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Wheeler Field Survey Results 

54 Surveys completed online  

• Unfortunately, the Survey Monkey free version only allowed for 40 of the responses 

to be seen.  This was NOT made readily apparent when Amy Grover set up the 

survey. Viewing the additional 14 responses would require an upgrade which would 

cost the town $1,260.  Amy Grover and Mica Cassara spoke on 9/7/21 and 

determined that was not an expense which was fiscally responsible to make.  The 

town has the results of 74% of the completed surveys, with Amy Grover’s apologies 

for her lack of information regarding the limitations and use of the free Survey 

Monkey survey. 

40 Survey Monkey surveys seen 

3 paper surveys returned 

3 emails submitted – pasted in at the end of the document – All 3 Pro 

39 SUPPORT the funding allocation and donation to the Town. 

7 DO NOT SUPPORT the funding allocation and donation to the Town. 

1. Do you support the Select Board authorizing a $15,000 allocation from the Town of 

Bolton Conservation Fund (current fund total stands at $37K and is funded by ¼ cent 

added to the property tax as approved by voters annually) to the Friends of Wheeler Field 

(FOWF) toward their purchase of Wheeler Field Lot #8 in the Wheeler Field 

Subdivision? 

YES: 36 

NO: 7 

 

2. Why? 

Pro: 

• We need a great community space 

• It is the center of West Bolton, where kids play baseball, where dogs can run 

• I support the town contributing to the purchase of a town asset. Let's spend a little money 
now and use this land for community good forever! 

• It would be an asset to have a community space right in Bolton 

• I think it would be great to have outdoor community space for all residents. There would be 
lots of opportunities for events and get togethers. 

• I walk my dog around the field and would like it better maintained 

• Creation of and saving of a community gathering space, open playing field for our children 
and adults, builds a stronger Town. 

• This property has brought lots of joy through the years with local gatherings, baseball games, 
etc! It would be lovely to have a place for families to gather for recreation! 

• West Bolton needs open common space for community events and recreation. We need a 
field where kids can walk or bike to meet and play with friends. 

• Wheeler Field is and has been a great recreational and gathering location for community 
gatherings and events. It is one of the only locations in Bolton that supports local community 
interactions and all the benefits that community development entails. 

• Many benefits for the community come from having a common space for games, events, 
exercise, celebration, weddings, meetings, picnics, and memorials. This space has been 
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unofficially the defacto center of West Bolton for over 2 generations. If it was managed by 
Friends of Wheeler Field it could be (unfinished) 

• As a resident of this neighborhood, the preservation of wheeler Field is paramount to me and 
my community 

• To provide centralized, neighborhood, open where children and neighbors may enjoy 
community gatherings. 

• We need a town center 

• The potential for the future is there - if sold it will be lost - it has in the past been a gathering 
area for the town and could be developed into such again 

• This plot of land can make a huge difference for increasing connection between a families 
and residents of the West Bolton area. 

• The field should remain open 

• Conservation for the benefit of the community is important and carries forward the history of 
Xen Wheeler and his family 

• Because it would be really cool to keep that field open to the public, and keep it's history 

• The Bolton Community needs public spaces to gather together. By allocating these 
conservation funds, the BSB will demonstrate to all potential donors that this is a strong 
community effort! 

• Because establishing public spaces is what the funds are for, and the funds used for wheeler 
field are matched nearly 10:1. 

• It will be a resource for the neighborhood. Both now and in the future. 

• Sense of place is an important aspect of any thriving community, and creating a community 
area in wheeler field will build more sense of community! 

• Wheeler Field will be a great community asset for years to come and provide and critical 
space for residents to gather. 

• Many reasons! Community building, public health (mental and physical), space for events, so 
many long term benefits to individuals and the community as a whole! 

• The Wheeler Field lot would provide a much loved natural space and community gathering 
place, preserving some of the rural feel of West Bolton amidst more development. 

• for community events and common space 

• I’d like to see the land protected from development and open to all 

• The entire community of West Bolton would benefit from undeveloped greenspace where 
people of all ages can gather and children as well as adults can engage in sporting events 
and other activities. 

• A wonderful opportunity to use conservation funds we've been contributing to for years. After 
all, isn't this exactly why we established the conservation fund? Would be nice to have a 
communal space on the west side of Bolton. 

• Don't dislike the idea but yes vote would be contingent on more information as to what the 
property would be allowed to be used for. 

• Those funds align to the mission of the field conservation effort, so I see no conflict in its use. 

• Because we need a spot for town events 

• Wheeler Field has the potential to become a terrific community space. 

