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Kudos to julian cohen 
and the troop team 

Julian Cohen, Bolton resident, recent MMU 

graduate, and Wheeler Trust Scholarship 

recipient, successfully led his Boy Scout 

Troop in rebuilding the Green Mountain 

Club’s privy (aka outhouse) at Cowles Cove 

Shelter on the Long Trail near Camel’s 

Hump.  Julian and members of his troop 

logged about 369 work hours, which 

included site visits and cutting lumber at 

home, and then packed in all of the materials 

and completed the build over Memorial Day 

weekend. Kudos to Julian  

and the Troop Team! 

Photo credit: Green Mountain Club 
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        Out and About in Beautiful Bolton 

Cool woodsy mornings, steamy afternoons by 

Joiner Brook, butterflies on blooms... 

it must be July! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

qouin the woods a little bit away from Bolton?  It 

was at Little River State Park, in the area where 

there are the remains of the “Civilian 

Conservation Corps Camp Charles M. Smith.” 

Almost 2,000 humans lived and worked here in 

 
 

CLerk’s Corner 
Amt Grover Town Clerk  

& Treasurer 
 

Property Tax bills  
The Select Board will be setting the FY 21-22 

property tax rate later this month or at their first 

meeting in August. Once the property tax rate 

has been set, property tax bills will be generated 

and mailed (provided the town has received the 

State Education Rate), at least 30 days prior to 

the first payment due date, which is Wednesday, 

September 15, 2021. Has your mailing address 

changed? If so, please contact the town office to 

officially notify us of your new mailing address! 

Every year, postage costs are wasted when many 

tax bills are returned due to incorrect mailing 

address information. Thank you! 

 
Notch Road Slide project completed 
As of June 21, 2021 the repairs made on the 

Notch Road slide are 100% complete.  You may 

recall that the majority of this slide was the result 

of the Halloween rainstorm of 2019, a FEMA 

declared event, which brought quite a bit of 

destruction to Chittenden County – including the 

loss of Dugway Road in Richmond. Thanks to 

our community for their patience during the 

several weeks that required the dreaded “go 

around” while construction was in progress, to 

the project contractor GW Tatro, the project 

engineer Tyler Billingsley of East Engineering, 

and also especially to Ed & Betsy Courtemanche 

for providing the town with an easement on their 

property to complete the project.  Being able to 

work with FEMA and complete the repairs 

outside of the town right of way saved both 

FEMA (and the town) hundreds of thousands of 

dollars.  

See a picture of the 

completed project on page 5! 



 
Into the woods by ethan tapper 

 
Forests and Water 

 

As I write this, the 

leaves of our trees 

have unfurled, 

our forests 

blooming in an 

unthinkable 

diversity and 

abundance. Even in the midst of a 

dry early summer, everything seems 

full to the brim with water and with 

life.   

 

Like all plants, trees need water. 

Besides helping trees transport 

nutrients, minerals and sugars, water 

is a critical ingredient in the process 

of photosynthesis, combining with 

carbon dioxide and other nutrients 

to create sugars. Water is also 

released as a bi-product of this 

process; as they photosynthesize, 

trees inhale atmospheric gases 

(especially carbon dioxide) through 

pores in their leaves called stomata. 

When stomata open to admit carbon 

dioxide, water vapor is lost. This 

process is not super-efficient: on a 

sunny summer day, a large tree may 

suck up 150-300 gallons of water, 

90% of which will be lost. In 

drought, trees cannot sustain this 

cost; they keep their stomata closed 

to prevent water loss, making them 

unable to photosynthesize. The 

water vapor produced by trees has a 

number of benefits, including 

cooling our climate, helping form 

clouds and creating precipitation – 

returning water to the forest to be 

drawn up into trees again.  

 

Water is precious in forests, and they 

are adept at holding on to it. 

Rainwater is often intercepted by a 

tree’s leaves, channeled down its 

twigs, branches and trunk. Like a 

giant funnel, the tree collects water, 

feeding its central root system in a 

phenomenon known as stemflow. 

