: None. 

4. Communications:  

• CCRPC Economic Development Plan Outreach: Brief discussion, lack of bandwidth for 

the BSB to address, directed follow up by the Planning Commission. Amy Grover to 

follow up; all boards received the same information, 

5. Recurring Business:  

• Minutes September 20, 2021: Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the meeting 

minutes of September 20, 2021, as presented.”   Lynda DesLauriers seconded.  There was 

no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0).  

• Warrants: Reviewed and signed.  

6. Business & Action Items: 

• Delta Dental Coverage for Domestic Partners: Amy Grover noted that the Personnel 

Policy is silent on domestic partner coverage, MVP health insurance covers domestic 

partners, offering Delta Dental coverage for domestic partners would require that the 

town formally include domestic partners in the group coverage plan.  A two-person 

policy would be an additional $15.88 cost per month to the town, a three or more persons 

policy would be an additional $41.88 per month. Discussion of definition of domestic 

partner.  Janet Metz made the motion “to approve adding domestic partners to the Delta 

Dental insurance coverage.”   Andrew Pond seconded.  There was no further discussion. 

All were in favor and the motion passed (5-0). Amy Grover to follow up with Delta 

Dental on definition and enrollment. 

• Updates: 

➢ Review of Hybrid Meeting/Hybrid Meeting Equipment: Re-iterated consensus that 

hybrid meetings would be continuing for the foreseeable future.  Brief discussion of 
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the “Owl” camera/microphone, approximate cost of $800. Mica Cassara will gather 

more information, seeking input from users, discuss purchase at the next meeting.  

➢ ARPA Funds: Amy Grover noted the town will receive a total of $352,776.11 in both 

town and county funds within twelve months, half of that total has been received, and 

the town has until December 31, 2024, to spend the funds.  Expansion of broadband 

and digitization of land records have been preliminarily identified as expenditures. 

• BCA & Reapportionment: The BCAs from all five member MMUUSD towns met 

September 29, 2021 to discuss the reapportionment process, Tom Little, Chair of the 

Legislative Apportionment Committee (LAB) was in attendance. It was noted that: 

➢ The LAB will be sending the tentative map out statewide the 3rd week of October, 

with a 3-week period for BCAs to meet and send back any counter proposals, 

comments, requests, or criticisms.  

➢ The LAB will then take comments and requests into consideration, some could be 

contrary, and will send the final proposal to the House and Senate by the end of 

November.  

➢  BCA meeting scheduled for Monday, November 1, 2021, prior to the regularly 

scheduled BSB meeting. Noted: As an abatement request was received, the BTA will 

also convene on November 1, 2021. 

• Memorandum of Wages (Chair Signature Required) New Hire HD: Signed. 

• Process, Timeline, & Legal Information for O’Brien Petition Request: 

➢ The group reviewed the statutory process, timeline, and compiled questions for legal 

guidance.  Date set for site inspection and hearing: Tuesday, November 23, 2021, to 

accommodate BSB availability and scheduling issues. 

7. Appointments: 

1. 6:30 p.m. Charlie Baker, CCRPC – Review of Annual Report. 

Charlie Baker noted: 

o This is CCRPC’s annual check in with Bolton. 

o The group briefly reviewed local and regional activities, and projects 

(bandwidth connection issues). 

o Group discussion/questions included public transportation planning, COVID 

impacts, appreciation for CCRPC assistance expressed, especially with respect 

to administering the CDBG. 

2.   6:50 p.m. Jeremy Knepper – Energy Committee: Solar RFP. 

Jeremy Knepper noted: 

o Re-iterated the RFP is not a commitment to a purchase, it is meant to help 

decide on the feasibility/viability of town solar, language was added to the 

RFP to express that. 

o Group discussion included: language issues in the RFP (include feasibility as 

the primary word, not seeking installation), process and process concerns 

(RFP prior to approval of funding by the BSB/voters), RFP instead of an RFI, 

if there had been approval made by the BSB to draft a solar RFP (noted yes, in 

April 2021), if there was lack of response to a previous RFI why is it 

anticipated there will be response to a RFP, lack of understanding around 

funding and the $50K - $80K anticipated costs, expectation of an award being 

made when the town is not ready to make an award and concern regarding the 
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town’s reputation the ethics/sense of the town feeling underhanded 

surrounding that, general RFP process within the town and why the Energy 

Committee could not follow that process (department head completes 

research/outreach to estimate costs, presents to the BSB for approval and for 

inclusion on the Town Meeting Day ballot, voter approval, RFP issued post 

approval of funding), that vendors would ultimately decide if they wanted to 

participate in the process (Sun Common and Green Mountain Solar expressed 

interest), and that solar panels could be removed. 

o Janet Metz made the motion “to issue a solar RFI instead of a solar RFP.” 

There was no second.  Janet Metz withdrew the motion. 

o Group process discussion noted: The BSB would approve an RFP and it 

would then go before the voters at Town Meeting 2022.  Information for 

ballot placement needed by early in January 2022 at the latest, and the need to 

move the RFP process forward to make that timeframe.   

o Jeremy Knepper noted Huntington and Hinesburg had recently approved town 

solar.  The BSB expressed interest in hearing about that process within those 

towns. 

o Mica Cassara stated the RFP was in hand, and although there were still 

questions about wording and semantics, the RFP wording could be addressed 

and the BSB could issue the RFP.   

o Brief discussion on wording, sequence, actionable language, and the two-step 

approval process. 

o Jeremy Knepper to amend the RFP and resend to the BSB for the next BSB 

meeting for review/approval. 

8. Adjournment:     Lynda DesLauriers made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”    Janet 

Metz seconded. There was no further discussion. All were in favor and the motion passed  

(5-0) at 8:39 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton 

Select Board on October 18, 2021. 

 