• Our community has a growing number of families with young kids. This would be a safe, 
nurturing gathering space for all ages- including families with young kids. 

Con: 

• While I support creating a community park at wheeler field, I believe the conservation funds 
should be used for the conservation and maintenance of natural resources in Town. I don't 
see the establishment of a mowed area/athletic field/playground as being a natural resource 
management project. The funds should be dedicated to maintaining existing natural areas 
(incl. trails and crowd management work) or conserving new ones. 

• It is not the purpose of the fund. When residents vote to contribute to the fund, it has not been 
expressly for this purpose. 

• I am concerned about the ongoing expense of maintaining and managing this property. While 
it is valued by the residents of West Bolton, I don’t really see much benefit for people in other 
parts of town. 
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• This would take the lot off the current tax rolls and will prevent any future tax from being 
raised. We need to grow the tax base. 

• Why does the town need it? 

• Bolton has enough conserved land. Money spent on higher priorities. 
 
 

3. Do you support the Select Board authorizing/approving the donation of Wheeler Field 

Lot #8 (pending purchase by the FOWF) to the Town of Bolton, which would be 

permanently conserved (no development)? 

YES: 36 

NO: 7 

 

4. Why? 

Pro: 
• To maintain some common community space 

• Love our town 

• I think public spaces should be publicly owned. The town can better decide how to use it than 
the state. 

• It would ensure that it always remains a community space 

• This would ensure that all residents have the potential to use the space or have input on its 
use. 

• Our Town has no conserved lands that are a Town Green or Town park, or Town community 
center, or Town gardens area, or playing fields, and this is a once only chance to have this 
loved area be preserved for those purposes for generations, and to become more enjoyed by 
the whole Town. 

• It will utilized greatly. 

• Public lands are critical to building community 

• It directly helps build community cohesiveness and provides a location for Bolton resident 
gatherings. Bolton has no other location like this other than Bolton Valley, but the field is 
different. 

• By creating a center at Wheeler Field, our town becomes more than a bedroom community 
and allows our children and families to fulfill more of our needs in our own hometown. 

• As a member of the FOWF community, having recreational space for myself and family is 
important 

• Chittenden County is quickly becoming quite dense. It would be good to save open areas in 
communities. 

• Green space 

• the space can be used by all and it is an open area away from the interstate that has been 
put to great use in the past 

• See above. The best way to help heal the losses from covid are to invest in ways for 
individuals to be active participants in their local communities, to feel connected to the people 
and the land surrounding them. 

• who else can take control? 

•  Conservation for the benefit of the community is important and carries forward the history of 
Xen Wheeler and his family 

• Because Bolton needs more conserved land, and that would be so special for future 
generations! 

• The Bolton Select Board has a rare opportunity and responsibility to create spaces for people 
to relax, enjoy and communicate! 

• The town is in the best position to manage the land for the public good, as the need may 
change over the years. 

• Same. It will be a resource for the community. If it is not preserved, it will be lost forever. This 
is the one opportunity to keep it free of development and available for the town. 
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• having.a large community area in west bolton would create a safe place for people to gather 
and children to play 

• This field should be enjoyed for future generations, Town responsibility of the parcel will 
ensure that it remains an asset for residents to enjoy 

• It just makes sense, the town should own it and conserve it. Having undeveloped 
recreation/green space is great for all towns but especially ours with limited official public 
spaces 

• Preserving this land as undeveloped would help maintain the natural beauty of West Bolton, 
which is a large part of why a lot of us live here. Leaving this lot undeveloped would also 
provide space for wildlife to pass through, around the recent housing development. 

• If a community park is created, it should be managed by the Town 

• because we need a common area to gather 

• Same as above 

• The town would be a better steward of maintaining the field by organizing the mowing of the 
grass and striping of the field for various sporting events. 

• Should be under town governance, as with any conserved town land. 

• Because there aren't very many spots that can be used for town events and owning one will 
make sure it is available 

• We need to add to the tax base, not eliminate it. There are other areas suitable for running 
and recreating other than this lot. This lot would raise a lot of tax revenue is developed into 
housing. Plus we need more housing in a housing crisis on our hands. 

• This area has so much space that is quickly being developed – conservation is crucial to 
preserve the land and support the community. 

Con: 

• Until all Bolton residents are no longer experiencing food insecurity or housing insecurity, we 
should not prioritize the leisure of the few over the basic needs of all. Will there be free 
transportation to the field for folks who don’t live in walking distance, for example? Why is the 
town taking this on? It is not clear how it supports the WHOLE town. How will sign ups for 
usage be handled? Will Friends of Wheeler Field be prioritized? If the community wanted this, 
the fundraiser would have been successful. 