Dead wood intercepts water flowing 

on the surface of soils, spreading it 

out and helping it to infiltrate deeper 

into the soil profile. Once in the soil, 

water is absorbed by organic carbon 

(dead tree and plant material) which, 

in addition to helping mitigate 

climate change and providing 

nutrients for trees and plants, acts as 

a sponge. The massive amount of 

water stored in the forest nourishes 

trees, in addition to the rich diversity 

of forest plants, animals and 

invertebrates and the complex 

below-ground community that we 

call the rhizosphere. 
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While forests need water, too much 

water or water moving too quickly 

through forests can be a problem, 

leading to soil loss (erosion) and to 

nutrients being leached from forest 

soils. While some erosion, like the 

meandering of a stream, is natural, 

too much erosion leads to the 

pollution of waterways through 

siltation (the deposition of soil 

particles) and eutrophication (the 

deposition of nutrients like 

phosphorous and nitrogen), causing 

problems for both water quality and 

forest health. The ability of forests to 

slow down, spread out, and absorb 

water helps mitigate these effects, 

but built infrastructure like roads 

tends to exacerbate them.  

 

The way that forests manage water 

make them excellent filtration 

systems. New York City in particular 

has spent billions of dollars since the 

late 1990’s to invest in land 

acquisition and conservation rather 

than traditional water filtration 

facilities. As a result, much of New 

York City’s water is “unfiltered,” 

making it the largest such system in 

the United States (other large cities 

with mostly “unfiltered” water 

supplies in the US are Boston, San 

Francisco, Seattle and Portland, 

Oregon).   

 

As our climate changes, both the 

amount of precipitation we get and 

the way we get it are changing. Some 

parts of the globe are becoming 

dryer, others becoming wetter. At 

the same time, the ability of forests 

to support a healthy global water 

cycle is threatened by forest clearing 

and degradation, non-native 

invasive plants, animals and 

pathogens, and a variety of other 

factors. Even when precipitation 

remains constant, it is increasingly 

concentrated into shorter, more 

severe storms, which are more 

difficult for our forests to attenuate 

and for our infrastructure to handle. 

While Vermont is forest-rich, we are 

still losing over 1,000 acres of 

forestland a year, our remaining 

forests 

increasingly 

fragmented by 

roads and 

development 

and infiltrated 

by invasive 

species.  

 

As we swim, 

float, boat and otherwise enjoy 

Vermont’s beautiful water this 

summer, remember that it comes 

courtesy of our cheapest and most  
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underappreciated piece of natural 

infrastructure; our forests, which 

capture and clean water at the same 

time that they sequester and store 

carbon, provide wildlife habitat, 

support local renewable resource 

economies and make our state 

beautiful. Addressing forest health 

threats, encouraging forest diversity 

and resilience, and (most 

importantly) keeping forests whole 

and unfragmented is critical to 

keeping our water clean and clear.  

 
Ethan Tapper is the Chittenden County Forester. He 

can be reached at ethan.tapper@vermont.gov or at  

(802)-585-9099. 

 
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Notch Road slide repair project is 100% complete – the slope repairs required the 

purchase of nearly $110K in rock and gravel alone to help stabilize the slope. 
 
 
 
 

Notch Road Slide 
project 

mailto:ethan.tapper@vermont.gov
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Bolton Up and Down Town Club Senior Dinner  
We are thrilled to be able to gather together once again! HURRAY! 

Date: Thursday, July 22, 2021 

Time: 5 p.m. 

Place: Bolton Fire Station 

Menu: BBQ chicken, mashed potatoes, corn, rolls, and dessert! 

Questions?   

Contact Doris at 434-3769  

 

Volunteers - it takes a village to run a town! 
The Town of Bolton is still seeking volunteers to serve as an Alternate to Bolton’s Development 

Review Board (DRB), a representative to the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) Board, 

Planning Commission members, and a second Animal Control Officer ($250 Annual Stipend). 

