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                                                                           Town of Bolton 

3045 Theodore Roosevelt Highway 

  Bolton VT 05676 

Select Board Remote Meeting Minutes 

August 17, 2020 

 

Board members present remotely:  Mica Cassara, Lynda DesLauriers (6:03 p.m.) Wendy Hoffman, Janet Metz 

Board members absent: Tony Barbagallo 

Also present remotely: Stephanie Smith, Keegan Tierney, Doug Smith, Wright Preston, Lou Borie  

Clerk remote: Amy Grover  

 

1. The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by the Chair, Mica Cassara with a quorum of 3 

members present. 

2. Additions or Deletions to the Agenda:  

Additions: none. 

Deletions: none. 

3. Public Comment: none. 

4. Recurring Business: 

• Minutes August 3, 2020: Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the minutes of August 3, 2020.”    

Wendy Hoffman seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed (4-0).  

• Warrants: reviewed and approved for signature by Mica Cassara. 

5. Communications: 

• VT State Police – Providing a discussion opportunity on “how police services can and should 

evolve to meet the demands of the 21st century policing.” Amy Grover to post notice that the BSB 

is seeking input from the Bolton community on the subject to gather and forward to the VSP.  

• Road Salt Update: Noted that VT and NH are holding a “reverse auction” August 25th and that salt 

quote letters will be distributed when pricing is finalized.  

6. Business & Action Items: 

• 6:15 p.m. FEMA – Terms and Conditions Approval – Elevation Applications: 

➢ Noted: the BSB previously noted concern around the approving and signing the document with 

respect to the Town’s obligation and the contribution by the property owners of the non-federal 

match of $63,765. 

➢ Stephanie Smith, State Hazard Mitigation officer noted that: 

o This is the last document required by FEMA to issue the award.  

o Signing the document does not tie the Town to the grant going forward and does not 

obligate the town to provide the required 25% non-federal match. 

o 2% of the project costs can be claimed by the Town for administration costs. 

➢ Brief group discussion on the process. 

➢ Wendy Hoffman made the motion “to authorize Mica Cassara to sign the FEMA ‘Terms and 

Conditions’ document for the elevation applications on behalf of the Select Board.”  Lynda 

DesLauriers seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion 

passed (4-0).  

• 6:30 p.m. No Parking Amendments to the Traffic Ordinance/Guardrail Installation – Duxbury 

Road/Stage Road/ Notch Road: 
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➢ Keegan Tierney noted that the GMC was inviting the Sara Holbrook Parel Stewards and area 

residents to a meeting to discuss the situation, and that heavy use was impacting many 

recreational areas throughout the state this summer especially with respect to parking. 

➢ Group discussion included: 

o Review of the proposed amendments which create two no parking zones on Duxbury Road, 

and one no parking zone on Stage Road. 

o The numerous and challenging issues reported and affecting the area (including parking, 

camping, noise, fireworks, trash, altercations, and especially safety). 

o The email from Ron Lafreniere with his suggestions for the no parking mileage markers, 

which nearly matched the proposed amendment. 

o Similar numerous challenging issues reported with respect to the “Potholes” (parking, sheer 

numbers and COVID-19 concerns, trash, camping, lack of respect of neighboring properties 

[human excrement and toilet paper on a lawn], and safety).  Pothole discussion earmarked 

to be addressed at a future meeting with VRC.   

➢ Janet Metz made the motion “to approve the amendments to the Bolton Traffic Ordinance as 

presented (creating two no parking zones on Duxbury Road, and one no parking zone on Stage 

Road) and the guardrail installation on Duxbury Road as proposed.”  Lynda DesLauriers 

seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

• 6:45 p.m. No Camping Town Owned Property – Review for Approval: 

➢ Options to address no camping were provided by the Town Attorneys, who suggested that 

rather than enact an ordinance, the town take advantage of an existing statue - 19 V.S.A. 1106 

to prohibit camping on public land that is not designated for overnight camping, which assesses 

a $50 per day fine; a ticket which can be issued by a Sheriff or the VSP. 