• We have not adequately addressed non-resident access to existing recreational areas. So by 
adding yet another public space at this time, we are inviting more of the same overuse /lack 
of monitoring frustrations to our doorsteps. We have no police department... so enforcement 
on any town regulations will fall to homeowners abutting property and volunteers. 

•  Again, I think about future expenses and liabilities to the town from having this property. I’d 
prefer a house to be built on the land and add to the tax base 

• We need to add to the tax base, not eliminate it. There are other areas suitable for running 
and recreating other than this lot. This lot would raise a lot of tax revenue is developed into 
housing. Plus we need more housing in a housing crisis on our hands. 

• Why remove more developable land from the tax base? 

• Maintenance. Money. 

 

5. If the Select Board authorizes the donation of Wheeler Field Lot #8 (pending purchase by 

the FOWF) to the Town of Bolton, what are your expectations for maintenance and use 

of Lot #8? Ideas may include but are not limited to: regular mowing, a parking lot, sports 

fields, picnic area. 
• All of the above but gradually as funds and help are available 

• Mowing 

•  Any kind of open public gathering place. For now, I hope to at least clean it up and return it 
to historic uses - a ballfields and gathering spot. I expect those enthusiastic about the project 
to fundrais and volunteer their labor, so no expectation of town effort (other than oversight). 

• All of the above. Would like people to be able to decide of its use based on different design 
proposals 
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• My expectation is that we would go through a planning process to make those decisions. 

• Regular mowing for summer and maintaining a path for winter skiing. 

• I thought that FOWF has a proposed plan for this ? Do they ? Can the Town keep FOWF 
onboard to ensure: a plan is made, and has some follow through for: Grant funding for 
creation of a parking area, and picnic area, a sports field ? Can some percent of the 1/4 cent 
of annual conservation funds raised go to upkeep of useable area, or mowing ? Can FOWF 
be set up in some way to allow donations via Venmo or something like that for upkeep ? 

• How the land gets maintained is a separate question. Initially, maintenance such as periodic 
mowing could be done by volunteers. Alternatively, especially if field is widely used, the Town 
could take on some of this responsibility. But the critical piece is to acquire and protect the 
land as public space. 

• As needed mowing to enable picnics/events/sports. signage and parking access to establish 
safe and appropriate use. 

• I would like to see a volunteer playground, and a donation based events venue as well as all 
of the above. 

• My family would love to see open recreation land and opportunities for our neighbors and all 
as numerous people and bikers use our land 

• Regular mowing. Safe parking. 

• Mowing, garbage pick up, picnic area or walking paths 

• regular mowing, parking area, picnic tables - how about a food truck night - fireworks, town 
field days, music 

• Regular mowing is essential otherwise the field is unusable. An area for multiple people to 
gather, multiple picnic areas, grills would probably increase use. Sports fields would be a 
plus. 

• all of the above 

• Regular mowing, a parking lot, sports fields, picnic area. 

• Literally all of those things. 

• I support the proposal of Friends of Wheeler Field to provide necessary organizational, 
maintenance and supervisory duties in concert with the wishes of the Select Board. 

• I expect it to change over the years. Currently, I hope the Selectboard would utilize the 
volunteers who want to reestablish an open space and ball field. I expect the volunteers 
would fundraise and use volunteer labor. In a decade or two, the town may decide the field 
could be used otherwise, but that would be a town decision 

• I dont have any set expectations. I think regular mowing would be a good start. After that.... it 
will be up to the community. A volunteer effort will be needed to create a vision and 
spearhead the effort. 

• Mowing, some parking, maybe a shelter! 

• Regular mowing and parking would be nice. A community gathering point such as a gazebo 
would be nice. 

• All good ideas! Some kind of parking and sports areas make sense. Playground would be 
great too, as well as maybe an ice rink? 

• To me, leaving it undeveloped and a town asset is the most important part, even if it stays the 
same (I believe unmaintained?) as it is now. 

• create and maintain a parking lot, offer a meeting space for a volunteer group to meet and 
coordinate maintenance of the grounds such as mowing, trash pickup, resolve bathroom 
issues 

• regular mowing and rental for community events 

• Sports field, picnic area, cross country skiing loop 

• That usage is inclusive and that free transportation is provided. 

• Parking & mowing - mowing should be handled by FOWF volunteers 

• Mowing, sports fields, community events, picnic areas 

• West Bolton needs a green space for folks to gather and recreate. Obviously, a well thought 
out plan for governance, policing nuisance behaviors or activities should be principal concern. 
Groundskeeping, maintenance for this public place needs to be realized from the get go...pot 
holes and Preston Pond parking problems should not be mirrored...don't allow lot #8 to be yet 
another problem for residents bordering Wheeler Field. 