Please consider stepping forward to serve your community, we truly need your help! Contact the 

Town Office for more information, or see the town website: 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/    
 

sepTiC woes… 
Hmmm…that’s strange, there’s never been a puddle 

THERE before. It was a the tiniest of puddles on the 

Town Office lawn between the Town of Bolton sign, 

and the Fire Station parking lot.  The odd thing was, it 

hadn’t rained for several days, maybe even a couple of 

weeks.  Fast forward.  We are now several weeks into 

the necessary repairs to make/keep the septic system 

functioning, which unfortunately will cost several 

thousand dollars.  Essentially, the system is 

antiquated, and while we are making the necessary 

repairs to keep the system functioning, the town would 

like to take a deeper look at the system design and 

costs of a possible upgrade.  Might there be a Bolton 

resident “wastewater engineer” that could assist the town with reviewing the current system 

and potential costs for a system upgrade?  Please contact the Town Office! 

 
Highway update 

Equipment: Unfortunately, the town found itself in a situation we all probably have faced at some 

point with vehicles – when the cost of necessary repairs is nearly equal to or even exceeds the vehicle 

value.  Ugh.  So is the situation with the 1999 John Deere grader, valued at perhaps $40-50K, with 

necessary repairs estimated in the $20K - $40K range. Due to the emergent situation of no operational 

grader, with temporary and purchase options and authority reviewed with careful consideration, 

including statue, the town is purchasing a 2021grader from Caterpillar through their lease to own 

program for $299,900 with a generous trade in allowance of $25K for the 1999 grader, well below the 

anticipated replacement cost of $400K+ in 2023.  

Paving: The town has gone out to bid for paving on Duxbury Road, from the town line east 1.5 miles.  

Our state paving grant application was approved for $142,191. Stay tuned for updates!  

 
 Bolton gazette: Reminder: The deadline for submissions is the 15th of the month for the 

following month’s edition.  We welcome all submissions in any format: stories, news, art, 

photographs!  For submission or to receive the Bolton Gazette electronically and in color (help the 

town save $ on paper and postage costs!) email boltongazette@gmavt.net 

http://boltonvt.com/about/employment-opportunities/
mailto:boltongazette@gmavt.net
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Community Senior Center Resumes  
In-Person Activities and Programs 

 
The Community Senior Center’s board of directors announces the resumption of its indoor and 

outdoor in-person activities that had been suspended due to COVID restrictions. During this time, 

the CSC had switched to a virtual on-line format to help seniors stay connected and active.  

 

As activities get underway, the CSC is following state guidelines for social gatherings and 

adhering to restrictions required by the organizations that generously provide rental spaces in 

their facilities at low cost.  

 

Several outdoor and indoor activities including kayaking, hiking, pickleball, French conversation 

and art exercise had resumed as of June 14, and the CSC will continue to roll out more over the 

summer months. In addition, because virtual on-line programs and activities proved to be very 

effective and accessible to more seniors during the past year, the organization is considering 

which of them to retain on-line. 

 

The CSC’s board notes that both the CDC and the State of Vermont require those not yet fully 

vaccinated to continue to wear masks and practice social distancing. Seniors who are not 

vaccinated are asked to comply with the guidelines and are welcome at all activities where this is 

possible. Some participants who are fully vaccinated may also choose to continue to wear a mask. 

 

Commenting on the resumption of activities, Jane Vossler, CSC Board Chair noted: “We are 

delighted that we can once again share activities face to face with our CSC friends! As things 

open up and we all venture back into the world, each of us must decide for ourselves which steps 

and how much risk we’ll take, and when.  Some people are eager to jump back in fully while 

others are proceeding more cautiously.  We’ll respect each other’s personal choices.” 

