
 

 

Bolton Economic Resource Committee Minutes 

Wednesday, July 21, 2021 

Bolton Town Office 

 

Present: Ernest (Chip) Levesque, Tammy McGuriman, Sue Sinnamon and Allison 
Smith. Guests: Deb Shelby and Ed Sinnamon 

 

1. Call to order: The meeting was called to order at 6:02 p.m. 

2. Additions/deletions to agenda: none 

3. Public comment:  Deb informed us that Amy found a camera and we have the technology 
to do hybrid meetings without spending additional money but the Select Board hasn’t 
decided yet.  

4. Approval of Minutes for June meeting: A motion was made by Chip and seconded by 
Tammy to approve the minutes as written. All were in favor. 

5. General Business   

a. Waitsfield Telecom – Tammy   She reported that she had spoken with Roger Nishi 
on July 13. At that point in time the executive director of the newly established 
Vermont Community Broadband Board (VCBB) had not been appointed.  

Deb spoke with Roger on July 19. She has asked him to put numbers together on 
the cost of getting broadband to Bolton as there are funding opportunities available 
for non-CUDs. She has set up a meeting to be held sometime the first week of 
August (date still to be determined) with Christine Hallquist, who has been appointed 
as executive director of the VCBB, Clay Pervus who chaired the team who handed 
out funding last year for the CARES Act, Regina Mahony, Planning Program 
Manager of the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission (CCRPC), 
Representative Theresa Wood, Representative Tom Stevens, Roger Nishi from 
Waitsfield and Champlain Valley Telecom (WCVT), Allison, Tammy and herself. The 
purpose of the meeting is to explore immediate funding opportunities for Bolton.  
Another idea is to propose Bolton as a pilot project since we already have the 
addresses of those underserved and Roger will know what it will cost as well as 
having the resources to complete the project. The idea is to demonstrate Bolton and 
WCVT have the plans in place and are ready right now. WCVT is local, Vermont 
based, will keep people employed and will install, maintain, and provide the internet 
service to Bolton residents. 

Tammy will schedule a meeting with Deb and Roger prior to the above scheduled 
August meeting when he has the cost figured out. Deb noted that one concern 
Roger has is if some of the funding has deadlines on installation. 

b. Town Hotspot @Uhaul Center: The original money did not cover signage. The 
UHaul Center is happy to display a sign, however, the town doesn’t have any money 
to pay for signage. Sue volunteered to have Varin’s Gravel Pit donate funds for a 
sign. The committee decided to create a sign (or two signs) that could be seen from 
either direction on Route 2.  Chip was asked to look into finding a design and present 
it to the committee next month. 

c. Update on Federal/State Funding: There is still money available through the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) that the state 
needs to distribute. The U.S. Department of Commerce’s National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) has $288 million 



 

 

available in grant funding. There is $128,000 that the town will receive from the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) over the next two years. 

d. Select Board Update - Allison She went before the Select Board to make a case 
for allowing hybrid meetings. They also had a discussion on the $128,000 in ARPA 
funding that the town will receive over the next two years and Allison encouraged 
them to make Broadband in Bolton a priority when they decided how to disperse the 
funds, and that the ERC remains a resource for the BSB in this effort. 

e. Update for Gazette & FPF - Allison   She would like to catch people up to date on 
changes in committee membership and let people know that we are monitoring state 
and federal funding. She will draft an update for both the Bolton Gazette and Front 
Porch Forum and send it to the team for review. 

6. Communications: Zachary sent Allison an email wondering if he should resign as a lot has 
changed in his life and he is not sure if he can make all meetings. All the committee 
members decided that we would like him to remain on the committee and were fine with him 
attending when he could. Deb reported that in the next year the town is considering giving 
all board and committee members town emails. 

7. Agenda for next meeting: August 18, 2021, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Allison will send out before 
the meeting. 

8.  Adjournment:  Sue made a motion seconded by Allison to end the meeting at 7:04. All 
were in favor. 
 

Attest:  Sue Sinnamon, Clerk. 

 

Minutes are unofficial until approved.  These minutes were read and approved by the 
Economic Resource Committee on September 15, 2021. 