➢ Wendy Hoffman noted that the concern about the settled ACLU suit against Burlington 

VT/Burlington Police was more with respect to the seizing and destruction of property without 

due process, did not translate to the current camping situation in Bolton, and that she had 

provided language from Hartford’s no camping ordinance for the BSB. 

➢ Doug Smith noted that camping is still happening regularly at the “Potholes” and is generally 

quite disruptive with large groups gathering.  

➢ Amy Grover noted that tent stakes were found behind Smilie School, and that she would circle 

back to the MMUUSD on addressing town enforcement through an updated MOU of the “no 

parking dusk to dawn” in the Smilie School parking lot, which would also be a deterrent to 

overnight camping. 

➢ Brief discussion on camping on the Sara Holbrook parcel, the negative impact to the area in 

general (lack of facilities, fire danger, trash, safety) and negative impact to the area residents.  

➢ Noted: these issues and concerns can be part of the dialogue with the VSP. 

➢ BSB consensus to post signs reflecting no camping per V.S.A. 1106 on the town property at the 

Potholes and the Sara Holbrook Parcel ASAP, and to notify the Conservation Commission and 

SH Stewards of the decision.  Amy Grover to follow up on purchasing signs.  

• 7:00 p.m. Approval of Town Wood Lot Conservation – “Grant of Development Rights and 

Conservation Restrictions,” and “Baseline Documentation Report:”  

➢ Wright Preston noted that there was a small typo in the Conservation Easement which would be 

corrected, and an error in the Baseline Documentation Report page 7, regarding the 

requirement of a management plan, which would be corrected to state “may” instead of “will,” 

and that the Conservation Easement document was correct in that respect. 

➢ Brief discussion on land use and on Sharon Murray’s suggested amendments.  Consensus not to 

approve any amendments other the name of the town forest – agreed to be the “Cunningham 

Forest.”  
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➢ Mica Cassara made the motion “to approve signing the ‘Grant of Development Rights and 

Conservation Restrictions,’ and ‘Baseline Documentation Report,’ as amended (three changes 

previously noted typo, error, name).” Janet Metz seconded. There was no further discussion.  

All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

➢ Thanks to all, by all, expressed. Wright Preston noted that the amended documents would be 

forwarded for signing by Mica Cassara and Jeremy Hoff. 

• Liquor License Application Approval – The Bolton Country Store, LLC:  Janet Metz made the 

motion “to approve The Bolton Country Store, LLC’s liquor license application.” Lynda 

DesLauriers seconded. There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed 

(4-0).  

• Better Roads Grant FY 20-21 – Approval/Signature Required Grant Agreement: Janet Metz made 

the motion “to approve the Better Roads FY 20-21 Grant agreement and to authorize Mica 

Cassara to sign on behalf of the Select Board.” Lynda DesLauriers seconded. There was no further 

discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

• Reserve Fund – Combine Highway Projects with Guardrails/Resurfacing: Lynda DesLauriers made 

the motion “to approve combining the Reserve Fund Highway Guardrails/Resurfacing with the 

Highway Projects for one Highway Projects Reserve Fund.” Wendy Hoffman seconded. There 

was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0).  

• Update: 

➢ Highway Superintendent Position Applications: Following up with one applicant interview.  

➢ CDBG (as/if needed): Grant agreements are still in process.  No action required. 

➢ Reynolds Property (as/if needed EXECUTIVE SESSION): Mica Cassara to send the most 

recent letter draft to the BSB.   

7. Adjournment:   Janet Metz made the motion “to adjourn the meeting.”  Mica Cassara seconded. 

There was no further discussion.  All were in favor and the motion passed (4-0) at 7:38 p.m.  

 

Attest:  Amy Grover, Clerk      

Minutes are unofficial until approved. These minutes were read and approved by the Bolton Select Board on: 

September 7, 2020. 