 

Seniors can receive a detailed calendar of 

programs and activities in the CSC’s weekly 

email newsletter. They and family members 

can join the mailing list through the CSC 

website www.cscvt.org, by contacting Martha 

Nye at (802) 503-8155, or by writing to the 

Community Senior Center, P.O. Box 508, 

Richmond VT 05477. The senior organization 

also publishes a list of current activities and 

programs in its ad on the back page of each 

issue of The Times Ink. 
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Seniors again are enjoying the many outdoor and 

indoor group activities coordinated by the 

Community Senior Center’s volunteers. 

 

Community Coffee Time is 

BACK IN BOLTON! Open to all! 

Please come join the conversation on 

Wednesdays from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. at the 

Bolton Fire Station.  Free coffee & pastries! 

http://www.cscvt.org/
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Bolton potholes update summer 2021  

 

Please welcome a new face at the Bolton Potholes -- Reilly Butler. 

Reilly is this year's Swimming Hole Steward and will be helping to 

manage this popular recreation area, protected by the Vermont River 

Conservancy and owned by Vermont Riverlands, LLC. Reilly will be 

found on site at the Potholes, greeting and surveying visitors, 

answering questions, maintaining trails, and reminding people to 

Carry In, Carry Out any trash. 

 

The Swimming Hole Steward position is funded by the Vermont 

River Conservancy, with additional support from the Vermont 

Housing and Conservation Board's AmeriCorps Program. In addition 

to her work at the Bolton Potholes, Reilley also performs similar 

tasks at Triple Buckets, Huntington Gorge, and North Branch Cascades - other 

popular swimming areas in the region. 

 

Reilly grew up in Richmond and currently resides in Burlington. In 2019, she graduated 

from University of Vermont with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. She 

spends her free time hiking, camping, kayaking, and of course visiting many of 

Vermont's swimming holes. 

 

Be sure to help Reilly preserve these beautiful natural areas by remembering to Leave no 

Trace. Also remember that while the Bolton Potholes is a popular recreation site, there 

are not many options for legal parking. Remember if you are parking in the Smilie School 

parking lot to obey all posted signs, or risk having your vehicle towed. There is an 

extremely limited amount of parking available at the bottom of the Bolton Valley Access 

Road, on the east side of the road. However, there is NO PARKING allowed on Curtis 

Lane (resident parking only) and NO PARKING allowed anywhere along the Bolton 

Valley Access Road, from the intersection of Route 2 for two miles north up the road (the 

vicinity of the “Sugar Shack” parking lot’s southern entrance) This is not no parking in 

the traveled portion of the road, this is no parking whatsoever. Vehicles parked on/along 

the Bolton Valley Access Road risk being towed.  

 

Please be respectful to the property owners in the area, and if parking looks full, head to 

one of the many other swimming holes Vermont has to offer.   

 

Thank you – have fun and be safe this summer!                              (Photo credit: VRC) 

 

Read on for more swimming hole information from the Vermont Department of 

Forests, Parks and Recreation. 
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As Summer Heats Up, Recreation Leaders Ask People  
to Be Safe and Considerate at Swimming Holes 

  

Montpelier, VT -- With swimming holes across 

Vermont getting busier as summer arrives, more 

than a dozen non-profit organizations and state 

and federal agencies in the Vermont Swimming 

Hole Collaborative want to remind the public 

about important safety and etiquette 

considerations.  

  

“Staying safe at swimming holes begins with an 

awareness of your surroundings whenever going to a new place, or even a favorite 

spot,” said Holly Knox, Recreation Program Manager for the USDA Forest Service, 

Green Mountain National Forest. “Knowing the unique features of each swimming hole 

you visit will help you understand where swift currents and cliffs are located, and 

whether it is safe for you to plunge in.” Knox also notes that heavy rain can cause 

dangerous swimming conditions and can impact the water quality. It is best to avoid 

swimming 24 hours after a heavy rain.   