6 
 

• Depends on use. Should somewhat support itself. I.e. ball field rental helps covers 
maintenance. 

• Uses are not a concern: when this land was informally provided for recreational use, not 
many folks used it for much other than walking or occasional pickup games. The annual July 
celebration, unmonitored, got very out of control and not family friendly, so it was correctly 
cancelled. Maintenance is a huge concern: noise, trash/pollution, overuse/parking, night 
activity in a town without law enforcement, toilets/smells... 

• Good question. Certainly whatever maintenance is necessary to have the field available for 
town events. Probably mowing at least 

• sports, picnics, and general community fun! 

• The town should not maintain the field. It should be left to the non-profits to maintain it if they 
desire. 

• Strongly support a playground ad sports field recreation area and maintenance that comes 
along with that. 

• Let the FOWF take care of it – it seems like a lose-lose proposal for the town; lose the 
taxable income and have to pay for its upkeep. 

• FOWF to do all maintenance & finance all development.  Open to ALL Boltonites and 
welcome those from beyond West Bolton. 

 

Emailed responses: 

1. I spoke with my young children (ages 6 and 9) about the Wheeler Field project over the 

weekend, providing an excellent opportunity for civics education.  They frequently play 

in West Bolton and know the field well, although I don’t think they have ever set foot on 

it.  They are too young to grasp many of the details, so I mainly spoke about broad 

concepts.  They asked me to provide the following feedback: 

 

Re: Use of conservation funds - They support the idea of a town spending money to 

create public spaces that benefit the people of the town.  They do not quite understand the 

requested amount or purchase price, but felt asking the town to contribute about a tenth of 

the purchase price was way less than they expected.   

 

Re: Town ownership – They really liked the idea of being part owners (as citizens) of the 

field along with everyone else in town.   

 

Re: Uses - Broadly speaking, they would love an open, flat area where they could throw a 

frisbee or picnic when hiking or visiting friends in West Bolton.  They were unable to 

think of another publicly owned area in all of Bolton where they could do this, and none 

of the places they visit in West Bolton are open and flat.  They think it would be nice to 

have a playground in the summer and an ice skating rink in the winter.  My 6 year old 

also wants a space ship there (?).  They also recognized that they may want different uses 

for the field when they are older, and thought they would be OK balancing what they 

want to do there, with what others want to do there.   

 

 

2. I write to express my support for the acquisition of Wheeler field.  West Bolton needs 

recreational space close enough for kids to walk or bike, where they can play soccer, 

basebal and othe games. Public space will help us strengthen our community. I urge the 

Board to vote to support this acquisition using the Town Conservation Fund and with 
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commitment to accept the land. How the area is developed or improved for recration and 

maintained are separate questions that the community can determine based on use and 

interest. But having the land is the key question that needs support now. 

  

 

3. Do you support the Select Board authorizing a $15,000 allocation from the Town of 

Bolton Conservation Fund (current fund total stands at $37K and is funded by 1⁄4 cent 

added to the property tax as approved by voters annually) to the Friends of Wheeler 

Field (FOWF) toward their purchase of Wheeler Field Lot #8 in the Wheeler Field 

Subdivision? 

YES I support this effort 

Why? 

Because Wheeler Field had been used for years as a community space, which the 

Town of Bolton is currently lacking. Using the Town's Conservation Fund for this is 

exactly the purpose of this 1/4 cent conservation fund that we pay into most years. 

We have a town forest, but not a town recreation and community gathering space. 

Do you support the Select Board authorizing/approving the donation of Wheeler Field 

Lot #8 (pending purchase by the FOWF) to the Town of Bolton, which would be 

permanently conserved (no development)? 

Yes 

Why? 

See response for #2 

If the Select Board authorizes the donation of Wheeler Field Lot #8 (pending 

purchase by the FOWF) to the Town of Bolton, what are your expectations for 

maintenance and use of Lot #8? Ideas may include but are not limited to: regular 

mowing, a parking lot, sports fields, picnic area. 

Regular mowing by either the Town, a contractor, or volunteer committee. Gravel 

parking area, but I don't think that this would need too much upgrade. Sports field 

as is (does not need to be fancy), picnic tables. We would probably have to supply a 

trash can that would need to be emptied periodically (perhaps there is a way to 

contract with local trash services for this?). Special events, like 4th of July cookout 

or similar that would be organized by volunteers or a committee. Would probably 

require that one of the town committees oversees what is allowed and not allowed 

uses. 

 

 