  

The Vermont Swimming Hole Collaborative organizations that manage more than 25 

swimming holes around the state all saw an increase in visitors in 2020, with people 

flocking to rivers and waterways to cool off and enjoy the natural beauty and peace 

these special places have to offer. With the hot weather Vermont has seen recently, this 

spike in visitors continues. Challenges such as litter, unleashed dogs and pet waste, 

dangerous overflow parking on roads, and trespassing on private property are all issues 

that the swimming hole managers are working to tackle. These issues risk continued 

public access to swimming hole sites, so the Collaborative is asking the public to pitch in 

and help by observing the following guidelines:   

1. “Carry-In, Carry-Out” and “Leave No Trace” where trash and recycling bins are 

not present, or where bins are full. 

2. Use designated bathroom facilities only; human waste (and dog waste) can lead 

to dangerous bacteria in the water. 

3. Always keep your dogs leashed to keep them and others safe or leave them at 

home. Pick up and properly dispose of dog waste. 

4. When a parking lot is full, come back later or visit a different site; do not park on 

private property or in the travelled area of roads. 

5. Do not trespass on private property and respect “no trespassing” signs. 

6. Read and respect all signage at swimming hole sites. 

7. Be considerate of others and the neighborhood. 

8. Help keep Vermont waters clear; staying on the trails reduces erosion and saves 

plants.  

Continued next page 
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“Like thousands of Vermonters and visitors, we’re looking forward to another beautiful 

summer of swimming in our rivers, ponds, and lakes. We are fortunate to have 

hundreds of swimming holes throughout Vermont that communities have enjoyed for 

generations. When we work together, all swimming hole visitors can help protect and 

take care of these sites for people to enjoy for generations to come,” said Steve Libby, 

Executive Director of the Vermont River Conservancy.   

  

The Vermont Swimming Hole Collaborative includes Friends of the Mad River, 

Vermont Department of Forests, Parks & Recreation, Mad River Path, Mad River Valley 

Planning District, Richmond Land Trust, USDA Forest Service, Green Mountain 

National Forest, Vermont Housing & Conservation Board, Vermont River Conservancy, 

and White River Partnership. This group is working together to ensure Vermont’s 

incredible swimming holes are enjoyed respectfully and are protected for years to come.  

 
bolton valley news 

Bolton Valley is excited to announce that on July 1, 

2021 Mountain bike lift operations will begin anew 

with lift service to the top of Vista Peak.  

 

Bolton Valley’s long-established network of raw, 

rowdy and ripping downhill trails is already the 

stuff of legend; from the VTFR days of lift service 

some 15 years ago to the burgeoning community of 

enduro enthusiasts that have pedaled up to get 

down for the last 10+ years – the network of trails 

has long attracted the region’s best riders looking to 

progress their skills. 

 

The Bolton Valley Bike Park will open this summer on the existing trail network serving 

intermediate to advanced riders only. The Resort is currently working with the state to secure the 

necessary permits for more than 7 miles of new trail. Bolton’s full time trail crew looks forward 

to building these new trails in partnership with Gravity Logic to augment the existing network of 

trails as soon as the permits are in place. Gravity Logic is known the world over for building 

unique trails suited for all ages and ability levels. Together they look forward to adding more 

flow, jump lines and beginner green trails in the year(s) to come. 

Bolton Valley is also excited to offer mountain bike rentals, lessons, summer camps, races and 

events this summer. For the latest information on all things Bolton Valley Mountain Biking, 

please stay tuned to boltonvalley.com/mtb and follow Bolton Valley on social media 

(Facebook / Instagram) as we continue to update information throughout the season.  

Information from the Bolton Valley website. 

 

https://www.boltonvalley.com/summer/mountain-biking/
https://www.facebook.com/boltonvalley
https://www.instagram.com/boltonvalley/
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MMUUSD update  
 

Have a Great Summer! 

Our school community pulled together throughout this school 

year to support and keep one another safe. This is the true 

definition of a caring community. I want to thank students, 

staff members, families and community members very much 

for following COVID-19 health and safety guidelines and 

being flexible, creative, strong, optimistic, empathetic and 

kind. These qualities and values are what got us through the 

past 15 months. I wish all of you the best summer ever. You deserve it! 

 

Sincerely, 

John R. Alberghini, Superintendent  

 

Fall 2021-22 School Operations 

The Agency of Education (AOE) recently provided information regarding school 

operations for the start of the 2021-22 school year. The purpose of the guidance was to 

clarify how instructional practices should be organized in the fall to support the transition 

from the state of emergency. In this brief, the AOE shares that full in-person learning will 

be offered for all preK-12 students, attendance and the minimum number of student days 

will align with state law and regulations, there will be no social distancing requirements 

and remote learning will follow the regulations in place before the COVID-19 pandemic. 

MMUUSD offered remote learning to students prior to the pandemic and this will 

continue post-pandemic. We will be working and communicating with the AOE to 

understand how we can expand and optimize virtual learning to accommodate students’ 

needs, interests and aspirations. 

 

A return to some normalcy and consistency has been a long time coming and we are 

grateful that our school community can start the 2021-22 school year under new 

conditions.  

 

 

We were surprised at how quickly the 

baby Phoebes at Smilie School were 

already trying to venture out of their 

nest…to the school bell and beyond! 
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recreation management town hall style meeting! 

 
 

Mark your calendars for TUESDAY, JULY 20, 2021, 6 p.m. for 

an In-Person Town Hall Style Meeting at the Bolton Town 

Office.  The ad hoc Recreation Committee is gathering your 

input on Bolton’s recreation management, which includes 

parking. 

 

We recognize that Bolton is rich in recreational opportunities. For 

many of us, those opportunities are part of the reason why we 

have chosen to live in Bolton.  We also recognize that the recreational opportunities can 

also come with opportunities for issues and concerns. 

 

COME JOIN US! 
 

Please contact Amy Grover if have questions, or if you are unable to attend the in-person 

meeting you can provide your input via phone, snail mail, Town Office drop box, or 

email to: clerkbolton@gmavt.net   

Thank you! 

 
Town Information – Update 

 
With the expiration of the State of Emergency at midnight on June 15, 

2021 (declared in 2020 in response to COVID-19), the Bolton Town 

Office is now open to the public and we are no longer requiring 

appointments for Land Record Research. The Bolton Select Board has 

approved the return to in-person meetings for all town boards, committees, & 

commissions effective July 1, 2021. We have not held any in-person meetings since 

March 2020! 

 

The Select Board is very interested in receiving community input on providing for a 

“hybrid” meeting: an in-person meeting along with a virtual component for community 

attendance/access and/or members who may not be able to attend in person.  What are 

your thoughts?  An effective & workable hybrid meeting model would require the 

purchase and installation of infrastructure that the town does not currently have, nor has 

budgeted for in FY 21-22, estimated to be $3K to $5K.  Please see the brief survey on 

the next page and let us know your thoughts!  Thank you!! 

Please note: Masks are required for entry into the Town Office for any person WHO IS 

NOT FULLY VACCINATED. 

 

mailto:clerkbolton@gmavt.net


 
 

Town of Bolton 

Hybrid Meeting Model Survey 

 

1. Did you attend any town board, committee, or commission meeting 

virtually in the past 16 months?  

Yes            No 

 

2. Prior to that, did you attend any town board, committee, or 

commission meeting in person? 

Yes             No 

 

3. Do you feel it is important for the town to utilize a hybrid meeting 

model and offer a virtual meeting access component? 

Yes             No 

 

4. If yes to #3, for what board, committee, commission? 

All 

 

Not all – only the following:  

 

 

 

 

5. Do you support the purchase and installation of the infrastructure 

necessary for an effective and workable hybrid meeting model 

(unbudgeted in FY 21-22, estimated at $3K - $5K)? 

 Yes              No 

 

 Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please fill out and return to the Town Office via snail mail, drop box, scan 

and email, or just email your responses to clerkbolton@gmavt.net, or you 

can even just call the Town Office with your responses.  Thank you! 

mailto:clerkbolton@gmavt.net

